
                                                                 

 

 
 

GRAND ROUNDS 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA & STOLLERY CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS 

AND MAZANKOWSKI ALBERTA HEART INSTITUTE  
 

“ETHICS AND LIFE-SUSTAINING  
THERAPY - WEIGHING BENEFIT AND BURDEN: 

VENTRICULAR ASSIST DEVICES” 
 

Date: Friday, 27 January 2012 
Time: 7:00 - 8:00am 

Location: Clinical Sciences Building, Room 2-117 
 
Objectives:  
1. To highlight the challenges that arise with life-sustaining therapy, 
including patient refusal and futility. 
2. To discuss the ethical and legal aspects of life-sustaining therapy, in 
general. 
3. In particular to discuss the moral aspects of withdrawal of VAD support, 
both following patient refusal and in the case of medical futility.  

 
Presented by: 

 
CHERYL MACK                     BRENDAN LEIER 
BSc MD FRCP (C) MA          PhD 
Department of Anesthesiology         Clinical Ethicist 
and Pain Medicine,          University of Alberta Hospital, 
Chair, Clinical Ethics Committee,        Stollery Children’s Hospital, 
University of Alberta Hospital,          Mazankowski Alberta Heart Institute, 
Stollery Children’s Hospital,          John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 
Mazankowski Alberta Heart Institute, 
John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre    
     
 

 
EVERYONE WELCOME!!! 

 
To register for Telehealth please: visit https://vcscheduler.ca/ahs/, 

  or contact your local Telehealth provider 


