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• Hsieh and Tanangkingsing. 2006. 

• ku’an (kanang)
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Outline

• demonstrative forms in Cebuano

• referential function

• non-referential functions

– tracking functions

– discourse marker functions

– stance functions

• conclusion
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Demonstratives

• to locate an entity or a referent in space, 
or as spatial deixis (Fillmore 1982); 
– also referred to as situational use or 

exophoric use. 

• very commonly used as 
– independent pronouns in argument position of 

verbs and adpositions and 

– as noun modifiers in a noun phrase.

•
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Cebuano Demonstratives
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• Questions:

• What are the distribution and functions 
of demonstratives in Cebuano?

• What are the nonreferential functions 
of demonstrative forms in Cebuano?
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Cleary-Kemp (2007):

Functions of demons in AN lgs

• the situational use: location of an 
entity/referent

• the discourse deictic use: reference to 
preceding/following discourse

• the "tracking" use: for tracking participants

• the "recognitional" use: introduction of a 
referent not yet present in discourse but 
shared between speaker and hearer
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Discourse Deictic Use

• reference to preceding discourse

say
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“tracking” use
����ana becoming like an 
extended case marker
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“recognitional” use 

• s
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• tracking use

• discourse 
deictic use

• recognitional
use

• �DM
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clause-initial DMs (non-referential)

• s
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clause-initial DMs (non-referential)

• s

discourse-final
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• tracking use

• discourse 
deictic use

• recognitional
use

• discourse-final 
clause-initial DM
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clause-final DMs (non-referential)

• s

discourse-final
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clause-final DMs (non-referential) (15)

• s
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• tracking use

• discourse 
deictic use

• discourse-
final DM

• recognitional
use

• discourse-final 
clause-initial DM
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• basic functions

• � textual functions (distal preferred/ 
proximal)

• � DM functions (distal/*proximal)
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linker
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Placeholder use

• used during word search

• kana’ nga … NP > kana=ng NP very common 

in repair 
situations

very often 

accompanies 
ku’an
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Placeholder use

• kanang Vstat (adjective-like)

before a 
modifier

linker stuck to 
demonstrative
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• kana=ng NP (word search)

• kana=ng X (placeholder)

• (X=VP, clause)



25

Placeholder use

• kanang clause
before a verb
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• kana=ng … NP (word search)

• kana=ng … X (placeholder)

• (X=VP, clause)

• kana=ng X (no pause) =downtoning
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Weak stance/Downtoning use

• lack of pause

• � NOT word search
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• kana=ng … NP (word search)

• kana=ng … X (placeholder)

• (X=VP, clause)

• kana=ng X (no pause) =downtoning

• kana=ng /   X disjunct =hesitating
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Hesitation use

• kanang (disjunct) + zero (weak stance)
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Summary

• .
recognitional use

tracking 
use (ext)

placeholder 
use

discourse
-final DM

discourse-final 
clause-initial DM

weak 
assertion

discourse 
marker
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• demonstrative � weak stance

• ‘say’ � � weak stance

• ‘say’ � demonstrative ???

• ‘say’ � demonstrative � weak stance
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• Thank you very much!

• miguel@ntut.edu.tw

• National Science Council 

– (102-2914-I-027-003-A1)

• College of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

TAIPEI TECH
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