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Early Analytic Philosophy courses generally teach the philosophical works of Gottlob Frege, (the 
early) Bertrand Russell, and (the early) Ludwig Wittgenstein.  I propose to start with a 
movement called Logical Atomism (presented by Russell as a series of lectures “The Philosophy 
of Logical Atomism” in 1918 and a retrospective piece “Logical Atomism” in 1924).   [Some 
people say it is the same as “early Wittgenstein”, but Wittgenstein wasn’t one of them.]  From 
there I intend to look at some selection of the Logical Positivists’ writings, including some parts 
of the sympathetic Reconsidering Logical Positivism by Michael Friedman (1999From there we 
will look at some of the “ordinary language philosophers” who were becoming prominent under 
the (intellectual) leadership of (the later) Wittgenstein (we will look at the metaphilosophical 
works of Ryle and Austin, but we will also briefly consider the “less systematic” works of some 
other ordinary language philosophers, such as O.K. Bouwsma).  Ordinary Language Philosophy, 
which some modern theorists think to be the same as Analytic Philosophy, came to an end in the 
1960s—1970s.  The reasons offered for this death are various, but usually include the works of 
Grice and Quine.  I wish also to have us look at a dispute in the literature originally sparked by a 
symposium between Benson Mates and Stanley Cavell (1958).  Additionally, there were some 
other books of the era announcing the death of ordinary language philosophy, such as Ernest 
Gellner’s Words and Things and C.W.K. Mundle’s Critique of Ordinary Language Philosophy.   
 
Whatever the reason, no one does ordinary language philosophy any more.  And therefore, 
according to some, analytic philosophy is dead. 
 
Requirements: For all students (448 and 547), there will be two short descriptive essays during 
the term … short summaries of the readings or of some topic brought up in class.  448 students 
also have a final paper (10-15pp) on a topic determined in consultation between professor and 
student.  Students in 547 will give a lecture to the class on a topic chosen in consultation with the 
professor, and write a longer (15-20pp) final essay.  Additionally, their work is expected to be 
better than an undergraduate’s work for the same grade. 
 THERE IS NO FINAL EXAM IN THESE COURSES 
 
Books/articles for this course: 
 
I have ordered the following book as “required” from the bookstore, which means they will order 
18 copies.  I don’t know how much they will charge, but it can be ordered from amazon.ca for 
C$14.59 plus shipping. 
 
A.J. Ayer Language, Truth and Logic (2001 pb edition, version of 2nd edition of 1947; Penguin 

Classic series; ISBN 978-0141186047; Introduction by Ben Rogers.) 
 



I have also ordered the following books as “recommended”.  This means that the bookstore will 
only order some portion of the class size (40%?).  I am imagining that not everyone will want to 
buy these because we will be looking at only a portion of each.  People who are interested in the 
history of 20th century analytic philosophy ought to own these! 
 
A.J. Ayer (editor) Logical Positivism (Free Press 1966 reprint of 1959 original; ISBN: 978-

0029011300; paperback available on Amazon.com US$18.68) 
Michael Friedman (1999) Reconsidering Logical Positivism (Cambridge UP, ISBN: 978-

0521624763; pb price on Amazon.com: US$32.55) 
Richard Rorty (editor) The Linguistic Turn (Univ. Chicago Press. ISBN: 978-0226725697; 

paperback price on Amazon.com: US$17.46) 
 
I have also put all the preceding books on reserve in Rutherford Library, for short check-out 
times and photocopying.  Additionally, I put the following on reserve. 
Bertrand Russell  The Philosophy of Logical Atomism (Open Court Classics, 1985; contains the 

1918 Lectures on Logical Atomism and also the 1924 “Logical Atomism” essay that we 
will read for this course.) 

Bertrand Russell Logic and Knowledge (editor: R. Marsh; 1956.  Contains “Logical Atomism”) 
Colin Lyas (editor) Philosophy and Linguistics (1971; Macmillan Press…now out of print) 
John Austin How to do Things With Words (1962; Oxford, Clarendon Press) 
 
Additionally, I will make available some articles electronically as the course progresses. 


