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These screenshots complement the tutorial “Getting started with 

QGIS” that you can download here:QGIS” that you can download here:

http://tinyurl.com/QGIS-getting-started

Links to the corresponding dataset and screenshots are here:

http://tinyurl.com/QGIS-dataset

http://tinyurl.com/QGIS-screenshots

We recommend that you print out the tutorial, and open this PDF 

of screenshots next to the QGIS program window for reference.

Index to Screenshots

1. Working with shapefiles (Screenshots 1-10)

2. Dealing with projections (Screenshots 11-14)

3. Colors and symbols from attributes (Screenshots 15-19)

4. Extract data from shapefiles (Screenshots 20-24)4. Extract data from shapefiles (Screenshots 20-24)

5. General operations, navigation (Screenshots 25-27)

6. Working with gridded data (Screenshots 28-42)

7. Extract data from grids (Screenshot 43)

8. Layout of single and multi-panel maps (Screenshots 45-50)



Screenshot 1. Load Shapefile (.shp)

Screenshot 2. Select features you want



Screenshot 3. Create a new shapefile with the selected features

Screenshot 4. Create a new shapefile with the selected features



Screenshot 5. Try out zoom tools

Screenshot 6. Change the appearance of shapefiles



Screenshot 7. Change the appearance of shapefiles

Screenshot 8. Add another shape file, e.g. lines (.shp)



Screenshot 9. Add another shape file, e.g. lines (.shp)

Screenshot 10. Customize appearance of line



Screenshot 11. Import a layer without coordinate information (.prj file)

Screenshot 12. Import a layer without coordinate information (.prj file)

4326



Screenshot 13. Make a copy in the desired projection (or to write out a .prj file)

Screenshot 14. Make a copy in the desired projection (or to write out a .prj file)

Either choose Project

or original projection or original projection 

to get .prj file.



Screenshot 15. Color shapes: first check attributes available for coloring

Screenshot 16. Color shapes: first check attributes



Screenshot 17. Color shapefile with multiple polygons by classes

Screenshot 18. lor shapefile with multiple polygons by classes

Double click to edit 

Legend or colors



Screenshot 19. lor shapefile with multiple polygons by classes

Screenshot 20. Load point file (.csv)

filter: 4326filter: 4326



Screenshot 21. Re-order layers and turn them on or off

Turn layers on or off

Re-order layers

Screenshot 22. Join attributes from a polygon to points (here: Soils to tree inventory plots)



Screenshot 23. Join attributes from a polygon to points (here: Soils to tree inventory plots)

Output file:

.csv or .shp

Screenshot 24. Check the results of your data extraction

New columns addedNew columns added

To attribute table and

To saved CSV



Screenshot 25. Save your project

After saving, you can 

close and re-open your

project as you left it.

Screenshot 26. Zoom and pan tools



Screenshot 27. Identify: shows the attributes of anything you click on

Close when done Close when done 

with queries

Screenshot 28. Load raster file (.asc)



Screenshot 29. Load raster file (.asc)

Sort and recolor layers to make them 

visible (use “no brush” to make AB area

transparent)

Screenshot 30. Customize color ramp for grids (.asc)



Screenshot 31. Advanced color ramps

Screenshot 32. Advanced color ramps

First, select start and end color

Then add more by

Double click



Screenshot 33. Advanced color ramps

Screenshot 34. Clip raster to the extent of a polygon (here Alberta)



Screenshot 35. Clip raster to the extent of a polygon (here Alberta)

Screenshot 35. Clip raster to the extent of a polygon (here Alberta)



Screenshot 37. Copy symbology from one layer to the other

Screenshot 38. Copy symbology from one layer to the other



Screenshot 39. Add a transparent Hillshade: Firest, duplicate a layer

Screenshot 40. Add a transparent Hillshade: Customize contrast and brightness



Screenshot 41. Add a transparent Hillshade: Customize transparency

Screenshot 42. Re-order your layers for your final study area map



Screenshot 43. Extract raster values to points (here: get DEM elevation for tree plots)

Screenshot 44. Final print layout for documents, slides, and publications



Screenshot 45. Create a window that will pick up your current GIS project

Screenshot 46. Center and scale the GIS project

Control – Scrollwheel to zoomControl – Scrollwheel to zoom

Click and drag to center



Screenshot 47. Add scale bars, titles, labels, legend and customize with “Item properties”

Screenshot 48. Create a second frame, just like before, for a combination figure

Select and lock 

the first frame, 

then select the 

second frame and second frame and 

modify your 

project 



Screenshot 49. You can select and unlock a frame, modify your project, and refresh

Screenshot 50. Export the final product as image (for PPT) or PDF (for publications)


