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Wiki Technology 

• MediaWiki (Wikipedia) 
▫ Categories, Templates 

• Semantic MediaWiki (Krötzsch et al. 2007) 
▫ Properties 
▫ Semantic Forms 
▫ Query capability (test five) 
 
{{#ask: [[Category:Metaphor]] [[has source 

schema::Machine]]}} 



Theoretical Groundwork 

Conceptual Metaphor Theory  
(Lakoff & Johnson 1980 and after) 

+ 
Embodied Construction Grammar  
(Feldman, Dodge & Bryant 2009) 

+ 
Frame Semantics  

(Ruppenhofer et al. 2006) 
= 

MetaNet 



Links 

Official Project Site 
• https://metanet.icsi.berkeley.edu/metanet/ 
 
Articles 
• http://www.icsi.berkeley.edu/icsi/projects/ai/m

etanet 
 

• http://www.icsi.berkeley.edu/icsi/gazette/2012/
05/metanet-project 
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Demo 
The president drove the nation into a ditch. 

 
NATION IS A VEHICLE 

 
We built our nation brick by brick. 

 
NATION IS A BUILDING 

 
The country is grinding to a halt. 

 
NATION IS A MACHINE 



Snapshot of metaphor list page on MetaNet Wiki 



Snapshot of metaphor list page in MetaNet Wiki, continued 



Snapshot of schema and frame page in MetaNet Wiki 



Snapshot of schema and frame page in MetaNet Wiki, continued 



Sample metaphor: NATION IS A VEHICLE, with target and source 
schemas, and role mappings 



Sample metaphor: NATION IS A VEHICLE, with related metaphors  
and entailments (entailed metaphors). 



Sample metaphor: NATION IS A VEHICLE, with example sentences 
and local metaphor map of related metaphors. 



Sample metaphor: NATION IS A VEHICLE, with entailed metaphor 
LEADING A NATION IS DRIVING A VEHICLE 



Sample schema 
page: Vehicle, with 
schema roles 



Sample schema: 
Vehicle, with 
related schemas 



Sample schema: Vehicle, with bindings and inferences 



Sample schema: Vehicle, with lexical units 
(MetaNet assigned) and FrameNet lexical units 
from closest FrameNet frame (Vehicle). 



Sample schema: Vehicle, with metaphors in which it is found 
as a source schema, and local map of related schemas 



Sample metaphor: NATION IS A COMPLEX STRUCTURE, 
with mappings and source and target schemas 
 



Sample editing page: entering and editing  
metaphor information, e.g., other ways of referring to this 
metaphor (aliases), metaphor family, metaphor type. 



Sample editing page: entering source and target schemas and 
mappings. Schema roles from the respective schemas appear to make 
role mapping entry easier. 



Sample editing page: entering example sentences with provenance and field 
for annotation.  
 
Closest metaphors in Spanish, Persian and Russian can also be entered. 



Sample metaphor family: Governance metaphors.  
Metaphor families such as Event Structure metaphors, Emotion metaphors, etc. 
also exist. New families can be created and existing families are easily edited. 



Snapshot of governance-related metaphors 
in a graphic map visually representing 
metaphor relationships 



Snapshot of target domain schema family map 



Summary 
• Tool for capturing theory-informed generalizations 
 
• Flexible, adaptable, user friendly 
 
• Visualization enhancement 
 
• Comparability across languages; ability to add new 

languages 
 

• Integration with metaphor corpora 
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