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Department of Educational Policy Studies

Education in Developing Countries (EDPS 422 LEC X5)

Spring 2004

Monday-Friday: 10:30-12:55
Location: Ed. North 2-117
Instructor: Ali A. Abdi, Ph.D.

Office: 7-133K (Education North)

Office hours: by appointment

Tel. 492-6819; E-mail: aabdi@ualberta.ca
	Faculty of Education Equity Statement

The Faculty of Education, U of A, is committed to providing an environment of equality and respect for all people within the university community, and to educating faculty, staff, and students in developing teaching and learning contexts that are welcoming to all.




Education [when formulated and implemented with fairness and equity] is the great engine of national development.










Nelson Mandela

The highest purpose of education is not to teach facts, however important they may be, but to train the mind, to make citizens, and to develop character.










David McKay

Introduction and some objectives

There is a widespread understanding among researchers, institutional mangers and pragmatic political leaders that education, at least formal education, leads to social development. Social development, in the sense we are using it in this course, would comprise different aspects of educational, political, economic, technological, cultural, and emotional well-beings that either sustain or lead to desired material and social/psychological outcomes for individuals and groups of people in a given geographical location at the intersections of specific time zones. 

This introductory course, as the title indicates, has a hemispheric focus (South countries); as such, it   critically examines the situation of education in the developing zones of our world,  namely Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean region, and, of course, the First Nations peoples who are generally underdeveloped in the context of otherwise advanced economic and political systems. Our approach in understanding the relationship between educational situations and people’s livelihood possibilities will be mainly analytical. That is, while acquainting ourselves with the descriptive “formats” of educational characteristics and relationships, the central components of our focus should be responding more to the analytical demands of why the situation is as it is; what were the main catalysts that have produced current results, what social and other forces are maintaining present educational and development strata, and what changes are needed to realize schooling programs that are generally but also selectively conducive to people’s enfranchisement and progress.

 It should be important to note here that while discussing educational programs and possibilities, we are also, and on a parallel spectrum of observations, critiquing, both theoretically and practically, the historical and conceptual foundations of international development. More directly, before we assume, and we are just assuming at this point, that education would lead to needed schemes of human progress, we should also attempt to define, both subjectively and “objectively”, what kind of development is sought, for whom it is sought, and under what circumstances should it be attained. In that sense, we are not taking “anything” for granted, especially until we satisfy ourselves that we have asked all the necessary questions to make a more pragmatic and contemporary meaning of the topics under consideration. As such, allow me to predict, rather unscientifically, that by the time we finish this course, all of us would have selectively developed a discernible tendency to continually inquire about education, development and the current international status quo in standards of living, income distribution as well as the savage inequalities, to use Jonathan Kozol’s terms, in educational attainment and achievement across the globe.          

Course Material 

There is a course pack available in the SUB bookstore for this course. The pack contains required weekly readings that focus on both the theoretical and case studies aspects of education and development in the less industrialized countries of the world. 

Class Format

The class will be conducted with short topical presentations by the Instructor, followed by discussions that should include all students on the nature, the importance as well as the “problems” of the material under discussion. It is important that all members of the class partake in the crucial processes of examining the merits and the actual/situational relevance of the material under consideration. In that vein, thinking prospectively and critically about and ‘through’ the problems as well as the prospects of the case is fundamental.  

Assignments and evaluations

1. Class participation


10%

2. Class presentation


30%

3. Term-paper



30%

4. Final exam



30%

1.
The daily presence as well as the quality of each student’s contribution to class discussions will represent 10 percent of the total mark. This is your class, and without your presence and participation, our core objectives will not be realized.  

2. An in-class presentation (maximum time: 45-50 minutes) of a topic that is specific to a given developing country or countries will be undertaken by 2 students, with the format and contents of the project generally chosen by the presenters. The presentations could start as soon as possible, and all groups should give me their names, their chosen date and the title of their presentation by Wednesday May 12. Presentations will take place on May 18, 19, 20, 25 & 26. 
3. Each student will write a concise research paper of 5 typed, double-spaced pages on a topic that falls within the parameters of our course objectives. You should use books and journals, complemented, where necessary, by information from one or two internet sites. We will spend about 20 minutes to discuss any questions you may have on style, format or topics for the paper. The paper is due on May 25th. 

4. The final exam will cover all the readings as well as material discussed in class, and will be held on the last day of classes (May 28th). You will be given five questions of which you will answer three (each question will be worth 10   points) in a concise point-form or essay format.

Please note that your final mark will be based on the new letter grading system (A+, A, A-= excellent; B+, B, B-= good; C+, C, C-= satisfactory; D+= poor; D= minimal pass; F= failure). 

Course Calendar

Week one

May 10

Introduction to general concepts and theories.

May 11

Select Historical perspectives

Macaulay, Thomas (1994 ). Minute on Indian education. In B. Ashcroft, G. Griffiths &
H. Tiffin (Eds.), The Post-colonial studies reader. New York: Routledge.

Altbach, Philip (1994). Education and neocolonialism. In B. Ashcroft, G. Griffiths  & H.

Tiffin (Eds.), The Post-colonial studies reader. New York: Routledge.
Nyerere, Julius (1968). Education for Self-reliance, in J. Nyerere, Freedom and

Socialism: A Selection from Writings and Speeches, 1965-67. London: Oxford University Press. 

May 12
Globalization and Education

Stromquist, Nelly & Monkman, Karen (2000). Defining globalization and assessing its

implications on knowledge and education. In N. Stromquist & K. Monkman (Eds.), Globalization and education: Integration and contestation across cultures.

Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

Tikly, L. (2001). Globalisation and education in the postcolonial world: towards a

conceptual framework. Comparative Education, 37(2), 151-171.

Jan. 13
Education and Brain Drain 

Sanchez-Arnau, J.C & Calvo, E. (1987). International mobility and recognition of 

studies, diplomas and degrees: The brain drain towards the developed countries. Higher Education in Europe, XII:3, 63-69.

The New York Times (on the web) (February 11, 2001). The west lures its doctors;

South Africa fights back (www.nytimes.com/2001/02/11/world/11DOCT.html).

May 14
Democracy and Development: A Debate

Huntington, Samuel (1993). Economic development must precede democracy. In J.

Petrikin (Ed.), The third world: Opposing viewpoints. San Diego, CA: Greenhaven press. 

Sen, Amartya (1993). Economic development need not precede democracy. In J. Petrikin


(Ed.), The third world: Opposing viewpoints. San Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press.

Week two

Feb. 17
Indigenous Knowledges and Education

Dei, George (1995). Indigenous Knowledge as an Empowerment Tool for Sustainable 
Development. In V. Titi & N. Singh (Eds.), Empowerment: Towards Sustainable Development. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing.
Agrawal, Arun (1995). Dismantling the divide between indigenous and scientific

knowledge. Development and Change, Vol. 26, 413-439.
McGovern, Seana (1999). Postmodern analysis and the re-viewing of indigenous

knowledge: Power, culture and knowledge relations. In S. McGovern, Education, modern development and indigenous knowledge: An analysis of academic knowledge production. New York: Garland Press. 

May 18
Topics in African Education

Rwomire, Apollo (1998). Education and development: African perspectives. In J.

Nwomonoh (Ed.), Education and development in Africa. Bethesda, MD: International Scholar’s Press.

Abdi, Ali A. (2003). Searching for development education in Africa: select perspectives

on Somalia, South Africa and Nigeria. International Education Journal, 4(3), 192-200.
May 19
Topics in Asian Education

Lin, Jing, Ross, Heidi (1998). The potentials and problems of diversity in Chinese

 education. McGill Journal of Education, 33(1), 31-49.
Clarke, P., Fuller, B. (1997). Life in Indian classrooms: The influence of culture and

caste. Indian Educational Review, 32:2, 47-68.

May 20
Topics in Latin American Education

Henales, Lidia, Edwards, Beatrice (2000). Neoliberalism and educational reform in Latin
America. Current Issues in Comparative Education [Online], 2(2), Available at:

www.tc.columbia.edu/cice/vol02nr2/lhbeart1.htm [2000, April 30].
Denes, Christian A. (2003). Bolsa Escola: redefining poverty and development in Brazil.

International Education Journal, 4(2), 137-147.
May 21
Topics in Caribbean Education

Miller, Errol (1997). Education for all in the Caribbean: A mid-decade review of

Issues. Caribbean Journal of Education, 19:1, 1-35.

Bailey, B., Brown, M. (1997). Reengineering the primary curriculum in Jamaica:

 Improving effectiveness. Caribbean Journal of Education, 19:2, 147-161.

Week three

May 24: Victoria Day, no classes

May 25
Topics in First Nations Education 

Battiste, Marie (1998). Enabling the autumn seed: Toward a decolonized approach to

 Aboriginal knowledge, language and education. Canadian Journal of Native

 Education, 22:1, 17-27.
Kirkness, Verna (1998). The critical state of Aboriginal languages in Canada. Canadian

 Journal of Native Education, 22:1, 10-15.

May 26 

Special Focus: Educating Street Children and Refugees

Epstein, Irving (1996). Educating street children: Some cross-cultural perspectives.

Comparative Education, 32:3, p. 289, 14 pages.
Preston, Rosemary (1991). The Provision of education to refugees in places of

temporary asylum: Some implications for development. Comparative Education, 27:1, 61-81.

May 27

Conclusion and discussion of final projects.

May 28
Final Exam: same room, same time.

Select additional Sources

General

Dei, George et al. (2000). Indigenous knowledges in global contexts: Multiple readings of

 our world. Toronto: University of Toronto Press

D’Oyley, V., Blunt, A., Barnhardt, R. (Eds.) (1994). Education and development:
Lessons from the third world. Calgary: Detselig Enterprises.

Fagerlind, I., Saha, L. (1985). Education and national development: A comparative

 perspective. Toronto: Praeger Publishers.

Freire, Paulo (1993). Pedagogy of the oppressed. New York: Seabury.

Freire, Paulo (1998). Pedagogy of freedom: Ethics, democracy, and civic courage.


Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

Torres, Carlos, Arnove, Robert (Eds.) (1998). Globalization and education: Critical


 perspectives. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

Africa

Abdi, Ali A. (2002). Culture, education and development in South Africa. Westport, CT

& London: Bergin & Garvey.
Abdi, Ali A. (1998). Education in Somalia: history, destruction and calls for


reconstruction. Comparative Education, 34(3), 327-340.

Hartshorne, Ken (1999). The making of education policy in South Africa. Oxford: Oxford


 University Press.

Harber, Clive (1997). Education, democracy and political development in Africa.


Portland, OR: Sussex Academic Press.

Makudi, Edith (1999). Public funding of primary funding in Kenya: Recent trends,

 challenges and implications. International Journal of Educational Reform, 8(4),

 
383-3-87.

Nwagwu, Cordelia (1997). The environment of crisis in the Nigerian education system.

 Comparative Education 33(10, 87-95.

Kallaway et al. (Eds.) (1997). Education after apartheid: South African education in

 transition. Cape Town: University of Cape Town Press.

Asia

Chan, D., Mok, K (2001). Educational reforms and coping strategies under the tidal wave

of marketisation: A comparative study of Hong Kong and the mainland. Comparative Education, 37(1), 21-41.

Crook, N. (1996). The transmission of knowledge in South Asia: essays on education,

religion, history and politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Ghosh, R., Talbani, A. (1998). Women, education and development in India. In G. Mak


(Ed.), Women, education and development in Asia. New York: Garland Press.

Levin, Keith (1998). Education in emerging Asia: Patterns, policies and futures into the


21st century. International Journal of Educational Development, 18(2), 81-118.

Ordonez, Victor, Maclean, Rupert (2000). Open file: Education in Asia. Prospects:

 Quarterly Review of Education (Special Issue), 30(3).

Tilak, J.B.G. (1994). Education for development in Asia. Delhi: Sage.

Latin America

La Belle, Thomas (2000). The changing nature of non-formal education in Latin

America. Comparative Education, 36(1), 21-36.

Psacharopoulos, G., Ng, Ying (1995). Earnings and education in Latin America.


Education Economics, 2(2), 187-207.

Tatto, Maria (1999). Education reform and state power in Mexico: The paradoxes of

 
decentralization. Comparative Education Review, 43(3), 251-282.

Torres, C., Puiggros, A. (1998). Latin American education: Comparative perspectives.

 Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

First Nations

Battiste, Marie (Ed.) (2000). Maintaining Aboriginal identity, language, and culture in

modern society. In M. Battiste (Ed.), Reclaiming indigenous voice and vision. Vancouver: UBC Press.

Chamberlin, Edward (2000). From hand to mouth: The postcolonial politics of oral and

written traditions. In M. Battiste (Ed.), Reclaiming indigenous voice and vision. Vancouver: UBC Press. 

Kirkness, Verna (1999). Aboroginal education in Canada: A retrospective and a

 prospective. Journal of American Indian Education, 39(1), 14-30.

Wilson, Stanley (1997). Honoring spiritual knowledge. Canadian Journal of Native

 Education, 22.

Caribbean

Howe, Glenford (2000). Higher education in the Caribbean: Past, present and future 


directions. Kingston: University Press of the West Indies.

Inter Press Service Online (2000). Caribbean: “Education for all” goal eludes regional

governments (available at: www.oneworld.org/ips2/mar00/09_18_023.html).  

McCourtie, Lena (1998). The politics of Creole language education in Jamaica: 1891-

1921 and the 1990s. Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 19(2), 108-127. 

World Bank (1993). Caribbean region: access, quality, and efficiency in education.

 Washington, D.C.: World Bank.

