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The	
  writing	
  process:	
  3	
  keys	
  to	
  success	
  
Ge=ng	
  started	
  
§  Explore	
  the	
  assignment	
  	
  
§  Make	
  rough	
  notes	
  
§  Pick	
  a	
  tenta1ve	
  topic	
  
Ge=ng	
  feedback	
  
§  Make	
  an	
  appointment	
  at	
  the	
  centre	
  for	
  writers	
  	
  	
  
§  Get	
  feedback	
  on	
  your	
  draF/revise	
  
Revising	
  
§  Work	
  on	
  style	
  and	
  lower	
  order	
  concerns	
  
§  Proofread,	
  consult	
  checklist	
  for	
  assignment	
  



The	
  Assignment:	
  Term	
  Paper	
  

ì  Assignment	
  1	
  

ì  Students	
  will	
  be	
  assigned	
  one	
  topic	
  either	
  
directly	
  rela1ng	
  to	
  the	
  companion	
  animals,	
  
or	
  issues	
  that	
  are	
  considered	
  ‘new	
  
developments’	
  or	
  controversial	
  in	
  the	
  use,	
  
treatment,	
  care	
  and	
  management	
  of	
  all	
  
animal	
  species	
  (livestock,	
  wild	
  animals	
  and	
  
so	
  forth).	
  	
  

ì  Each	
  student	
  will	
  individually	
  research	
  the	
  
topic	
  and	
  write	
  and	
  submit	
  a	
  paper	
  

Format:	
  

ì  12%	
  

ì  6-­‐7	
  pages,	
  12pt	
  Times	
  
New	
  Roman,	
  double-­‐
spaced,	
  1	
  inch	
  margins,	
  
one-­‐sided	
  

ì  Title	
  page,	
  intro,	
  body,	
  
conclusion	
  

ì  Use	
  referencing	
  style	
  as	
  
required	
  in	
  “Instruc1ons	
  
for	
  Authors”	
  in	
  the	
  
Canadian	
  Veterinary	
  
Journal	
  



Goal/purpose	
  of	
  assignment	
  

ì  “Each	
  student	
  will	
  
individually	
  research	
  the	
  
topic	
  and	
  write	
  and	
  submit	
  a	
  
paper.	
  “	
  

Choices:	
  can	
  you	
  	
  

ì  analyze	
  the	
  topic?	
  

ì  Give	
  a	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  topic?	
  

ì  Compare	
  sides?	
  

ì  Synthesize	
  research	
  on	
  the	
  
topic?	
  

ì  Persuade	
  an	
  audience?	
  



Topics	
  

ì  Students	
  will	
  be	
  assigned	
  
one	
  topic	
  either	
  directly	
  
rela1ng	
  to	
  the	
  companion	
  
animals,	
  or	
  issues	
  that	
  are	
  
considered	
  ‘new	
  
developments’	
  or	
  
controversial	
  in	
  the	
  use,	
  
treatment,	
  care	
  and	
  
management	
  of	
  all	
  animal	
  
species	
  (livestock,	
  wild	
  
animals	
  and	
  so	
  forth).	
  	
  

ì  Do	
  you	
  have	
  your	
  topics?	
  

ì  What	
  do	
  the	
  words	
  “issues”	
  
and	
  “controversial”	
  suggest	
  
about	
  how	
  you	
  should	
  
approach	
  the	
  assignment?	
  



From	
  topic	
  to	
  thesis	
  
	
  

ì  Translate	
  that	
  topic	
  into	
  a	
  thesis	
  by	
  sta1ng	
  what	
  
your	
  a"tude	
  is	
  to	
  that	
  topic	
  (support	
  it?	
  Abolish	
  it?)	
  

ì  Sheepherding	
  lessons	
  provide	
  benefits	
  beyond	
  the	
  
immediate	
  purpose	
  of	
  gathering	
  and	
  moving	
  stock	
  
because	
  the	
  same	
  commands	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  help	
  
control	
  and	
  discipline	
  dogs	
  at	
  home	
  and	
  in	
  public	
  
places.	
  



Thesis	
  statements	
  

ì  Specific:	
  clear	
  stance	
  

ì  Manageable	
  

ì  Interes1ng	
  

ì  Animal	
  training	
  is	
  a	
  crucial	
  responsibility	
  of	
  pet	
  ownership	
  for	
  
pets	
  that	
  interact	
  with	
  visitors	
  to	
  the	
  home	
  or	
  that	
  venture	
  
into	
  public	
  spaces	
  because	
  these	
  kinds	
  of	
  pets,	
  when	
  
untrained,	
  may	
  pose	
  threats	
  to	
  public	
  safety.	
  



A	
  claim	
  in	
  3	
  parts	
  

ì  This	
  paper	
  will	
  develop	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  terms	
  that	
  describe	
  
animal	
  hoarding	
  that	
  dis1nguish	
  it	
  from	
  animal	
  
collec1ng;	
  I	
  will	
  also	
  summarize	
  the	
  solu1ons	
  to	
  the	
  
problem	
  of	
  animal	
  hoarding	
  that	
  appear	
  in	
  the	
  
research	
  literature.	
  



Informal	
  Argument	
  and	
  Academic	
  Writing	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Ex.	
  [this	
  study]	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  unique	
  scholarly	
  contribu1on	
  as	
  very	
  few	
  studies	
  genuinely	
  combine	
  oral	
  history	
  and	
  
the	
  documentary	
  record.	
  

Claim	
   Link	
  (because)	
   Reason	
  

Challenges	
  	
  
 
(How,	
  So	
  what,	
  Why?) 

Evidence	
  
 
(Data,	
  Statistics,	
  Expert	
  opinion,	
  
Visuals,	
  Other	
  studies,	
  etc.	
  [What	
  
counts	
  is	
  often	
  discipline-­‐speciCic]) 
 



Possible	
  thesis	
  statements	
  

ì  Animal	
  abuse	
  and	
  domes1c	
  
violence	
  

ì  Animal	
  training	
  



Possible	
  thesis	
  statements	
  

ì  Feral	
  animals	
   ì  Zoono1c	
  diseases	
  



The	
  Outline:	
  Getting	
  organized	
  

ì  Title	
  	
  

ì  Introduc5on	
  and	
  Context/background:	
  Iden1fy	
  the	
  
problem,	
  issue;	
  strong	
  statement	
  of	
  aim/purpose	
  
[thesis];	
  briefly	
  outline	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  cover	
  in	
  
the	
  body	
  	
  	
  

ì  Body	
  of	
  paper:	
  use	
  sub1tles;	
  organize	
  by	
  argumenta1ve	
  
point	
  you	
  are	
  making	
  	
  

ì  Conclusions:	
  What	
  does	
  it	
  all	
  mean?	
  does	
  a	
  coherent	
  
perspec1ve	
  on	
  this	
  topic	
  emerge	
  from	
  your	
  reading?	
  No	
  
new	
  informa1on	
  	
  

ì  References:	
  List	
  all	
  references	
  you	
  have	
  cited	
  in	
  your	
  
text	
  (minimum	
  ?).	
  



Keys	
  to	
  success	
  

ì  Get	
  started	
  

ì  Read	
  some	
  ar1cles	
  

ì  Summarize	
  the	
  ar1cles	
  

ì  Get	
  a	
  working	
  thesis	
  

ì  Put	
  an	
  outline	
  together	
  

ì  Get	
  someone	
  to	
  read	
  your	
  draF	
  

ì  Revise	
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