                       LITERARY RESPONSE QUESTIONNAIRE

Read each statement carefully.  Then using this scale, rate the extent to which the statement is true of you:

                  1 = not at all true (false)

                  2 = slightly true

                  3 = moderately true

                  4 = quite true

                  5 = extremely true

On the attached answer sheet, blacken the circle that corresponds to your rating.  Please do not mark your answers on this questionnaire.

  1.  I disliked English in high school because most of the texts I was asked to read I would not have chosen myself

  2.  Sometimes while reading literature my feelings draw me toward a distinctly unsettling view of life

  3.  While reading I completely forget what time it is

  4.  Literature enables you to understand people that you'd probably disregard in normal life

  5.  I think people should spend less time talking or writing about literature

  6.  In literature I sometimes recognize feelings that I have overlooked during my daily life

  7.  Very often I cannot put down a story until I have finished reading it

  8.  I don't believe that literature is socially relevant

  9.  I often see the places in stories I read as clearly as if I were looking at a picture

 10.  The type of literature I like best tells an interesting story

 11.  One of my primary interests in reading literature is to appreciate the author's understanding of society and culture

 12.  After reading a novel or story that I enjoyed, I continue to wonder about the characters almost as though they were real people

Current Reading Questionnaire
1.
How many literary novels have you read in the past year for your own pleasure (circle the letter of your answer)?


a.
None





d.
5 to 7


b.
1 or 2




e.
7 to 10


c.
3 to 5




f.
more than 10

If you circled "a" (None), skip to question 3.

2.
Write down the titles and/or authors of up to five novels you have read in the last year (not including novels required in any courses you have taken):


a.  Author:



Title:


b.  Author:



Title:


c.  Author:



Title:


d.  Author:



Title:


e.  Author:



Title:

3.
Name three authors whose writings you particularly enjoy (including, if you wish, any required in courses you have taken); write down one or more titles of works by each author that you have read.


a.  Author:



Title:


b.  Author:



Title:


c.  Author:



Title:

4.
Please indicate on which of the following activities you spend the most time (rank each activity so that 1 = "more time than the other activities", 11 = "less time than the other activities", etc.).


Reading a literary novel





______


Listening to classical music (e.g., Bach)

______


Watching movies (on video or in the theater)

______


Reading Romances






______


Reading a book of poetry





______


Listening to popular music (e.g. U2)


______


Watching television






______


Reading a fantasy or science fiction novel

______


Playing a sport (for recreation or exercise)

______


Reading newspapers or magazines



______


Reading biography






______

5.
How often do you re-read a novel that has interested you?


a.
Often


b.
Sometimes


c.
Occasionally


d.
Never

RESPONSES TO A TEXT

Text: "The Story of an Hour"

Please circle the letter of the answer that best describes your reaction to this story, and, where indicated, briefly describe your reaction in your own words.

 1.  Approximately how much time have you spent reading and studying this story?



a. no time so far (if so, please skip the remaining 










questions)



b. half an hour or less



c. up to one hour



d. up to two hours



e. over two hours

 2.
To what extent were you absorbed in your reading of "The Story of an Hour"?

           a. not at all   

           b. a little

           c. somewhat

           d. quite a lot

           e. very much

Explain briefly what, if anything, you found absorbing about this story:

 3.
How difficult to read did you find the story?

           a. not at all

           b. a little difficult

           c. somewhat difficult

           d. quite difficult

           e. very difficult

Explain briefly what, if anything, you found difficult:

 4.
As you read "The Story of an Hour", how often did you see things from Mrs Mallard's perspective?

           a. never

           b. occasionally

           c. fairly often

           d. quite often

           e. very often

If you see from Mrs Mallard's perspective, describe briefly how doing so affected your ideas and feelings:

Questionnaire for students of English at the University of Alberta (Autumn 2000)


I.
What have been your reasons to study literature?

(does not hold true at all = 0, to holds true fully = 5; please answer on the computer score sheet, using the numbers against the questions in the box below)

	1. Interested in the history of literature
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	2. Interested in literature in general
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	3. To increase communicative abilities
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	4. To get a rounded education
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	5. Friends, teachers, parents were role models
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	6. Did not get a place in the discipline I wanted to study first
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	7. Interested in writing
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	8. Because of interests going beyond the meaning of texts but related to their literary contexts
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	9. Interested in the literary processing of psychological, philosophical or political questions
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	10. Because I am fond of reading
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	11. Because I like to deal with language structures and grammar
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	12. Because of good job prospects outside university
	0 1 2 3 4 5

	13. Other reasons...........................................................................
	   1 2 3 4 5

	..............................................................................................................


	


II.
What do you expect from your studies in literature?


.........................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................

III.
Do you have practical experience outside university (work before/during studying)?


.........................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................

III.a
Do you have a former or parallel university education? (If so, please name)


.........................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................

IV.
Which further job besides teaching might your studies of literature make possible?


.........................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................

RATINGS OF YOUR READING EXPERIENCE

Your next task is to rate each selected passage according to (1) the extent of its ambiguity, (2) the mood that characterizes its ambiguity, and (3) your bodily felt sense of its ambiguity.

FIRST, you will be asked to rate each selected passage for the extent to which it is ambiguous. The term ambiguity can be understood in several different ways. For that reason, we will ask you to rate the ambiguity of each selected passage using several different terms (e.g., vague, equivocal, ineffable), each of which has a slightly different meaning.

· A passage that, in your estimation, is very ambiguous should be given a high rating (e.g., extremely vague, extremely equivocal, extremely ineffable); any passage that is not very ambiguous should be given a low rating (e.g., not at all vague, not at all equivocal, not at all ineffable). Passages that are somewhat ambiguous, of course, should be rated appropriately between the two extremes.

· Please provide separate ratings for each of the 14 terms that are frequently used to describe different types of ambiguity. As you respond, carefully consider their differences in meaning. A sample rating scale for one of these terms (“equivocal”) is presented below:

not at all equivocal
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely equivocal

[then, 2. mood; and 3. bodily felt sense]

As you complete these ratings, refer back as necessary to the instructions on the preceding page. Be sure to rate each selected passage for all 14 ambiguity scales, for all 11 mood scales, and for all 8 scales concerning bodily feelings.
PASSAGE #1: 

AMBIGUITY

1. not at all vague

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely vague

2. not at all obscure

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely obscure

3. not at all perplexing

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely perplexing

4. not at all puzzling

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely puzzling

5. not at all equivocal

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely equivocal

6. not at all indefinite

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely indefinite

7. not at all 


0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely
incongruous








incongruous

8. not at all discordant

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely discordant

9. not at all striking

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely striking

10. not at all evocative

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
extremely evocative

