Students’ notes on Twelfth Night, November 20th 2008
	Topic and examples
	Questions, comments

	Love

1,I,1-3  Orsino’s outlook on or image of love

1,v,239-245  Viola is wooing Olivia on behalf of Orsino ( conflict of interests

1,v,264-5  Olivia is interested in patronage: complete reversion of interests: mourning vs. love? But for insignificant reasons?
	Is this the theme of the play?

Is this what Orsino feels for Olivia, or Viola’s love for Orsino showing

Love/infatuation: instantaneous

	Love and gender

1,v,14405  What kind of man is he?  Why of man kind.
2, ii, 26  Poor lady, she were better love a dream

2, ii,39-40  As I am woman, now, alas the day, / What thriftless sighs shall poor Olivia breathe!
	Does gender restrict love only because of society’s view of what is right or wrong?

Today would Olivia consider following through with her love for Viola?

	Disguise
Viola disguises herself for various reasons: more freedom, power; mobility; respect

Antonio: for protection and mobility

Malvolio tries to act someone he is not

Olivia and her veil, mourning to keep people away
	What take a disguise?

Why is Malvolio so gullible with regards to the letter?

	Disguise
Olivia seems to need friendship as opposed to love

Is attract to “soft features” – to femininity in Viola

Olivia is emotionally disguising herself
	Olivia: marriage for love or companionship?

Orsino: attracted to the idea or to the person?

Why are the older people drunk?

	Ambition – in terms of love

4,ii  Malvolio 

Sir Toby, Andrew, and Maria

Viola
	Malvolio “upgrade” his status, higher than Sir Toby

Ambition to deface Malvolio

Attempting to change her status ( not as apparent wooing of Orsino

	Obsession
Orsino’s with Olivia:

1,i,18  Oh when mine eyes did see Olivia first / Methought she purged the air of pestilence

Malvolio’s obsession with rise in station:

2,iii,83  Have you no wit, manners, nor honesty

2,v,32  To be count Malvolio


	What is his loved based on? – motive? Never gives reason why her loves her
Desires to be able to exert his will on his masters


How does Feste get around so quickly?

