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As the Coordinator of the Africa Society, it is my great pleasure to
welcome all of our conference participants to this, our salute to an African
Renaissance.

We hope this year’s conference, “Prospects for an African Renaissance: Culture, Development,
Reconciliation,” both broadens and deepens our understanding of the opportunities and challenges
facing the African continent. As our opening theme for the millennium reflects, we see this moment
as one of reconciliation, renewal and, indeed, a renaissance that promises to make the 21st century,
“the African Century.”

Our choice of the open and visionary language of an African Renaissance, although deliberate,
acknowledges the fluid and contradictory spaces in which culture operates in a globalizing Africa.
As Pitika Ntuli of the African Renaissance Institute in South Africa emphasizes, “we need to
acknowledge where we come from in order to know where we are going.” So, for us, a renaissance
must encompass a revival of African languages, literatures, religions, philosophies and theatre. It
must acknowledge and celebrate African civilizations without attempting to impose a singular vision
for all. This rebirth, after all, takes place in an era of globalization and diversity, of hybridity and
mestissage culturel.  In this new cultural space, states Nigerian Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka, the
paradox of “Globalization and Diversity - Conflict or Harmony? – this is the insistent theme of our
fin du siecle, of our very millennial consciousness.”

Thus, we in the Africa Society see one of our challenges in this century as remaining self-reflexive
as we help to define, refine and articulate a “third space” for Africa. An African Renaissance
undoubtedly will need to include an enthusiasm for negotiated peace, an energetic defense of
diplomatic initiatives and an ever more inclusive and participatory democratic process.  It will
continue to recognize, as South Africa’s President Thabo Mbeki puts it, that “People must be their
own liberators.”  This can be seen as a wake up call for African intellectuals on the continent and in
the Diaspora to speak the truth to power and “to be angry with the history of enslavement,
colonization” and any other instruments and modalities of repression.

In order to put substantive content into the evolving notion of an African Renaissance, partnerships
must be forged with individuals, organizations and communities of good will. In our own small way,
we have been able to forge a critical alliance with Alberta’s universities and colleges, community
groups, governmental and non-governmental organizations and the private sector in order to promote
awareness about Africa in general and our hopes for an African Renaissance in particular.

In this context, we welcome all of you to Edmonton. We especially extend a warm welcome to our
international guests who have travelled far in order to share their insights with us. And we offer
sincere thanks to all of our sponsors, volunteers and supporters for joining us in this timely dialogue
on Africa’s renewal in the 21st century.

Malinda S. Smith
Conference Convenor

A Warm Welcome to Participants!
Dr. Malinda S. Smith
Assistant Professor, Athabasca University
and Coordinator, The Africa Society
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Welcome to the University of Alberta

President of the University of Alberta,
Roderick D. Fraser, Ph.D.

On behalf of the University of Alberta, I would like to welcome you to the 2000 Africa
Society Conference, “Prospects for an African Renaissance: Culture, Development,
Reconciliation.”

One of our key strategic initiatives as an institution is internationalization. We are committed
to building an internationally vibrant learning and research environment within our
University of Alberta campus. We are delighted to be hosts to the Africa Society Conference
as you promote the discussion of imperative international issues.

As your keynote speaker, Wole Soyinka has said, “of those imperatives that challenge our
being, our presence, and our humane definition at this time, none can be considered more
pervasive than the end of racism, the eradication of human inequality, and the dismantling of
all their structures.” Soyinka’s riveting biography serves as a call to action – a stirring
reminder of the incredible amount of work left to be done in the area of human rights.

The University of Alberta extends our thanks to the organizing committee from the Africa
Society and to all those who have provided support.

I have no doubt that this will be a first-rate gathering, which will be both productive and
enjoyable for all. I wish you many successes in your discussions, and hope that you enjoy
your time at the University of Alberta.

We look forward to sharing this experience with you.

Roderick D. Fraser, Ph.D.
President
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I t is a great pleasure to extend my warmest greetings to everyone attending the Africa

Greeting from the Government of Canada

Honourable David Kilgour, M.P.
Edmonton Southeast

Secretary of State (Latin America and
Africa)

Society Conference at the University of Alberta, February 25-26, 2000. This year’s theme,
Prospects for an African Renaissance: Culture, Development, Reconciliation, is one of great
interest. I am delighted to be able to participate in this year’s event.

Too often we are reminded of the conflicts, poverty and suffering on the African continent.
In my visits to Africa as Secretary of State, I have had numerous opportunities to see a more
positive side of Africa – a rapidly changing continent that has led many to refer to an
“African Renaissance.” Ancient African cultures are being rediscovered and reinvented in a
flourishing of African arts and music that has received acclaim on the world stage. African
economic success stories are becoming more visible, and are prompting new interest among
Canadians in growing trade opportunities.

Reconciliation is also a reality of the Renaissance. Africans themselves are playing the
leading role in resolving the conflicts of the past. What better example of reconciliation than
the post-apartheid era of South Africa?

Canada’s relations with Africa are becoming deeper and more complex. No longer can we
view our relations as between donor and recipient. Increasingly we are partners in the pursuit
of human security, democratic development and sustainable economic development.

Your conference addresses many important themes related to the African Renaissance, and
features a number of prominent and interesting speakers. On behalf of the Government of
Canada, best wishes for a very successful conference.

David Kilgour, M.P.
Secretary of State (Latin America and Africa)



Prospects for an African Renaissance    6

A warm welcome to everyone attending the 2000 Africa Society Conference!

Edmonton Salutes You!

I wish participants a productive time together as you meet to exchange information, discuss
challenges and build understanding.  Everyone will be sure to benefit from the conference’s
program and spark new thinking about culture and development in Africa.

Edmonton is proud to be the site of this valuable conference.  Thank you to all organizers
who have put their time and effort into making the event a success.  To everyone visiting our
city, I wish you an enjoyable stay.  Take some time to explore our many attractions and to
sample our numerous restaurants.  Whatever your interests, there is something great waiting
for you in Edmonton.

Best wishes for an engaging and productive conference.

Yours truly,

Bill Smith
Mayor

Bill Smith
Mayor of Edmonton
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The Africa Society
Prospects for an African Renaissance:

Culture, Development, and Reconciliation
Friday, February 25 and Saturday, February 26, 2000

Conference site: The site for the Africa Society conference papers and Youth Forum will be the Humanities
Centre, Lecture Theatres 1-4, Saskatchewan Drive, University of Alberta.  The Friday evening public address
by Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka will take place at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium.  The Saturday
evening Tribute will be held in the Timms Centre for the Performing Arts.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
&   SCHEDULE  OF EVENTS

FRIDAY , FEBRUARY 25, 2000

11:00-1:00 p.m. Conference Registration, Humanities Centre, U of A

1:00-2:30 p.m.

1:00-1:10 p.m. Conference Welcome and Opening
Humanities Lecture Theatre 1

1:10-1:20 p.m. Introduction to the Hon. André Jaquet, South Africa’s High Commissioner to Canada and
Dr. Michael Clough, American foreign policy advisor
by Mr. Terry Mackey, University of Alberta International

1:20-1:50 p.m. Address by His Excellency André Jaquet of South Africa
“South Africa’s Vision of an African Renaissance”

2:00-2:30 p.m. Address by Dr. Michael Clough, University of California-Berkeley
“American Foreign Policy in Africa in the 1990s”

2:30-2:40 p.m. BREAK

2:40-3:50 p.m. PLENARY: Canadian Human Rights Policy in Africa
Humanities Lecture Theatre 1
* Hon. David Kilgour, Secretary of  State for Africa and Latin America
“Canada and Human Rights in Africa”
* Mr. John Harker, Canada’s Human Rights Envoy to the Sudan, “Human Security in
Sudan”
*Frank Boahene, CIDA, Ottawa, “Institutional Restructuring, Social Cohesion and
Community Survival”
Moderator: Dr. Miriam Grant, Associate Dean, Graduate Studies
and Research, University of Calgary

3:50-4:00 p.m. BREAK

Faculty of Social Sciences
Community Relations Office

Sponsored  by:
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m.

A. Media, Information Technologies and the African Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 1
1. Kofi Akosah-Sarpong (Carleton Univ. Ottawa) - “The Role of the African Media As Facilitators of the African
Renaissance”
2. Bala Musa (Northwestern College, Orange City, Iowa) - “Globalization and Media Literacy in West Africa”
3. Patience Akpan (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) - “Gender and ICTs for Development: A Study of Women’s
Usage of Information Technology in Nigeria”
4. Wisdom Tettey (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary) - “The Internet and Cyberpolitics: Implications for Participatory
Democracy in Ghana”
Chair: Ms. Sandra Rein, University of Alberta

B. Globalization, Literacy and the African Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 2
1. Annette Richardson  (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) - “Whither Education? Children and Educational Rights in
Sierra Leone”
2. Stephen Appiah-Padi (Northwestern College, Orange City, Iowa) - “The Consequences of Globalization on
Educational and Literacy Development in Ghana”
3. Enid McLymont (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton/Northern Caribbean Univ. Jamaica) - “Employing The Trust-
Building Tools of Cognitive Coaching Discourse for Effective Communication in Teaching and Learning”
Chair:  Dr. Stephen Appiah-Padi, Northwestern College, Iowa

C. The Place of “Tradition” in the Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 3
1. Donald I. Ray and Meghan Dalrymple (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)- “Non-Traditional Communications and
Traditional Leadership in Africa: The Case of the Traditional Authority Applied Research Network”
2. Adenike Yesufu (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)- “African Traditional Religions in the New Millennium”
Chair:  Dr. Pam Willoughby, Anthropology, University of Alberta

7:30 p.m.  A Public Lecture by Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka
Friday, February 25, 2000

7:00 p.m.
 Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium

Special Performances:
Wajjo Drummers

Nigerian Okoto Dance Troupe
Movements: Afro-Caribbean Dance Ensemble

All tickets $10.00 available through Ticketmaster
(780) 451 8000 or online at: http://www.ticketmaster.com
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SATURDAY , FEBRUARY 26, 2000

8:00-8:30 a.m. REGISTRATION
Coffee and light refreshment

8:30-10:00 a.m. PLENARY: Human & Environmental Security
Sponsored by:  Amnesty Internation
Humanities Lecture Theatre 1
* Ms. Diana Wiwa, Co-ordinator, Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni Peoples
(MOSOP), Nigeria, “Gender, Human Rights and the Environment in Nigeria.”
* Mr. Paul Carrick, Executive Director, CAUSE Canada, “Rehabilitation and
Reconciliation: Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone.”
*Chief Matthew Tornwe, III, Jr., “Migration and Refugees in West Africa:  The Ogonis”
*Ms. Linda Dale, Cultural Connections, “Rehabilitating Child Soldiers in Rwanda”
Moderator: Dr. Fred Judson, University of Alberta

10:00-10:10 a.m. BREAK

SATURDAY MORNING 10:10 - 11:25

D.  African Philosophy, Social Justice and the African Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 2
1. Bruce B. Janz (Augustana Univ., Camrose)   - “Philosophy and Its Communities: Can Philosophy be Practical in
Africa?”
2. M.A. Ikhariale (Univ. of Venda, Thohoyandou, South Africa) - “African Philosophy, Social Justice and the Rule
of Law: Some Reflections on Modern Constitutionalism”
3. Andrea Brown (Southern Utah Univ., Cedar City, Utah)  - “Tanzanian Unity: 2000 Elections and the Zanzibar
Crisis”
Chair: Dr. Emmanuel Chukwudi Eze, Bucknell University

E.  External Actors/Institutions and the African Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 3
1. Sandra Rein (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) - “Crisis in Sierra Leone: The Failure of International Institutions?”
2. Ian S. Spears (Univ. of Toronto, Toronto)- “Confidence Building Measures in Africa: The Opportunities and
Constraints”
3. Francis K. Abiew (Univ. of Windsor, Windsor) and Tom Keating (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) “Outside Actors
and the Politics of Peace Building and Reconciliation”
Chair: Mr. Peter Ferguson, University of Alberta

F.  En-Gendering the African Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 4
1. Phil Okeke (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) - “Africa’s Women, Social Research and Development Visions for the
Next Millennium”
2.Maritha Snyman and Daisy Mahlatji (Univ. of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa) - “Rural Women and Rural
Development in Africa: The Case of the Apel Women’s Association in South Africa”
3. Marc Epprecht (Trent University, Peterborough)- “‘Loose Women’ and  colonial crisis in Lesotho, 1884-1935”
Chair: Ms. Patricia Paton, University of Alberta

Amnesty
International
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SATURDAY MORNING 11:30-12.45

G.  Prospects for Reconciliation
Humanities Lecture Theatre 2
1. Kenneth Christie (Univ. of Bergen, Norway) - “The South African Truth Commission: Remembering and For-
getting”
2. Tsoeu Petlane (National Univ. of Lesotho, Maseru, Lesotho) - “African Renaissance: From Alienation to Rec-
onciliation”
3. Sujaya Dhanvantari (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) - “In Search of Peace: Franz Fanon’s Desire for Absolute
Reconciliation in French Algeria.”
Chair: TBA

H.  Theatre and Film in the African Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 3
1. Oliver Kamau (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)- “Crossing the Boundaries of Educational Research: A Critical
Look at Educational Drama”
2. Jerry White (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) - “Djibil Diop Mambety’s Critical Cinema - Formal and Political
Concerns”
3. Lori Pollock (Queens Univ., Kingston) - “Performing Reconciliation: Post-Apartheid Theatre in South Africa”
Chair: Ms. Gloria Filax, University of Alberta

I.  Restructuring and Governance in the African Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 4
1. Fred Judson (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) - “The Elements of ANC/MK Cadre Morale: Voices from Mpumalanga”
2. Ifeanyi C. Ezeonu (Univ. of Toronto, Toronto)- “The GATT-Uruguay Round Agreements and the Implications
for Sub-Saharan Africa”
3. 4. E.J. van Rooyen and A.J. Antonites (Univ. of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa) - “Prospects for an African
Renaissance: The Potential Environmental Impact in the Maputo Development Corridor (MDC) in the SADC
Region”
4. Johan Oberholster and Marius Koen (Univ. of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa)-
“Financial Reporting for the African Renaissance: A South African Experience”
Chair: Dr. Korbla Puplampu, Sociology, University of Alberta

12:45-1:45 p.m.   LUNCH

1:45-3:30p.m. PLENARY: Prospects for an African Renaissance
Sponsored by:  Athabasca University
Humanities Lecture Theatre 1
*Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka
* Dr. Emmanuel Chukwudi Eze, Professor of Philosophy, Bucknell University, “Renascent
Africa: Philosophical Sketches”
* Dr. Joy Kwesiga, Dean of Social Sciences, Makerere University, Uganda, “En-Gendering
the African Renaissance”
* Dr. Julius O. Ihonvbere, Program Officer, Governance and Civil Society,
Ford Foundation, New York, “Governance and Civil Society in the African Renaissance”
*Dr. Abdul-Rasheed Na’Allah, African Literature, Western Illinois University, “Moving
Africa Forward:  from Alienation to Participation in the 21st century”

3:30-3:40 p.m. COFFEE BREAK
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SATURDAY AFTERNOON   3:40-4:40 p.m.

J.  Shrines in African Societies
Humanities Lecture 2
1. Doyle Hatt (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)- “Shrines and the Social Organization of Space in Morocco”
2. Brian C. Vivian (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary, AB/SUNY-Binghamton, New York) - “Asante Spirits of the Land
and the Gods of Kings”
3. Allan Dawson (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary) - “Who ‘owns’ the Earth? Shrines and Ancestors Among the Konkomba
of Northern Ghana”
4. Charles Mather (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)- “Shrines as Assertions of Political Dominance in Northern Ghana”
5. Judith Sterner (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary) - “Founders, Rituals, and Shrines: Defining Community in the North-
ern Mandara Mountains”
Chair:  Dr. Ann McDougall, CMEAS, University of Alberta

K.  Refugees, the Displaced and Brain Drain
Humanities Lecture Theatre 3
1. Christine Baghdady (Grant MacEwan College, Edmonton)- “Refugees in Africa: The Situation in Egypt”
2. Charles Quist-Adade (Wayne State Univ., Detroit, Michigan)  - “Children of the Cold War: The Life and Plight
of African Russians”
3. Sogunro Olusegun (Central Connecticut State Univ., New Britain, Connecticut)- “African Renaissance in the
21st Century: Combating the Brain Drain of African Academics and Professionals”
Chair:  Dr. Chaldeans Mensah, Social Sciences, Grant McEwan

L.  African Literature and the Renaissance
Humanities Lecture Theatre 4
1. Maureen Hawkins (Univ. of Lethbridge, Lethbridge) - “Race and Gender and South African Identity in The
Island and My Children! My Africa!”
2. Nora Stovel (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) “Long Drums and Cannons: Nigerian Dramatists and Novelists
1952-66”
3. Lahoucine Ouzgane (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton) -  “The Rape Continuum: Masculinities in Ben. Jelloun’s The
Sand Child and El Saadawi’s God Dies by the Nile”
4. Kamba Tchitala (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)- “La Problématique de la Sexualité Féminine Chez Les Luba du
Kasaï”
Chair: Dr. Lahoucine Ouzgane, English, University of Alberta

DINNER

8:00 p.m. A Musical and Dramatic Tribute to Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka
The Africa Society and University of Alberta Department of Drama

Saturday, February 26, 2000
8:00 pm, Timms Centre for the Arts, 112 Street and 87 Avenue

Special Performances:
Dramatic Readings from the works of Wole Soyinka

Nigerian Okoto Dance Troupe
West African Music Ensemble

Presentation of The Africa Society’s “Friend of Africa Award”

All tickets $5.00 available at the Timms Centre Box Office
(780) 492-2495 (box office hours are noon - 5 p.m. Tues. - Fri. and one hour before performances)
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THE AFRICA SOCIETY
Prospects for an African Renaissance:

Culture, Development, Reconciliation

YOUTH FORUM

Friday 25 February 2000
Humanities Lecture Theatre 4, University of Alberta

1:30-5:45 p.m. YOUTH FORUM, Friday 25 February
Global Connections: Human Rights, Children and Youth

1:30-1:45 p.m. Welcome and Introductions

1:45-2:45 p.m. Linda Dale, Cultural Connections, “Children and War: Memory and the Prospects of
Forgiveness” (Rwanda, Uganda and Central America).

2:45-2:55 p.m. BREAK

3:00-4:15 p.m. U of A Black Students Association (BSA) film documentary
Carrie McCloud, “Theatre for Development in India.”

4:15-4:20 p.m. BREAK

4:20-5:30 p.m. NGOs, Youth, Reconciliation and Development
Moderator: Charlene Ball, Canada World Youth (India, Colombia, Poland)
Carrie McCloud, CAUSE Canada (India)
Michael Salomons, Canada World Youth participant (Mexico, Congo-Zaire, Kenya)
Linda Dale, Cultural Connections (Rwanda, Sudan, Central America)

Exhibit: “First Comes the Darkness: Children’s memories of war.” This title was
taken from a Rwandan youth’s description of war. A small exhibit containing self-
portraits, story drawings and other visual material created in the workshops. The
exhibit provides a collective portrait of children’s experiences of war, of the genocide
in Rwanda and of life “in the bush” for child soldiers in Uganda.
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ABSTRACTS

Session A:  Media, Information Technologies and the African Renaissance

Kofi  Akosah-Sarpong (Carleton Univ. , Ottawa)
“The Role of the African Media As Facilitators of the ‘African Renaissance’”

The paper demonstrates that the before and after independence the African mass media have been one of  the key
facilitator of  shepherding the continent towards progress i.e independence from the colonialists. With the dawn of
“African Renaissance,” a new development paradigm that  fuses the rebirth of African culture and tradition with
paradigm that  fuses the rebirth of African culture and tradition with global cultural elements like human-rights,
democracy, free market economics, women’s emancipation, youth mobilization, technology the African journalist
is enjoined to re-enhance his/her role as facilitator of Africa’s rebirth. Paradoxically, the same African culture
that’s being revived has to be scrutinized by the African journalist while at the same time protecting the African
culture/tradition from the pressures of globalisation and recast some of the misconceptions of the African culture
in the global community. Furthermore, in a continent where most African ethnic groups do not know and understand
each other the facilitating role of the African journalist in the African Renaissance context is intra- and inter-African
comparative reporting in order to foster intra- and inter-African understanding, helping to put at bay much of the
dissociative tendencies raging the continent. This paper examines how the role of the  African journalist in the
reconstruction of the African and in the African Renaissance.

Bala Musa (Northwestern College, Orange City, Iowa, USA)
“Globalization and Media Literacy in West Africa”

While the global community is descending from the industrial revolution and catching the wave of the information
revolution, sub-Saharan Africa is yet to commence its journey in that direction. If the region is going to benefit
from the new wave of global change, it must acquire not only the tools, but also the skills necessary for survival and
competition in the information age.  This paper undertakes a critical assessment of the current state of media
literacy in West Africa. The paper suggests that if the region is to be well-served by the communication technology
revolution, the focus of media literacy must shift from a passive consumer to an active and perceptive audience
approach.

Patience Akpan (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“Gender and ICTs for development: A study of women’s usage of information technology in Nigeria”

Advances in the development of new information and communication technologies (ICTs) have fueled debates
about their potential for development in Africa. Some have gone as far as tagging development of the ICTs as
“Africa’s Industrial Revolution.” A major assumption in the debate linking African development to the new ICTs
centres on the uses of information for development. These technologies are also seen as both means to development
and end-goals in themselves. In this paper, I will consider the intersection of gender and technology -- specifically
ICTs -- in the continent=s development efforts. That is, if women and ICTs are expected to usher in the African
renaissance, it is important to know precisely how women engage with these ICTs in the process of development.
The paper addresses questions concerning the use of new ICTs by women in Nigeria. The paper will argue that for
women on the one hand, and ICTs on the other, to play a crucial role in Africa=s renaissance, it will be necessary
for women to use these technologies as extensively as the infrastructure permits. They should also participate in
the making of policies concerning these new technologies.

Wisdom Tettey (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)
“The Internet and Cyberpolitics: Implications for Participatory Democracy in Ghana”

There are two main views on the relationship between technology ( Information and Communications Technolo-
gies (ICTs) and politics. To the “utopians,” relationship has the potential in transforming political interactions
among citizens in a manner that suggests the empowerment of the former and enables them to influence policy
decisions. The “Dystopians,” argue that ICTs will just produce a façade of democracy and popular participation
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because the elite manipulate information technologies to fit their institutional and personal agendas. This paper
attempts to ascertain the validity of these two perspectives, based on an analysis of political discussions among
Ghanaians on Internet forums. It analyses the nature of political communication and democratic participation to
determine the extent to which this technology is changing the face of Ghanaian politics at the dawn of the new
millennium.  Issues to be discussed include who has access to the forums; topics that are discussed; what influence
these digital forums have on political decision making in Ghana; and the extent to which they replicate or differ
from the affective and emotive manifestations of political interaction in the “real” world.

Session B:  Globalization, Literacy and the African Renaissance

Annette Richardson (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“Whither Education? Children and Educational Rights in Sierra Leone”

Children “have a right to education ... in a spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance and friendship among all
people,”  according to Provision Four of the 1989 Convention of the Rights of the Child. However, this right
differs significantly from the reality in Sierra Leone. The physical, psychological, and social development of
Sierra Leonian children is at risk because schooling disruption is viewed as insignificant compared to facilitation
of civil unrest. The Schooling Disruption Model will be applied to analyze the situation confronting Sierra Leonian
children. UN reports, Internet sources, secondary sources will support the argument that rights of children to an
education in Sierra Leone are in grave violation of the Convention.

Stephen K. Appiah-Padi (Northwestern College, Orange City, Iowa, USA)
“The Consequences of Globalization on Educational and Literacy Development of Ghana”

While the global community is descending from the industrial revolution and catching the wave of the information
revolution, sub-Saharan Africa is yet to commence its journey in that direction. If the region is going to benefit
from the new wave of global change, it must acquire not only the tools, but also the skills necessary for survival
and competition in the information age. Focusing on Ghana, the paper takes a critical look at the current educa-
tional reform initiatives. It concludes that the neoliberal agenda of economic globalization that is the main motiva-
tion for such reforms, has succeeded in weakening the entire education system of the country, achieving neither
quality basic education nor equality of education. The paper concludes with a discussion of possible educational
policy strategies to halt the downward trend and attempt meaningful national literacy development suitable for the
demands of the global system in the 21st century.

Enid F. McLymont (Univ. of Alberta/ Northern Caribbean Univ. Jamaica)
“Employing the Trust-Building Tools of Cognitive Coaching Discourse for Effective Communication in
Teaching and Learning”

My concerns about the low national achievement in mathematics at the exiting high-school level in Jamaica led me
to conceptualize, introduce, and examine the development of an alternative approach for professional development
and to explore the generation and use of this approach for the teaching and learning of mathematics at the high-
school level. This paper seeks potential answers on how the use of the tools of Cognitive Coaching Discourses
served to facilitate effective communication skills. Four mathematics teachers and one of each teacher’s classes
from Dominion High (a pseudonym) volunteered to participate in a multiple-embedded qualitative case study.
Data were collected for one school term from students written reflections and videotaped semi-structured focus-
group interviews with both teachers and students. The findings that emerged included the following: The professional
development process generated an alternative approach that promoted a nonjudgmental climate for learning and
encouraged greater levels of communication; teachers and students were empowered to think, to develop their
creativity, and to “take charge” of their own learning. Employing the tools, they made deliberate attempts to
remove judgmental messages from classroom discourses; this enhanced the building of trust. From these findings,
it can be concluded that  professional development of this fluid and dynamic approach generated collaborative
communities and led to the transformation of the teaching and learning context as the tools were employed. This
study is of theoretical and practical significance to administrators, to college and university educators, and to
teachers and students of other subjects areas not only in Jamaica but also in other developing countries including
African countries.
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Session C:  The Place of “Tradition” in the Renaissance

Donald I. Ray and Meghan Dalrymple (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)
“Non-Traditional Communications and Traditional Leadership in Africa: The Case of the Traditional
Authority Applied Research Network (TAARN)”

The purpose of TAARN is to bring together researchers and students, governments and non-government policy
makers and administrators, and chiefs (i.e. traditional authority practitioners) based throughout the world, but
initially mainly in Africa, in order to discuss selected major policy questions involving traditional authority, so as
to produce policy results that will enhance development. This paper will discuss the creation of TAARN, the
various components and projects that it is involved in, as well as the electronic component of TAARN. The paper
will share the initial experiences of the international seminar of TAARN and in conclusion discuss the future of
TAARN and its various project, as well as a discussion about the role of non-traditional communications in building
policy change and development.

Adenike Yesufu (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“African Traditional Religions in the New Millennium”

This paper will examine the African Traditional Religions (ATR) in the new millennium especially in the light of
the hype about the Second Coming of Christ.  The World Evangelical Research Center ranking Christianity as
having the largest  number of adherents, Islam as second largest and African traditional and other primal religions
as sixth. Against this background, the paper will focus on various aspect of African Traditional Religions (teachings,
practices, etc) and explore how ATR will survive in the face of the activities of other world religions in the new
millennium.

Session D:  African Philosophy, Social Justice and the African Renaissance

Bruce B. Janz (Augustana Univ., Camrose)
“Philosophy and its Communities: Can Philosophy be Practical in Africa?”

Just as it is de rigueur among African philosophers to ask about the existence of philosophy in Africa, it is just as
common to make some comment about the importance of practicality in African philosophy. Defining this practicality,
however, is considerably more difficult. Versions of practicality range from viewing philosophy as essentially
impractical (it is science that is practical, and Africa needs to work on establishing a tradition of science before it
can have a tradition of philosophy -- Paulin Hountondji), to arguing that philosophy needs to direct its efforts at
analyzing social problems (Kwame Gyekye), to suggesting that philosophy needs to focus on both prudential and
moral concerns (Odera Oruka), to insisting that “[w]hat is needed is not so much the recovery of practical philosophy
as the recovery of the philosophy of practice.” (Ngugi wa Thiong’o)  I will critically examine the versions of
practicality and offer a suggestion on another version of practicality, which takes into account the priorities of
these four while overcoming some of their limits.

M. A. Ikhariale (University of Venda, Thohoyandou, South Africa)
“African  philosophy, social justice and the rule of law: some reflections on modern constitutionalism”

This paper shall examine the conceptual relationship between African Renaissance as recently re-enacted by President
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa and the lingering problems of the denial of the existence of an African philosophy of
law since the colonial times. Legal philosophers have generally ignored the fact that every society must necessarily
develop its own idea of law and that Africa could no be an exception. This paper shall attempt to explore the
fallacy associated with this denial.  Problems of crime and criminality as well as constitutional instability in Africa
can be explained by the fact that what has come to be known as “law” in modern African nation-states consists
mainly of imported concepts of justice which have no historical or cultural relationship with the society they are
meant to serve. Whereas the Western idea of justice is about “winners” and “losers” in court, the African conception
of law is built around consensus and reconciliation, two objectives that are hardly compatible with what is currently
being practiced even unsuccessfully. This paper will draw jurisprudential and social justifications for the call to
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africanized African law by making use of legal principles developed around ubuntu and other African concepts
which have so far proved to be very helpful in constitutional adjudication in the post-apartheid South Africa.

Andrea M. Brown (Southern Utah Univ., Cedar City, Utah, USA)
“Tanzanian Unity: 2000 Elections and the Zanzibar Crisis”

Tanzania held its first multiparty elections since independence in 1995, won by the ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi
(CCM).  Claims of a real commitment to democratization rang somewhat hollow due to the widespread irregularities
and tampering with results in Zanzibar.  The past five years have not seen a resolution in the dispute between CCM
and CUF (the Civic United Front)-- a predominantly Muslim party with significant support on both islands of
Zanzibar. In fact, relations have worsened, with donors suspending aid, fears that tourism will be negatively
affected, and the detention of 17 members of CUF on grounds of treason for their refusal to recognize the CCM
government.  The union between Zanzibar and mainland Tanzania has been shaky since they merged in 1963, but
this current crisis is the biggest challenge yet to be faced.  In the lead-up to the national elections planned for
September 2000, several questions emerge.  If CUF is allowed to fairly compete and they win the vote in Zanzibar
-- how likely are they to push for breaking up the union?  Is this what Zanzibaris really want?  What course of
action is in the best interests of Zanzibaris?  This paper argues that the threats to the continuation of the union
between Zanzibar and the mainland are stronger if CUF is prohibited from participating or if election results are
tampered with again.  It is not in the best interest of Zanzibar to separate and there will be significant external
pressure for them not to do so, as well as popular hesitation.  However, with continued violations of human rights
and a lack of democratic freedoms, which are being extended to the rest of the nation, tensions in Zanzibar will
escalate and repairing relations will become impossible.

Session E:  External Actors/Institutions and the African Renaissance

Sandra Rein (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“Crisis in Sierra Leone: The Failure of International Institutions?”

For more than nine years Sierra Leone has undergone one of the world’s most destructive civil conflicts.  Since
July 1999, hopes have been raised by the signing of a Peace Accord between the elected Government of Sierra
Leone and the Revolutionary United Front and commitment of the United Nations to actively participate in a
peacekeeping mission in Sierra Leone. However, the recent interest of the International Community in the conflict
which has plagued Sierra Leone for these many years seems to be a case of “too little too late.”  This paper
proposes to critically examine the actions of International Institutions in the case of Sierra Leone.  Given the
fragility of the peace accord, the paper will also assess the future prospects for international involvement in the
cause of supporting peace in Sierra Leone.

Ian S. Spears (Univ. of Toronto, Toronto)
“Confidence Building Measures in Africa: The Opportunities and Constraints”

There is a broad literature which considers confidence building measures (CBMs) in various regions of the world.
Largely absent from this literature, however, is a discussion which explicitly links confidence building with
specifically African contexts. In spite of this deficiency, it is incorrect to state that CBMs have not be utilized as
important tools in Africa peace processes. Knowingly or not, Africans, non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
and mediators employ measures meant to increase security, trust and cooperation between disputants. An objective
of this paper, then, is to fill in this gap in the literature. The paper will be organized as follows: first, efforts will be
made to defineCBMs and its related terms; second, there will be a discussion of the contexts in which CBMs are
likely to be implemented and the challenges that present themselves; third, a variety of different CBMs will be
analyzed; fourth, the conditions most conducive to the effective implementation of CBMs will be presented; fifth,
will be discussion of the controversial issues of disarmament and international involvement; sixth will be a brief
discussion of various security-building measures; and seventh, Canada’s role in supporting various confidence
building measures will be considered.
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Francis Kofi Abiew  (Univ. of Windsor, Windsor) and Tom Keating (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“Outside Actors and the Politics of  Peacebuilding and Reconciliation”

The paper will review and assess measures taken by outside parties, particularly regional organizations and national
governments in contributing to peacebuilding and reconciliation within divided societies. It will examine the
motivations, objectives, and instruments used by  International Organizations and governments and critically assess
these measures in light of general commentaries which have considered the role of outsiders in supporting political
and social change in conflicting societies. It will also examine the relative effectiveness of these outside actors in
incorporating and/or developing indigenous peacebuilding and reconciliation mechanisms in divided societies.
The paper will conclude with some discussion of the viability of different policy options for regional organizations
and national governments and the longer term necessity of delegating both the responsibility and the capacity for
conflict reconciliation to authoritative local agents.

Frank Boahene (CIDA, Ottawa)
“Institutional Restructuring, Social Cohesion, Community Survival for Sustainable Development: A
Comparative View of Some Former Soviet Republics and Africa”

This paper is an attempt to shed light on institutional restructuring efforts currently underway in some of the
Former Soviet Union  and African countries and to contribute to the knowledge base of development practitioners,
policy makers, governments and stakeholders in efforts to strengthen participation in national development in
ways that bring widespread and sustainable benefits to citizens and communities of these countries.Authorities of
many Former Soviet Union (FSU) and African countries are actively re-examining their development options and
this creates an almost unparalleled opportunity to enter into  discussions on broad, fundamental issues as well as
specific internal and external changes necessary for improved political, social, and economic performance.
To meet this challenge, these countries would need the right mix of managerial, scientific, technological,
entrepreneurial, and institutional capabilities including policy analysis and development management professionals.
The challenge, then, for the FSU and African countries is to attempt to enhance the ability of the people to develop
essential policies and management skills necessary to build their countries’ social, economic and political structures
to enable them participate fully in the global arena.

Session F:  Engendering the African Renaissance

Phil Okeke (Univ. of Alberta, Alberta)
“Africa’s women, Social Research and Development Visions for the Next Millennium”

Three decades of scholarship on gender and development have nurtured social research on food production, health,
education and human rights. The challenge for  those involved in these fields of research -- researchers in academic
institutions, development agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) -- has been to place Africa’s women
in the center of the development process. Despite the improvements such research have made to women’s life in
the continent, substantial criticisms have also been raised with regards to both the praxis as well as visions they
have created. In addition, the political unrest and economic crisis in the continent coupled with the global eco-
nomic restructuring, continues to erode whatever progress has been made in the past. As the new millennium
unfolds, it is important to examine the challenges facing those who have taken up the struggle to raise the status of
Africa’s women. These paper will : Present in brief terms the volume of critiques in the areas of research above;
present the visions of development they have nurtured; provide a critical analysis of challenges facing Africa’s
women and invite discussions towards building practical and realistic visions to address these challenges

Maritha Snyman and Daisy Mahlatji (Univ. of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa)
“Rural Women and Rural Development in Africa: The Case of the Apel Women’s Association in South
Africa”

In the arid Northern Province of South Africa, an exceptionally successful vegetable garden project was initiated
by a woman of the Rural Women’s Association. This project -- initiated by a woman for women -- strengthened the
local civil society and developed the scarce resources in this region to alleviate the ever present poverty of women
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whose husbands work in the urban areas. The purpose of this paper is to present a workable model, tested in
practice, that could be used as in order to improve the quality of life in the poverty stricken areas of rural Africa.
This paper will indicate how the sustainable alleviation of poverty is possible: by strengthening the social cohe-
sion of a community, by developing the self-confidence of the people in exposing to them their inbred natural
strengths, by re-awakening the self-discipline of the people and thus empower them to enhance their own quality
of life. In conclusion this paper postulates that the African Renaissance can only be possible if the people of Africa
are motivated to realize their own strengths, to stand together and to step-by-step proceed on a road that will bring
a better quality of life for all.

Marc Epprecht (Trent University, Peterborough)
“‘Loose Women’” and  colonial crisis in Lesotho, 1884-1935

Colonial rule, Christian teachings, and capitalist enterprise in the late 19th century all promised to “emancipate”
Basotho women from the weight of oppressive traditions. Yet the new laws and ideologies could also put women’s
security and dignity at risk. To convert to Christianity was to invite possible ostracism and even violence from
family and husbands. To appeal to fickle colonial authorities was both expensive and highly uncertain. And to trust
in men living up to their customary obligations to women was to expose oneself to men’s increasing structural
inability to be proper men in the traditional sense. In this context growing numbers of Basotho women opted for
yet another survival or emancipation strategy—running away. Scholars have neglected this aspect of Lesotho’s
history but, as this paper shall argue, Basotho women not only migrated in large numbers within and beyond
Lesotho. Controlling this migration and its perceived detrimental effects upon the nation became a central organ-
izing feature of the colonial state in the era of indirect rule.

Session G:  Propspects for Reconciliation

Kenneth Christie (Univ. of Bergen, Norway)
“The South African Truth Commission: Remembering and Forgetting”

Coming to terms with the past has emerged as the grand narrative of the late twentieth, early 21st centuries. Many
nation-states and their citizens are seeking to overcome their traumatic legacies and move forward: the past in that
sense needs to be “got over” and perhaps more importantly needs to be seen to be “got over.” The Twentieth
Century has been the century of the missing and the obliterated. In part, inquiries into the past like the South
African Truth and Reconciliation Commission (hereafter TRC) have the task of seeing the unseeable, revealing
the concealed and finding and remembering the obliterated. There is also another important reason  however for
finding the “missing”; it is to display a sign that they were once alive and that their lives had meaning. I argue that
Truth Commissions can restore this kind of meaning; they are at the very least our best hope. Although the South
African conflict has been seen as a multi faceted struggle, the narratives of the past are often seen in terms of the
victims versus perpetrators, the TRC has shown this to be a misleading view of the past. There are many grievances
and these needed to be aired through the truth “process.”  This paper will examine some of these views illustrating
the importance of collective memory in the search for common ground, reconciliation and nation building in the
new South Africa.

Tsoeu Petlane (National Univ. of Lesotho, Maseru, Lesotho)
“African Renaissance: From Alienation to Reconciliation”

The paper presents an examination of the basis and impact of Africans’ feelings of alienation and marginalisation
within the global context in the 21st century, and explores the possibilities of reconciliation between them and
western hegemony as the basis for a renaissance of the continent and its peoples everywhere. Taking examples
from the periods of the evolution of pan-Africanism, through the independence struggles of African nations, and
to the present, the paper seeks to find possible avenues, structures and relationships that could be mobilised
towards the goal of  reconciliation in the current era of fast-changing global social, political, technological and
economic dynamics. Reconciliation, the paper argues, calls for communication, commitment, and should be
accompanied by and based on i) efforts to end oppression and uplift the oppressed ii) redistribution of power
iii)recognition of the basis and impact of alienation and marginalisation iv) willingness to redress the injustices
and inequalities of both the past and present. The paper concludes with an assessment of the prospects of an
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“African Renaissance” within the above framework.

Sujaya Dhanvantari (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“In Search of Peace:  Frantz Fanon’s Desire for Absolute Reconciliation in French Algeria”

Frantz Fanon’s discourse of violence, imbued with the necessary character of a revolutionary “people” taking up
armed struggle in the name of a futuristic, crystalline state, has been critiqued by Rey Chow, among others, as
portraying the native “people” as figures of convenience who fill in the gaps in discourse as victim of colonial
violence on the one hand, and bearer of rebellious consciousness on the other.   In this paper, I aim to explore
Fanon’s interpretation in “The Wretched of the Earth” of the European legal theory which examines the justification
of violent means for justified ends, as this theory is laid out by Walter Benjamin in “The Critique of Violence.” I
will argue that Fanon’s justification for violent means in liberation movements draws upon European discursive
conceptions of violence as figured within the (legal) codes of both natural law, which forms its portrait of the
“movement of the body in the direction of a desired goal,” as the ideological centrepiece of the French Revolution,
and positive law, which documents violence as a product of historical becoming (Benjamin). By drawing on
Benjamin’s “Critique of Violence,” I will analyze the context of debates from which Fanon’s study of decolonizing
violence finds its philosophical justification as a necessary method for establishing a peaceful future.  By consulting
Jean-Luc Nancy’s the sense of the world,  I will argue for a critique of myth as an impossible absolute meaning
within the context of postcolonial narratives of emancipation.  This paper will thus address theories of violent
means for just ends, with a specific focus on the case of French Algeria, both its colonial authorization of military
violence and the responsive, redemptive violence of the people. I will conclude my paper by enunciating the need
to critique dominant postcolonial legal institutions, and to query the character of violence within future visions for
peace and reconciliation.

Session H:  Theatre and Film in the African Renaissance

Oliver Kamau (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“Crossing the Boundaries of Educational Research: A Critical Look at Educational Drama”

As educational researchers become more and more dissatisfied with traditional forms of data representation, new
representation forms are becoming increasingly popular.  Educational scholars are now raising the concern underlying
the assumption that the languages of social sciences are the exclusive agents of meaning and its representation.
The motives behind such dissatisfaction emanate from the increasing discontent with traditional conceptions which
has been regarded on one hand as too restrictive to encompass important facets of knowledge and on the other
hand as preserving the status quo of a conservative methodological approach. Consequently, the emergence of new
forms of  representation has forced the research community to start reckoning with these new forms of representation.
It has not been lost on many educational scholars that these novel forms are laden with potential strengths as well
as weaknesses.  This paper focuses on the uses and the limitations of the new forms of data representation and
singles out drama and storytelling as specific examples worth examining, more so within an African academic
milieu.

Jerry White (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“Djibil Diop Mambety’s Critical Cinema - Formal and Political Concerns”

This paper examines the legacy of Djibil Diop Mambety in the history of African cinema. The paper will discuss
the ways in which he opposed neo-liberalism, explored alternatives to classical realist form and helped lay the
groundwork for the renaissance in African cinema. Clips from two films, Touki Boui and Hyenas, will be used to
show how Mambety captured and presented the African condition.  Mambety has always been deeply skeptical of
the claims of capitalism and globalization and his films are marked by a close focus on the people who have been
forgotten by these strategies.
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Lori Pollock (Queen’s Univ., Kingston)
“Performing Reconciliation: Post-Apartheid Theatre in South Africa.”

Contemporary theatre in South Africa builds on an internationally-recognized tradition of theatre for development
that, as theorized and practiced by playwrights such as Zakes Mda, conceives of plays as collective, public, and
social forms of action that not only entreat but ultimately rely on the participation of the audience for their meaning.
Lesego Rampolokeng’s Indaba Engizoyixoxa/The Story I am about to Tell is a 1998 play about the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission that uses three professional actors and three participants of the amnesty hearings.  In
the play, Duma Kumalo tells of his imprisonment on Death Row for a crime he did not commit, and how he has
attempted to regain a modicum of normality in his life; Thandi Shezi reveals how she was raped by several
policemen who detained her in the 1980s; and Catherine Mlangeni speaks as the still-grieving mother of Bheki
Mlangeni, a noted human  rights lawyer killed by an exploding walkman sent by the security police in 1985.  This
paper will concern itself with the role of theatre in South  Africa’s postapartheid process of forgiveness and
reconciliation, paying particular attention to how the process of reconciliation is inflected by both race and gender.

Session I:  Restructuring and Governance in the African Renaissance

Fred Judson (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“The Elements of ANC/MK Cadre Morale: Voices from Mpumalanga”.

Based on interviews with some dozen ANC and Umkonto We Sizwe activists in Mpumalanga Province, South
Africa in 1997, most of whom held positions in government, the paper examines ideological and experiential
elements of cadre morale. It considers the continuity and evolution of that morale within the ANC and its strategic
allies, the Communist party and the labour movement. It pays particular attention to the morale formation of
Umkonto We Size (MK) combatants and examines the role of that morale in the current dynamics of transitional
governance of post-apartheid South Africa.

Ifeanyi Celestine Ezeonu (Univ. of Toronto, Toronto)
“The GATT Uruguay Round Agreements and their Implications for Sub-Saharan Africa.”

The Uruguay Round has been presented as the most ambitious of the GATT rounds. It extends the GATT rules to
new issue areas such as services, agriculture, textile and clothing,  trade-related intellectual property rights (TRIPS),
and trade-related investment measures (TRIMS). The Round’s agreements will significantly reshape the nature of
international trade relations for decades to come. While the agreements reverberate round the industrialised world
as a milestone in international trade relations, they threaten to dim the potentialities of sub-Saharan African econo-
mies. The assumption by the neo-liberal exponents of the Round that international free trade is mutually beneficial
does not approximate the sub-Saharan African situation. This paper argues that the implementation of the TRIPS,
TRIMS, and GATS agreements will ultimately negate the socio-economic interests of sub-Saharan African states.
It also posits that the Uruguay Round agreements will result to an erosion of preferential access to the EU market
enjoyed by these states under the Lome Convention.

Johan Oberholster and  Marius Koen (Univ. of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa)
“Financial Reporting for the African Renaissance: A South African Experience”

Africa is currently going though major changes in political, social and other arenas and the African Renaissance
initiative of president Thabo Mbeki endeavours to give positive direction to these changes. It is therefore appropriate
to consider the effect of these developments on financial reporting in a changing environment. This paper explores
the origins of the current South African accounting system, given its status as a developing country, and endeavours
to show that financial reporting needs to be amended to reflect the changing face of South Africa’s social fabric, its
status as a developing country, as well as the emergence of new users of financial statements. Certain
recommendations are made to address these issues and to add to an understanding of financial reporting in other
African and developing countries.
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E.J. van Rooyen and Mr. A. J. Antonites, (Univ. of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa)
“Prospects for an African Renaissance:  The Potential Environmental Impact of Investment in the Maputo
Development Corridor (MDC in the SADC Region”

The African Renaissance essentially embraces the ideal that Africa shall in the 21st century emerge as the culturally
rich and economically prosperous continent that it potentially is. In many African countries and regions, significant
progress has been made over recent years in building stronger economies and meeting the needs of their people in
critical sectors.  In southern Africa most countries are well under way to establishing and strengthening their
democracies and building their economies.  It is especially on the economic front that southern Africa currently
seems to be experiencing consistent economic development.   The purpose of this study is to ascertain the current
level of environmental awareness among investors in the Maputo Development Corridor (MDC) (the corridor
stretches from the Gauteng province in South Africa  to the port of Maputo on the east coast of Mozambique) and
to identify and investigate the potential environmental impact that investment in the region may yield.  Based on
the research, some recommendations are made to improve environmentally conscious investment in the Corridor
area.  The findings of this study may therefore be significant for other similar initiatives to be launched on the
Continent in future.

Session J:  Shrines in African Communities

Doyle Hatt (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)
“Shrines and the Social Organization of Space in Morocco”

Following a brief discussion and typology of sacred places in Moroccan society in general, I select a  particular
category of localized sacredness for intensive analysis, namely the phenomenon of rijalal-bled, or “territorial
saints.”  The domed tombs of this category of popular saints are perhaps the most distinctive and potent icons of
Moroccan religious culture and can be likened to nodes in a comprehensive religious geography which extends
across and ties together the country as a whole.  On the one hand, each particular tomb is a shrine in a particularistic
local cult, deeply embedded in the history, practice, and identity of its locality.  But at the same time, and on the
other hand, it figures in a wider series of significations, reinforced by a hierarchy of major and minor pilgrimages
and visitations, which, I argue, constitute a veritable system of spatial orientation in the folk culture of Moroccans.
The paper concludes with some observations on the ways in which the “transportation revolution” which Morocco
experienced over the course of the twentieth century, i.e. the shortening of travel times and ease of long-distance
travel that the construction of roads has made possible, has affected this symbolic spatial grid.

Brian C. Vivian (Univ of Calgary, Calgary/Binghamton University, New York)
“Asante Spirits of the Land and the Gods of Kings”

Throughout a great deal of Africa much is made about the ritual relationship first settlers have with the land.  Many
anthropological and archaeological studies have focused on the location, constitution and maintenance of “earth
shrines” and the priests that serve these shrines.  Through these shrines local populations are tied to the spirits of
the land, that in turn provide order and identity for these people.  In the following paper this common supposition
is questioned in the light of evidence from Asante, where this relationship appears strained by the social complexity
of the Asante Kingdom.  Here I contend that the relationship between ruling authorities and spirits of the land
emerges as a struggle for political domination.  Discussion focuses on how this situation developed.

Allan Dawson (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)
“Who “owns” the Earth?: Shrines and Ancestors among the Konkomba of Northern Ghana.”

The Konkomba, as a people located within the interstices between larger chiefdoms in Northern Ghana and as a
group without a continuous history of Chiefship show no signs of highly organized cosmogony.  The Konkomba
rarely make use of material shrines and most libations and animal sacrifices are made directly to the earth.  This is
perhaps due to the Konkomba expulsion from their traditional centre, Yendi, by the Dagomba.  Ownership of the
“gods” of Yendi is claimed solely by the Konkomba, however, Konkomba land priests have no access to the sacred
areas within this town.  The Konkomba then have centred their land and harvest rites upon that which they hold
most sacred, the ground itself, and have turned away from the use of traditional physical.
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Charles Mather (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)
“Shrines as Assertions of Political Dominance in Northern Ghana”

In Northern Ghana, affiliations and relations within and between different populations are expressed through ritual
practices where sacrifices are made and libations poured at material objects and features referred to in English as
“shrines.”  Shrines signify social groups of varying size, influence, and power.  The most powerful shrines, land
gods, belong to larger social groups, such as tribes and clans.  Land gods demarcate the territories occupied by
social groups and signify claims by social groups to particular territories.  In addition, control over these shrines
amounts to social and political control within and between social groups.  Using case studies from the Kusasi of
Bawku East District, this paper will examine how social groups use land gods as a means of asserting political
control over territory and the populations that dwell therein.

Judith Sterner (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)
“Founders, Rituals, and Shrines: Defining Community in the Northern Mandara Mountains”

In the Mandara mountains of Northern Cameroon and Nigeria, shrines and the ritual practices associated with
shrines help define communities and link them together. This paper will discuss how shrines and ritual are used to
both distinguish between communities and to draw them  into common systems of  belief.  Each community
possesses its own ceremonies and shrines though these have parallels in other communities. The performance of
ceremonies entails recognition of settlement patterns and in particular of the relationships between living individuals
and families, and founding ancestors.  Shrines and ceremonies reiterate the founding mythologies of communities
and the social relationships.

Session K:  Refugees, the Displaced and Brain Drain

Christine Baghdady (Grant MacEwan College, Edmonton)
 “Refugees in Africa: The Situation in Egypt”

This paper presents the approach used by the Egyptian government in the field of human security and refugee
protection and sets it in within the context of the current discussion on global governance.  Currently, there are
over 20 million refugees around the world with the African continent accommodating over 8 million of these
individuals.  As in many countries around the world, Egypt deals with the movement of refugees both within an
international as well as a national context and has opened its doors to refugees for many years.  Egypt has managed,
along side international governmental organizations and, international and local non-governmental organizations,
to assess and process refugees with a certain degree of success. This paper, within  the context of global governance,
examines the relationship between the state of Egypt and the UNHCR in the assessment and resettlement of
refugees in Egypt. It is hoped that the presentation of alternative approaches to global governance from an African
perspective offers an opportunity for academics to gain a greater understanding and knowledge of the voice of the
other.

Charles Quist-Adade (Wayne State University, Detriot , USA)
“Children of the Cold War: The Life and Plight of African Russians”

Contemporary   Russia  is  riddled  with  ethnic,  racial,  linguistic  and territorial  conflicts.  While  much  is known
about ethnic and territorial cleavages,  our knowledge of racial attitudes -- especially in relationship to  Black
peoples  --  is extremely limited. This paper will trace the historical  and  cultural  background of racial attitudes
and prejudices in Russia  with Africa as the point of reference, and the role of the press in shaping, reinforcing or
perpetuating these attitudes and prejudices. The  paper  will also explore the extent to which the Cold War and its
subsequent  death  affected  the ideological premises on which the press in the  former  Soviet Union  covered
events on the continent of Africa.
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Olusegun Sogunro (Central Connecticut State Univ.,New Britain, CT., USA)
“African Renaissance in the 21st Century:  Combating the Brain Drain of African Academics and
Professionals”

The brain drain of African academics and professionals to countries outside Africa, is arguably the single most
serious drawback to the production of the much needed trained manpower for the development of Africa.  Evidence
abounds that the best and brightest African scholars are not encouraged to stay and perform in their countries of
origin due to economic, social, and political factors as well as unmet intellectual aspirations, among other things.
After many futile attempts to develop Africa, the realization today is that developing Africa requires the services
of the best and brightest. The theme of this paper, therefore, is that combating the menace of brain drain is an
indispensable prospect, especially at this time of African renaissance.  This paper attempts to get to the roots of the
causes, and the effects of the problem with a view to bringing to the fore, a preface for action.

Session L:  African Literature and the Renaissance

Maureen Hawkins (Univ. of Lethbridge, Lethbridge)
“Race and Gender and South African Identify in The Island and My Children! My Africa!”

Produced sixteen years apart, both The Island (1973) written by Athol Fugard, John Kani and Winston Ntshona,
and My Children! My Africa!  (1989) written by Fugard  alone books treat South Africa as a “family” divided
against itself by the effects of Western patriarchy’s colonial/racial/gender paradigm. The presentation will discuss
the manifestations of patriarchal attitudes, including concern for hierarchical status and signs of divisive, reactive,
colonial “hypermasculine” misogyny, attacks on “women’s liberation” as a foreign idea. In conclusion, the
presentation will show  how “feminine” values of  inclusiveness and “family” prevail. Winston comes to understand
that to desire to be “masculine,” at least within the colonial/racial/gender paradigm, is to desire to be Creon-and
the aparheid government  he represents - who divides to conquer, ranking men above  women and supporters
above the opposition, whom  he denominates “rats.”

Nora Foster Stovel (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“Long Drums and Cannons”: Nigerian Dramatists and Novelists 1952-66”

Long Drums and Cannons is significant for two major reasons. First, with increasing emphasis on postcolonial
literature, it is interesting to consider such an early appreciation by such a well-known western writer. Second,
critical commentary by a creative writer not only illuminates the art under discussion; it also reveals the artistic
values of the artist. These two sources of the significance of Long Drums and Cannons will form the focus of my
paper. Since Laurence’s dicussion of Wole Soyinka’s work forms the first and longest chapter of the study,  I will
focus on that chapter as the primary example of Laurence’s methods. In considering her approach, I will consider
her position as a white Canadian woman writer presenting Nigerian literature to an audience unfamiliar with the
culture: for example, she takes pains to explain the significance of theYoruba abiku and the Ibo ogbanje to an
audience uninitiated in the traditions of tribal beliefs. I will also consider the ways in which, Laurence, in  her
discussion of Nigerian literature illuminates her own art: her emphasis on character and on the hero’s conflicts and
dilemmas, her insistence on vivid verisimilitude, her admiration for poetic language and metaphor, her interest in
individual voice and idiom, and her emphasis on narrative structure.

Lahoucine  Ouzgane (Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton)
“The Rape Continuum: Masculinities in Ben Jelloun’s The Sand Child and El Saadawi’s God Dies By The
Nile.”

In the last three decades, scholarly attention to gender issues in the Middle East and North Africa has been focussed
almost exclusively on a quest to understand femininity, making the Arab woman, according to Fedwa Malti-Douglas,
“a most fascinating creature: Is she veiled? Is she not  veiled? Is she oppressed? Is she not oppressed? Were her
rights greater before Islam? Are her rights greater after Islam? Does she have a voice? Does she not have a voice?”
But while much has been written about women in Islam, significant work that makes Muslim men visible as
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gendered subjects  remains scarce. My paper offers a reading of male sexuality in at least  two major texts--THE
SAND CHILD, a novel that paved the way to Ben  Jelloun’s winning France’s most prestigious literary award in
1997, and GOD DIES BY THE NILE, which El Saadawi considers her “most significant  novel.” On the dust
jacket of his latest collection of stories, LE PREMIER AMOUR EST TOUJOURS LE DERNIER, Ben Jelloun
notes: “There is a rupture in the relationships between men and women in my country....Love is a reflection  of a
major violence.” Through an examination of several instances of violence (for instance, in both novels, sexuality
is rape), I argue that, contrary to what Ben Jelloun claims, the opposite of masculinity is not necessarily femininity
and that misogyny is not the core of masculinity the homosocial competition and the hierarchies structuring the
relationships between men themselves constitute the core of what it means to be a man. As a conclusion, my paper
will consider the case of Hajji  Hamid Tabit, a senior Moroccan police officer who, in the space of 13 years, raped
about 500 women, before he was sentenced to death in 1993.

Kamba Tchitala (Univ. of Calgary, Calgary)
“La Problématique de la Sexualité Féminine Chez Les Luba du  Kasaï.

 Le peuple luba du Kasaï, situé en Afrique centrale, dans le sud de la République du Congo (Zaïre),  est l^Òun de
ceux qui ont développé, depuis belle lurette, la tolérance zéro au niveau de la sexualité de la femme. À première
vue on pourrait croire que dans la société traditionnelle luba, l^Òinterdiction de l^Òouverture sexuelle de la
femme était liée  à un problème de la protection de la progéniture, dans le sens qu^Òun véritable Luba devrait être
issu d^Òune union conjugale (qu^Òelle soit monogamique ou polygiénique).  Mais en examinant certaines
métaphores et adages légués à la postérité luba,  de bouche à oreille, par les  ancêtres fondateurs de l^ÒEmpire
luba jusqu^Òà sa dislocation qui engendra  les scissiparités qui sont à la base de la formation d^Òun groupe
homogène appelé les Luba du Kasaï, on remarque que les hommes luba cultivent à la fois une jalousie morbide et
une crainte de trouble que peuvent engendrer l^Òexercice de la sexualité de la femme non contrôlée.


