Students’ notes on Endgame, December 2nd 2008

Selected points (lightly edited), including overall views of six groups, plus more detailed evidence (citing Norton page number) and commentary
	1. The repetitive nature of time leads to an ineffectual existence for the characters

	2669  Have you not finished?  Will you never finish?

2672  Why this farce day after day?

2670  In the morning they brace you up

2671  All is … all is … all is what?

2663  Grain upon grain, one by one, one day…

2673  You’ll be sitting there, a speck in the void
	Repetitive, ineffectual

What is the meaning of life

Always moving towards the end of time, ineffectual

Ineffectuality 

	2. Circular nature of play, players recognize the futility of their lives, exist only for the dialogue – out of which nothing will come

	2666  There’s no more nature … in the vicinity

2676  Do you not think this has gone on long enough?  Yes! … What?

2663, 2683, 2687  Me to play.  Old endgame lost of old
	Idea that nature is gone is absurd; ocean and earth around them give nature a presence

Circular; insufficiency of language; cannot express this epiphany, so it amounts to nothing
A long drawn out game of chess, results in stalemate

	3. Humanity is floating in a state of random coincidence without purpose or meaningful end

	2665  Sit on him!  I can’t sit
2680  What is there to keep me here?  The dialogue

2678  Hamm’s story
	Acceptance of fact that they are only biding their time.  Mockery of existentialism

	4. An inherent conflict between compassion and apathy

	2664  I’ll give you nothing more to eat.  Then we’ll die.
2668  Biscuit.  I’ve kept you half.

2678  You’ll give me a sugar-plum?

2682  Go and see is she dead.  Looks like it.
	Why does Hamm not show compassion for his parent or his mother’s death?
What comment is the author making on the need for compassion in everyday life?

	5. -- It’s all pretty confusing and can be interpreted in many different ways

	2670  Have you bottled her?

2674  Why don’t you finish us?

2674  But beyond the hills?  Perhaps it’s still green?
	Hamm is miserable but there is still some hope.  Very bi-polar.

Only express through dialogue, no thoughts, few actions

Slow – so many pauses

	6. The inconsistent dialogue of the play, and lack of flow can become confusing to the reader

	2676  I use words ….  This … this… thing
2680  you slippers … I’ll leave you

2673  I’ll go get the powder

2683  then I’ll leave you

2685  Then how can it end?
	Inadequacies of language
Story lacks consistency

Repetition, expect action to happen

Repetition

Dialogue: talks about the play; circular plot


