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CANADIAN LABOUR CONGRESS CONGRES DU TRAVAIL DU CANADA

P""J."Ii::r:;;:-,:m 2841 Riverside Drive, Otawa, Ont. K1V 8xX7
Dennig i (613) 521-3400
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Executive Vice-Presidents
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Joint House-Senate Committee on the Constitution ol €-C des C
¢/o Mr. Richard Pregent
Clerk of the Committee 2 .‘ N(N 1980
Room 512, Metropolitan Building
180 Wr-zllingtor.l Street Commiltess and Private
Ottawa, Ontario. Le@dmhnEMﬂd\_
Comités et Légisiation Privée

Dear Mr. Pregent:

I enclose two copies of the statement by the Canadian
Labour Congress in support of the demands by the Aboriginal
Peoples of Canada for the constitutional entrenchment of their
aboriginal and treaty rights.

It would be appreciated if you would ensure that all
members of the Committee receive copies of this statement.

For your information, we are also sending copies to:

The Governor-General :

The Prime Minister;

Ministers of Indian Affairs, Justice and External Affairs;
Leaders of Opposition Parties and their Indian Affairs critics;
Aboriginal Peoples' national organizations.

In addition, we are issuing a press release on the statement.

}E@ Yours .gincerely,
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Dennis McDermott
President.
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Statement by

THE CANADIAN LABOUR'CONGRESS

in support of the demands p
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES of CAN%DRhe

FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL ENTRENCHMEN
THEIR ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGH;SOF

While the Canadian Laboyr Congress has refrained from taking
2 formal position on the Constitutionai issue, we are making one excep-
on, because of the unigue and specia] Position which Canada’s Aborigina)
s must have in our country.

Though the solemn treaties, duarantees and promises they ye-
ceived left much to be desired in being honoured, they at Jeast proyided

e as well as a basis for advancing just claims for fulfiliment.
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Yow that Canada's constitutional arrangements are about to
substantially altered, our aboriginal peoples are understandably

t the prospect that they may well 1ose even the limited rignts
romised by the Crown and by the governments composed of

er Canadians admitted into their homeland.

The CLC shares the sense of alarm of our Aboriginal Peoples
prospect. We believe that other Canadians and their
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oP The CLC, therefore, calls upon the Governor-Ge
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