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The writing process 
Getting started 
  Explore the assignment  
 Make rough notes 
  Pick a tentative topic 
Getting feedback 
 Make an appointment at a writing centre 
 Get feedback on your draft/revise 
Revising 
 Work on style and lower order concerns 
  Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 

Today 



The assignment 
Write a short (approximately 2000 word) essay in response to a 
ques1on of your choice from the specified topics. For example, 

•  What was the impact of the European conquest of the 
Americas—on either the Americas or on Europe? 

Include at least 5 sources, primary or secondary; these can be 
drawn from course readings. 

Peer reviews: bring two copies of a draT to class Oct. 16. 



Grading criteria 1: Argument 
Strong argument:  
•  “As the wri1ngs of the great fourteenth‐century traveler Ibn 
BaZuta and those of his philosophical contemporary Ibn 
Khaldun reveal, it was ul1mately cultural 1es, forged through 
a par1cular text, the Qu’ran, that bound the medieval Islamic 
world together.” 

Evidence  qualifier 

Kernel of the 
claim 



Informal Argument  

Example:  The European conquest of the Americas devastated the existing 

cultures of many indigenous peoples because the Europeans brought with 

them diseases, religious beliefs, and economic practices that undermined the 

way of life of existing peoples. 

Claim  Link (because)  Reason 

Challenges  

(How, So what, Why?) 

Evidence 

(Data, Statistics, Expert opinion, 
Visuals, Other studies, etc. [What 
counts is often discipline‐speciJic]) 



Working (not Jinal) thesis 
Topic Homelessness in Edmonton 

Researchable 
question 

“What programs and policies are effective in 
preventing homelessness in Edmonton?”  

Working 
thesis 

A solution to the complex problem of 
homelessness demands sophisticated 
solutions that include three 
dimensions: affordable housing; 
enough money to cover basic living 
expenses; and access to social 
services (Shelter House 2011). 

http://www.shelterhouse.on.ca/article/solutions-146.asp 



Working (not Jinal) thesis 
Topic European conquest of the Americas 

Researchable 
question 

What was the impact of the European 
conquest of the Americas—on either the 
Americas or on Europe? 

Working 
thesis 

While the European conquest of the 
Americas devastated the existing cultures 
of many indigenous peoples, others 
adapted and, for a time, thrived. 



Grading criteria 2: 
Organization 

Organiza1on: 
Logical progression, 
transi1ons between 
paragraphs 

European conquest of 
the Americas 

devastated the existing 
cultures  

Diseases 

Religious beliefs 

Economic prac1ces 



Outline 
What was the role and posi0on of 
women in the Muslim world in the 
medieval era? 

What factors led to the emergence of 
the European domina0on in the 
Indian Ocean arena? 

Determined largely by the Qu’ran 
Housekeeper 
Ero1c literature: sexual roles? 
Good at manipula1on 
Sexuality is a good thing for women 
Could leave husband with just cause 

Ability to conduct warfare 
Sea‐faring tradi1on of E. countries 
Withdrawal of China from the area 
Increased support from home 
countries 

Varied by region  Tapped into pre‐exis1ng trade routes 

Marriages were poli1cal allegiances  Didn’t get hit by black plague 

Women could hold considerable 
posi1ons of power 



SpeciJic language practices 
•  Pronoun references: “they,” “them”: check for references. 
•  First names + last names of authors the first 1me you refer to 
them 

•  Refer to the specific text of the author (books = italics; ar1cles 
= quota1on marks) 



Grading criteria 3: Evidence 
•  Use examples to elaborate the main ideas 
•  Use quota1ons as the examples of what others have said 
about this topic 

•  Use quota1ons correctly:  
introduce them (According to Faigley, Graves, and Graves, 
students should “Introduce quota1ons by aZribu1ng them in 
the text” (p. 79).) 
explain the significance of them (“Unexplained quota1ons 
leave readers wondering why they were inserted, and they 
may then wonder if the paper is plagiarized.”) 



Grading criteria 4: Style 
•  Use the present tense when discussing texts: “Graves argues 
that . . .” 

•  Use the past tense to refer to incidents, things, and people in 
the past: “Aristotle argued in the Rhetoric that logos, pathos, 
and ethos all contributed to making a text persuasive.” 

•  Don’t use the passive: “Logos, pathos and ethos have all been 
iden1fied as key components of persuasive texts.” 



Don’t hand in a first draft 
Towards the due date, switch your focus from 

•  higher-order concerns (arrangement, arguments, evidence) to  

•  lower-order concerns: proofreading, grammar, citation format, 
grammar/spelling 



Criteria for editing 

Connections between sentences (LPH 6d, 
21b/BPH 3e, 31b) 

Wordiness (LPH 20b/BPH 30) 
Active verbs vrs. “to be” verbs (LPH 

19a/BPH 29b) 
Attitude: adjectives and adverbs (LPH 

28/BPH 29e) 
Specific language (LPH 22d/BPH 32) 
Inclusive language (LPH 22e/BPH 33) 



Rhetorical issues criteria 

•  Audience (LPH 1a,b/BPH 1b, c) 
•  Purpose (LPH 1d/BPH 1e) 
•  Argument (BPH 9c) 
•  Style (LPH Part 4/BPH Part 7) 
•  Tone (LPH 22/BPH 32) 



Common criteria 
•  Introduction (LPH 6c/BPH 2, 10-13) 
•  Thesis (LPH 4b/BPH 2d, 10-13) 
•  Organization (LPH 5a/BPH 10-13) 
•  Sources (LPH 10, 11, 12/BPH 17-28) 
•  Standard Edited English  (LPH Part 

5 and 6/BPH Parts 8, 9, 10) 



Common criteria 
•  Introduction (LPH 6c/BPH 2, 10-13) 
•  Thesis (LPH 4b/BPH 2d, 10-13) 
•  Organization (LPH 5a/BPH 10-13) 
•  Sources (LPH 10, 11, 12/BPH 17-28) 
•  Standard Edited English  (LPH Part 

5 and 6/BPH Parts 8, 9, 10) 


