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Director,Writing Across the Curriculum

Professor, EFS

As Director of Writing Across the Curriculum, I'll be working

with faculty and students across the university to improve
student writing. | consult with instructors and departments, and This page contains links to slides

| teach writing in a wide variety of courses when students in displayed at presentations I've given
those courses are starting a writing assignment. | will also be to classes.

working with students and faculty in the Department of English

and Film Studies, my home department.

| am the author, co-author, or editor of six books and 29
articles, including Writing Instruction in Canadian Universities
My current research interests include the development of
doctoral student writing, writing assignments across
disciplinary fields, and rhetorical approaches to text encoding.

Currently | serve as co-President of the Canadian Association

for the Study of Discourse and Writing (CASDW), the

http://www.ualberta.ca/~gravesi/index.html
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Presentations to Classes

>

Fall 2010

Graduate Students Writing Workshop
Writing Genres

Elements of Scholarly Academic Papers
University of Alberta, November 18 2010

Nursing 390: The Scholarly Paper
Faculty of Nursing, November 5 2010

Political Science 101: The Scholarly Research Essay
Faculty of Arts, November 5 2010

RLS 502: The Thought Paper and Thesis Proposal
Faculty of Physical Education, Recreation, and Leisure Studies, October 25 2010

Mechanical Engineering 200: Writing the 500 word paper
Faculty of Engineering, October 25 2010

Religious Studies 274: How to write the long essay
Facuiltv of Arts Oetaber 18 2010

http://www.humanities.ualberta.ca/WAC/




The writing process: 3 keys to success

Getting started
Explore the assighment
Make rough notes
Pick a tentative topic

Getting feedback
Make an appointment at the centre for writers

Get feedback on your draft/revise
Revising
Work on style and lower order concerns

Proofread, consult checklist for assignment



Two assignments, but related

Proposal + bibliography
Due?
10%

3 citations in APA or
MLA format

Research paper;

tool or document + analysis;

creative work + analysis
20%

5 pages, 12pt Times New Roman,
double-spaced, 1 inch margins,
one-sided

Title page, intro, body, conclusion




Key course concepts

Community Social
engagement responsibility




Proposal & Bibliography

Title

Statement of topic
Purpose & objective
Research questions
Organization

Bibliography



Final Project Proposal & Bibliography

1-page (approximately 300 words) Approach to topic

1. An interesting title (organization)
What the project is about

2. A clear statement of your topic (1 sentence)

3. A statement of purpose or objective (1-3
sentences)

Why are you writing about this topic?

What is important about this topic?

4. A clear “research” question

What questions are guiding your work?



Option 1: Research Paper

7-8 pages; min. 5 academic sources; thesis driven
argument

Verbs: demonstrate engagement with key course
concepts

How do you demonstrate engagement?
What makes for a logical argument?

What counts for evidence in this paper?



Audience

Who is the audience for the research paper?

What does it mean to be scholarly?



Proposal worksheet: essay

Topic

Purpose/objective

Research question

Working thesis



Thesis statements

Specific
Manageable

Interesting




Thesis statements

Specific: clear stance
Manageable
Interesting

Animal training is a crucial responsibility of pet ownership for
pets that interact with visitors to the home or that venture
into public spaces because these kinds of pets, when
untrained, may pose threats to public safety.



Proposal worksheet: essay

Topic

Purpose/objective

Research question

Working thesis



Informal Argument and Academic Writing

Link (because) Reason

A

Challenges Evidence

(How, So what, Why?) (Data, Statistics, Expert opinion,
Visuals, Other studies, etc. [What
counts is often discipline-specific])

Ex. [this study] will be a unique scholarly contribution as very few studies genuinely combine oral history and
the documentary record.



From topic to thesis

Translate that topic into a thesis by stating what
your attitude is to that topic

Sheepherding lessons provide benefits beyond the
immediate purpose of gathering and moving stock
because the same commands used in the field help

control and discipline dogs at home and in public
places.



Possible thesis statements?

Because community service learning benefits the
population served, the students doing the service,
and the society it should be funded and supported
more than regular courses.

CSL should be funded and supported more than
regular courses because community service
learning benefits the population served, the
students doing the service, and society generally.



Option 2: Community Tool/Document

Document plus critical analysis

Analysis: 4-6 pages describing your process of
developing the tool/document and the outcomes of
developing it

3 academic sources

Cannot duplicate work in the placement



Audience

What makes the analysis critical?
Who is the audience for the tool/document?

Why the three academic sources? BPH, p.
211-237

How do you know a source is “academic”?



Proposal worksheet: tool

opic |

Purpose/objective

Research question



Organization of analysis

Explain/describe process of creating the tool/
document

Describe how the tool/document is used
Justify the significance of the tool/document

Refer to key course concepts



Option 3: Creative work

Explore and analyze an issue
Relate to course; engage with course content

Apply course materials and your experiences to this
topic

Creativity?

Analysis—same as previous slide



Proposal worksheet: creative

pic |

Purpose/objective

Research question



Drafting/Revising

Get a “trusted reader” to get feedback

Consider using other students in the course or the writing
centre for this

Ask readers to read for specific purposes: thesis, structure,
transitions, development of a particular paragraph or idea



Don’t hand in a first draft

Towards the due date, switch your focus from

higher-order concerns (arrangement, arguments, evidence) to

lower-order concerns: proofreading, grammar, citation format,
grammar/spelling



