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Basic Verbs 

▪ Lexical items encoding basic bodily events and 
states, such as COME, GO, SIT, STAND, LIE, EAT, DRINK, 
TAKE, GIVE, etc.  

▪ “[O]ur common experiences of such things as 
eating, drinking, seeing, hearing, etc. can be the 
basis for conceptualizing other more complex 
events” (Newman, 2004:196) 

▪ Proliferation of uses across languages ranging 
from polysemous and idiomatic uses to patterns 
of grammaticalization and collocation 

 



Basic Verbs – earlier studies 

▪ GO and COME (Fillmore, 1966, 1969, 1970, 1971, 
1972; Wilkins & Hill, 1995; Radden, 1996; Botne, 
2005, 2006; etc.)  

▪ EAT and DRINK (Newman, 1997; Newman and Rice, 
2006; etc.)  

▪ SIT, STAND, and LIE (Serra Borneto, 1996; Newman 
and Rice, 2004) 

▪ GIVE and TAKE (Newman, 1996, 1998; etc.) 

▪ sense-perception (Sweetser, 1990; etc.) 

 



Basic Verbs in Arabic  
(standard and vernacular) 

 

▪ axaḏa ‘take’  

▪ rāḥa ‘go’ 

▪ maḍā ‘go’  

▪ ẓalla ‘remain’,  

▪ baqiya ‘remain’ 

▪ qaʽada ‘sit’  

 



Basic Verbs in Arabic  
(standard and vernacular) 

Modern 
Standard 
Arabic 
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Arabic 
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▪ rāḥa ‘go’ 
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GO.PERF    TALK.IMPF 
(data from arabiCorpus.byu.edu) 



REMAIN.PERF    TALK.IMPF 
(data from arabiCorpus.byu.edu) 
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GO verbs  
in Modern standard Arabic 

Three verbs can refer to GO motion event in MSA 

▪ ḏahaba  

▪ maḍā  

▪ rāḥa   
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GO verbs  
in Modern standard Arabic 

Three verbs can refer to GO motion event in MSA 

▪ ḏahaba - not grammaticalized  

▪ maḍā - partially grammaticalized 

▪ rāḥa  - almost fully grammaticalized 



maḍā and rāḥa  
in Modern standard Arabic 

▪ Data 
▪ ArabiCorpus.byu.edu (Dilworth Parkinson) 

▪ untagged 

▪ 90% newspaper genre 

 

▪ 500 corpus returns of each maḍā and rāḥa 



maḍā and rāḥa  
in Modern standard Arabic 

rāḥa  

▪ Aspect marking accounts for 82% of the verb usage in 
the 500 corpus returns 

▪ Remaining uses can depict physical or metaphorical 
motion 

maḍā 

▪ Grammatical usage is less frequent than that of rāḥa 
(around 12% of verb usage in the 500 corpus returns) 

▪ Ungrammaticalized uses can signal physical or 
figurative motion. It is most frequently used to talk 
about the passage of time 

 



Grammaticalized uses  
of maḍā and rāḥa 

rāḥa  

▪ GO.PERFECTIVE   V2.IMPERFECTIVE 

maḍā 

▪ GO.PERFECTIVE   V2.IMPERFECTIVE 

▪ GO.PERFECTIVE   V2.ACTIVE_PARTICIPLE 
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rāḥa.PERF    V2.IMPF  
(‘went on doing something’) 

▪ V2 collocates 
▪ A wide range of verbs (can be telic or atelic) 
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maḍā.PERF    V2.IMPF 
(‘went on doing something’) 

▪ V2 collocates 
▪ In 26 (out of of 38) sentences :SAY 

▪ In the remaining sentences: perception verbs, 
noise-making verbs, physical activity verbs 

 



Conclusion 

▪ Basic Verbs in Arabic which have undergone 
grammaticalization need to be properly analyzed 
through 
▪ moving away from prescriptivist accounts of 

grammatical structures in Arabic and examining actual 
corpus data of standard and vernacular varieties of 
Arabic 

▪ looking at frequency data, i.e. the distribution of 
grammatical uses versus non-grammatical uses 

▪ examining collocational patterns 

▪ experimental methods that tap into speakers’ intuition 
about subtle differences in usage of grammaticalized 
verbs 

▪ ... 

 

 



Thank you! 

Dana Abdulrahim  

dana.rahim@ualberta.ca 
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