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Preface

This is a true story. A number of years ago I attended a conference 
on the relationship between science and religion at a leading univer-

sity. One evening there was a public lecture that featured one of the most 
important anti-evolutionists in the country. During the question and 
answer period, a young man came to the microphone in front of about 
one thousand people. In a very respectful way, he asked a simple question, 
“What about dinosaurs, how do they fit into the Bible?”

I will never forget the answer that this university professor gave. In 
a mean-spirited tone, he scolded the young man, “This is an irrelevant 
question. It doesn’t matter because it has nothing to do with what I’m say-
ing tonight.” And then there was dead silence. It was a very awkward and 
uncomfortable moment for everyone in the auditorium, including a num-
ber of individuals who were associated with this professor and his view 
of origins. In fact, I was sitting with a number of these anti-evolutionists. 
Without any response, the young man turned away from the microphone, 
walked up the aisle, and went out of the auditorium. No one got out of 
their seat to follow him. Not even one of the Christian anti-evolutionists 
with whom I was seated.

But I immediately sensed the Lord calling me to comfort this young 
man. Yes, me, of all people, an evolutionist! I went out to the foyer and found 
him. He was shaking like a leaf. I introduced myself as a university profes-
sor and complemented him on what I thought was an excellent question. 
And then he said to me with trembling voice, “All I wanted to know from 
Dr. _______ was where do dinosaurs fit into the Bible, because I would like 
to tell my high school friends.” Wow! Here was a 16- or 17-year-old boy who 
had the courage to stand up before a large audience at a major university 
and ask a question that he believed would help his high school classmates 
understand the relationship between Scripture and science. He wanted to 
explain and defend his Christian faith to his friends.
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I realized I had a problem. I had just affirmed this student’s question, 
but how would I explain in only a few minutes where dinosaurs fit into 
the Bible? My university career has focused on the modern origins debate 
and questions like this one. But there are no quick and easy answers. I felt 
handcuffed. Standing before me was a teenager who, along with his class-
mates, had grown up watching the Jurassic Park movies. They all know 
that dinosaurs once existed. And here was a young man with a solid faith 
and a question that undoubtedly many Christians his age have asked. I 
wanted to tell him that I love Jesus and that I accept evolution. But this 
was not the right thing to say at that volatile moment. It would only have 
added to the confusion. All I could do was affirm his wonderful faith, 
remarkable courage, and intellectual integrity. I told him that loving God 
with our mind, as Jesus has commanded us, requires that we ask tough 
questions like the one he had just asked the speaker. I knew he wanted 
more, but I couldn’t deliver it.

This honest question and shameful answer still echo in my soul years 
later. As a matter of fact, they have inspired me to write this book. In many 
ways, it is my attempt at offering a response to this high school student 
and his classmates. The answer that I give will surprise a lot of Christians. 
First, I will suggest that the purpose of the Bible is not to reveal scien-
tific facts about how God created the world. To use the words of Billy 
Graham in the epigraph at the front of this book, “The Bible is not a book 
of science.”1 In the same way that the Lord meets each of us wherever 
we happen to be, the Holy Spirit came down to the level of the ancient 
biblical writers and used their understanding of nature to reveal that He 
was the Creator of the entire world. The intention of the biblical creation 
accounts is to disclose spiritual truths for nourishing our personal rela-
tionship with Jesus.

Second, I will propose that God created the universe and life through 
evolution. This view of origins is known as “evolutionary creation.” It 
claims that evolution is a creative process similar to that which the Lord 
uses to form every one of us in our mother’s womb. No Christian today 
believes that God comes out of heaven to attach an ear, nose, or arm to 
a developing baby. Instead, we understand that He employs natural pro-
cesses to create human beings. In fact, God is the creator of all the laws 
of nature, including these developmental (embryological) mechanisms. I 
believe that this is also the case with evolution. The Creator planned and 
maintained evolutionary laws and processes in order to create the entire 
world and us. In other words, our origin is not a fluke or mistake.
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My view of origins is built on the traditional Christian belief that the 
Lord reveals Himself through Two Divine Books. First, the Book of God’s 
Words is the Bible. It discloses that we are the only creatures who were 
made in the Image of God, and that our Creator loves us more that we can 
ever imagine. I personally understand the power of Scripture. By reading 
the gospel of John, I was born again thirty years ago. Experiencing the 
fact that Jesus died for our sins and then rose physically from the grave 
changed my life completely and forever. Today, I drink from the Bible 
every morning for my spiritual nourishment in order to strengthen my 
personal relationship with the Lord. Second, the Book of God’s Works is 
the natural world. Modern science examines its structure, operation, and 
origin. Microscopes and telescopes assist in revealing that the creation is 
incredibly amazing! Beauty, complexity, and functionality in nature point 
to the mind of God. Stated in another way, the universe and life reflect 
intelligent design.

The Two Divine Books complement each other in revealing the 
glory and character of the Creator. I will propose an intimate and fruit-
ful relationship between Biblical faith and evolutionary science. Scripture 
discloses the spiritual character of the world, while science reveals the 
divine method of creation. To be sure, such a provocative claim is rarely 
heard in our churches. This might be offensive to some. But no insult is in-
tended, and I will ask my brothers and sisters in Christ for their patience 
as they read this book.

In order to understand my view of origins, I strongly advise that the 
chapters be read in sequence. The conclusions in later chapters are de-
pendent on the terms and ideas presented in earlier ones. There is a short 
glossary at the back of the book to assist readers with the terminology. I 
suggest that they introduce themselves to these concepts before starting 
chapter 1.

No doubt about it, I Love Jesus & I Accept Evolution is a challeng-
ing book for most Christians. Readers must be warned that I will make a 
number of pointed and even disturbing statements, especially with regard 
to the meaning of several biblical passages. You will be uncomfortable 
at times. However, there is a generation of young Christian men and 
women who want to know where dinosaurs fit into the Bible. This is not 
an irrelevant question. Rather, it’s a very important one. And I believe that 
asking tough and honest questions is part of the commandment to love 
God with our mind (Matt 22:37). Hopefully, this book will make a modest 
contribution in offering some answers on origins and Christian faith. 
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