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The evolution of zi in Shanghainese




Shanghainese

« PWINTE  zd®he**he?3fo?
A dialect of the Northern Wu branch of the Sinitic language
family

* Spoken in the city of Shanghai and surrounding regions.

* > 10 million native speakers




Sources of data for Shanghainese

* Written record can be traced back to the Northern Song
Dynasty (960-1127)

* Historical data includes novels, tales, and dramas

* Contemporary data includes Shanghai Opera, songs, TV
shows, interviews, corpus etc.




Major functions of zi in
contemporary Shanghainese

* Copula (COP)
* Focus marker (FOCUS)

* Topic marker (TOPIC)




zI as a copula

The Shangahinese copula /& typically links two nominals, in an

equivalence relationship, or member-class relationship (Liang
2012).

frt g PEK
hi>  z1 pe3°zas3®
he COP class monitor

‘He is the class monitor.’




zi as a focus marker

As a focus marker, Shanghainese & emphasizes the

importance of immediately following information (cf. Shi
2005, Huang et al. 2009: 25).

I 7 |
Z1 k3s hia®*
FOCUS stupid SFP
‘It’s really really stupid!’




ZI as a topic marker

s& is one of many topic markers in Shanghainese, most

typically used with given information in the topic on the
left and new information in the comment on its right.

2R, ke &, W SCRF K Ao
td53Zﬂ23 , 0?551a23 Z'123 , ﬁ023 BrlSSZ'lZS n01]23 ga?12
sure we TOP also supportyou SFP

‘Of course, we support you!” (SSC)




The Red Pear Blossom corpus

* HongLi]i #I3%¢ Red Pear Blossom

* Novella (42,000 words) written by Xu Fuzuo #£EfF in
AD1560-1630 (Later Ming Dynasty).

*  Altogether 391 occurrences of &
66 copula
186 focus marker
65 topic marker
74 other uses
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Copula zi in the corpus

ZYN r X B N
cio¥nin® 7 pan3* hyg? tsha®¥nin?®
I COP  this  county public servant

‘ am a public servant of this county.” ( Chapter 21 )




Focus marking zi in corpus

iF = {ABE K T
tson3* Z1 pa®°z¥? g2 lio?3
EMPHMRKR FOC Bochou come SFP

‘It is Bochou that has come.” ( Chapter 19 )




Topic marking zi in the corpus

= yo "o iR
go’ 12 Z1 hi>* ke  fusn?®
country  TOPIC saint sinner mix

‘As for this country, it is full of saints and sinners.” (Chapter
13)




Statistical analysis

* We used Hierarchical Configural Frequency Analysis
(HCFA, Gries 2004) to investigate the statistically
significant combinations of parts of speech and functions of
ZI.

* We coded all examples of copula, focus marking, and topic
marking zi for

Part of speech of constituent to the left of zi (POSLEFT)
Part of speech of constituent to the right of zi (POSRIGHT)
Function of zi (FUNCTION: equative, contrastive etc.)




Significant HCFA results
---I-_--

SUBORD PRON COMMON 1.7241 2.09E-07 0.042
EQUAT PRON COMMON 18 2.8212 4.95E-07 oAk 0.048
EQUAT PRON PROPER 10 0.8125 7.36E-06 el 0.029
EMPHRIGHT EMPHMRKR  CLAUSE 69 35.6417 3.05E-05 oAk 0.119
SUBORD PROPER COMMON 7 0.3831 8.11E-05 ok 0.021
COUNTER ADV PROPER 4 0.1236 0.004301176 *x 0.012
INTRORIGHT COMMON CLAUSE 6 0.5364 0.009981963 *x 0.017

CONTLEFT AD)J AD)J 2 0.0075 0.013894591 * 0.006




Significant HCFA results:

copula uses
---I-_--

SUBORD PRON COMMON 1.7241 2.09E-07 0.042
EQUAT PRON COMMON 18 2.8212 4.95E-07 hoxk 0.048
EQUAT PRON PROPER 10 0.8125 7.36E-06 el 0.029
EMPHRIGHT EMPHMRKR  CLAUSE 69 35.6417 3.05E-05 oAk 0.119
SUBORD PROPER COMMON 7 0.3831 8.11E-05 hoxk 0.021
COUNTER ADV PROPER 4 0.1236 0.004301176 *x 0.012
INTRORIGHT COMMON CLAUSE 6 0.5364 0.009981963 *x 0.017

CONTLEFT AD)J AD)J 2 0.0075 0.013894591 * 0.006




Significant HCFA results:
focus marking

SUBORD PRON COMMON 1.7241 2.09E-07 0.042
EQUAT PRON COMMON 18 2.8212 4.95E-07 oAk 0.048
EQUAT PRON PROPER 10 0.8125 7.36E-06 el 0.029
EMPHRIGHT EMPHMRKR  CLAUSE 69 35.6417 3.05E-05 oAk 0.119
SUBORD PROPER COMMON 7 0.3831 8.11E-05 ok 0.021
COUNTER ADV PROPER 4 0.1236 0.004301176 *x 0.012
INTRORIGHT COMMON CLAUSE 6 0.5364 0.009981963 *x 0.017

CONTLEFT AD)J AD)J 2 0.0075 0.013894591 * 0.006




Significant HCFA results:
topic marking
---I-_--

SUBORD PRON COMMON 1.7241 2.09E-07 0.042
EQUAT PRON COMMON 18 2.8212 4.95E-07 oAk 0.048
EQUAT PRON PROPER 10 0.8125 7.36E-06 el 0.029
EMPHRIGHT EMPHMRKR  CLAUSE 69 35.6417 3.05E-05 oAk 0.119
SUBORD PROPER COMMON 7 0.3831 8.11E-05 ok 0.021
COUNTER ADV PROPER 4 0.1236 0.004301176 *x 0.012
INTRORIGHT COMMON CLAUSE 6 0.5364 0.009981963 *x 0.017

CONTLEFT ADJ ADJ 2 0.0075 0.013894591 * 0.006




Example sentences for the significant
combinations:

EQUAT, PRON, PROPER

2 E K AH

nu®* 7 Aud® thad*fu*

I COP  Wang high rank official
‘I'm Official Wang.” ( Chapter 18 )




EMPHRIGHT, EMPHMRKR, CLAUSE

G y Ao &
ziv>* 71 bir'? M il
EMPHMRKR FOCUS other place leak

‘It is a fact that [information] has been leaked somewhere
else” ( Chapter 22 )




COUNTER(expected), ADV, PROPER

JuR yo BAH
Ayg®sle3s  za z2%3¢id**kon*3
actually  TOPIC Mr. Zhao
‘Actually, it is Mr. Zhao.” (Chapter 24)




CONT(rastive)LEFT, AD]J, AD]

W = B H 3
za®hu?dtir > m ho>3fion3*Ay1 *mpo>*
trouble TOPIC  beauty in the flesh

- YN & nELAS
Ze23nin®tir>®  m Ayn3shuan3*hy**ma>*
fascination TOPIC  imaginary beauty

“Trouble? That's beauty in the flesh.
Fascination? That's imaginary beauty.' (Chapter 4)




Shanghainese blending

COP FOCUS
POSLEFT POSRIGHT POSLEFT POSRIGHT
NOM NOM EMPHMRKR CLA/USE
TOP
POSLEFT POSRIGHT

NOM CLAUSE




German blending (Newman 1997)

Impersonal Construction 2-place GIVE Construction
Es juckt mich Berge geben Trauben
'l feel itchy' 'Mountains produce grapes'
Es V Proobj NP1 gibt NP2
Es gibt Beulen...

'There will be lumps [on the body]

h Es gibt I(P




Summary

* We draw upon attested historical data to understand earlier
stages, rather than simply relying upon imagined
intermediate stages as is often the case in grammaticalization
studies.

* Even simple statistical methods can be very useful in
identifying significant factors at work in data.

* The emergent zi topic construction inherits properties from
the historically ealier copula and focus constructions and can
be understood as a kind of constructional blending.
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Thank  you!
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