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Introduction

by Margaret Mackey

There used to be a beer advertisement that
promised that its beer would "reach

the parts other beers doréach." In this
booklist, we aim to reach readers not
reached by other resources: good high
school readers who are ready to branch out
into adult reading but who don't necessarily
know where to start.

For ten years, the Canadian review journal
Resource inkshas offered a group of
colleagues loosely based at the University of
Alberta the opportunity to produce an annual
column of contemporary Canadian adult
books with potential appeal for good teenage
readers. In 2006, financial support from the
Faculty d Education Alumni Association at
the University of Alberta has made it
possible for us to
worth of that column into a single standalone
publication, which you now hold in

your hands. Victoria Pennell, the current
editor ofResourcd.inks, has very

generously supported this project.

In making our choices for inclusion in the
column (and hence in this compilation), my
colleagues and | have adhered to a small
number of important selection criteria. We
choose exclusively Canadiamaterial, in

part to meet the mandate Résource Links
but in part to keep the selection task
manageable. Our main content criterion is
that the territory covered in the book should
have some appeal to young readers; we do
our best to avoid books thakedargely
focused on the issues and concerns of
middle age. We never eliminate a book
because it offers strong language, graphic
sex or violence, or some potential to offend
in political or religious terms. Adult reading
should not be limited in these waysd we
feel strongly that any teenager able to read

and enjoy these books is mature enough to
handle the content. By the time they are
ready to tackle adult reading, teenagers do
not want to be patronized with only the
Afsafed choices.

This column begaits life in 1995 when

Allison Haupt, then working @&esource

Links invited Ingrid Johnston and me to

start work in this area. After a few years, it
became obvious that the task was too big for
two readers and we broadened the review
staff to includeother local professionals.

Over the years, almost a dozen readers have
contributed to the column.

For many years, | have taken the main
responsibility for collating the column, and
each year, | have assembled the annual set
of reviews with interest and gaisure.
Reading through the
worth of reviews that are collected in this
publication has been an experience of _

C 0 MP hréafly erhanted &x&itBmedit.erRe’efofnous

range and quality of contemporary Canadian
publishing is astonishing, especiallyao
reader who remembers what it was like in
this country forty years ago.

We do not claim to have included every
promising book in this compilation of

reviews. Our expertise is greater in some
areas than in others and this publication
reflects that fact. W have, over the years,
made serious efforts to include a range of
genres; |, for example, almost singlehandedly
have insisted that sports books

should be reviewed whenever possible. But
inevitably, some genres (like historical
fiction) areoverrepresented in the
publishersé 1ists
dominant in this list as a result. Similarly,
some genres (like speculative fiction) are
less well represented, both in the world at
large and in this list.

and

We have not had the resources to tpaair
reviews or to check whether or not titles

combi ne
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remain in print or have been reissued in Rogoschewsky for carefwtork on the

paperback. This publication simply citations; and, most of all, the reviewers of

compiles ten years of columns, making only the column who have kept this project

very minor changes of format. Any moving over ten years. It has been a

inadequacies in the original approach remain privilege to do this work and | hope the

in this publication. Despite this result is useful to many readers.

gualification, however, | believe that the

publication of this booklist is a worthwhile Spring 2009 Thethird updated version of

endeavour, offering a unique resource to thislist includes titles from the October

Canadian teenagers and the librarians, 2008c o | u @anterfipdrary Canadiakdult

teachers and parents who work with them. Titles with Strong Appedbr Strong
Teenage RBesairealLnkil(l),58n

This publication is myanized under large 63. Titles have been interleaved with the

gener al headings, such pravious Gosiort aadhmpwindexesyhave been

Life. 0 Reviews are i ncl oaehedlhanks tdEizabeth DeBleidor this

chronological order, starting in each case work.

with 2005 titles. Each review is signed with

the reviewerds initi al s Readers may@rmeheiadwppyofthis | usi on

is taken as a sign ajpproval, though booklistfrom the online version

reviewers may highlight weaknesses as well (http://www.ualberta.ca/~mmackey/adultboo

as strengths of a title. Over the years, our klist2009.pdj. This year, for the first time, we

reaction to a title that we were uncertain have also made it possible for readers tiena

about has been to omit that title. printon-demand hard copy. Details are
available at

Resource Linkmaintains a website (at http://www.lulu.com/content/paperback

http://www.resourcelinks.ca/) veine book/adulticanadiarbooksfor-strongteenage

archived copies of this column may be read. readers/7346327or go tohttp://www.lulu.com

Readers looking for updates to the material and search for the title.

in this list should check this website in the
fall of each year; the column appears in the
October issue every year, and the new
material appears on tiiesource ks
website (http://www.resourcelinks.ca/) at
that time. We hope to be able to update the
online version of this list six months later;
that is, in the spring of each year, the new

titles from the previous falldéds column will be
inserted into the web versiaf this
compilation.

| would like to thank the editors &esource
Links past and present, for making the
creation of the column such a pleasure; the
Alumni Association of the University of

Al bertads Faculty of Education for theirtr
generous and imagitige financial support;
James Nahachewsky for excellent editorial
work in creating this compilation; Sophia
Sherman of the office of the School of
Library and Information Studies for patient
and creative attention to detail; Tanya


http://www.lulu.com/content/paperback-book/adult-canadian-books-for-strong-teenage-readers/7346327
http://www.lulu.com/content/paperback-book/adult-canadian-books-for-strong-teenage-readers/7346327
http://www.lulu.com/content/paperback-book/adult-canadian-books-for-strong-teenage-readers/7346327
http://www.lulu.com/

Ccontemporary life

The Angel Riotsby Ibi Kaslik.

Toronto: Penguin, 2008.Paperback. 275
pages.9780-14-3055129.

The Angel Riots thestory of an indie rock
collective experiencing its first taste of
heady fame. The story is told from the
perspective of two of the band members. Jim
is an 18yearold Saskatchewan girl (her
name was accidentally switched with her
twin brother's onheir birth certificates) who
has recently arrived in Montreal to study
violin at McGill. A musical genius, she is
the youngest band member in terms of age,
but probably the oldest in terms of having
lived through some hard times. Jim staatls
a removearom the other band members,
struggling with her grief over some
traumatic events involving her twin brother,
which are gradually revealed. Rize, the other
character whose perspective we see, is a
gifted trombonist who struggles with a
mental illness and withis tendency to be
eclipsed by his childhood best friend and
fellow band member Jules.

When the Riots go on their first
American tour, they achieve success beyond
their wildest dreams, but at the same time,
relationships between the band
memberdegin tofray. Jules and his wife
Margo have trouble keeping their marriage
together; Rize gets too heavily into drugs;
and Jim seems to be the only one who
realizes that Kellogg, the band's manager,
may not be as benevolent as he seems. The
novel is an achinglyamplex tangle of
human relationships, and its depiction of the
touring musician's life feels authentically
unglamorous. HG

The Gum Thiefby Douglas Coupland.
Toronto: Random House Canada2007.
Hardback. 275 pages.9780-307-346284
Bethany works irbtaples, the office

supplies superstoreso doedRoger, who is
old enough to have gone to school with
Bethany's motheDeeDee.For the most
part, these three characters are the
unlikely narrators of Douglas Coupland's
unlikely novel. Roger is a secreibvelist
and this book also includes extensive
extracts from Glové&ond, his fiction.

Coupland is pitckperfect and
shrewd, as usual, on the
discrepanciebetween the vacuous language
of Staples commeregpeak and the
realanguish and despair of Roger, Baty
and DeeDeeBethany is thggoungest of the
three but her life has been shadowed by far
too manydeaths, and she expresses herself
as a Goth; one virtue of Staplesaas
employer is that they let her wear her black
lipstick. Roger'dife is adrift; he drinks too
much and his job at Staples marks hinaas
middle-aged loser.The story is told in their
letters to eacbther, sparked when Bethany
discovers Roger's diary in the sthffinge
and learns he is practising being a writer by
imagining himselfs writing from within
her persona.

In some ways, the voices merge,
and the end of the story does not ol the
idea that Roger has created all of\Within
the terms othe correspondence, | was never
unclear about which character wasting at
anygiven time, but the three are clearly on
the same sidagainst the pressures of the
world they live in ( represented by google,
iPods,advertising patter, sales pitches, and
so forth), and the main contrast ligstween
them and their settingThe artifigality of
the commercialvorld is strongly observed
and the struggles of the characters
within this world are poignantThis book
will speak to many young readefM

The Film Club: A True Story ofa Father
and Son by David Gilmour. Toronto:
Thomas Allen Publishers, 2007.
Hardback. 247 pages.9780-88762285



4.
A lot of teens think of dropping out of
school at some point, but very few of them
do so with the support of their parents.
David Gilmour, the Toronto writer and film
critic, realized that hi¢6-yearold son Jesse
hated school. Despite being a bright kid,
Jesse'grades were skidding towards failure,
and no intervention on the part of his parents
(transferring him to a private school,
micromanaging his homework) seemed to
help. Realizing thatchool is
turning his honest, likeable samto a liar
and a sneak who hides his homework
assignments and then claims he has no more
work to do, David allows Jesse to drop out
of school, on one condition: Jesse must
watch three movies a week, of David's
choosing, and discuss them with his father.
What follows is a thregear tour
through world cinema, both good and bad,
and a profound evolution in the relationship
between father and son. At a time when
many teenage boys are doing their utmost to
shut out tleir parents, Gilmour"§ilm
club" allows him a window into his son’s life
and thoughts. We also see Jadseelop
from an insecure and apathetic teen into a
bright and confident young man. HG

Spook Countryby William Gibson.
New Yor k:

Hardback. 371 pages. 9789-39%
1543060
A review of

suggests that the Vancouver author wrote
science fiction until the real world became
stranger than anything he could invent. Be
that as it may, this story is set in the cutren
world; the action begins in February 2006
and Gibson refers both to contemporary
political occurrences and also to ground
breaking technological events.

The book is a complex thriller,
focused on three main characters whose
stories are told in alternaty chapters. Hollis
Henry was once a rock singer but she now

hopes to make a living working as a
journalist, and is currently writing a story on
locative art (digital representations overlaid
by means of GPS onto real landscape,
visible only to those witlthe right VR
equipment). Tito is a Chinesguban whose
family has a long history of working
underground. Milgrim is a drug addict, kept
captive by means of his dependency, so that
his decoding skills can be put to work for a
cause that is both mysteriousdssinister.
All of these characters eventually converge
in the pursuit of a shipping container that is
travelling the world and never landing, like a
contemporary Flying Dutchman. Lurking in
the background is Hubertus Bigend, a
mysterious magnate who firappeared in
Gi b s BattebnsRecognition

In this complicated and absorbing
story, it is never quite clear who is on whose
side. What does seem clear is that the
underground worl d of
overlaid onto our own universe, if only we
could seeti The book demands a very
attentive reading and offers an invitation to
apply the same quality of attention to our
political, cultural and financial assumptions.
MM

jPod by Douglas Coupland. Toronto:
Random House Canada,

G. P. 20B7ut n a mQ0®6. aedbagk. 517 pages.-679

314245
Coupland has written a book about the

Wi I I'i am GpganmmPworlddsandhe iak omitted no

opportunity to remind his readers that this is
a book. All the affordances of paper have
been exploited in this interesting volume,
starting with an extended verbal riff tha
completely covers the end papers, front and
back, and concluding with a pseuckplay
button on the final page. In between,
Coupland tells the story of a group of young
people who lead such a surreal life that they
barely notice when regular daily lifarhs
equally surreal. Ethan Jarlewski is one of six

t

he



workers whose names all begin with J; as a
working unit, they are nicknamed the jPod
and they labour to create digital games.
Unfortunately, their dedication to the cause
of creating a magnificent gamesabotaged
by the loony notions of a marketing
executive, and of course, marketing wins,
hands down. Ethan and his colleagues are
required to insert a goofy cuddly turtle in the
middle of their skateboard game.

What meaning there was in
developing the skaboard game promptly

evaporates, and the JPodsters resort to a kind

of aimless anarchism at work. Ethan also
finds it easy to transfer this feckless attitude
to his home life, where it seems to fit
appropriately in any case: Mom is a
murderous druglealerand Dad is a failed
actor with a passion for competitive
ballroom dancing. Douglas Coupland
appears as a character from time to time,
detested by Ethan but occasionally powerful
in the development of the plot.

This is a book to read now. It is
utterly cantemporary and very engaging.
Coupland's Vancouver game company is a
caricature but a compelling one. The
iPodsters are appealing in their zany way,
and Coupland's play with what paper can do
is also interesting, if idiosyncratic and
sometimes repetitiv8.he overall impact of
the pointlessness of the jPodsters’ work
raises serious questions but Coupland does
not belabour them, leaving them instead for
readers to consider. MM

What We All Long Forby Dionne

Brand. Toronto: Knopf Canada, 2005.
Hardback. 336 pages. 667697167-9.

This book exemplifies the new, ulttaban
face of Canadian literature. Brand follows
the stories of four twentgomethings living

in Toronto. Tuyen is the daughter of
Vietnamese immigrants. She has moved out
of her par agstthar@ishksaane
pursue a career as an avgatde artist.

Throughout the novel, she tries to escape the
family obligations her culture imposes on
her, with limited success. Her friend Carla is
the daughter of a white mother and a
Jamaican father. Heifé is still haunted by
the memory of her
she was five years old. She works as a bike
courier, and tries to keep her younger
brother Jamal out of trouble. Their friend
Oku is a graeschool dropout pondering
what he wants to do with ilife. When he
is not avoiding his
trip |lectures, hebos
daughter of black Nova Scotians whose
dreams of a better life in the big city have
yet to be realized.

What We All Long Fois a hymn to
T o r o n tltww@twral diversity that lays
bare the tensions
cultural fabric, even as it celebrates the
wonderful possibilities that arise when so
many different cultures live side by side. All
of the young people in the novel are trying
hard either to escape their parents, or to
avoid becoming their parents. Friendship
and love exist alongside violence and
racism. Ultimately this is a story about
modern Canadian cities and all of their
perils and possibilities. HG

Alligator by Lisa Moore. Anansi,

2005. Hardback. 303 pages.

0-88784195-3

Lisa Moore does a remarkable job of

moving readers inside the heads of a number
of characters: seventegear old Colleen

who struggles with how to assert herself in
an ecologically endangered world; ninetee
yearold Frank who is trying to create an
independent life after the death of his
mother; Colleen's mother, a widow confused
by her only child; Colleen's aunt, an aging
film-maker; an actress in the film who is

also getting older and worried about itdan
the axtress's mysterious and sinister Russian
boyfriend. These people all live in

mot her

mmi
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contemporary St. John's, a small city where
they are likely to encounter each other in a
variety of circumstances. A small
coincidence can lead to much wider,
important, ocasionally violent
consequences.

In this book, Moore not only
captures the flavour of St. John's in 2004,
she also portrays a wider view of
contemporary life, often expressed in telling
details. For example, her account of Colleen
reading an erotic artielin a new
Cosmopolitarmagazine while watching a
video at the same time captures an instance
of the small cognitive and emotional
dissonances that we take for granted every
day. In many ways this is a book about
details. Moore has a stunning gift for the
exact word to describe a nuance of
perception or feeling. Not every reader will
enjoy this book but those who do will find it
breathtaking. MM

Raymond and Hannalby Stephen
Marche. Doubleday Canada, 2005.
Hardback. 209 pages. 885660413
This book was pblished in early 2005 and
attracted a great deal of attention in
Canadads revi ewi
lyrical account of a brief sexual fling
between two consenting young adults that
turns into a longelasting and more
complicated relationship. Rmyond and
Hannah meet at a party in Toronto and
initially set off together for what they
anticipate will be a onaight stand. The
overwhelming nature of their first sexual
encounter keeps them together for longer
than they had anticipated, but soon Hannah
is to leave the country to spend some time in
Israel, learning more about her Jewish
heritage, and they must decide what they
want to do about this separation.

The book is told in very short units,
glossed by a marginal synopsis of the main
point of eacltsection. The sex is joyful and

ng pr

also very explicit. The longderm
ramifications of this surprise connection are
skilfully elaborated by Marche in this, his
first novel. Hannah and Raymond must find
ways to make their separate lives and
priorities work to@ther if they are to be able
to stay connected, a common problem of
early adulthood, and Marche explores the
complications with zest. MM

Hey Nostradamusy Douglas Coupland.
Vintage Canada, 2004 (2003). Paperback.
256 pages. 679 312706

This quirky aml strangely haunting book has
a plot centred on a fictitious Columbitygpe
school massacre in Vancouver. Severteen
year old Cheryl Anway, secretly married to
a schoolmate, Jason, and newly pregnant,
scribbles the eerie message "God is howhere
God is now lere" on her binder just before
she is gunned down. This message and the
manner of Cheryl's death leave a legacy of
hatred, fanaticism and religious fervour in
the neighbourhood of the school and in the
lives of the people who knew Cheryl. The
book is narrged by four different characters:
Cheryl narrating her own death; Jason
describing his tormented life ten years later;
Eleather, the womantwho trfes taanelate & n d
relationship with Jason; and Reg, Jason's
father, who is a religious fanatic.

Written with Coupand's trademark
dark humour, the novel is only partly
successful. Cheryl's and Jason's versions of
the story are gripping and exciting, but the
novel begins to lose some of its narrative
coherence in the last two stories. We cease
to care as much about athhappens to the
characters and are left feeling vaguely
dissatisfied by the end. Nevertheless, the
book does have its strengths and fascinations
and will be widely read by fans of
Coupland's novels. 1J.

Knocked Up: Confessions of a Modern
Mother-to-Be by Rebecca Eckler.



Random House, 2004. Paperback. 374
pages. 6385660375
PartSex and the CifypartBr i dg et
Diary, and parfl h e
Pregnancythis book is a funny, intimate
account about the perils and joys of
impending mothehood. Eckler, a columnist
with The National Post, is used to living a
fabulous life, drinking cocktails and going to
parties with her friends. So, when after their
engagement party, she and her fianceé find
themselves unexpectedly pregnant, Eckler
must figure out how she is going to survive
being knocked up.
Readers will/
and realistic portrayal of the physical and
emotional changes she underwent
throughout her nine months of pregnancy.
Written as a diary, in a light, easy-read
style, Knocked Upgs both entertaining and
interesting. Readers follow along as Eckler
discovers all things baby: prenatal vitamins,
ultrasounds, altlay "morning" sickness,
weight gain, and cravings. Throughout it all,
even in the midst of the unpleasant aspe
of pregnancy, Eckler keeps readers laughing
with her insights, observations, and the
crazy cast of characters who are as good as
any you would find in a fictional story.
AlthoughKnocked Ugs a true story
about a twentysomething journalist's
experieces with pregnancy, young adult
readers will be drawn into Rebecca Eckler's
life. Her breezy style makes this a quick
read and young adults will enjoy reading
about a fabulous life in the big city, a life
full of parties, cocktails, friendships, and
babies. JAG

Pattern Recognitiorby William Gibson.
G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2003. Hardback. 356
pages. 6399149864

This absorbing book could hardly be more
contemporary. Cayce Pollard is a young
woman so sensitive to brand symbols and
icons that she is worth artune to

f ol l oemding.c k|l er 0s

international companies trying to work out
the next big trend so they can cash in on it.

J o rCayseds akso one of a small set of people
Girl fri endOoknowsasifodtegeheanls. Obsessed by

obscure film extracts that appear
mysteriously on the Internet, they
correspondbout potential meanings. It
doesn't take too long before one of the
world's master entrepreneurs notices the
marketing talent that has made the footage
so irresistible to cool people. He enlists
Cayce's help in tracking down the source of
these films, ad the result is a pagerning
thriller with an obscure but rather satisfying
frank

Globetrotting Cayce takes in the
world's response to the events of September
11, 2001, with an eye made sharp by pain:
her father disappeared in New York City
that day.They must presume him dead, yet
his family had no inkling that he would go
anywhere near the World Trade Center.
Curiosity about her father's last hours (if
indeed he is truly dead) is another hook that
engages Cayce's rarefied attention. It is
difficult to imagine how one might read this
book without a fairly solid grasp of the
Internet Age and its many new conventions
and rules for social engagement. Gibson
takes on much of the strangeness we now
take for granted; this book is not science
fiction in thestrict sense of the word but it
succeeds in making our own world feel like
something invented. An intriguing story.
MM

It's a Good Life If You Don't Weaken: A
Picture-Novellaby Seth. Drawn and
Quarterly Publications, 2003. Paperback.
178 pages. B9659770-X

It is easy to fall into the trap of thinking that
graphic novels are always full of action and
superheroes, not to mention biffs and splats.
This graphic novel, on the contrary, is
contemplative. It involves a quest, but the
guest is to find out morabout a little



known gag cartoonist from the 1940s and
1950s, Kalo. Kalo was a real person and
examples of his work are included at the
back of the book. The hero of this story is
Seth, a cartoonist and cartoon fan, who
worries about the way the world is
deteriorating. Much of the book is taken up
with his ruminations about social and
cultural decline since the early part of the
twentieth century. Seth the autkamtist is
terrific at using panels of landscape and
scenery to convey a sense of place and a
sense of passing time. The sometimes
extreme introspection of the words is
balanced by the necessity of looking
outward at the world through the pictures.
This contradiction is one of the compelling
qualities of this book.

The general plot of this book
involves Seth's pursuit of further
information about Kalo. The images are
conveyed in black, white, and a delicate
shade of blugrey. Everything about this
book is quiet, but the overall impact is
inviting. Originally published as six
instalments in the comibook series
Palookaville, the combined stories work
together very appealingly. MM

Hap pi nleyavdl Féeguson.
Penguin, 2002. Paperback352 pages.
0-14-3012711 (reviewed under its
original title of Genericg
What would happen if somebody published
the ultimate sekhelp book that actually
solved all the problems of everyone who
read it? According to this rollicking satire,
the world as we know it would come to a
halt. Nobody would need to strive for
anything ever again. Yet, as Edwin de Valu,
t heomhed this funny
nirvana of ultimate satisfaction all round
might well cause different kinds of
problems.

This book aims many telling and
entertaining blows at contemporary society,

10

S Miss ISgpterdhbielny Erangoes Gravel

the publishing industry, the sdielp mania

of ourtimesi and at many New Age notions
along the way. Its main premise is utterly
preposterous, but the sheer ridiculousness of
the story does not prevent it from making
many telling observations about North
American life as we know it today. Its
complex, lagerthanlife plot and characters
are engaging without necessarily being
likable. The book is amusing and savage all
at once. MM

Stanley Parkby Timothy Taylor. Alfred

A. Knopf Canada, 2001. Hardback. 423
pages. 6676973078

Carefully nuanced characteen intriguing

plot, and thematic explorations of the
relationships of people to their environment
and food combine to mak&anley Parla

rich and satisfying read. Chef Jeremy Papier,
trained in France, returns home to
Vancouver to open The
Bistro, where he highlights local produce.
His interest in peopl ebds
food available in their surroundings, though,

is oddly echoed by his eccentric

anthropologist father who studies homeless
people living in Vancouyv
AsJeremyds father is incr
into the lives of these seemingly rootless

people, he also becomes obsessed with the
mysterious deaths of two young children in

the Park in the 1950s. W
financial stress threatens his restaurant, he is

forced to turn to the creepy Dante, of the
successful coffeehouse ¢
Inferno. The discussions of culinary and

restaurant styles add to the flavour and

delight of this novel. JKM

Mo

t hat
Translated by Sheila Fischman.

Cormorant, 1998 (1996). Paperback.

179 pages. 89695111-2

A clever contemporary mystery told with
humour and irony. Gravel effortlessly draws



readers into the plot with storytelling
techniques and her ability to create a
likeable protagonist in unlikely
circumstances. Bored with her middikass

|l ife and her parent so

expectations, protagonist Genevieve Valliere
graduates from a career as an exotic dancer

to become a oneme bank robber in a near
perfect hest. When she tries to launder the
stolen money in a drgleaning business, she

is pursued by both her former boyfriend and

the police inspector who is trying to solve
the crime. The book is fun and engaging to
read. 1J

The Tracey Fragmentby Maureen
Medved. Anansi, 1998. Paperback.

149 pages. 887846246

This book is not for the squeamish. It tells
the story of a runaway teenager, Tracey
Berkowitz, aged fifteen, who describes

herself as fAjust a no

herself. 0 Tracews has

parents in bitter dispute, a lost little brother

who thinks heb6s a dog

died. In the grip of a profound depression

she runs away but what happens next is not

entirely clear as the

in the title move between realiand fantasy

and we see |ife throu

Nno access to alternative perspectives. The
effect is powerful but also claustrophobic;
some readers will be entranced by the

aut hordés vivid i mager

object to the quantity of swearimg

antagoni zed by Tracey

despair. This is not a book to draw
lukewarm responses. MM

The Underwooduy Patrick G. Tarr.

Anvil Press, 1998. Paperback. 131
pages. 189563617-5

Tarrdéds novel rai ses
of whether a book vitten in three days can
be a worthwhile read. In the caseldfe
Underwood winner of the 2@ Annual

11

International Thre®ay NovetWriting

Contest, the answer is yes and no. Tarr

succeeds in writing a humorous novel with

vivid characters and a decent piloat, not
sugpnsohglybtaily off somewdat att the end of

the book. The Underwood is a hotel with a
glamorous past that has become run down

and out of date. Enter the protagonist, Foster

Lutz, an aspiring twentpneyearold

pianist desperate for work, whdespite all

probabilities, becomes a roaring

entertainment success and begins to revive

the hotel 6s flagging rep
way, he becomes entangled with a motley

crew of musicians and a new girl friend.

Tarrds first person narrtr
deprecating ironic tone reminiscent of

Hol den Caulfield and muc
success rests on this quirky narrative style.

The book isnbét a huge |
fun to read and worth recommending. 1J
r mal girl who hates

ElyboyrActionuFigurepComeb Witk Gasmask

by Jim Munroe. HarperCollins Canada,

199& Pagerbacik. @36 pagds-@N6-48@91t o

8

Don't read this book on public transit, in a
doiitér's wading eoon, eranywhers aelse i b e d
where people will stare at you strangely if

goh start taaghirey yud lsud.eviyreog’'s wi t h
hilarious first novel tells the story of Ryan

Slint, a 22yearold student at the University

of Toronto who has a secret identityhe

gan turh intb &fly. dé Hae never tatldaapyone
about his ability, until he meets Cassandra, a
Wastreds at ghe lochl diney Sha'sindacly
normal either- she's an epunk rocker who

can make things disappear into thin air.
Naturally, they were made for each other.
Inspired by the heroics of Sailor Moon,

Ryan and Cassandra become the
Superheroes for Social Justice and set out to
battle therforcesrofedarknéss: gigamgttee st i o n
companies, sexist police officers, and the
Toronto Sun. Though much of the book is



uproariously funny, things take a serious five years old, after which he grew up within
turn in the end. Riding high on the success the white mainstream in Canada and the
of their playful superhero pranks, Ryan and United States. His adult life was spent in

Cassandh are unprepared for a Vancouver ad Ottawa, until 1993 when he
confrontation with true evil. Despite its decided to return to the reserve. This book
overthetop themes, the book is a realistic tells the story of his first year back and is
portrayal of undergraduate life: the animated by his enormous enthusiasm for
roommates, the parties, the boredom of Indian traditions and sacred lore. He is
classes, the uncertainty about one's future, realistic about some of the problems of
and the ups and downsfuoft love. Ryan is reserve life butletermined to tell a story that
a likable character with a wry wit, and his conveys both the positive and the negative
observations of the cultural scene around aspects. The turn of the seasons is marked
him ring true. HG by four lyrical inserts, but for the most part

this book is told in serviceable prose,
Polaroids from the Deadby Douglas alternating accounts of
Coupland. ReganHarper Collins, 1996. with his dilapidated house and antiquated
Hardback. 199 pages. @©6-0391499 heating system with insights into community
This book offers atrange assortment of politics. Maraclebs i nsi
texts in different genres that may be better makes him a fascinating guide to many
suited to using in extract form. The first ten aspects of reserve life and language and
entries are a linked selection of very short makes the book highly accessible to those

stories, vignettes even, of people attending a who have litle idea of the complexities
Grateful Dead concert. The middle sectionis involved. MM

a setof essays about different people and

places, and the third section is an extended Microserfsby Douglas Coupland.

description of Brentwood, California, the HarperCollins, 1995. Hardback. 371

site of the famous deaths of Marilyn Monroe  pages. 600-2244947

and Nicole Brown Simpson. Coupland Microserfsby Douglas Coupland is

writes well but is master of a preciously about as contemporary as it gets, dealing

ironic style that can become irritating in as it does with the workaholic lives of a

large doses. The book is sprinkled with groupof computer experts. The book is

many blackandwhite photographs and will written as the journal entries of -3@arold

undoubtedly appeal to precocious teenagers. comput er geek Dan, whoos

His capacity to skim the surface of popular wonder if his alconsuming work and the
culture makes him interesting to read but he  shallow pleasures of his few leisure hours

has thepotential to become far more amount to a tolerable life. Characters are
interesting if he ever decides to explore described inerms of their seven dream
some depths as well. 1J categories on a game of Jeopardy; in fact,

one of the bookds chief
Back on the Rez: Finding the Way Home elements is the making of innumerable lists.
by Brian Maracle. Viking, 1996. Slick, nonchalantly funny in its unending
Hardback. 306 pages. &670-85915X focus on branghames and cutting in its
Brian Maracle is middiaged but sounds views of the nihilisic pleasures of

strangelyyoung n t hi s ac c o u n tcontermporary Amenna, thié is a book with
return to his roots. Maracle lived on the Six great cult potential despite (or perhaps
Nations Indian Reserve #40 until he was because of) its soft centre. MM
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Family life

Divisaderoby Michael Ondaatje.

Toronto: McClelland & Stewart,

2007. Hardback. 273 pages. 098
771068720

Anna, Claire and Cooper grow upsablings
but are actually not related bjood.
Nevertheless, Claire alwaytsinks of them
as "a thregoanelledlapanese screen, each
one selfsufficient,but revealing different
gualities of tonesvhen placed beside the
others"(156). This is a story of many such
panels: one story opens onto anotkdrich
then alters the initial story in thveay it
reflects back onto it. The resultas
intricate unfolding otontemporary and
historical stories.

It sounds like a compated read
but it is actually very accessible. Ttheee
protagonists move from youth into
adulthood with their stories separatizgd
meeting. They also move froplace to
place and Ondaatje is powerfgt
paradoxically delicate in hisvocation of
different worlds and values.

In short, an intriguing book that
keeps readers turning the pages, one that
begs to be reead so that the final
understandings can reflect back ontoftret
in something resembling a fudircle -
although Ondaatje is far tasubtle to be
quite as neat and tidy as tlmsage would
indicate. It is the kind dbook where even
the loose ends asmatisfying. MM

The Ladies' Lending Libraryby Janice
Kulyk Keefer.

Toronto: HarperCollins 2007.

Hardback. 288 pages. 978-00-2007436
Anybody who has ever spent a sumneer,
even a weekend, at a cottagg/where in
Canada will find somethingp recognize in
this book. Set in 196@he movie Cleopatra
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and the associatetandal involving
Elizabeth Taylor an®Richard Burton play a
significant role inthe lives of some of the
characters), itells the stories of the mothers
and children who come to Kalyna Beach
every year, to bake in the sun, to observe
their neighbours' tribulations, anddoow

up a little or a lot. Kalyna Beadh occupiel
by Ukrainian Canadiafamiliesi the
mothers remember the O&buntry; the kids
are not interested.

The family relationships, some
loving and some hostile, are entirely
convincing, and the author's selectiorthe
details that intensify and/or revahkse
relationships is inspired. The girthe boys,
the mothers, and one father aresented
eloquently- though their owrack of
eloquence is an element heldcommon by
nearly everybody.

Summer stability, summe&hanges,
immigrant life,crossgenerational
misunderstandings, life ian ingrown
community (many of theseharacters are
related by blood omarriage), all these
components of lifat this particular set of
cottages areonveyed so vividly that the
haze andhe heat of that summeun seems
toilluminate the pages. A very engaging
novel. MM

Can You Hear the Nightbird Calldy

Anita Rau Badami. Toronto: Alfred

A. Knopf Canada, 2007 (2006).

Paperback. 432 pages. 978676976052
Badami has followed the success of her
previous two novs, Tamarind Menand

T he Her onihsthis\adin&tingnew
novel that tells the stories of thre®men in
India and Canada over madtean 40 years.
Each wo marpldiesl aslaisdparatei s
story but linkedwith those of the other two.
Their storieover a time span from 1947, at
the timeof Partition in India, to the bombing
of the Air India flight in 1985. Bibii is the
most colourful of the three women. She



emigrates to Vancouver where she sgts his obsession. Young andealistic and sure

restaurant with her husband, aachieves he knows thalifference between right and
wealh and status among tsekh wrong, lanunwittingly becomes the catalyst
community. Her life is marred biyer lack of thatforces the past and the present to collide
children and thelisappearance of her sister with great force. Told in alternating
duringPartition in hdia Her life intersects chaptersThe Other Side of the Bridge
with that of her neighbour Leela, also an seamlessly weaves together the stories of
immigrant from India, who struggles to Arthur and Jake Dunn, Laura, and lan
create a ew hybrid identity for herselh Christgherson.
Canada. The third woman, Nimmo, is This book is a novel of jealousy,
orphaned by Partition and trying tebuild obsession, family, and friendship thuitl
her life with her family in DelhiBadami pull readers in from the first page.ist
gradually reveals how theersonal lives of however, a hard book to capture ireaiew
the three women ataked and how their without giving away too mucimformation
fortunes arevershadowed by political from the many suiplots, soa strong
situations inndia and Canada. recommendation will have teeplace further
The novel offers imaginative details of the story. JdG

insights into immigrant experiences,
revealing ties of love and family and the Before | Wakeby Robert J. Wiersema.
devastation of war and personal IoBse Toronto: Random House Canada,
book creates a strong sense of place 2006. Hardback. 384 pages. 97&
characterand is at times humorousther 679313731
times poignant and tragic. It ispawerful Wi ersemads novel i ntrodu
and engaging read. 1J of voices to tell this story dbss,

redemption and forgiveness. ShelBgrrett
The Other Side of the Bridgby Mary is only three years old when sisecritically
Lawson. Toronto: Knopf, 2006. injured by a hitandrundriver and goes into
Hardback. 359 pages. 979676977462 a coma from whicls not expected to wake.
Mary Lawsono6s st((thani nYdlirasubusly,shebegins breathing on her
first was the award winninGrow Lake) is own andappears to have thewer to heal
the story of two brothers Arthand Jake anyone who touches her. The storywbiat
Dunn growing up on &lorthern Ontario happens to Sherry is told ifractured,
farm in the yearteading up to the Second journalistic style by theharacters who
World War.Although brothers, Arthur and surround her, includinger grieving parents,
Jakecould not be more different: Arthur is her nurse, thdriver who caused her
dependable and dutiful and ready to take injuries, and a&tranger who is detmined to
the responsibilities of the famifarm. Jake condemrthose who have faith in the
is charismatic, outgoing, amthngerous to miraclesSherry performs. The novel is a
know. Their fragilerelationship is pulled fastpacednd i ntriguing read,
even tauter withhe arrival of Laura, the story raises many fascinating questions

beautifuld aught er of t he t @aboutthenatare affaith and forgivendss.
minister.

Fast forward 20 years when lan The Perfect Circleby Pascale
Christopherson, the teenage son of the Quiviger. Translator Sheila
townds doctor, tfarkmes Rischmarm Tooconto: Camneoram® u n n
in order to be close to Laura, thbject of Books, 2006 (2004). Paperback. 224
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pages. 9781896951966

This reflective novel on the naturelofe
won t he
fiction in French in 1994, and wa<Aller

Prize finalist in 2006n Englishtranslation.
The protagonist, Mariannajeets and falls
madly in love withMarco while she is
vacationing in ItalyMarco lives in a small
village in Tuscany and has a habit of leaving
Marianne to spend her days alone, then
joining her for the ocasional evening of
conversation and tenderness. When she
returns home to Montreal, Marianoannot

get Marco out of her head areturns to

Italy to pursue her passioBhe discovers

that Marco is very muchnder the control of
his mother and thieve e hopes for falls
short of helexpectations. This is an interior
novelwith a beautiful sense of language that
will appeal to a certain type of reader. 1J

Joylandby Emily Schultz. Illus. Nate
Powell. Toronto: ECW Press, 2006.
Hardback. 295 pages. 6502-721-1
Emily Schultz tells a story of theummer of
1984 in the southernmost paftOntario.
Joyland, the local videarcade, shuts just as
the summeholidays begin, and the local
kids are lefto their own devices for
entertainmenover the summeAtari and
computergames fill some of the void, but
not all,and eventually the social vacuum
createdoby the loss of the arcade fills with a
sinister energy.

Chris and Tammy are brothand
sister, aged 14 and 11, and for pueposes f
this story are rerred to ad’layer 1 and
Player 2. The storglternates between their
perspectives an8ichultz does a good job of
recreating theff-centre enthusiasms and
horrors ofearly adolescence. The story is
presented in closep; we are shown the
detailed surfaes surrounding Tammy or
Chris, and we are given access to their
thoughts and feelings as they absorb the
events they can control and the ones they
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Governdar Gene

can't. The sensation of being inside their
world is very vivid, and Schultzompounds
thia feddirngy byaswrawtinn the characters
with a meticulouslyaccurate array of 1984
artifactsi atactic which occasionally feels
like toomuch of a good thing, but generally
succeeds in creating a convincing
atmosphere. It is sometimes necessary
read very carefully in orado follow the
plot, but for the most part that care is
rewarded in detail.

The climactic scene that ends the
book is presented in some ways likeideo
game- yet, although theoncluding scene
plays and replays i€hris's head, real life
does not offethe opportunity to undo
events and plathem differently.

Every word in this interestingovel
seems to have been thought abmuite
carefully before being put in place.
Occasionally this effort results in
overwriting;occasionally it is possible to
wish that basic plot events could be
described more simply. For the mgsirt,
however, the writing is highlgvocative and
the emotional tone isuccessfully taut. A
very interestingstory that makes intelligent
use of itsmotif of video games and present
two highly credible characters. MM

The Island Walkersoy John Bemrose.
London: John Murray, 2005 (First
published by McClelland & Stewart,
2003). Paperback. 431 pages-1195
66703

An absorbing novel set in the summer of
1965 in a small Southe@ntario milltown.
The Walker family, Alf, Margaretheir two
sons and daughter, have tHeies disrupted
when a union organizeomes to town and
sets in motion geries of tragic events. The
story followsthe lives of each family
member over theourse of the summer as
their relativelypeaceful lives are gradually
overtaken byrustrations, anger, conflict and
family drama. The story has all the



ingredientsof a soap opera: a troubled
marriage family secrets, a young man in
love, achild in dange, betrayal of old
friendsBut the |l yrical
writing and his insightful and incisive
character portrayals lift the book tareore
literary plane. In 2003 it wasominated for
the Giller prize andubsequently longlisted
for the Bookelprize. The elegant prose and
atmospheriavriting may not endear the
novel toeveryone, but the power of
storytellingwill keep most readers turning
the pagesvith fascination and interest in the
ivesof Ber mosebs compl e

Origin of Haloes by Kristen den
Hartog. Toronto: McClelland &
Stewart, 2005. Hardback. 342 pages.
0-77102620X.
Set in the town of Deep River, Ontario
during the 1960s and 197@3rigin of
Haloesis the story of a lie and howgrows,
often with unintendedonsequences. Kay
Clancy is an ufandcominggymnast with
Olympic potentialWhen, at the age of 16,
she isimpregnated by her gym coach,
RussellHalliwell. Russell urges her to abort
thebaby, but instead she marries higih
schoolsweetheart, Joe LeBlanc. She@mits
to Joe that he is not the babyaher, but
allows him to think thaanother boy from
their school forcediimself on her. This
seemingly small liavill have tragic
consequences in tlyears ahead. Despite an
inauspiciouseginning, Kay and Joe have
severahappy years of married life, until Joe
disappears without a trace while out on a
canoe trip. No sign of the canoe do@dly
surfaces to confirm his death. Joghddren
grow up thinking he mightome back at any
time, and longing fohis return. This
longing is especiallyacute in Margar, the
youngest daughteborn after her father's
disappearance.

While the LeBlanc family grows
and flourishes, Coach Halliwell's family
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imploding. His wife Marie finds outbout
the pregnancy, and is never ablddamive
him. Their son Eddie grows froam

p oaverweigld, ShorBighted loog dodnmied

disappoint his athletic father, into a
brooding, troubled artist. Though much
the book is filled with sadness, thene also
moments of humour and famigjoseness.
There aremany likablecharacters,
particularly Margar, gangly, awkward girl
with a vivid imagination and an instinct for
mischief.HG

A PeddttaNigte to Geto Ghindyl J

David Gilmour. Toronto: Thomas

Allen Publishers, 2005. Hardback.

179 pages. 88762167-8

This short but emotionally powerfulovel

won a 2005 Govlgeraryor 6 s
award. Gi | mou mighdmate o o k
scenario of a young fathamo leaves his
six-year old alone in hisedroom for a short
time while he goe® a nearby bar for a
drink. On his returnhis son is gone.
Through an emotive argbwerful first
person narrative, Gilmowffers readers
insight into a desperateat her 6 s
his son througlactions, thoughts and surreal
dreams. Athe same time, the novel

explores thecomplex relationship between

the protagonist and his estranged wife who
bl ames hi m disappeartarte i r
Gi | mour 6s withneetwghorsof r i
remembrance, hoplss and regret. This is

a compellingead, hard to put down and
impossible tdorget. 1J

The Girlsby Lori Lansens. Toronto:

Knopf, 2005. Hardback. 457 pages.

0676977952.
| have never looked into my
sisterds eyes. I
alone. | have never stood in the
grass at night and raised my arms
to a beguilierg
used an airplane bathroom. Or

s o
c h

Ge
cr

sear ch

n

have

mo on.



worn a hat. Or been kissed like references give away th®ok's 1970s

t hat . | 6ve never dseting,dontheanost @antdcouldBave been
slept through the night. Never a written yesterday. Thprotagonist, Tyrone
private tal k. Or slwmdkdsawaddyventy-sometreng who
never climbed a tree. Or faded fancies himself @hilosopher. Possessed of
into a crowd. So many things a degree irrconomics which he has no
| 6ve neverh,ddmeav, | dedee toarlayinto ajob, Tyrone has a
been loved. And, if such things largemeasure of contempt for his parents
were to be, I 6d | i andtheiadultcongent®ralitydbsit doesn't
lives as me, to be loved so mind living off of them while he figuresut
exponentially (p. 1). what he wants to be when he growys
So begins Lori Lansens remarkable new Olderreaders may find himomewhat
novelThe Girls Set in small towi®Ontario, adolescent and irksome (evBtenson
The Girlsis the story of thev o r llodgest admits in the afterword th#tirty years after
living craniopaguswins. Rose and Ruby writing the book, hesympathizes more with

Darlen were boripined at the head in 1974 the parents). Bukeens will identify closely
and, whertheir frightened teenaged mother with thisangstridden soul. And Tyrone has

abandoned them, they were adoptedhey manysaving graceshe's witty, a shrewd

eccentric and loving nurse wiattended observer of others' idiosyncrasies, and

their birth and her husband, emmigrart remarkably forthright about his owears

butcher. andshortcomings. As the boalpens,

Known throughout theicommunity Tyrone and his girlfriend angreparing to

as Ot he gir | experiend@o s e kavelforB European tout's a trip Tyrone

every detail of their lifdogether. Yet, they would do anything t@avoid because, as he

are very muclindividuals, with different admits, he's araven coward with no desire

interests andleas and perspectives on their to seek ouadventures in unknown places.

lives. As they approach their thieth Stenso wrote the novel at the age of twenty

birthday,Rose, an aspiring writer, begins to while travelling in Europe himself, aride

write her own version of life as a conjoined youthfulness of the authorial voiosakes

twin. Ruby, who admits to being borbg this book a rare gem.

books and writing, interjectsccasionally to The book's cover blurb callg/rone

add her own chapter tiie story.The Girls "an undergraduate Adriaviole,” and the

is the story of theilives. comparison is an apt ondG

Lori Lansens, well known for her

first bookRush Home Roadlelivers The Singing Fireby Lilian Nattel.

another powerfully moving book about Vintage Canada, 2004. Paperback.

characters you will not soon forg@the 321 pages. 676976018

Girls is highly recommended. JdeG As she did in her first novel,he River
Midnight, Nattel weaves together tetories

Lonesome Herdy Fred Stenson. of several generations of Jewisbbmen to

Brindle & Glass, 2005 (originally bring a community and dmstoricalperiod

published in 1974). Paperback. 180 to life in rich detail.

pages. 189714203-X The Singing Firas set primarilyin

Fred Stenson's hilarious debut novebask the onesquare mile of the Jewigihetto in

in print after a long hiatus, andhas aged Victorian L oamdicenrés®n e a st

amazingly well. Though eouple of the fate of twammigrants: Nehama Korzen
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and EmiliaRosenberg. Nehama is seventeen
whenshe arrivesn London in 1875 after
running away from Plotsk and the poor
marriage prospects a meaglowry andfive
older sisters bring. Sheimmediately lured
off the dock by driendly-looking, Yiddish
speaking mamvho claims to be a
countryman andbrced into postitution.
After a yearNehama manages to flee into
theneighbouring ghetto and is taken in by a
young couple who find her bleeding their
doorstep. Eleven years latdlehama is on
the dock agaiii driventhere by nightmares
of her past. On thdockshe sees twenty
yearold Emilia, pregnant and alone, fleeing
Minsk andher abusive father and her
beloved buemotionally damaged mother,
markedfor prostitution as she gets off the
boat.Nehama intervenes and provides
Emilia with a safe place to stay. Aiso
Emiiaand Nehamaods |
while in Frying Pan Alley and remain
connected through the daughter Emilia
leaves behind when she leavesdhetto.
Both women are strongydependent
characters but it is theielationships with
friends,husbandsfamilies and their
gr andmot h that fustainghlero (&rd s
provide much othe pleasure for the reader)
as they learmo accept their pasts and forge
very different lives for themselves in the
freeland.

Readers who like historicéittion
with lots of sensory detail,tauch of magic
realism, a hint of soapopeaad wonderful
writing will find much to appreciate here. EJ

A Complicated Kindnesby Miriam
Toews. Knopf Canada, 2004.

Hardback. 246 pages. 676976123
Nomi Nickel, asixteenyearold Mennonite
in Southern Manitoba, iebelling against
the constraints of theommunity. Her
mother and sister haysysically
disappeared and her fathes distanced
himself in a world of hiswn making.
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i ves

Nomi 6s Vv oi dree asshe tells the e
reader about heggrowing alienation with the
communityand its members as she herself
maturesand reaches out to the wider
universeoutside of this community. It is a
comingof age story that will engage the
heartsand minds of readers of @bes but is
particularly poignant for teens who also
undergoing their search for thewn
identities in relationship to thefamilies,
their communities and theider world at
large. It is a story tolevith compassion,
humour, and honesgnd withou evoking
stereotypes anititolerance.

It was a Giller Prize Finalist arfths
received many literary awards suzh
CLAOGsS Young
Wi nner, The GolLiegarynor
Award for Fiction and th& oung Minds
Award in the UK. Whildat garnered awards
focyoumg/readegs eiwad pahdishesd and
received as an aduibvel which is why it is
included in thidisting. GdV

The Swinging Bridgeby Ramabai

Espinet. Harper Collins Canada, 2004
(2003). Paperback. 306 pages;@-
6485952

Espinetds novel , ofst
Caribbean life, is a moving account of
immigration and the power of memory.
Mona, the main character, has grownmp
Montreal, but her life i®vershadowed by
memories of her earlyfe in San Fernando,
Trinidad. At the start of the novel, Mona is
facing a timeof crisis. She is in a
relationship with gournalist that seems to
be goingnowhere, her parents are living
unhappily in Toronto and her brother is
dying in a hospice. When she agrees to
travel back to Tnidad to negotiate the-
purchasing of family land, she éenfronted
with her childhood memorieand many
secrets
Mona learns more abober great
grandmot her 0 sshdbeghsta n

and

AduRMwardCanadi

Gen

eeped

f r om Gnadually,faa mi | y 6

her



piece together her fargihistory and to Doubleday, 2004. Hardback. 423
understand her owinactured and displaced pages. 6385257597

life. Espinet effortlessly weavesgether In All that Matters awardwinning author
Monabds pr es e mithhérpaste i WaySba @heydgaes back to tblearacters
memories of life inTrinidad and all the lives and places he first wrosbout inThe Jade
that wentbefore her, particularly of the Peonyto bring us thisgong awaited sequel.
womaninh e r  fsaasti who/cdme from With beautifullanguage and gentle style,
Indiato an unknown life in the Caribbean. Choy giveseaders a glimpse into life in
Thenovel is poignant and humorous, richin Vancouver 6s ChiGnatt own du
metaphor and allegory. It is an appealing Depression and World War Two.
and insightful read. 1J Told from the perspective &irst
Son, KiamKim, All that Matterscontinues
The Momentum of Redby Monica the story of the Chen familfdaving come
Kidd. Polestar, 2004. Paperback. to Vancouver from theismall village in
268 pagesl-55192682-2 China, KiamKim, his hardworking father,
The Momentum of Resla comingof age and his fiercgrandmother, PeRoh, arrive
story for a father and daughteationship. in Canadawith hopes for a better future.
Randy is the fiftysomethingather Kiam-Kim knows that, as First Son, it is his
of Mary, his only child who haas fiercely responsibility to mainta
loved and protected since higfe died in honour and set a good example for his
childbirth. Randy anta r y 6 sbordiso s  Canadiarborn brothers and sex. AsKiam-
tested and changedhen twentyone year Kim grows up, his understandimg family
old Mary getsnvolved with Darren, a and his role in his family isomplicated by
c har mi n g ,jouridtistin tbwm yo 0 his growing awareness the world and
cover theJuniper Butte Cowboy Poetry people around hinRart family story and
Festival. When Darren loses his job with the part growing ugstory,All that Mattersis a
paper and moves in with Mary whstarted story full of memorable charagets,
out as an exciting affair quicklghanges into wonderfulstories, and vibrant locations.
something darker and mocemplicated. Although it is a sequehll that
Both Randy and Margtruggle with the Mattersstands alone and can be read
boundaries oftheir e | at i ons hi p avshouMmeviqud kmowledge of trstory.
relationship withDarren starts to go wrong. Young adult readers will be dravimto the
The plot holds few surprises for story of KiamKim and hisfamily as Choy
anyone whdias ever watched a Té#fama; takes thenon a journeynto the past.
however, the snappy dialogaad the poetic Nominated for the 200&iller Prize,All that
language, particularly idescribing the Mattersis beautifulstory that is highly
Southern Alberta prairiendscape, raises recommended. JAG
this book to a mucHifferent level. The way
the story moveback and forth among the River of the Broken Heartedby David
perspectivesf the main characters Adams Richards. Doubleday, 2004.
(primarily Mary andRandy but Darren gets Paperback. 448 pages.-385658885
his own chaptelater on) and between the This is thestory of three generations oe
present and thpast also makes it more Maritime family. Janie McCleanher son
compelling. EJ Miles, and her grandaughteiGinger are
bound by the past andoving into an
All That Mattersby Wayson Choy. uncertain future. Jan@wns one of the first
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movie theatres ithe Maritimes, but is their new homehut Jane is appalled by the

weighed down by &ng-running family dirtiness angboverty of the big cityand

feud and theleceitful Joey Elias, who will homesick fother father and her small town.
stopamnot hing to put an &hehtheir fathel shows epdnsToronto,
successes. Jani eds s o hegdihg theango conse home with hidane
misunderstood and when misfortupefalls convinces Eugenie to conieadecision that
his family, he retreats intalcoholism and will change their livesDriving back to Deep
eccentricity. FinallyGinger ismuch like her River, their fathegets into a caraident,

grandmothersmart, funny, and spirited, but and Eugenie i&illed. Jane moves through
shelackher gr andmot her 0s the resnoher tlife veitle axsense of

andends up allying herself with the one incompletenesand loss, unable to really
person who wants to destroy her and her connect withanyone. "Twins who lose a
family. twin arealways looking," she explains. She
Full of strong, memorable grows up, leaves home, and begaasning a
characters, this is a story of good @&wil, of living as a writer of magicadtories, many
families, and of history. Daviddams involving twins orcharacters who are
Richards, a previous winner bbth the searching for theiother half. She falls in
GovernorGe ner al 0 sthefGilearr d  a lowk with Simonan illustrator, but her grief
Prize, has based this novel lmis own for her sisteprevents her from loving him
family. His family owned dheatre in New completely. When she receives netvat
Brunswick and JaniblcCleary is based on her mother is dying, Jane is forced to
his own grandmother. Narrated by Wendell explore her past and lay her sister's ghmst

Kinganot her of Jani e Mcr&sl. ear yos
grandchil dren whwayst at es Thohgh the sfioty kantains issrare a

is a journey back in time to see hbwas of sadness, it is brightened bgne's happy
d a mn e d ORivér pf.theBdoken Hearted memories of her childhoodnd by the
is a multtlayered epig¢hat will engage resolution she reaches at #red. Jans
strong young dult readers. JdG stories, embedded within timevel, are also

enjoyable for their magicealism. HG
The Perpetual Endingoy Kristen den

Hartog. Alfred A. Knopf Canada, Family Mattersby Rohinton Mistry.

2003. Paperback. 276 pages-@r6 McClelland and Stewart, 2002.

974570 Hardback. 487 pages. 471061277

This novel opens with a quotation frahe Ro hi nt o nFaly Mattersalkesus

Gospel of St. Thomas: "On the dapen to Bombay in the mid990s.Nariman

you were one you became tvgut when Vakeel is a seventgine yearold widower

you become two, what wijou do?" This is with Par ki wiodivedwsthhisi s eas e
the question that hdsunted Jane, the two middleagedstepchildren in a once
protagonist, for mostf her life. She and her elegant apartmen€oomy, a bitter and

identical twinEugenie lead an idyllic small domineeringvoman, and her brother Jal,

town existence in Deep River, Ontario. As quiet andmild mannered, resent the cand

twins, they are bound by a spediling of attention they must provide to thaifing

oneness. When they are témeir life is stepfather. Coomy plots to turn m@und

changed by their mothedgcision to leave the-clock care overto Roxand,ar i man 0 s
their alcoholic fatheand move to Toronto, sweettempered daughtafter he falls and

taking them witther. Eugenie thrives in breaks his anklaihen Nariman takes up
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residence witlRoxana, her husband Yezad,
and theirtwo young sons, it sets in motion a
chainof events that lead the whole family
into turmoil. Already facing financial
problems, Yezad finds that the added
responsibility of having his fathen-law
living with them, pushes him intoscheme
of deception involving hisccentric
employer at Bombay Sportirgoods
Emporium. Ultimately, the familynust face
the truths about their past acoinfront
situations over which they hawe control.
Family Mattersis beautifully
written with remarkable charast whoare
living their lives in the best way thean.
As they overcome tragedy antlimately
accept
family is strengthenednd unified by their
shared experienceReaders will immerse
themselves in thives of hese people and
be sorry to sagoodbye to them when they
turn thefinal page. JdG

Downhill Chanceby Donna Morrissey.
Penguin, 2002. Paperback. 428
pages. 014-3033603
Fans of Morri ssmwelds
Ki t 6 swilllbha edisappointed with
Downhill ChanceLike Ki t 6 sDovinhiliv
Chancehasthe feel of smaltown gossipg
wherethe teller relishes discussing the
juiciest,6 wa-anttasl | 6 busi
neighbours, but all with an undertone of
affection and deep familiayit

Downhill Chancas set in two
isolated outport communities in pre
Confederation Newfoundland during and
after the Second World War. The novel
centers on Clair Gale but it is really thiry
of two families, the Osmonds froRocky
Head, and the Galésom TheBasin. The
two families are connectday the war and
marriage and threatenég secrets from the
past.

Like many family sagas the story
moves in and out of melodrama and the

each oort hweorr soéefoo,

ness
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secrets that supposedly drive the plotraoe
all that difficult to figure out. Thestory is
sustained, however, by strongbalized
characters, wonderful dialogaed a setting
that is depicted to be botamiliar and

exotic. In the end, you caes much about
these close communiti@s about the people,
and you are leftinderstanding just a little bit
more howa e mot e war that
at hinking mano
a family and a community. EJ

Crow Lakeby Mary Lawson. Alfred

A. Knopf Canada, 2002. Hardback.

294 pages. 76974791

Kate Morrison isseven when her parerdie
withdoewtaghirgrin a car crash. Helder
brothers Luke, 19, and Matt, Iimdertake
the substantial task of lookiragter Kate and
their baby sister Bo. It ia heroic
undertaking for two boys itheir late teens,
althoughKate, whonarrates the story, only
partially understands how difficult their
lives become.

Kate hereworships Matt, and
readers of this book must move beydred
acsourt te fintl wagsf rénderifgstice to
Luke, who is the lyncipin who keeps the
family together.Throughout this elegantly
told story,Kate is consistently limited by the
boundaries of her own perceptions and
readérs rmukt &ll in the gaps in her
storytelling. Kate not only doesn't
understand her brothers very well; she is
also unaware of theany undercurrentsnd
tensions in the broader communitythe
small town of Crow Lake thatrive the plot
of this story at an evdaster pace.

This is a story about a familynder
duress; it is also a story abaducation, the
value placed on educatiin some cultures,
and the mischief suchwvaluation can cause
when it is nobalanced by respect for other
humanvirtues. The story reads simply, but
there is a sharp angle of rising tensiomnhes
young Morrisons grow oldefrustrated in

i s

caon have

-
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many differemn wayswithout parents to help
them or providepportunities for them, and
caught in thaveb of Crow Lake life.
Cleverly told, deceptivelgimple,
and subtle in its social insightjs is a
book to enjoy at more than olevel. MM

Canterbury Beachby Anne Simpson.
Penguin Viking, 2001. Hardback. 312
pages. 6670-894842

Based on the ol d
Canterbury Talesthis book tells thetory of
a family returning to the Maineabin where
they have spent marsgmmers. Verna and
Allistair have benvisiting this coastal spot
for forty yearsitheir children are now grown
and mosbf them are making the trek from
NovaScotia this summer. The two cars set
outin convoy. There are four adult children
in the family: Neil, Spike, Evelyn, and
Garnet. Ndiis not coming with thethers
but is represented on this trip big
estranged wife Robin. Garnet hasgt made
any connection with his familipr a number
of years, but his mothéropes he may show
up this time, and thisope fuels her trip.

The complexnterweavings othis
family dominate the linked stories thfis
book. The intricate plotlines éamily
politics are more than sufficietd fill an
entire book. Some issues aesolved, others
are simply aggravateut the life of the
family is persuasivand the book as a whole
makes verynteresting reading. MM

Monkey Beachby Eden Robinson.

Vintage Canada, 2001 (2000).

Paperback. 378 pages.-676973221
Lisamarie Hill is a heroine to remember.
When we meet her at the age of a2t
she hagust learned that her onbyrother,
Jimmy, is missing from hiishing trawler.
The book interweavease story of how
Jimmy was lostwith. i samar i eds
recollections of her lifgrowing up on the
British Columbiacoast. Her Haisla heritage

sche
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resonates oaver page, as does her
stubborncharacter and determination to
grow upher own way. Her gift of prophecy
hasseldom brought her joy; usually it is pain
and loss that she foresees. Neverthetess,
is not a gloomy book or rather, iis not
just sad, for adness certainlgominates
some of the pages, as laughaad
amazement dominate
description of her life is botbontemporary
ana apprbach@leaHeoceunt of hier
extended family ringrue; they are not
always wise or evesensible but theglo
have a full sense dife.

By turns dark, funny, spiritual,
angry, and poetic, but invariably highly
readable, this book is a major
accomplishment. Many readers wibbme
away from it feeling they hawehanged as a
result of reading it. MM

Open Armsby Marina Endicott.

Douglas & Mcintyre, 2001.

Paperback. 248 pages.-55054840-9

In this wonderful first novel told in three
distinct parts, we get to look in on the
heroine, Bessie Smith Connolly, at tges
of 17, 20 and 24 as she strugglesdme to
terms with her family and finter place in
the world. At 17, mourninghe death of her
grandfather and a recdmteakup with her
boyfriend, she movesway from the Nova
Scotia home of thgrandparents who raised
her toSaskatchewan to be with her mother
Isabel. Isabel is a patitne singer who
shares a house with her-Bysband'second
ex-wife, Katherine, and childrene. In Part
2, at 20, Bessie travelgth her stepsister,
Irene, to Galiandsland to spend the
Christmas holidaywiith their father andhis
very pregnhanand soorto-delivertwins
girlfriend. InPart 3, at 24, a pregnant Bessie
and hegrandmother take to the road to find
Bessie's mother who has disappeared,
following a trail that leads them from
Northern Saskatchewan to the Bidterior

ot her



and back. Strong, appealiogaracters make
this book work. In thend, the story is both
funny and wise antlas a lot to say about the
mother andlaughter relationship and the
contemporary family. EJ

Baroquea-novaby Kevin Chong.

Penguin Books, 2001Paperback. 232
pages. 014-1000252

This book tells an absorbing story of a
teenage boy trying to come to terms ville
suicide of his mother, a woman wis
known to him only through differeikinds
of records of her earlier life aseusic star.
The bod takes place ovehe week of her
death. Not surprisinglyl8-yearold Saul is
not quite sure whabo think or feel when he
hearsof hisnot her 6 s deat h.
is messyhis family life even more so. He
speakglirectly to the reader and
successfily conveys much of the
uncertainty obeing a teenager, particularly
one who igemporarily in the public eye.
This bookis a first novel and shows some
unevenness, especially in the toneaite
of its first person narratoNevertheless, it
does a googbb of getting inside the
experience of beingteen trying to find a
place in the worldMM

Clara Callanby Richard B. Wright.
HarperFlamingo, 2001. Hardback.

415 pages. @©0-2005018

This awardwinning novel by Richard
Wright tells the story of two diers whoare
facing the future with both hope and
uncertainty. Clara Callan issehoolteacher
in a small Ontario townear Toronto. Her
sister, Nora, is a rad®oap opera star and
lives in New YorkCity. The stories of both
their lives ardold through aseries of letters
and diaryentries. Interwoven with the
sisterspersonal stories of love and loss and
adventure is a story of the times. Ithe
1930s and the Dionne quintuplets are
making headlines around the world, the
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Depression is affecting peopleboth
Canada and the United States, peegleape
from their own lives throughadio and
television, and war is brewirig Europe.

Although these two sisters arery
different, their lives are wovetogether by
both family history andocialexpectations
for young women ahis time. With vivid
imagery and richwonderful characters
Clara Callanis byturns dark, funny, joyful,
and sad. JdG

Robbiestimeby Don Dickinson.
HarperCollins Canada, 2001 (2000).
Paperback. 324 pages.-006-485308
Robbie Hendershot is the -y/garold son of
a World War Il airman and hBritish war
Hride. Theugthhe s growlingpfne
Saskatchewan in the 1950s, his hi&s been
shaped by the European what brought his
parents together. Afteompleting a timeline
assignment for &istory class, he applies the
concept tdhis family history, dividing it into
threeeras: "beforethewar,"” "duringthewar,"
and "afterthewar." He puzzles over his
parents' troubled marriage, certain ttieir
problems are caused by somethingt
happened "duringthewarWhen hismother
takes his little brother back tngland for a
visit, Robbie grapples witthe possibility
that they may not returihile the setting is
suggestive of W.OMitchell, the story is
more hardedgedand less sentimental than
Who Has Seetlhe Wind?The character,
narrative styleand the portrayal of the
relationshipsetween brothers are
reminiscent oRoddy Doyle'sPaddy Clarke,
Ha, Ha,Ha. HG

What the Body Remembelyy Shauna

Singh Baldwin. VintageCanada, 2000
(1999). Paperback. 515 pages-@r6
973183

Bal dwinds novel, set
1930s and 1940s, reads like a finelgven
tapestry of characters, culturasd dramatic



historical events. Thpower and poignancy
of the story lies itherich portrayal of the
three maircharacters: Roop, beautiful and
naive,who dreams of marrying into wealth
andhappiness, but is unprepared for her fate
as the second wife of Sadariji, a rich
landowner; Satya, the supplanted fisste,
who is intelligentand loyal buunable to

bear a child; and Sadahimself, who
struggles to find his placmidst the
separatist tensions ofdavided India. The
novel effectivelymoves between the
perspectives of theain characters, and
presents #ascinating portrayadf love,
intrigue,jealousy and treachery. The book is
long, and the plot complex, but it is an
absorbing and memorable read. IJ

Mercy Among the Childrerby David
Adams Richards. Doubleday Canada,
2001 (2000). Paperback. 432 pages. O
385259956

Lyle Henderson is an angry young man
angry at his neighbours, but most ofall
his father, Sydney. When Sydney wi&5 he
pushed another boy off a roof irfiaof
anger, and swore that if God let they live,
Sydney "would never raise Hsnd or his
voice to another soul." THeoy lived, and
Sydney has kept hgromise during the rest
of his life. As aresult, he has been
persecuted by thesidents of his
hardscrabble community rural New
Brunswick. Even when his accused of
murder, he refuses ttefend himself. Lyle
and his sisteAutumn grow up in the
shadow of theifather's persecution, and
Lyle strugglego reconcile his father's
pacifist teachingsvith the code of violence
and seHinterestthat appears to bring
success tothers. He both has and tries to
emulate Mathew Pit, the tougjuy
neighbour who is the cause of muchlo#
family's trouble. He feels both lowand
contempt for his father, who refusiesfight
back against the familyeEnemies. Richards

24

crafts a painfullyrealistic portait of a

confusedadolescence. This book is a timely

meditation on the ultimate futility dfoth
extreme pacifism and extreraengefulness.
There is no neat and tiggnding here, but
the book's morakmbiguity will provide
food for thoughfor adolescenteaders. HG

Raspberries on the Yangtis Karen
Wallace. Simon and Schuster, 2000.
Paperback. 148 pages.-689-827962
Karen Wallace now lives in England site
lived in Quebec until her early teers\d
this story of childhood is set on tatineau
River. The narrator is Nancwho roams the
countryside with hebrother Andrew, her
fatherless frienddmy and Clare, and her
enemy SandraVilkins, whose sister Tracy
is mysteriously at odds with their mother.

Nancy thinks she knows all theige
to knowabout love and hate, lust abdbies,
but her understanding is far mdmaited
than she realizes. Still, skeows enough to
realize that something very wrong with
the Wilkins family.The hot, free, summer
days should bantroubled, but even half
undestoodsecrets can interfere with the
simplestchildhood pleasures.

This short novel is easy to readd
conveys the joys and frustrations of
childhood very evocatively. MM

A Good Housédy Bonnie Burnard.
HarperPerennialCanada, 2000 (1999).
Paperback. 283pages. 600-648526X
Bonnie Burnard, in her Giller Prizaginning
novel, recounts the lives tfree generations
of the Chambertamily, from World War Il
to the latel990s. Bill returns from the war
to Sylvia and their three children, minus
three fingerdrom his right hand. Buglive
and comfortable, Bill and Sylvieount
themselves lucky, and thegtablish their
Agood hous eandgentldldve a
that sustains thegrowing family. The novel
begins aneénds with Stonebrook Creek,

sol i



which winds though the town, a mild
hazardmostly ignored by townspeople, as
A[t] here was cerThali
course of
twists, redirecting arounaebbstacles,
through random accidents aitidess, hiding
secrets, separatingahflowing together
again. Unlike thesuccessive generations in
many multigenerationadovels, the children
andgrandchildren of Bill and Sylvia are
fully realized characters whose lives
intertwine and develop apart from their
relationships to the first geration.
Burnardos
rare combination of delicacy and
uncompromising directness. Steptures
the smallest emotional nuanagfsfamily
life, detailing the quiet, oftesecret ways in
which momentoushanges occur for
individuals andreverberate throughout a
family. Herprose is hypnotic, at once lyrical
andvisceral. This novel has the power to
make readers look again at their olives
and families with renewednderstanding
and respect. JKM

Summer Gonéyy David Macfarlane.
Vintage Canada, 2000 (1999).
Paperback. 266 pages.-676:972802
ASummer i s
This | ine 1 s stmmer
camp, and one of the themedlut sad and
beautiful story. As a childBay goes to
summer camp only onc@nce, as a family
man, he summers incattage in the same
vicinity of northernOntario. Later again, he
takes his son oa canoe trip in the same
territory, now as divorced father trying to
find ways totalk to his child. Yet the sense
of thestillness bawveen things is very
important to his life; so is the senseooie
time overlapping anotheMacfarlane tells
this story out obequence and the reader is
constantlykept on the alert to find clues to
thepuzzl e of Bayods
the manthe man is father to anothieoy.

t h ewinflsamdi | y 6

gi f the as

The repetition of summers markioff
enormous changes even as they
gimuftameouwsly markghe stijness is a 0
somplexify that Macfrtane handle=ll;

the sights, sounds, and smelldlté summer
rituals are vivid angnemorable. At one
level, the book readgke a mystery; at
another level, it is poem to summers by the
lake, anyCanadian lake. What it is like to be

a boywho only partially understands what is

going on around him iskilfully conveyed,
in part becausthe reader fomuch of the
book is also attempting toake a complete
story ®ut af fragmeatdldrceto putidewn.
MM

No Great Mischiefoby Alistair

MacLeod. McClelland & Stewart,

1999. Hardback. 283 pages.-0710556 76
The opening pages of this book deserib
Al exander 6s r egulaad
semiderelict brother, Calum. It isard to

Vi si

imagine a more desolate lifeth@a | u mo6 s ,

or a more unlikely beginnintp a story that
is tender and cruel yrns. The heart of the
story lies in Cap®retonlsland, though
much of the actiotakes place in other parts
of CanadaAlexander and his twin sister
Catherineare orphaned at the age of three

t h et hsitnigl sl.noatestheibparentserdirother drown while
mo t t orossing th8spnn@ise. Their threwich

older surviving brotherstrike outon their
own; the little ones are raised their
grandparents. Thus begins a gisatial,
intellectual, and financial gubetween the
siblings, one that affects alie other events
in the story. As distorical novel about the
Scots inCana@, as a social account of how
people are formed by class agdication
but also by luck, as a subdeory about
family divisions andoyalties, as a splendid
piece of writing this novel is exceptional.
MM

| i f eA LifeTinthe Buslu kessons fromaMy h e r

Father by Roy MacGregor. Penguin
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Viking, 1999. Hardback. 374 pages.
0-670-880825

Duncan MacGregor lived most of his 88
years in or around the Algonquin Park,
working with loggers and building a
profound imaginative life around his
insatiable reading, hisncyclopaedi
knowledge of sports, especially basebaid
hockey, and his exploits adisherman. This
book describes life ithe bush from an

i nsi der 0 sRop,¢thethineftis i v e

four children,provides an account of the
hardships, thgys, and thediosyncrasies of
o n e nife.Medook is illustrated by a
sparseselection of family photographs,
which also speak eloquently of what was
andwas not taken for granted in the 1950s
and afterwards in the depth of tBatario
wilderness.

In some waysDunc led an
uneventful life. He was remarkably
unjudgmental about his children anclis
book his son returns the favour. ke
book is remarkably rich. RadylacGregor is
not sentimental aboeither of his parents or
about thdandscape in which theghose to
live their lives and raise their children; yet
the depth and honesty of his affection dtir
three is a powerful engine to thatory. The
book provides an insight infGanadian
experience as seen from théderness
looking outwards towardsity life. It will be
a rare reader whadoes not remember certain
aspects of thbook for a long, long time.
Anyone whohas ever soaked in the quiet of
an emptycorner of the country will find an
imaginative home in some part of tisi®ry.
MM

Any Known Bloodby Lawrence Hill.
HarperCollins, 1997. Hardback. 509
pages. 600-2245671
Lawrence
family saga. It is a fictionalizedccount of
five generations of a bladamily in
Ontario. The novel depicts tfi@scinating
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history ofthis African-CanadiarAmerican
family beginningwith the slave trade in 9
centuryVirginia and moving to the
contemporary small and elegant town of
Oakuville, Ontario, which was oncefiaal
destination for the Undergroundailroad.
The book begins witthe storyof Langston
Cane V, recently divorceahd childless,
who loses his job asspeech writer when he
inserts soménflammatory comments into a
speeclgiven by a government official. In a
search for his roots, he returnsBaltimore
to discover hi$ a ms pastadd his own
place within it. Digginghrough old family
documents, Langstar-creates the past
histories of hisntrepid and illustrious
ancestorsgulminating with the story of his
own parents who shocked their families with
their interracial marriage. The book lsng
and at times confusing with theter-
generational mix. The charactgn®wever,
are lively and engaging arlleir stories
fascinating. This is an aspegftCanadian
history that has long beégnored and
unheard. Lawrenceilihas admirably filled
in this gap with a saghat reflects much of
his own familyhistory. 1J

No Crystal Stair by Mairuth

Sarsfield. Toronto: Stoddart, 1997.
Paperback. 247 pages.-07376002-4.

This book didn't make much of a splash
when it was firspublished, but it gatome
well-deserved press in 2005, whewas
one of the chosen books for CER&adio's
Canada Reads program. Thisrsincisive
look at racial politics irMontreal in the
1940s, but it is also lavely family story.
Marion Willow is ablack widow raising two
of her owndaughters and a foster daughter.
Sheworks two jobs as a maid, but is
determined that her daughters will go to
ootiege. $hs is vwoodd byrEgmowdison, a
handsome railway porter, bsie turns
down his marriage proposdiecause she is
afraid marriage to hirwould prevent her



from raising hedaughters the way she
wishes. Pippa, theldest daughter, is a
particularly lovelycharacter. Her
imaginative flair for thedramatic and her
sensitive nature reminahe of Anne of
Green Gables (Pippa isfan of L.M.
Montgomery). The lovingnotherdaughter
relationships and clossmmunity ties make
for aheartwarming story, yet it never
descends into excess sentimentality.
Montreal comes alive as a vibrantltural
centre whose blacirtists aranfluenced by
the Harlem Renaissanak youthful Oscar
Peterson puts in@meo appearance. Yet
racism is als&eenly felt. Educated men are
forced totake work as railway porters, and
one ofthe female characters, who is of
mixedblood, passefor white in order to
work in the sheet music department of the
local department store. With isgmpathetic
characters, excellestorytelling, and
nuanced Canadigvortrayal of race
relations, this book ian excellent
aternative to that oldEnglish arriculum
chestnut;To Kill a Mockingbird.HG

A Fine Balanceby Rohinton Mistry.
McClelland & Stewart, 1995.

Paperback. 713 pages.-371060548
Rohinton Mi st r yfinasts
contemporary writers. His novelgsonate
with warmth, gracecompassion and the
greatness of theuman spirit under difficult
and tryingcircumstancesA Fine Balance
combinesall these elements with a stunning
andheartbreaking story set in India. The
plot weaves through the lives of fougry
different charactergwo impoverished
tailors, a student, andmnaiddle-aged widow,
who are broughtogether in the midst of a
governmeninstigatedi St at e of
Emergency. 0 The
family lives of each of the fowharacters,
showing their triumphdpsses and disasters
wi t h  Mdharacterigtio warmth, humour
andpathos. His descriptions of a country

| nbhoekmmglettryr e adi ng
nov el lomgeribooks,sncluding his 199snevelhe
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thatcombines every element of poverty,
wealth, compassion, greed atwiruption
provide a fascinatingackdrop to the story.
This book is longbut, paradoxically, reads
like a muchshorter book. The powerful
story and thenduring images bring the
characters anttheir dilemmas alive. It is a
book that ishard to put down and even
harder tdforget. It well deserves the many
international awards it hasceived . 1J

No New Landby M.G. Vassanii.
McClelland & Stewart, 1991.

Paperback. 208 pages.-07108720929
Vassanji is by now a respected gdlific
writer, with a number of literargwards to
his credit. He writes with great deal of
charm androny inreflecting on the fictional
experiences ofanadian immigrants and the
crossculturallives of Asian people in
Africa. Much of his writing emerges from
hisown early life in Kenya and Tanzania
and his experiences of immigrationtiee
United States and Canaddo NewlLand,

one of his earlier novels, is worghsecond
look. It is a simplytold buteloquent story of
family life in Toronto,and the difficulties
for an Asian familyof leaving their old
world behind Nurdin Lalani and g family
baveoamhixe@ grau@ad feedds in their
Torontoapartment who all offer them
conflicting advice about how to make
money andsettle in a new land. Nurdin finds
it much harder than his wife and children
make the transition. When hevisongly
accised of sexually assaultingyaung
woman at his work, he has gqoestion his
own values and beliefs tmunteract the
charge. The book is wellwritten,with
appealing characterReaders who like this

Book of SecretdJ

The Divine Ryansdy Wayne Johnston.
McClelland & Stewart, 1990.

Vassanji 6s



Hardback. 233 pages. &47104447X

This appealing book combines warmth,
humour, sadness, and a vivid sensthef
considerable confusiahat attendgrowing
up. In the case of Draper DoyRyan, nine
years old and living iNewfoundland in
1967, growing up is aomplicated
challenge, given the numbef family
members eager to point outtion his lack
of success in developirany kind of
maturity. At the start of theook we learn

t hat Dr ap er haPjosydied bys
the end of the book wienow why. This
tragic story isnterwoven with glimpses of
relativelyordinary life, including the fact,
excruciating for a hardline Canadidias
like Draper Doyle, that the Stanl€up for
that year would inexorably go tbe Toronto
Maple Leafs. Life with th&kyans is never
completely mundane arttdis bizarre,
somewhat aniclerical bookwill offend
some readers as much adeatights others.
Draper Doyle is ningears old but his story
is not one forchildren; the deep pathos of
his fa h efatedresonates long past the
conclusion othe story and should speak to
manyteenagers. MM
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Childhood One of the things that intrigued me when
first came to Canada was the pagpmrte,
which | took for a Canadian rite passage.
Bowling, withtrongimagengoet 6s
and threedimensionatharacters, fully
captures the suddeunsh of freedom that
comes to a ten yeaild with his first paper
route in thisevocative novel.

As a disillusioned adult, Callum
Taylor is on a visit to his muethanged
childhood home when he recognizes a
familiar face from the pa$tEzra

Midnight at the Dragon Cafeby Judy
Fong Bates. McClelland & Stewart,
2004. Hardback. 315 pages.-071010982
At home she is Suden; at school she is
Annie. Her family are the only Chinese
people in their small Ontario town, atitey
work very hard to rutheir restaurant. But
SuJen's parents ateapped by history as
well as geographylhey pin their hopes on

SuJen’s chanct get an education, learn Hemsworth, an eccentric fisherman. This
English,become more Canadian than they opens the floodgates of memory aakles

canever manage. As a small child,-3en him back to the winter of 1976 the B.C.
arrives in Canada wither mother taneet fishing village.

an elderly and unknown father. Sémon Callum and his friend Jerris are

learns to love him, but her mothisrnot so convinced Ezra is caught up in soittegal

easily won over. The arrival tS‘u-Jen'_s dealings and they spend muchtiwit winter

much older hatbrother shouldnake life a following him by bicycle Woven in with

little easier for everyone, butstead it this intrigue is hisveryday life, his family,

causes enormowemplicaions, whose school with theequally eccentric school

ripples rurthrough the whole story. principal whoholds Lester B. Pearson up as
As well as this domestic storgLr a perfecmodel to the students, an array of

Jen relates her life as Annie, tsehoolgirl fascinating village characters and twngs
who makes and loses friends she grows on at thlea dikp.ajpaek f unny

up. The complexities deeling herself to be nostalgic novel that staysinthee ader 6 s
the only differenbne are subtly careyed, memory. MH

even as thartless narrator describes

differences invisible to her- that affect

: Village of the Small Houses: A Memoiof
some of he€Canadian classmates. There are

Sortsby lan Ferguson. Douglas &

manyways in which life in an Ontario small MclIntyre, 2003. Hardback. 200 pages.
town in the 1950s and 1960s can be very 1-55365021-2
hard.

This galloping read is simultaneous$iynny
and poignant. In an account of hife that is
only somewhat factuakerguson underiies
the desperatdifficulties of growing up poor
in theunforgiving north (the farthest reaches
of northern Alberta) but offers with hetory
a wry and witty take on life that rsever
sentimental. "This book is &®nest as |
could make it, but haven'iet the facts get
in the way of the storywas trying to tell.

L _ Nothing that follows idrue, except for the
The Paper blyfims Wi nt er ponsthat reallnappened,” he says at the

Bowling. Penguin Canada, 2003. very outset ofhe book. He tells a rollicking
Paperback. 288 pages.-043012282.

Judy Fong Bates has createdeay
appealing heroine/narrator in-Slen, who
describes the fierce isolation loér parents
even as she finds her owrays of escaping
it. What might havédeen a bleak, and
certainly is eheartbreaking story, is told
with graceand warmth, and the residta
hauntingaccount of human beings doing
their bestagainst mighty odds. MM
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tale ofhuman frailties, racial distinctions,
inadequate friendships, and various other
components of the human struggle; the
paradoxical entanglement of his lively
telling and his often fraught tale fuels a
pageturning book.

The story starts with his birtand
comes to an end as he escapes ttmn
north and begins his career aslaywright.
In between, he describes tthgnamics of a
large group of brothersywo parents who
often do their best bwometimes opt for the
easy exit, a smatbwn where Whites and
Aboriginalsmingle uneasily, and two
unbalancedriendships. Yet the book is
nevergloomy, never bitter, and Ferguson
maintains a wonderful balance betwélea
uproariously funny and th@esperately
upsetting. Even though likksclaims the
facts at the beginning, tleense by the end
is of a verytruthful book. MM

Bambi and Meby Michel Tremblay.
Translated by Sheila Fischman, 1990.
Talonbooks, 1998. Paperback. 157
pages. 6889223807

Birth of a Bookwormby Michel
Tremblay. Translated by Shela
Fischman, 1994. Talonbooks, 2003.
Paperback. 192pages. 6889224765

Twelve Opening Actby Michel

Tremblay. Translated by Sheila
Fischman, 2002. Talonbooks, 2002.
Paperback. 190 pages.-88922466-8

This set of three interconnected
autobiographical stories by the w&hown
Quebec playwright Michelremblay is
delightful to read. As thetles suggest,
Tremblay describes hhildhood and youth
through thredifferent lenses: via his
relationship withmovies, with books, and
with live theatre. He does a very good job of
conveying the huge importanoé
imaginative engagement with otheople's
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stories in the development ofjeowing
child. At the same time heonveys the rich
atmosphere of hiworking-class Montreal
home, hidargerthanlife mother, his loving
but often inarticulate father, and hesowded
surroundings. As characters appear and
reappear in the different books, we gat
acute sense of the lively, jostlipgtterns of
his childhood. We alstwllow Michel as he
discovers that himajor emotional and
physical feelingsire aimed at hisven sex.
He describegrowing up gay in a time when
homosexuality was illegal in terms traae
frank and matteof-fact withoutbeing
prurient or overwhelming.

How movies, books, and theatre
shaped and inspired this young man is
clearly and lovingly desibed in thesehree
books. In turn, he has shaped ttisry by
means of writing three separdteoks rather
than one chronologicallgonsistent account.
Reading the threleooks we move back and
forth throughhis youth, making connections
from onebook toanother.

As a reading challenge it is very
rewarding. As an account of a certaina in
Montreal's history it is fascinatingss a
comingof-age story of a gay arattistic
young man, it is compelling. MM

A Tourist's Guide to Glengarrypy lan
McGillis. The Porcupine's Quill, 2002.
Paperback. 185 pages.-88984246-9

This is a book for anyone who himsgotten
what it is like to be nine yeaddd. It is set in
a single day, October 13971, in an
Edmontomeighbourhoodhat is evoked in
loving detail. Nd is fascinated by many
things: the upshot ahe upcoming World
Series, the chandbat he will ever get a
Roberto Clementbaseball card, the many
strange and evesinister doings of his lively
neighboursand classmates. He is, however,
quite obliviousto important elements of his
own family life, and indeed spends muafh
his time in a daze. The result ibaok that



is comical, convincing, angenerous in its
appeal. Neil's storwould be quite
ridiculous if it weren't spersuasively real.
The specift details otthat particular day in
that particulatocation are lovingly evoked
in the causef a more universal description
of whatit is like to be a kid. The result is a
triumph. MM

Things That Must Not Be Forgotten: A
Childhood in Wartime Chingby

Michael David Kwan. Macfarlane

Walter & Ross, 2000. Paperback.

244 pages. 551990695

This is the story of a very unusual
childhood. David Kwan, born in 193d#as
the son of a Chinese businessmad a
much younger Swiss womavhom the child
barely knew(she leftwhen he was still very
small). He grewup through the 1930s and
1940s in time®f great turmoil and then war
as theJapanese ovean China. From early
days of utter luxury, the family, whicdoon
included a stepmother, becaembroiled in
the tgsy-turvy politics ofthe time. David's
father becamenysteriously involved in the
resistanceo the Japanese, but this well
concealedact did not protect him from
prosecutiorand imprisonment after the war
ended.

Throughout his childhood, David
moved,often very unskilfully, through
different worlds, torn between home and
school, between his Chinese identity dunsl
mixed heritage, between his nues® his
stepmother, between tlsbeltered life of the
rich and the moreerilous existence of those
who arepolitically exposed to risk. His
accounbf this extraordinary time is always
engaging, and he is frank about the
complexities of growing up in suchflagile
setting and about the ways $@metimes
seemed to specialize making things more
difficult for himself.MM

Stolen Life: The Journey of a Cree
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Womanby Rudy Wiebe and Yvonne
Johnson. Alfred A. Knopf, 1999

(1998). Paperback. 444 pages-&¥6
971962

This is a harrowing book of abuse and
injustice that manages to rise above its
portrayal ofviolence and degradation
through its compelling sense girituality
and friendship. Narratettirough the voices
of Canadian writeRudy Wiebe and Yvonne
Johnson, thgreatgreatgranddaughter of
Chief BigBear, the book chronicles

Y v 0 n marowsng lifestory from early
childhood to the
developing friendship with Johnson amd
obvious compassion for her situatiset the
context for
which emerges in cyclic arepisodic

fashion through multiplgoices, &llings and
re-tellings. The storys often

uncompromising and harsh, with
unbelievable incidents of horrariolence

and tragedy, but the writing &oquent and
often poetic, and the bo@merges as a

tri but e wrbreakable speiteamdd s
to the vdue offorgiveness for ongoing
wrongs. Noteveryone will want to read this
book, butt is a Canadian story that needs to
beacknowledged and understood. I1J

Kiss of the Fur Queerby Tomson
Highway. Doubleday Canada, 1998.
Hardback. 310 pages0-385256523

In this story of childhood, Champion ahts
younger brother Gabriel are born apmend
their early days in northemanitoba but at
a very early age they avgenched away
from their family andsent to a Catholic
residential schoolThe miseies of that time
will haunt thetwo boys for the rest of their
lives. Highway uses a combination of
familiar western narrative techniques and
Creemythology to convey the lively, funny,
loving, and heartbreaking lives of the
Okimasis brothers. The booke®notflinch
away from the hardship of livings a Cree

present

t hfamilyst or vy



in a racist country, but theeight of its
subject matter does notake it a heavy
read. Gabriel is dancer and the words in
this book dancalso. MM

Childhoodby Andre Alexis.

McClelland & Stewart, 1998.

Paperback. 265 pages.-371006659
Thomas MacMillan tells the story of his
Ontario childhood in this gentle but
compelling novel. The story is built oat
numerous delicate observationsanced
and recognizable to mostaders. The plot is
theleast importanpart of the book, and
indeed ongarticular turn in the plot is
activelydisappointing to at least some
readersThomas lives at first with his
Trinidadian grandmother and spendyreat
deal of time trying to find out mor@bout

his absentother. Afterhigr and mot her 6s
death, his mother returasid he discovers
what it is like to livewith a stranger. This
book does ndfeature a lot of action but

T h o maesoflestions of childhood will
resonatevith many readers. MM
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Teenagers beginning tovonder what kind of school
projectrequires this much masking tape.

Lullabies for Little Criminals by Petertries religion for a while, making a

Heat her O6Neill. New W§nejotheYiginMagy so thatshe wil
Perennial, 2006. Paperback. 330 cure him. His family is no comfort or
pages. 97806-0875077 inspiration: his smothering mothpushes

sweets on him, his fathertaciturn, one

sister is equally fat, and thiein sister avoids

fam | y ¢ o nt fantasies pl&yeutiar 0 s

hi s f Bwodvtiiense, 0 whi ch st ar
the boysand men to whom he is attracted,

with anoccasional nod to Brooks Shields. In
thefantasies, he is popular, desired, and

successful. If his nipples have their whg,

Thirteen year old Baby knows haaugh
life can be on the streets. She baswn up,
motherless, with a drugddictedfather,
moving between derelictowntown
Montreal apartments. Juldser father, is
more concerned with higeroin habit than
he is with his daughteLeft mainly to her
own devices growingp, Baby moves from : > i e X
an uneasy andifficult childhood to the will begin to act out his fanta5|es.neal [lfe.
oftendisturbing, dangerous adult world that ~ Brian Francifrydebut
exists all ar oungdetsher Poigpapt apdspjrged. Hig firgeisqn g g p y
involved with a charming anautgoing narrator ambles, ever hopeftrom one
neighbourhood pimp that Julésally takes humiliation to another. He is@ueless

notice of his daughter arfer impending adolescent who intends to sthis diet ay

problems. By by thenBaby discovers that day now so thathe wilbénor mal o by t'|
she is the only oneho can change her time he starts highchool next fall. This
future. coming toawareness novel is set in Sarnia in

Lullabies for Little Criminals 1984,and Francis flawlessly evokes the self
HeatheOd Nei | | 6s debut n odPsorptiorand fantggtic thipking qf ypung .
gritty. Mature young adult readers will find adolescent. Peter longs formroma | i t y, 0
much to relate to in this novel abarowing creating fantasy persontmsat reveal his true
up andnot giving up in spite ofhe odds. heroic stature whilsimultaneously fearing

The winner @307 CaBada r a d PXRosWe of hilawed adolescent self. His
Reads prograni,ullabiesfor Little sexualityremains largely a mystery to him,

Criminalsis highly recommended. JdeG evenas he senses ftomat he |
somet hi ngétkhrmdwdhisal ready

Fruit by Brian Francis. ECW Press, novel is a delight to read, as Pegeadually
2004. Paperback. 278 pages:35022 begins to comes to terms wiimself. JKM

6207

Peter Paddington is overwetggnd haso
friends in his grade 8 class. He stitks
finger into his belly button tmmeasure his
fat, a sad caricature of tiellsbury

The Sudden Weight of Snolwy Laisha
Rosnau. McClelland & Stewart,2002.
Hardback. 341 pages. &/71075804
This novel is narrated by Harper, who is

Doughboy. Then, one day, higples pop sewenteen and desperate to break ouhef

out. His sweatshirts can fanger conceal confines of her smatiown life in British

t he fcherchesteAs & arhahti s GPWBPa. Every secorchapter, however,
trouble enough, hisipples talk, is entitled "Gabe" ant told in the second

encouraging his homoerofiantasies. person ("When youmemories begin, you
Binding his chest witilmasking tape is live between twaans.") When Gabe shows

painful, and theonvenience store owner is up inHarper's own firsperson story,
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readersan begin to make connections Govier tells the tale witlh confidence that
betweerthe two threads of the story, butitis  leads to the inevitablend. JKM
nottill late in the book that the narrative

logic of this unusual format becomelgar. Ki t 6 9y DomnaMorrissey.

Harper is oppressed by the Viking, 1999. Paperback. 385 pages.
conventions of lifen Sawmill Creekcaught 0-670-886017
between school, church, and neother's If it is possible to have a melodrantlaen it
dissatisfactions. Yet her revadt not should be possible to havereloromance,
melodramatic or unbelievable; th&enation and if it were, this boolvould definitely
between the girl and hemother is never qualify. It is bothlarger than life and
enough to eliminate thands that also hold claustrophobicallyonfined to a very small
them together. Theomplexity of different wor | d. iKdorst@aised but secere.
forms anddefinition of family life are one of She lives withher tough but loving
themajor attractions of this book. grandmother anber mentally handicapped

Harper and Gabe are dravagether motherinHai r e6és Hol |l ow, an i
but bydifferent imperativesHow their Newfoundland outport. She takesertain
relationship flowers and fadesthe other amount of grief from heschoolfellows
strong element in thistory. The result is an about the unknowrdentity of her fatler, but
engrossing read. MM thereisnothing he candét handl e u

grandmothedies when she is 14. Then life

The Truth Tellerby Katherine Govier. suddenlybecomes much more insecure. The
Random House Canada, 2000. hellfire-anddamnation minister of the
Hardback. 403 pages. 679310266 outport is eager to see her packed o#irto
The Manor School, a private daghoolfor orphanage i n Stldoctdrohno s,
the chil dr en ogarenfsp r o n bedriénsls her aral makagyvssible for her
has a 56year history obffering a classical to survive with hemother. The ways in
education emphasizing theftiest which otheroutport people combine cruelty
expressions of philosophy and &idm the andkindness in their treatment of this
ancient Greeks and the mastef®Vestern forlorn pair are very well conveyed.
civilization. FrancescMorrow and Dugald Just as Kit is beginning to thirghe
Laird offer theirhalf-century romance and canmake it to the stage where skl be
marriage as aaxample tdheir studenid too old for the orphanage tepresent a real
their youngi s ¢ h @ Igieing §feto their risk for her, the plotakes a sudden turn and
ideals.The highlight of each year is a trip to her entire worlds turned upside down. The
Greece so that the students can bretithe story has itdurid moments, but the settirig
very air of the great civilizationynder the both interms of the harsh, beul
tutelage of their headmastefde young landscapand the benevolentigilante
scholars themselgehowever, are a sad and societyi successfully grounds the book.
dangerougollection of misfits, among Onceyou make the move into the
whomthefir at girl so ar e pimaginaticunivease of this book, it is very
noteworthy As Miss Morrow makes the hard tolet go. MM

new girl, Cassie, aware of her namesake in

Greekmythology, events begin to spiral into Lost Between Housesy David

the inevitable tragedy th&tassandralways Gilmour. Vintage Canada, 1999.
foretold and could not prevenfthis novel is Paperback.229 pages. 679310290
by turns very funny anblarrowing, and
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Simon Albright is sixteen. His life is
complicated: his father is in a mental
hospital, his mother drinks too much, his
older brother is preoccupied with fug/n

life, and his new girlfriend, Scarléivhose
real name may be Emilyg sobeautiful that

it panics him. The storiakes place in
Toronto and in the cottag®untry of

northern Ontario. Therealtyf hi s f at her 6s
illness means that tifamily must sell their
Toronto house anflimon must board at
school for hisGrade 12 yea a decision that
drives himto some desperate moves. Books
aboutteenage boys in these situations are
regularly compared t€atcher in theRye

but in this case the parallel is not tao-
fetched; Simon occupies the sakned of
selfpreoccupied universesHolden

Caulfield (though his languagensuch
saltier!) The book is easy to readd
Simondés probleappy (and al so his
moments) are very believabM
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Men

Adultery by Richard B. Wright.
HarperCollins, 2004. Hardback. 243
pages. 600-2005867

Daniel Fielding is a quiet, middiagedman.
He works for a Toronto publishing
company.
daughter. He seems to havalit a good
career, a wonderful wife arfdmily, anice
house in a goodeighbourhood. So why
does DanieFielding risk everything by
succumbingo his charming and beautiful
colleagueDenise, while on an overseas
businesdrip?

These few days of passion apad
decisions are made even worse wbemise
is kidnapped and murderediEmgland. This
catastrophe sets intootion a chain of
events in which Danighust watch his
whole world fall apararound him. His wife
and daughter aferced to reevaluate their
own lives andheir seeminglytrong family,
while Daniel himself must stand by and
watchthe devastation of two families.

Adulteryis, in some ways, story
for older adults who can identifyith the
feelings of loss and lovexpressed by the
main charactergdowever, young adult
readers will alsdind much in this story
appealingDani el 6s
whoisf or ced to deal
invol vement i n
character who will resonate wiytounger
readers. Richard B. Wrightsho is well
known for his awardvinning novelClara
Callan, is awonderful storyteller and this
well-pacednovel will capture readers from
the firstchapter. JdG

A Rhinestone Buttorby Gail
Anderson-Dargatz. Knopf Canada,
2002. Hardback. 319 pages.-676-
975496

In the small farmingommunity of
Gosfinger, Alberta, Job Sunstrum lives a

He 6 s teeaagedi e d

solitary existence, raising cattle afadming,
like his father and grandfathbefore him.
Yet the surroundingastures do not hold
much attraction fohim. Instead he prefers
his humblefarmhousekitchen where
cooking,baking, and even washing dishes,
givehi m gr eat
enQughyto setJab apart, his blond carld
young face, as well asplnenomenon called
synaesthesia, whidajives Job the
extraordinary ability to seandfeel sound in
dazzling colours oshapes, all make him a
target for theother locals.
Even Joboés
the test when his proselytizitgother,
Jacob, along with his bossy wiad
arsonist son, moves back into faeily
farmhouse. Wh them they bringhe
Pentecostal fervour of a visitireyangelist
by the name of Jack DivinA t
urging, the impressionabI®mb enlists as one

of Di vineblswkeoklrowdpnbods

immersion into theChristian life leads him
to wonder whahis chances are for love of a
moreearthly nature. But where might he
find love? At the Ponoka auction? On
ALovel i Arradio shaw? AtaHe |
Outto-Lunch Café?

In A Rhinestone ButtoiGail
AndersonDargatz transports readers to

daught ersSmaliioyn, rural Albegangd ereates
wi t Ghargeters fulf of magie andwimour.
Brenyi s e Readers wil nglr[am’/n into the liyestokse

characters and be sorry to turn tast pages
of the book and say goduy/e.JdG

This All Happenedby Michael Winter.
Anansi, 2000. Hardback. 287 pages.
0-88784651-3

Gabriel English is trying to write a novel
and trying to persuade his girlfriehgdia to
marry him. This book (whicimay or may
not be that novel) tells thatory of the year
in which he made thedwo attempts. There
is an entry foevery $ngle day, which
sounds as if itvould be tedious and

sati sfaction

retoi gi ous

Jacobods



repetitious. Irfact, the book recreates the

rhythms ofdaily life in a fascinating and

engagingvay . Gabri el l' ives in St. Johnos
and theshape of a year in that city is one of

thecompelling elementshithe story.

Despite the strictly chronologicapproach

to the plot, the story is motban a diaryi

although its surprisinglyiveting account of

the sheedailinessof living is one of its

major strengthsThroughout the events of

the year, wseethavor | d from Gabri el 0s
perspectivéut we also see the limitations of

thatperspective. The idea of the book

sounds simple, but the actual storfighly

crafted and a pleasure to resM

Lar r y 0y Céta $hielgs

Random House, 1997. Hardback. 339

pages. 66793087 %6

Larry Weller is an ordinary man, with no

exceptional talents. Carol Shields brings

Larrybds story alhawe in a book that some
found fascinating, funny anehgaging, and

others have described @slious. Shields has

an elegant andeceptively straightforward

writing stylethat draws readers into the lives

of everyday people. The mafike structure

of the book replicates thetricacies of

Larryods | ithreughaaserigs®of wi nds

relationships with hiparents, two wives and

a sonandthrough a career as a landscape

gardenewho creates actual mazes. Shields

movess nt o Larrybds psyche with ease and
flair. L ar r y 0 -nvehtedftheough hhee

perceptive lens, should appeal to readers

across many different age groups. 1J
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wWomen lifetime repercussions. Angela is sent away
to aCatholic Boarding school when her

The Romantichy Barbara Gowdy. mother becomes too ill to care for the
HarperFlamingo Canada, 2003. family. Feeling anely an_d abandone_d,
Hardback. 372 pages. ©0-2005050 Angela makes friends with a groupgiis
Barbara Gowdyos -1 at es Whogal hemsgives "Thgisierhqod,” Her
turnerthat allows its readers empathize involvement in thegroup results in an

with Louise Virk, the heroineand to gain unfortunate death thahanges the course of

new insights into the power love and the Angela's life. Thestory of what happened at
sadness of obsession. \Weow from page the schobis told in alternating narratives by

onethatAbel,the bj ect of L oui”gelaas ateenagerand Angelaasa
devotion, dies as young man, and we are middle-agednun, hiding from her past in a

immediatelyd r awn i nto Loui s'gligiuslifeofseclusion. Herstory,
multifacetedmemories of Abel and the harrowing and suspenseful.asnvincingly

largelyunrequited lge that characterizes told in a poetic anduanced style. The book
their relationship. will be awinnerwith a wide range of
At age nine, Louise is abandoney readers. 1J
her onetime beauty queen mothavho ) ,
walks away from her familyeaving only a Translations/ Aistreanrby Tammy
note on the fridge thate ad s A1 h a v @MYreng. £oteay Books, 2002,
am not comingpack. Louise knows how to Paperback. 369 pages.-55056203-4

workthewa s hi ng machi ne. o DIy 0sty and intargsiing novel that
alonewith her grieving and distracted father, =~ MOVes between small town NeBvunswick
contrives to have her neighbour adbpt and Dublin, Ireland. Juli® 6 Gey has
and soon transfers all her attentand moved from the Maritimet be with her
devotion to Abauitandt he gugbqu g ghijdrep Bublin. Dan

intelligent son. For the rest bbok, we asey, THinity@odegen er at
follow Loui s e 6's sdeal witghkpt e t oPersuades Julia that stieould have the

obsessive love for Aband to come to university education sh&as earlier denied.
terms with her owtoneliness. Now she is involvedh translating the
Despite its melancholy themebge Gaelic daries of helancestor, Cora, and

book is filled with Gy segreaqouther past At the
humour, which lifts the story aboymthos same t i nmarriagdisih dargér of
and sadness. Her writing is lighnd falling apart, ashe learns new secrets about

interesting to read and she succeads Da_n and hiselatiqnships. In a fit of anger,
making her characters come to liféhe Juliatakes the children and returns tewd
Romantids an enjoyable andaunting read Brunswick, where she tries to sort detr

about love and loss arsthould have a wide life and her feelings. _ _
appeal. 1J Tammy Armstrong is a writewho

can be both lyrical and earthy. tims novel,

The Divine Economy of Salvatioby she offers readers the intimated often

Priscilla Uppal. Anchor Canada, 2003 gritty details of Juiaan®dan6és per sonal
(2002). Paperback. 404 pages:385 lives and theiassociation with family,

65805 friends andcolleagues. Interspersed with the

This coming of age novel issmphisticated personal aspects of present @xperiences,

and haunting tale of gouthful crime with are the reclaimed words pést generations
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in the Gaelic diarygcoming alive through Nolan women: Norea, who creates héh

translation Armstrong explores the ability her tears, Dagmar who can conttod
of thepag to place the present in a new weather and make anything graand Nyssa
perspective and to bring peace tshattered who is unequalled on tHaldle. It is also the
relationship. 1J story of Moll, anoutcast and hag, whose
dark presenceeaves irand out of the lives
Mere by Esta Spalding and Linda of theother inhabitants of Millstone Nether.
Spalding. 2001. HarperCollins Echlin has based her story on tmyths: the
Flamingo Canada. Hardback. 211 myth of the Sumeriagoddess lanna who
pages. 00-2255383 descends into thenderworld and the Greek

This powerful and intriguing tale &f g o i n g myth of Demeter who searches for her
und er gr ound o0 conseivedl and a r e Hlaughtelersephone aftéter sephoneds

beautifully toldcontemporary echo of the abductionby Hades. This mythic base and
Demeter andPersephone myth. Twelwaar thesetting, on an isolated island in the Gulf

old Merehas lived her entire life sailing the of St. LawrencegivesD a g m &Daughger
GreatLakes on the boat her mother Faye a timeless quality, which somplemented

captains. Twice a year, they dock brigtty by Echl i n Gtylized writingctal and
pick up supplies and an envelopenodney. sounds like this novehight be heavy going,

Faye manages in this waydwade capture but it plotamowes quickly &nd the

by the FBI, from whonshe has hidden as a c h ar areldatienshgpare very interesting.
fugitive for thirteenyears. This Theend result is a powerful and intriguing

Aunder gr ound enaldes hestd e n stay. Bl s o
raise and protect helaughter. Mere,

however, need® discover her father The Blind Assassirby Margaret
Merrill and hisworld. Her opportunity Atwood. McClelland & Stewart, 2000.
comes whemMerrill appears at the dock Hardback. 521 pages0-771008635
seekingefuge. In her desperate bid to gaina Hard to categorize, this swashbucklimgvel
measure of freedom, Mere launches an tells many different kinds of stoig one. It
inexorable chain of events. includes five nested narratif@meworks:

The mother and daughter team of |l ri s Ch a sacou@ of hdar dueentd s
Linda andEsta Spalding, each an life; herreminiscences about her dead sister,
accomplished writer, together creates a Laura; the newpaper cuttings that shed
seamless telling of a tale both mytlaicd alternative light on their lives as rich
contemporary; rarely doesharrative daughters of an Ontario button
succeed on both levels powerfully. Mere manufacturer ; Lawawvelads to
is as elemental aschild seeking The Blind Assassjrand the ricliantasy
independence fromparental protemn, as narrated by a character withimat novel.
achingasa hi | dds year ni ng Afethey fige stbriastohadgbey, oneaamd] if
asintricate as the political intrigue of its so, which one? Theelling is elaborate and
time. JKM complex, angrovides the chief compulsion

of thebook; it is probably fair to say that the

Dagmar 6 s bpKimgchlin.er telling is more interesting than the story
Penguin, 2001. Paperback. 207 itself.
pages. 014-0290923. Nevertheless, this is an engaging,
Dagmar 6 s isaaungshat, leut intriguing andreadable book, winner of
compelling, story othree generations of many prizes, and appealing on mdronts.
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It is the kind of book in whiclhe need for
readers to keep their wits @ull alerts is one
of the major charmsvM

Can You Wave Bye Bye, Baby? Stories

by Elyse Gasco. McClelland &

Stewart, 1999. Paperback. 238 pages.
0-7710297-8

Gascobds stories oahd mo
family relationships are darklyjumorous

and emotionalljuncompromising, while
remainingpoignant and compelling. Her
writing is acerbic and witty. Gasco is an
importantnew voice in Canadian fiction; she
wonthe prestigious Journey Prize in 1996
for the title story of this volume, and this
collection should ensure her continuing
success. Each of the stories is writherm a
different point of view and eadateals head
on with compelling issuesurrounding birth,
adoption and loss. lone story, a young
woman is haunted hiynages of her birth
mother; in anothethe desperate adoptive
mother of aebellious teenager fabricates
storiesoher daughter 6s
story, analienated new mother sees her
world becoming as empty as her feelings for
her baby. The harrowing themes of these
stories are |ightatmned
often humorous writing stylélthough the
content (and the quigraphic cover) of tis
volume may noappeal to all readers,

Ga s ¢ o 6 dessrtedorhave aswide
readership. 1J

pa

Gone to an Aunt 6s: Re
Canadads Home f dy
Anne Petrie. McClelland & Stewart,
1998. Paperback. 248 pages-1r10
69723

Anne Petrie, wétknown as a televisioand
radio broadcaster for the past twepears,
provides a fascinating and oftemagic
refl ection deatméndaf adabd
unwed mothers. In thisook, she relates

seven intertwinedtories of what it was like
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to be pregnarind unmarried for young
women acros€anada during the 1950s and
1960s. Allseven stories, including her own,
relatethe traumas and heartbreak of being
sentaway from home and hidden away in
disgrace in homes for unwed mothevkast

of the women recolle¢hedifficulties of
giving their babies up faxdoption, while a
felw discussotleidttempts tb &kgep balmes
despite sociastigmas and financial

har ds hi p®okisPompassiomate s
and movingwithout being sentimental. Each
story isdifferent but the& commonalities
providea strong indictment of a social and
moralsystem that sought to punish young
women who had the misfortunate to be
single and pregnant. 1J

Strange Heaverby Lynn Coady.
Goose Lane, 1998. Paperback. 198
pages. 686492230-2
LynnCoadyds novel
themes of pregnancy, loss amjustment.
Eighteenyearold BridgetMurphy is
setoyering fromtthie aurhas ¢hildlgirth
and giving up her baby fadoption by
spending time undebservation in the
psychiatricwardofa hi | dr end s
Hdr ysiglisirstocheo@rsconditioh and intd
the lives of othepatients in her ward are at
onceirreverent, hilarious, appalling and
pathetic. When Bridget is released for
Christmas, she returns to her chaotic and
dysfunctional familyand boyfriend irCape
Breton and learns to come to termish her
heeamcbsguatiom The novehoves along at

U n w grelat speed anceig fidedith exciting

moments and largghanlife characters.
Occasionally, Coadgippears to lose control
over her subjecnd the novel slides into
confusion, buthe overall effect is engaging
andfascinating. I1J

My Omdirgy Dead Onesy Erika de
Vasconcelos. Alfred A. Knopf Canada,
1997. Hardback. 195 pages.-676-

of fers u

hospi



970540

Fiona lives in Canada with her two
daughters, worksdr way througlseparation
and divorce, sorts out tliemplications of
her relationship witler sister. She also
explores heconnections with her
Portuguese mothegrandmother, and great
aunt, looking abther sisters and daughters,
learningabout theidives in a different
setting andociety. Memoirs, stories,
recollectiondrom the earlier women in her
family areall woven into the complex fabric

ofFi onabds inner i fe.

story and not for every reader, but the
complications of fanty life, infiltrating
through generations and through thdical
break of emigration, will intrigusome
teenagers, probably mostly girrdM

Mami eds Chil dren:
of Prairie Womenby Judy Schultz.
Red Deer College Press, 1997.
Paperback.246 pages. 888995167-5
Judy Schultz is trying to work out her
complex feelings about her female
ancestors. This book largely tells ttery of
Ma mi e,
as a pioneer settler Baskatchewan. Schultz
uses the lives dflamie, her ancestors, and
her childrento discuss the struggles and
achievements of ordinary people
particularly women on the prairie, inimes

of settlement, drought, succeasd

hardship. The book is just a trao® long,

but its account of thei&ds andtriumphs of

an unimportant family ifascinating. Schultz
handles her owpersonal connections to the
characters imer book with a light hand, for
the mospart, and is clear about what she
knowsfor sure, what she has heard from
others,and whathe is speculating about.

Thesteadfastness, resourcefulness, and hard

labour of the women in this book are
striking. MM
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Speculative/science fictiorand
fantasy

Someone Comes to Town, Somedreaves
Town by Cory Doctorow. NewYork: Tor
Books, 2006 (2005Paperback. 320
pages. 978765312808.

Alan, the hero of Doctorow's latasbvel, is
a bit of a misfit, and no wonddHlis father is
a mountain, his mother isveashing
machine, and his brothecsnsist of an
island, a dead man, atitree Russian
nesting dolls. As bizarre aiis premise
sounds, Alan is a likablegemarkably human
character (wellalmost human- he regrows
missinglimbs, salamanddike). As the
novelopens, Alan is living in Toronto in
peacetil middle age, fixing up an oldouse
and planning to write a novetlowever, his
tranquil life is disturbed bhis undead
brother, who is seekingvenge on the other
brothers fomurdering him. While trying to
rescuehis missing nestingloll brothers,
Alan finds time to involve himself in a
cyberpunkfriend's plot to build a free
wirelessnetwork that covers the city of
Toronto.He also falls in love with the girl
nextdoor, a peculiar being who has wings,
which she cuts back on a regular basis so
she @an pass for normal. Though the
characters and events are bizarre pihek is
really about familiar themegamily
problems, alienation, trust aridendship.
This and other books by CoBoctorow are
free online at
http://www.craphound.com/index.php?c
at=5. HG

Ysabelby Guy Gavriel Kay. Toronto:
Viking Canada. Hardback. 416 pages.
9780-670-043217.

In his newest novel, Kay has inverted his
recent pattern of exploring the present
through the backdrop of the historigelst,
either real or imagined. Thi®bk presents
the modern world, with all itkoibles, wars
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and gadgets, that, througie machinations
of two fifteenyearolds,becomes embroiled
with mythicalcharacters of a very distant
past.Montreal native Ned Matrriner is living
in Aix-enProvencewith his famoudather
and hi s
Nedos
Doctors WithouBorders. While exploring
his newenvironment, Ned meets a young
exchange student from New Yorkogether,
they meet a trio of mythicalpirits who
enact a cyclical lowriangle.This time,
however,
cycle totally off course asommef hi s
crew becomes thembodiment of Ysabel,
the beautiful andhighly desirable focus of
the two malemembers of the céuriesold
battle.

Kay ds
the dialogue between the tweens and
amongst the adults believabénd the action
nonstop. The readatiscovers, along with
Ned, the extent dfis involvement and his
powers Friendship, loyaltyand family
commitment are also strong themesha
novel which explores, through itantastical
elements, the nature widividual identity
and acceptance differences.

Highly recommended. GdV

Widdershinsby Charles de Lint. New
York: TOR, 2006. Hardback. 560pages.
0-765-312859.

Music is the thread that keeps #terylines
and characters connectétgloughout this
newest journey to deint's town of Newford
and thecontinuing exploits of Jilly
Coppercorrand Geordie Riddell, last seen
in TheOnion Girl.

Lizzie Mahone, a fiddlerinitiates
the action when she is saviedm a group of
bogans by Grey, eousin of the Raven clan
and one of thanimal people. Lizzie has
problemsbelieving in the encounter with the
otherworld but she and the membei$ier
band soon become further drawn ithat

f aphdtogmaphess. cr e w
mo t Bedan, a nembenof t h e

Ne ddpsalsthevol veme
fat he

pr os accessblee xt r em



world. When a replacement fiddlisr disorder, the sea is spewing out curibisb

needed, Geordie and Jilly becomeolved and ghosts of previous residerdgad the old
in the band's dilemma ar@@rey's story. stories and storytellers anace again being
Ultimately, the novel is twintertwining sought out and listendd.
tales. The first is that @gbrey's guilt about Filled with mythologi@l and
the murder of his wifand the repercussions folkloric references, vivid charactengho
and, secondly, thatf Jilly's working out of speak as individuals, and thmeportance of
her childhoodsexual abuse. Both journeys history, this noveintrigues, tantalizes and
involve boththis world and that of the other delivers. This is1ot a book to be rushed
as theyface the past in order to grow through andshould appeal to strong high
emotionally in the present. Thestoriesalso schoolreaders. GdV
explore issues such as the ristagsion
between the transported faefioék of the Hominids by Robert J. Sawyer. Tor,2002.
Old world with those nativeo North Paperback. 444 pages.-8653450052002
America and the ongoinfgiction between As the first of three books collectivetalled
nature and technology. The Neanderthal ParallaXRobertSa wy er 6 s
While the underlying themes aoé Hugo award winningdominidsexplores
vast importance andterest, strong such controversiand critical matters as
characterization is the chief attractiontiof violence, privacyand religion. Through this
novel. Main and supportingharacters are work of science fiction, which reads more
all deftly painted by de&int's evocative like anthropological fiction, Sawyer posits a
language andnderstanding of human parallel Earth in which mankind, as we
emotions, needsnd desires. Strong teen know it, never made it on thes/olutionary
readers willappreciate the ternal tree. Rather, the dominaspecies to develop
complications thaimake all of them is Neandeftal. Theyhave created a
"human" although smany of them are so different, and in someespects more
much more. GdV sophisticated society thasur own which is
technologicallyattuned to their parallel
The Town that Forgot How to Breathe Earth. Whenthd o o k s mai n char ac
by Kenneth J. Harvey. Raincoast2003. Neanderthaphysicist named Peter Boddit,
Paperback. 480 pages.-$5192592-3 accidentally opens a terogary gatewaynto
AAnd for gener atitold ns buounigeose) e falls thraugh.amid dure y
the story of the time that the people wo r | d 6-sdeemwitthiis thenonHfictional
Bareneed [Newfoundland] forgot haw Canadian nickel mine thablds the Sudbury
breathe, until they came to recognzkeo NeutrinoObservatory. Unable to speak
they truly were and, through ttermoil of English,Boddit causes much puzzlement
calamity, reclaimed their livess their and, ofcourse, ixonfused himself at this
bl essed ownoevénsard ) . U onexpactad turn of events.
gradually aking place in théown of Sawyer succeeds withominids.He
Bareneed, Newfoundland whé@oseph and skillfully juxtaposes our cultureagainst that
his young daughter come farvacation. of a vastly differeniNeanderthal culture
Father and daughter amtempting coming through the carefulse of recent
to terms with theidisintegrating family life archaeological theorylended with
but the needand the fears of the community  sociology ad the physicasciences. The
prove tobe evermore imperative. People author fortunately avoidsxcessive
arebeginning to fall prey to a breathing scientific exposition byelating technical
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information in areasily understood and
seamless mann#érroughout the storyline.
The only reahegative criticism about this
bookconcerns the flmess of some of the
secondary characters and a sliglatighéd
third major character, Maryaughan. This
character is a lonely 3@mething
University of Torontaanthropology
professor who is trying toome to terms
with a recent physicassault. Sheriids
solace in the arms @&oddit.

Overall,Hominidsis an engaging
novel that is poignant and timely in its
theme and content. Its paraikeinningplot,
with the alternate realities afforded,
narratively sound with enougurprises
thrown in to keep éeenageeader intrigued
and looking forward tohe other two books
in the seriesHumansandHybrids JN

Seven Wild Sisterby Charles de Lint.
lllustrated by Charles Vess.
Subterranean Press, 2002. Hardback.
152 pages. B3108133-6
This superblyllustrated novella,
commissioned by the publisher, had its
genesis at the annual feminist science
fiction convention, WisCon, in 2000.
VessOs -andwhiteldiawirgg
vignettes and fulpage illustrations,
compl ement de Li
poeticprose. While the cover and overall
packaging of the book is reminiscent of
anoldf ashi oned
story is as
urban fantasy writing.
The adventures of the seven
feisty Dillard sisters are told through the
agencyof multiple voices but the main
narrator is seventegrearold Sarah
Jane, the middle child. The reader
follows along the path that curiosity
takes Sarah Jane to the isolated home of
Aunt Lillian who befriends her and
introduces her to tales of severahsige
characters that reside in the forest and

current

nt 6s
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trees just beyond her land. Through
example and her stories, Aunt Lillian
also introduces Sarah Jane to a new
understanding of herself. One day, while
out in the woods gathering ginseng,
Sarah Jane comesross an injured

creature whom she rescues. This disturbs

the ageold feud between the sang and
the bees in which Sarah Jane and her
sisters become entangled. They become
captive pawns for both sides of the faery
war. Neither side, however, realizes how
resilient the sisters could be, and by the
storydés end,
gain a great appreciation for the wild
Dillards. Full of danger and suspense,
the tale leaves the reader feeling
refreshed and
and conversatioh@done makes the magic
of the story both inevitable ahd
acceptable. This book is a treat for both
the eyes and the ears.

Aunt Lillian also appears in a

short story prequel, published about the
same time, in a collection of short
stories,The Green Man: dles from the
Mythic Forest edited by Ellen Datlow
and Terri Winding with decorations by
Charles Vess. GdV

Waifg dndl Straydy Gharlgs de Lind
Viking, 2002. Hardback. 394 pages.
0-670-03584X

chil dr en dhis ctllectok of previously published

storieslby de birit, 43dtine rlomimee fotke
World Fantasy Award, is a fantastiddition
to any fantasy collection.Oei nt 6 s
heroines inhabit aamazing variety of
settings, froma@g ot hi ¢ mansi

DreamsinthtiMondr eam Wood, o

modern NorthAmericancity in the Newford
stories, taa futuristic fantasy city inhabited
by humans and elves in the Bordertown
stories. As different as these settings are,
they all have one thing in common: thee
places where the ordinary wotiouches on
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another, magicalelalm.DeL i nt 0 s both Josh and Sloane were young.tBg

pioneering brand of urban fantasya time they are reunited, Joshfrastrated and
welcome relief from the clichéoseude bitter apothecary, andfaend of his are
medieval realms that usualtharacterize char ged wimurter vhénsleen e 6 s

the fantasy genre. As tlide suggests, most disappears into thmagic aftethe death of
of de L i narednssfitshaedr o i n e s her mother.

outcasts, sometimes poand homelss, The reuniting of these main

often looking for love andcceptance while characters and the disjointed aspecthef
refusing to conform ta conservative city are the result of a horrifigurricane.
soci etyo6s anyprigiaistn eah i o n BVith strohg charactetevelopment, and

be made of the storiei$ s that there is a superior command ddnguage and pacing,
certain sameness to alf the protagonists: Galvestoris a talethat is entralling,

all girls, most with astreak of frightening, andnemorable. Strong themes
rebelliousness. It would haveen of searchindor identity, parental

interesting to see what de Liobuld do with expectations angersonal responsibility

a male protagonist. Stillhis is a collection make this gowerful read for a strong young

that will appeal tdeens of both genders. HG adultreader. GdV

Galvestonby Sean Stewart. Ace, 2001. The Onion Girlby Charles de Lint.

Paperback (reissue of hardbacledition). Tor, 2001. Hardback. 508pages. 6

454 pages. €141-008003 312-8739%2

This is a complicated novel that followso Painter Jilly Coppercorn, a familiar and

damaged characters as thetertwine with popul ar charactserres i n de
the fate of the twimpersonalities of the city of the city of Newford, is thécus of this

of Galvestonwhich was created by a tidal muli-l ayer ed nstowbdsnot Ji | | yos
wave ofmagic during Mardi Gras 2004. been told before and, fact, she has kept
SloaneGardnerthe daughter of Jane and her early historypuriedfrom herself as well
goddaughter of Odessa, has bgesomed as her friends asiuch as possible. The

by these two powerful women take up the journey begins agilly is hospitalized as the
responsibilities of keepintpe magic from result of beindhit by a car. Her story and

the perpetual Mardi Grad Galveston history comeo light, one small step at a

Island out of the outsideorld. Sloane does time, throughthe memories and adventures

not want theespondbility and so travels to of hermanyfaithful hospital visitors and a

the MardiGras world to strike a bargain parallel tale of a young womambittered

with thegod/demon Lord Momus. She by the early desertion of helder sister. By
successfully travels between the tworlds the time the storiesier ge, t he t wo i
with the aid of a facemask mabg Odessa, of t h ecordgrenternch othter in the

also a powerful magiciaThe wording of other world,leaving Jilly in a very

the bargain, as always,vsry important and precariasphysical state in this one.

Jane pays the pricd not paying close This novel of urban fantadylends

attention to what isaid. She becomes Celtic, Native American andther mythical

seduced by the magut gains, through her beliefs into a seamlessory that

trials, a moreéhonest understanding of who reverberates with magic amdith. Like the

she is andher role. Joshua Cane was an Onion Girl of the title, thenany layers of

earlyp| ay mat e whHose ®ttunea n e 6 the novel are peeled dawith delicacy and

waslost by his father in a card game when precision. An assureahd accomplished

45



writer, de Lint,weaves his magic, creating
once agaimot only strong characters that
readerseasily identify with and want to
revisitagain and again, but also a vibrant
world of possibilitiesand hope just on the
edgeof the here and now. This is a story,
often harsh and unbending, tleaphasises
personal responsibilitfamily obligations,
choices, andriendship and loyalty. More so
thanot her of t he
storyfocuses orthe teen experience. GdV

Spirits in the Wiresby Charles de Lint.
Tor, 2000. Hardback. 448 pages.
0-312-873980
When evil spirits attack the virtublbrary
Internet site of Wordwood, thedo so with a
vengeance. Not only dmomputers crash,
but also theeoplevisiting the site are
sucked into th@ortex. When Saskia,
Christy Riddell'syirlfriend, disappears right
before hiseyes, his brother and friends,
well-knownto de Lint's wide readership of
the Newford novels, embark on a quiest
get her back. Athey too, enter the
otherworld of cyberspace, they soon
discover that a hacker has unleashed an
ancient spirit who has been badly hurtsby
virus and is causing havoc in batforlds.
"Spirits ride the software, cablasd
telephone lines and make honfies
themselves in the spaces that lie betwen
various computers that thechnology
connects." de Linsuccessfully plays with
the premise ofhe spirits embracing
technology but it idis exploration of people
and theimperceptions of themselves ameit
relationships that formulate tackbone of
the novel. Highlyecommended for fans of
urban fantasys well as cybesavvy teens.
GdVv

Forests of the Hearby Charles deLint.
Tor, 2000. Hardback. 397 pages.
0-312-865198

Newfor
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Charles de Lint, Canadianaster ofurban
fantasy, weaves a complex starfyintrigue
and suspense while explorittte power of
spirituality and friendship-our diverse
individuals are broughbgether to combat
an ancient forcknown as the Gentry who
traveled withthe early Iri$ settlers to the
new world.Neglected by the previous
believers andsolated by indigenous spirits,
the Gentghad censinuouslyiplishey i s
regaincontrol and power. The story begins
when their time of emergencedangerously
close. Bettina and Ellie, twgoung artists,
make theirway ndependent | vy
colony atKellygnow just outside of
Newfordwhere they connect with
musicianspther artists, and native North
Americansto combat these malignant
forces. Theclimax takes place during a
massive ¢estorm. De Lint fans will
recognize th@hysical and spiritual
landscape ogprevious Newford stories and
all shouldbe captivated by the struggles and
personalities of the main characteeslV

Calculating Godby Robert J. Sawyer.

Tor, 2000. Hardback.335 pages.
0-312-867131

This book, set in the near futureTioronto,
combines a space storythailler about a

pair of creationisterrorists, and a great deal
of philosophical discussion about the nature
of God and the role of sentient life in the
universe. It features an Ontario
paleontologist who is dying of canc&igm
Jericho, an alien called Hollus whormally
appears only as a telepreseran® members
of a third species who playminor role in

the story. It turns ouhat all three life foms
have experiencekistorical cataclysms at

the same fivgoints in their histories, and
the aliensvant to consult the records
containedileEar t hés fossil s
increase theiunderstanding of what has
happenedim he past. Tomobs
theproject and his developing friendship



with Hollus are shadowed by tksowledge hisnew body is that of John Devlin, an

of his own mortality and hitears for his unpl easant man loggrtso i s on
family. It sounds like aecipe for a rather In short order Max finds himsedivicted
depressing book, bir fact it is engaging from Devl idefadtingootinee f or
and stimulatingraising huge questions rent, with no access tas old life because
accessible animteresting ways. MM almost nobodyecognizes him. This story is

set inNewford, a city populated by
Girlfriend in a Comaby Douglas psychicsmystics and a few tricksters. De
Coupland. Harper-Collins, 1998. Lint hasset many books in this town and
Hardback. 284 pages. @0-2243962 some ofthe characters in this story are
Coupl andds new dako k i familar. Thestopy isitold froon aariety of
surreal world of the future in whichsmall perspectives. Max Trader gets the dimgt-
group of disillusionedriends haso make person narration; John Devlin gets voice
hard decisions about faithurvival, and the at all; the remaining interwovararratives
meaning of life. Thdook begins with the tell the stories of differerftiends of the two.
voice of a ghostJared a young man who Eventually, aftemany complex twists and
died of cancein Vancouver in the late turns, the storynoves to an alternate world.
1970s. Thdollowing year, on a snowy night The book idess mystic than many of De
inVanc ouv e friend, KaencNed, s L i npredigus stories but it has its quotient
falls into a deep coma afteraking love of philosophical speculation amdminations
with her boyfriendRichard, for the first on the Old WayslInteresting and highly

time. Karen hadbeen experiencing terrifying accessible. MM
visions ofthe end of the century. Eighteen

yearslater, when she finally awakens from The Night Watchby Sean StewartAce

hercoma, she finsl herself living through Books, 1997. Hardback. 325 pages.

her apocalyptic visions with a teenaged 0-441-004458

daughter, Megan, who was born whslee Stewartodés bl eak Iteap int

was still in a coma, with Richardnd with more disturbing for being set in tvighly

their old school friends. Theook has an recognizable Canadian citidsdmonton and

imaginative and intriguinglot, but is not Vancouver. His initiapremise is that magic

for thefaint-heartedCoupland writes with a has erased much btiman historyand

blend of darkcomical wit and stark realism unleashed mysteriodisrces on what

that carpotentially be quite disturbing. remains of civilizationMuch of North

Coupl andds booksettingt h Armesica Naa lbeeobliteratedrbut a few

will fascinate (and perhapgkepress) many survivingcommunities still cling to a

teenage readers. 1J complexexistence. One such survivor is the
south side of Edmonton (the north side is

Traderby Charles de Lint. Tom inhabitedonly by ghosts and demons);

Doherty, 1997. Hardback. 352 pages. another is Chinatown in Vancouverhere

0-312-8584¢%7 magic lurks in the forest thatesses on the

Max Trader wakes up one morningtire south side of the city. Tharecise geography

body of someone else. His miremembers of the settingencreases the uneasiness of

how to make guitars aridtes, the skill by thisdystopict ory and Stewartds

which he earns hisving, but his body has descriptions oftte overwhelming power of

lost the calluseand some of & knowhow snow and colavill ring a bell with most

that madehe work possible. What is worse, Canadiarreaders. The story has many vivid
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characters, both male and female, and a
lively plot involving both war and love.
Some readers may find certain racial and
sexual references troukleme, though
Stewart is always careful to provide a
context for the insults his characters hatrl
each other. Overall, however, this is a
powerful and memorable book whiwhll
appeal even to readers who do notmally
like speculative fiction. MM

A Scientific Romanceby Ronald

Wright. Alfred A. Knopf Canada,

1997. Hardback. 309 pages.-676-
970567

A Scientific Romande a thoughfprovoking
look at the near andtermediate future, a
contemporaryanswer to books lik&984and
BraveNew World Itsimmediate inspiration
is The Time Machinby H.G. Wells and it

opens with an account

discovery of the actual machine which
Wells based his famous novBlavid
Lambert, who tells this story e form of
notes and computelocuments adressed to
his friends, is anuseum curator with a
special interest iWictorian machinery and
when hdocates the time machine he is
irresistibly compelled to upgrade it with
computer equipment and to try his luak
making it work again. He moves intioe
future and takes a detailed lookBattain in
the year 2500, but his heartresally engaged
with the idea of takinghe machine into the
past so that he capturn to his early life and
undo all themistakes he made with friends
andlovers. The accoumtf what seems to
have happened to civilization over thext

few centuries is gripping, adfr i ght 6 s

elegy for past mistakes, bdtical and
personal, and global amstcietal, is
haunting. This is a book with great deal to
say to teenagers. MM

Idoru by William Gibson. G.P. Putnam,
1996. Hardback. 292 page$€)-399-141308

Vancouver writer William Gibson is
credited with inventing the teroyberspace
so it is only natural to expehts work to
explore the cutting edges t&fichnology.
This book looks at he thereality of
contemporary definitions afelebrity may
intersect in the future witthe creation of
virtual personalities, development which
opens up whole neterritories of cult
potential. Set in 2kcentury Japan, at least
for the partsvhere itis not located in some
virtual world, the book tells the story of rock
star Rez who is rumored to be planning a
marriage to Rei Toei, a virtual pop idmi
idoru. The book combines two storiehich
are told in alternating chapterme about
Colin Laneywhose talent fospotting
patterns in apparently randarullections of
data enables him to findork in unlikely
places, the other aboGhia a 14yearold
famm df Ret 4&nd hisocla groupa The fornat
has its annoyinghoments as one cliff
hanger afteanotherhas to be held in
suspension foa chapter while the
alternating storynoves ahead. The
discontinuity whichthus develops feeds into
the pervasivasense of the precarious borders
betweerreal and virtual that dominates the
story. This book has its own wedite with
some interesting passages which Gibson
chose to delete from the book. MM

No b o dy bysSea8 StewartAce
Books, 1995 (1993). Paperback.
273pages. 8141-001289

No b o dy,bsSedd Gtewart, is a ot a
hybrid. First published by Maxwell
Macmillan in 1993, it won the Canadian
Library Association Young Adult Boo&f
the Year Award for that year. It hasw
been reissued by Ace Books itheir adult
line. It is a book fomdolescents,
nonetheless, especially ftirose who like
their fantasycomplex ancthallenging. The
happy ending happemsthe first chapter of
No b o d y;éheresBSobthe book is



devoted to exploringvhat happens
afterwards. Complexunny, baroque and
profound, it is a rarbut happy example of
high fantasywhich can apeal to those
readers whalo not normally enjoy fantasy,
as well aglelighting the true aficionados.
MM

The Ivory and the Hornby Charles de

Lint. Tom Doherty Associates, 1995.
Hardback. 318pages. 8812855637

The Ivory and the Horrby Ottawawriter
Chates de Lint, is bound tappeal to fans of
his work. A collectiorof linked short
stories, set in the fiction&wn of Newford,
it sets its hauntedharacters in a world of
contemporaryoncerns and traumas.
Homelessnes®ating disorder, child abuse
andterminally low selfesteem are the
familiar-sounding problems which calp
spirit assistance. The stories varyangth
from slight to substantial and witke greeted
with enthusiasm by readengho like the
way de Lint treads the lingetween horror
andold-fashionechauntings. MM

The Case of Emily V. Minervay Keith
Oatley. 1994 (1993). Paperback. 407
pages. 6433-392398

The term speculative fiction usuattpvers
material set in the future, but thheok
speculates about the past, mixfagt and
fiction in an engaging angrovocative way.
Suppose Sherloddolmes and Sigmund
Freud had worketbgether on a single case;
what might wehave learned from their joint
efforts?Oatley frames his narrative as a set
of documents presented and footnoted by a
cortemporary psychologist. The storytadd
by Freud himself, by Dr. Watsoand by the
eponymous patient, Emily \in genre terms
it can be described asvaurder mystery, a
novel of child abuse lesbian love story,
and probably one dwo others. Readers
with even a modestackground
understanding of Freud aitblmes will
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find much to enjoy in thisovel, which has
been irresistiblydescribed by David Lodge
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Poetry

Night Work: The Sawchuk Poemby
Randall Maggs. London, ON:

Brick Books, 2008.187 pages.
Paperback. 9781-89407862-7

Terry Sawchuk was a legendary hockey
goalie back in the days wheoalies wore
no masks and had no bacg goalie in the
wings to takeover wherthey were hurt.A
hero for the Detroit Red Wings in tlearly

1950s, he was nevertheless traded to Boston,

and after thaserved on a number of
different teams.In 1967, he backstopped
theToronto Maple Leafs as they won the
Stanley Cup, beating Montrealthe year of

Canada's centennial and the last year that the

NationalHockey League was composed of
only six teams.

In this book of poems, tded with a
few interviews with
contemporariesRandall Maggs looks deep
into the heart of the gamand particularly
into the mystery of how goalies even
functioned undethe pressure of being
irreplaceable.

Here is an example of Maggs at
work, exploring the phenomenon @hying
hockey.

Fourfaced, the clock sees
everywhere.

Dead centre over the ice hiings
from chains.

The players glance up, exchange a
word, a sideward

look - less than a minute to gd.hey
know time's rough

and tumble.Space and time, that's
where they live,

arcs and angles, a quick move into
open ice.

S
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Their flashy physics.

Get going clock.
Slow down slow down.

No one in the building likes time's
pace. (49)

For anyone interested in hockey, this
book hugely rewards the care aattention
required to read itThe poems express
many differentvoices but it is often left to
realers to figure out who is speakinghe
result is a thoughtful,ismatic, 366degree
view of achallenging game and an
inscrutable superstar. Young readers
interestedn exploring this deep vision of an
aweinspiring game malike to equip
themselves wit some general background
%pprq{i%nﬂbg Sawchuk's career and
contemporaries (Wikipedia is helpful
here),in order to ground their reading.
Maggs supplies most of tlessential facts,
but he also assumes a certain level of
backgroundknowledge on theant of his
readers.

Very highly recommended for
thoughtful fans of hockey, or for thoadno
like to explore how supple poetry can be.
MM

The Office Tower Talebdy Alice Major.
Edmonton: University of Alberta Press,
2008. 252 pages. Paperback. 908
888645029

The Office Tower Tales a long poem
which reads like a novel. The story spans
nine months in 1999 during which three
women from a large engineering firm take
their coffee breaks together. Against a
backdrop of office towers, faébod eatems,
and harried people Aphrodite, receptionist,
and Pandora, accounting and saoiibe
grandma, wait impatiently for Sheherazad,
public relations, to spin her tales of everyday
people and their modewtay problems.



Although based in a downtown
Edmontorfood court, the setting could be
anymajor city, and even mundane spaces
become beaatiful in Major's poetic words:

Women's washroom. The polished floor
gleams bateen the rows of metallic stalls
like the long trail of moonlight

on waterthat lies listening to the calls

of twilit nature.

The stories are diverse, many about
situations teens of today are facing, and are
filled with longing, sadness and anger but
tempered with humour and hope.

The Office Tower Tales a paean tde

power of oral storytelling and should
encourage teen readers to tell their own
stories, as well as comparing Major's stories
with their earlier counterpart$ales from a
Thousand and One Nightshe Canterbury
Talesand Greek mythology. MH

Yesnoby Dennis Lee. Toronto:

House of Anansi Press, 2007.
Paperback. 62 pages. 978-88784

7585

This book is a companion tan, published
in 2003 and reviewed in thedlumn in
2003/4. LikeUn, it creates it®wn language
to contemplate thenrushing ruin of the
earth. Lee findpoints of optimism in one
poem, "noful(10)," he contrasts the "noful”
T theextinction of species, the "corporate
borgias"- with the "yeswardT thebelated
recognition that we need to taksgent
action. In "asif" (17), he talksbouta planet
"poised for a lastealcomeback.” His
pessimism is deejpowever, and his short,
dense poemeshallenge readers to ponder the
implications of his puns ("wastdeep'[47])
and his madeip words ("kneejerk
abracadaver" [58]) in all the llness of
threat that they imply so intensely. The
62 poems, packed into short lines amdses
but charged with compressedergy, speak
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to the contemporary crisis vivid ways.
MM

The Love Song of Laura Ingalls Wildeloy
Sharon McCartney. GibsonsLanding,
BC: Nightwood Editions, 2007.
Paperback. 101 pages.978-0-88971233
1

Readers of theittle Houseseries by Laura
Ingalls Wilder will havean informed entree
into this book of short poems, as the
subjectmatter is drawn from Wilder's
children's books abottie settlement ahe
American West.McCartney also draws on
biographical informatiombout Wilder that
never made it into the series (such as the
shortlife of her one brother who is elided
right out of the children'sooks). Many of
the poems refer teery particular elements

of thebooks:Ai Ma' s Gr een Del ai
AThe Log That d&uangl s on
Construction of the Litt

Wi nd at D eso BrtheHowever, a n d
these are not poems for
P e n fiermirds us.

Theshort sample of titles listed
above give some indication of the theme of
this book- in many of the poems McCartney
focuses on objectsr particular people at
particular times in the sagét would
bepossible to read this book without
knowing thelittle Housebooks bubeing
able to match the riff to the original version
increases theesonance of these interesting
poems. MM

Quick by Anne Simpson. Toronto:
McClelland & Stewart, 2007.

Paperback. 107 pages. 9787710

80913

The opposite of "quick" isometimesslow"
but in this book the quick is motdérectly
used in its meaning of "life" and
contrasted with the dead. Simpson is
concerned with life in the body, and witie
limits of life and the limits of deatf.he
poems draw on animal life, @ncient myths



and legends, on thmwers of water and the Leonard Cohen is a singer, a songwriser

glories ofnature, to explore what we a poet. Sometimes the bordeetween these
understandintuit and barely grasp about occupations are fuzzfight works from this
living anddying. Simpson uses the pageina new collection opoems appeared on
variety of ways to shape the readinghef Coheno6s TeONelvSddgmnd two
poems, making use of linegpacesfonts, more aregperformed by Amni on her 2006
and layout to carve meaning outiok and recording,Blue Alert Being set tanusic
paper. She creates a vividage, wrings may discipline a poem in a variedy ways,
meaning from it and lets go; for example, particularly with regard to pa@nd rhythm,
these linesfront Wi nt er 0 ( 4 9) : bitSdhenrhasialways beamaster of
glance at thehape/l made lying down. making a strictly paceduatrain of verse
Body that isno longer bodybut the skin of flow in the most limpidvay and some of the
a wish.How do we get up/ walk out of memorable poems this collection still
ourselves?0 It is a r manifestthivitieught f ul and
engrossing set of poems. MM This is Cohepoéns first
in twenty years. He is an old maow, but
Inventory by Dionne Brand. Toronto: much of the subjeatatter ofthis book will
McClelland & Stewart, 2006. appeal to young readeiBhe collection
Paperback. 100 pages.-37101662X includes manylifferentkinds of verse on a
Di onneds Br an ddblsisamn e we brbad rarge dopigg, illbstrated by
contemporary and as tumultuoustias news numerous drawingdone by Cohen himself.
from around the world over thmast six Many of thesallustrations are selportraits,
years of the 2lcentury. Heresonant long andthde ocus on AWho am | ?0
poem is crafted as anventory of the manyof the poems as well. MM
upheavals, wars aratises of the new
century. With hecharacteristic richness Elegyby E.D. Blodgett.Photographs
language andnagery, Brand offers a by Yukiko Onley. Edmonton:
lamentation fothe casualties of unending University of Alberta Press, 2005.
wars, thedevastation of cities that fills our Paperback. 83 pages.-88864450-7
nightly television screens, and the inability Blodgett, a poet whose earlier work hvesn
of those who view these upheavals to make  the Governor General's award miore than
sense of a world in pain. Her invento one occasion, wasommissioned by Yukiko
draws on news clips, military reports, Onley to writea poen in memory of her late
international political figures, famowstreet husbandToni Onley. Toni Onley was a
names, dates of disasters &ratyments of landscape painter who died when pliane
well-rememberedevolutionary songs and crashed into the Fraser River aspnactised
poems to askurning questions about our taking off and landing. Whaesulted from
accountability for world disasters. Heoan this initial commission is ahole book of
is sobering and haritting. Asshe linked poems, delidaly illustrated with
concludes| have nothing soothing to tell photographs.
you,t hat 6 s my fobisnyrevjse® b , Blodgett takes an elegy to be a
and revise thidristling list, hourly. 1J transmutation of raw grief that renders it
universal rather than particular. In thisok,
Book of Longingby Leonard Cohen. strict formal limits are part of that
Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 2006. transmutation process; each poem sbeEst
Hardback. 232pages. 0771022344 threeline verses, and the collectgmems
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draw on the same limited paletie
metaphors: rain, rivers, trees. But the
rawness of grief survives, as in this brief
example:

How did | dare to say

that | would be the one

that would forget you

rather | should ask
what do rivers recall
when they go down to sea

so | stare at the sea
and know that | am not
recalled or known or seen (27)

Those readers fortunate enoughave
escaped intense sorrow may fileémselves
tourists in this bleakandscape, but thers
no age limit fothose who recognize the
terrain.Blodgett has taken on a formidable
challenge and in this book he attempts to
speak the unspeakable. Those whmab
know how even to start to exprabeir
feelings may well be grateful tom. MM

Readng like a Girl by Rishma Dunlop.
Black Moss Press, 2004. Paperback.

96 pages. 8887533965

As its title suggests, many of the poems
this book discuss reading. The author
grounds her accounts of readingspecific
backgrounds: she was bornlimdiaand
grew up in Ontario anQuebec; her
girlhood spanned the 196@ad 1970s, but
some of her poems alsalk about reading
with her daughter atlater date. She does
not addresguestions of reading in abstract
or generalized terms but is precise about
what it is that she is reading on agiyen

The book is not exclusivelgbout
reading; other poems addreggestions such
as shifting from oneulture to another, both
for herself anaven more intensely for her
mother. Shealso writes about being a
universitystudent and being teacher of
universitystudents. The language is
appealing andpproachable, but there is
plenty of meatn this small book. MM

The Griffin Poetry Prize Anthology: A
Selection of the 2004 Shortligdited by
Phyllis Webb. House of AnansPress,
2004. Paperback. 106 pages.
0-887846998

This anthology offers selections pbems
from the seven books shdistedfor the
2004 Griffin prize. One of thevorld's most
prestigious literary award#)e Griffin
Poetry prize is givefor the best bdks of
poetry published ifEnglish in Canada and
worldwide.Phyllis Webb, the distinguished
Canadian poet who was one of jhdges
for the 2004 award selected gh@ems for
this anthology. They includeorks by four
international poets arttiree Canadianget
finalists and rangwidely in theme, style
and language.

Di Brant's poems of lament for
pollution in Canada are finely craftead
socially conscious. She laments "thenes
of old horses and dead Indians/dmnsh
virgin land, dripping with fruit/ andhe
promise of wheat, /overlaid witilass and
steel/ and the dream of speép.' 63). In
contrast, Leslie Greentree, thecond
Canadian poet shelisted, has @omic and
conversational style whiattraws on the
minutiae of everyday lifdn her poem "l
was a gate," she writed:hold my shiny

occasiori and the listranges froma d i e s 6 new electric drill/listerto its highpitched

Home JournabhndMiss Chatelaineto
Chekhov and&Gadako andhe Thousand
Paper CranesThespecificity of the step
into a particulatextual world is a major part
of thecharm of these poems.

whine/ it is fairlyleaping in my
hand/tingling through mgrm my
shoulder/waking all my boneg¢f). 38). The
third Canadian finalishighlighted, and the
eventual wnner ofthe 2004 Canadian



award, is Anné&impson, the internationally
recognizedgoet from Nova Scotia.
Selections fromher poems included here are
bleak butbeautifully crafted, exploring the
nightmares of history and destructi¢imom
the devastation dhe TwinTowers: "A fold
on air. We're smokalrifting" (p. 91), to the
larger view ofwhat remains after death: "A
tattoo ofwounds" (p. 100), Simpson
eloquentlyexplores the ravages of time and
history.The four finalists for the
internationaklward aresimilarly skillful.
Theselections gathered together for this
anthology offer a dramatic and resonant
introduction to some of the most exciting
poetry being written in English today. 1J.

Un by Dennis Lee. Anansi, 2003.
Paperback. 61 pages.-88784685-8
Readers who have grown up with Dennis
Leebs poems for chil
surprised to discover that this slim boak
poems plays many word gama@$iose who
know Lee only through thexuberance and
gl ee of
be surpriseat theferocity that fuels many
of these shorgomplex poems. The first
poeml aunches a
(3), and Lee pl ains
many aspects of contemporary lifeT h e
earth is in shock. You must baart , 0
(45), andhis bleakperspective informs
many pages in thisook. But not all: gleams
of gratitudefor life itself also shine through
thetumult of his elaborate and pessimistic
word pl ay. For examp
how/dumbfound how/dazzledpw/mortally
lucky tob e 0
anot her
(23). Overall, howeveit is the
fearsomeness of our predicamdérdt
engages his apprehensive attentiad his
visceral language. MM

he

An Ark of Koansby E.D. Blodgett.
lllustrated by Jacques Brault.University

d

hpoeams mdy, hbwevere n 6
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of Alberta Press, 2003Paperback. 68
pages. 6888644043

E.D. Blodgett celebrates miracles and
mysteries of life, and also plays with
language. A koan is an apparently
meaningless puzzle designed to heighten
awareness oftith, a term from Zen
Buddhi sm. Bl odgett ds
little quatrains about different animaénd
the extreme discipline of his form
contributes to the paradox of broaganing
compressed and expressed snall space.
His observations about tlafferent birds
and animals are delightfuthen taken
individually; put togethethey create a vast
sense of the richness|Ide on earth. A very
appealing shortollection. MM

When your Voice Tastes like Home:
Immigrant Women Writeedited by
Prabhjot Warrhal andhNild Sornaga
Carten. Second Story Press, 2003.
Paperback. 171 pages.-89676471-1
This collection of short stories apdems
effers fascinating and movirgjimpses in
the diverse experiencesiaimigrant
women moving to Canadeom countries

count do wamund thedworld3Therak storigs,andu n o
w i poemstofrsadnesemding, despair, hiapey O

excitementstrength and determination.
Somg of thawriting is factual and straight
forward;some is lyrical and evocative. For
oneimmigrant, Canada feels "like a flat
squareslippery gray building/ yostumble
upon” (page 9). For anothéwinter chill
aumbstsiaverm@ tyrediody” fpsge 89).
Some of the writerface the oppression of

( 4 2)hesaysono/ be, oracism or thdreakdown of a marital
0 c c as iwoonn,d efirios relationslapotharssstsuggte to overcome

homesickness dabey embrace their new
country. The anthology finely balances
nostalgic writing about the past wiriting
that looks forward to a presesmd future of
hope and new life. In theords of Rosita
Ferrero de Estable: "Leis build other
bridges/ with a preentand a tomorrow. /

cho



We cannot remaistill* (page 155). IJ

The Garden Where She Dreanhy
Rebecca LuceKapler. Borealis Press,
2003. Paperback. 83 pages-88887

2739

In this collection of resonant poems,
Rebecca Luc&apler explores multifaceted
experiences of life amdomanhood. In the
first section,"Gardeof the Moon," the
poems are intensefyersonal, as she reflects
on childhoodexperiences. She feels the
warmth of hemother's body "falling over
the houselike feathers" (p. 4), remembers
"coyoteson distant hills/ calling home" (p.
10), revives memories of lying with friends
in sleeping bags "like pickles orbarrel/feet
touching feet/as rain clattered the tin
roof é" Irfsectioniwd,)Rainforest,”
Luce-Kapler's poems amedicated to the
painter and writer, Emily Carmterweaving
stories and dreams &imily's life with those
of her ownexperiences. These poems are
rich with nature and dream imagery and
filled with a yearning for understanding the
connectedness of womeliiges: "l openthe
door/ invite her in/ before cold spréym
the seal/ pal esp.®gr
These are the poems that meiectively
anchor the collectiorengaging readers with

the power ofanguage to breathe life into the

memories and pasgbilities of Carr's lifeand

to feel resonances with womem'periences
through the age$n the final section, "The
GardensNVhere She Dreams," Lud€apler
moves tihough more contemporary
experiences of adulthood as she explores
tactile pleasures of lovand sees hawn
experiences reflected in tkeamatic forces
of nature. The openingnes of her final
poem perhaps beatticulate the attraction of
this collectionof poetry: "The dawn sky stirs
hershadows, makes lucid the/ dark
cornerse.
reflect dark corners affomen'’s lives,
illuminating the shadowsf memory and
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drawing the past into tharesent. It is a
collection well worthreading. 1.J.

Eunoia by Christian Bok. Coach
House Books, 2001. Paperback. 105
pages9781-55245092-5
AHassan drafts
that a taxman p
AWhenever Hel en
her sewn vestments reflect her
resplendenceo
AWriting 1 s i
scribbling in ink with pidgn
ABrown storks
schools of sm
ADul ut h dump

(p.78).

B°koés clever poetry
Griffin Prize, is an incrediblachievement
that took Bokseven yearto complete. Each
chapter contains onlgne vowel, and the
unique character arfthvour of each vowel
shine through ithe narratives that emerge
in the bookFrom the lyrical nature of the
Al , 0 jtoeutllae t one of
morevulgar fAiU, 0 the book
that Boknteap dcreeseé tore than a clever
wordgame.

The word AEunoi ao
Abeauti ful thinkingo;
English word that contains all fivewels.
Bok describes his bodkunoiaa s i a
uni vocal | iwiplfollg crippre®
its language in order to shdhat, even
under such improbabnditions of duress,
language can stiixpress an uncanny, if not
sublimet houghto (p. 103).
toread in one sitting. The intensity of the
language and theomplexity of thestrange
narratives encourage readerslip in and
out of the book, savouring tie@nguage and
enjoying the wit andntensity of the writing.

& is hard not tdoe intrigued byEunoiaand
impossiblenot to admire the skill, dexterity

t he
ma k €
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andmusical texture of this unique book. 1J

The Hornbooks of Rita Kby Robert
Kroetsch. University of Alberta Press,
2001. Paperback. 105 pages: 88864372
1

Rita Kleinhart disappeared in 1992 at the
age of 55, according to this unusual and
attractive bookAccording to Raymond,
the compiler of this collection, she had
published 98 short poems before her
disappearance from an art museum in
Frankfurt. The hornbooks afgmentary
texts, including both Ritather, often
unfinished poems aridaymond's rueful
reflections on Rita'fe. Numbered and
presented out afhronological order, they
build up to gpicture of a life and also a story
of arelationship. Rita's artistic intentions,
Raymond's proprietorial archival efforemd
the blurring of both chronolggandactual
events open many spaces faeader to
engage in making sense of thhole. Over
the course of the book, thisoject becomes
an unsettling operatiathat creates oddly
prismatic andghimmering effects without
ever leadingo a sense of sealy knowing
whatreally matters. MM

Midland by Kwame Dawes. Gooskane
Editions, 2001. Paperback. 9pages.
0-86492299-X

Dawesd | at e st cotcermed
predominantly with images dfelonging,
displacement, loss and desifée poems
are set ira variety ofcountries around the
world, drawingorDawe s 6 o wn
in theCaribbean, Africa, England, Ireland
andthe United States. His writing is
haunting and evocative, inviting reader®
the fAisnotty habfl so
London(39)t he fAscarred
Bel fastds hearto (24)
Carolina dawn when the cotton fieldgre

bl anchedo driatid3jearchlofiak e
vill ageo ( 1a@&i)hjsménmones s

of
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and
mu sAcPhaieof Stigsordy Sharon Thesen

and his dreams afifferent times and
different placesBornin Ghana, growing up
in Jamaicastudying and teaching in New
Brunswick, and now South Caroliraawes
brings to his poems much of logvn rich
diasporic life experiences. Has already
won a major award iBritain for his poetry
collections, andhasbeen highly praised for
his rootedsensibilities and the vibrancy of
hislanguage. His poems are easy to read but
hard to forget. IJ

Handwriting by Michael Ondaatje.
Vintage Canada, 2000 (1998)aperback.
78 pages. 676972454, Handwriting by
Michael Ondaatje. Random House
Canada Audiobooks,2000. Audiotape.
Read by author.Playing time: 50 minutes.
0-676:972780

This hearrending yet lyrical collectionf
Ondaatj ebs p o eandiqtapd, n
draws on mythologies andemories of Sri
Lanka. Wit his usuatlelicate style and
evocative use dahnguage, Ondaatje weaves
images ofandscape, war, forgotten

language antbst love. He contemplates a

t i me thevewasno book of the forest,
nobookof the sea, 0 when
occurredon waves,/omeaves, the scripts of
smoke, 0 (6). Thtesseduct.
poems is overwhelming, evevhen the

nuances of language areferences to place
remandamtalizinglspeyond easy access.
Available both inprint and on audiotape,
this poetrycollection resnates in theme,
moodand ocati on with

pri

fi ha

Ondaat

e X pAenri iGledss Bathshave a tragic, seductive

power that are amazing in their ability to
denote beauty, nostalgia and anguisthe
same breath. IJ
Adirty |lighto
AnarssirPtessP00® Papesbback. 7@ gr ay
pages. 688784647-5

&hardn Thesen writes with the sharp

precisignsand cutting edge suggestedhay



title of her new poetry collection. displays heperceptive eye for capturing the

Contemporary, everyday scenes are ordinaryimages of life in poetic form as she
transformed by her wit and sensdaftasy. invites readers to share in heonderment
Her subject mattes often thebanal: of the places andgople shdoves. 1J
walking the dog, watching T\4itting on a
plane. But she has the ability create Tales for an Urban Skyy Alice Major.
surrealist landscapes from thesdinary Broken Jaw Press, 199%aperback.
events, infusing her writingiith images of 93 pages. 489664711-1
pop culture, wittycommentaries and hints of This book is the first ever winner of the
the magicalTwice shortlisted for the Poet 6s Corner Awag d, whi
GovernorGener al 6s awar d f partof theaelebragion of the 150
Theseroffers intelligent reflections on the anniversary ofredericton, NevBrunswick.
potential chaos and magical possibiliteé#s The winning poet, howeveis from Alberta,
modern life. 1J and her poems are settire urban landscape
of Edmonton. Thdook is divided into four
Long Girl Leaning into the Windby sections: Tale®r an urban sky, The
Janet Fraser. Killick Press, 2000. number godsScenes from the Sugar Bowl
Paperback. 64 pagesl-89429421-1 Café, andstar semg night. Each section
Maritimer Janet Fraser presentsrafatively containsa series of linked poems, all of
short freeverse poems in thisttractive which evoke the resonances of
book. Many of them teBtories of family contemporaryity life while drawing on the
life and talk about therises of growing up. languageand imagery of older, more rural
Some are rootenh the specific geography of mythologies. Many images involve the
places in thétlantic Provinces, particularly moon and stars, which of course dre t
StJohndés, but this f acdameda everyomepthough mmuctshardeo u t
those readers who may not recognize see from the city. The resulting boiskvivid
particular referencesher sense of the and thought provoking, and many cases
general truth of the complexities of life memorable. Major is sharp observer of
recognizable to all. MM innercity life. MM
The Bridge that Carries the Roally Through You Iby E.D. Blodgett The
Lynn Davies. Brick Books, 1999. University of Alberta Press, 1997.
Paperback. 91 pages.-89407801-2 Paperback. 74 pages.-888643047
Lynn Davieso6 first c olTHiséesa toilection obnew goems frasre
chronicles life in the Maritimes in\ariety awardwinning poet, E.D. Blodgettn his
of tones and styles, ranging frahort usual style, Blodgett speaks to fh@wver of
poems with complex syntax tonger pieces love and friendship and thwtter-sweet
in poetic prose. Alherpoems offer a strong resonances of loss. Thereaisnusica
sense of immediacgnd a rich use of guality to these poems withemes and
metaphor in theiexploration of the beauty variations echoing throughe words and
of thelandscape and the everyday wonder images. Nature and tledements speak
andtribulation of family life. Davies writes through the power dbve relationships, the
with an intensity and carefplerceptiveness delights of thebody and remembrances of a
that bring ordinay eventsnto new focus. motherwhose presence is still strongly
This collectionnominated for the 1999 realizedin the garden she loved. 1J

GovernorGener al 6s Award for Poetry,
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Apostrophes: Woman at a Piartoy powerful and poetic insight into

E.D. Blodgett. Buschek, 1996. discrimination and the ability afdividuals
Paperback. 72 pages.-96999040-5 to transcend cultural andcial barriers.
This is the collection that received the Dumont 6s prpatant agditionsto a n
Governor Gener altiiss A we&anadiarf writingltRBlmead have a particular
past year . Teaem8I| odg e appdaaldmdblessesrts in their exploration of
resonatevith images of flowersyrees, their own social and cultural identities. 1J
winds, rain and water. Hiistinctive
writing style has echoes 8hakespearean Morning in the Burned Hou®: New
sonnets remagined incontemporary verse. Poemsby Margaret Atwood.
A collection thatwill be read and reead by McClelland & Stewart, 1995.
anyone whdoves poetry. IJ Hardback. 127 pages. &/71008309

Mar gar et Atwoodpgostryl at est
A Saving Grace: The Collded Poems resonates with the sarbeightness of
of Mrs. Bentleyby Lorna Crozier. imagery, crafted languagad incisive
McClelland & Stewart, 1996. perspectives of her earlierorks. In
Hardback. 98 pages. &/71024800 addition, a number of theg@ems blend
Lorna Croziero6s new b mghologedl ang luseticdigured wsth
dedicated to the memory of Sincl&oss. At woodos p o wfehe blaakness, i si on
More than 50 years after tipaiblication of violence and occasionaumor of
Ro s s 6 Aatfar Meannd My House contemporary life. Many of theoems are
Crozier reimagines thevoice of Mrs. disturbing, some angassionate, others
Bentley and the mythicabwn of Horizon, poignant. This ig poetry collection that
Saskatchewan in tHeirty Thirties through offers rewards foreaders of all ages. 1J
her sequence gioetry. The poems explore
the despaiand struggle of living with Model Familiesby Shirley A. Serviss.
drought andoneliness but also resonate Rowan, 1992. Paperback.

with thehaunting beauty of the prairie skies Unpaginated. 289583602-6
andl andscapes. Mr s . B e Mrslentbook of poentdylodet Famikesdeals

eloquent yet enigmatic. Contemporary with a very adult perspective on msue
readers will find the poems offer new which isimportant to manyeenagers: step
insights and new perspectives into the families. The poems axgritten by a woman
complex lives of women and the cruel with a husband, daughter and a stegon,
beauty of nature.iCo zi er 6 s c ol | eacdttheyxploretlie complexities of the
poetry is a fascinating literagxperience manyrelationships implicit in such a family
both for readers who afea mi | i ar wi arfangéhers with delicacy and insight.
novel and for thoseho are not. |1J Those who ge growing up as thehildren of
blended families may find @ew slant on
A Really Good Brown Girby Marilyn some complicatedmotions. MM

Dumont. Brick, 1996. Paperback. 77
pages. 091962676-9

Dumont is aMetis poet whose writing
celebrates her heritage while it mocksd
explores white condescension and
misunderstanding. At times poignant,
humorous, fierce and courageous, sfiers
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Mystery and true crime

The Boys in the Treeby Mary Swan.

New York: Henry Holt and Company,
2008. Paperback. 207 pages.9780-8050
86706

Toronto writer Mary Swan has written a
story about a murdemot aconventional
mystery because there is never any doubt
about thenurderer and not much about the
motive. Nevertheless, she borrows
astrategy from the standard whodunits by
revealing thet®ry in slowdegrees.The

murder occurs partway through the book and

it would be apity to reveal too much about
what happens (for the same reageagders
are advised to avoid the blurb on the back).
The story igeally about the subtle buiap

of everts and personalities theteate the
conditions for the crime, and then about the
wideningripples of its aftermath in a
nineteentkcentury Canadian town.
Thebook is about several different boys
who climb trees for differerurposes at
different pointan time, but it is also a story
of manyother people in a traumatized
community. Swan is subtle angerceptive,
and the story is extremely absorbintust as
in conventional murder mysteries, readers
must keep their wits workinigecause the
narratives oflifferent members of the town
link in waysthat are not always immediately
obvious. The attentive readenowever, will
be well rewarded with a rich sense of both
theindividuality of various characters and
also the strength argignificance of the
communal web that connects thenfhis

book ishard to put down. MM

By the Time You Read Thigy Giles
Blunt. Toronto: Vintage

Canada 2007/2006. Paperback. 308
pages. 978-679-315001

This book is the fourth in the fine series
of detective stories featuringldn
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Cardinal, other titles of which have been
reviewed in this column. The title hints
at a suicide note, and by the end of

the first chapter, Cardinal has been
devastated by a suicide very close to
home. At the same time, his colleagues
are pursuing @redator who abuses
children and posts the images online.
The two subplots weave occasionally
overlapping threads through the novel
and by the time their relationship to each
other is fully revealed, the book

is building to a tense climax. The book
is hardto put down and readers may
wish to make sure they have reading
time available before they begin. Blunt's
account of Cardinal's grief is subtle and
compelling, and his narrative of the
impact of suicide raises this novel above
the level of simple crimedtion. MM

A Journeyman to Grieby Maureen
Jennings. Toronto: McLelland &

Stewart, 2007. Paperback. 352 pages.
9780771043383

Inspector William Murdoch is back in

the seventh of Maureen Jennings'
mysteries set in Toronto in the late
1800s. This time ouhe's investigating

the murder of a livery stable owner who
was apparently horsewhipped to death
before being strung up in his stable. The
man's wife and employees don't seem
very heartbroken, and a series of motives
emerges. Soon after, a member of
Toronto's black community is murdered,
and his death is related to the first.
Intertwined with Murdoch's case are
several chapters about a black woman
abducted from Canada decades earlier,
and sold into slavery in the U.S. As the
novel unfolds, these twagparate stories
converge. As always, Jennings' historical
research is impeccable, bringing late
Victorian Toronto to life in all itsplendour
and seediness. We also seelibginnings of



social changes that herdlie end of the
Victorian era in the fornof Murdoch's
romance with Amy Sladéhe trouser
wearing "New Woman." HG

No Time for Goodbyéy Linwood
Barclay. New York: Bantam, 2007.
Hardback, 338 pages. 97/8-553-805550
The hard hitting prologue introduces the
reader to teenage Cynthia Bigge ifght

after she has been found drunk, having been

discovered lying to her parents, and taken
from her date's parked vehicle by her
outraged father. Cynthia wakes up defiant
but this quickly changes as she realizes that
her parents and brother have disappea

not to be heard from again. The reader then

moves twentyfive years to follow the adult
Cynthia who is revisiting the mysterious
scene for a national reality television show
andan attempt to lay her own haunting fears
to rest. Cynthia, her husbanerfy, a high
school teacher, and their young daughter as
well as family friends become more and
more drawn into the search for answelsit
someone does not want the answers found!

This is a fast paced read that has
several loose ends in the solving loé t
mystery but these loose ends will not be
detrimental to the enjoyment and overall
discovery of the truth behind the
disappearance of Cynthia's family. Teen
readers will easily sympathize with the
teenage Cynthia's behaviour and emotional
roller-coastethat permeates the novel as
well as the relationship that the teacher,
Terry, has with some of his moreluctant
students.

(Barclay is a columnist for the
Toronto Star) GdV

Dead in the Water: An Anthology of
Canadian Mystery Fiction edited by
Violette Malan and Therese
Greenwood. Toronto, ON: RendeVous
Press, 2006. Paperback. 312 pages
9781-89491%37-7

60

Since over 80 percent of Canadians Inear
a body of water, be it a lake, oceanyiver,
water can be a handy devieten thinking
of murde. The nineteeshort stories in this
collection, celebratéf one can use such a
word here) botimurder and the Canadian
connection tavater from one coast to the
other, withstops along the way. Various
genres arencluded as well as we begin the
voyagerevisiting the death of Group of
Sevenartist Tom Thompson, referred to
onlyasit he paintero as
historicalfiction tales. The vast majority of
thestories, however, are realistic fiction,
happening to your neighbours just ttaer
day. A gossover tale by Tanyduff brings

in the supernatural as well asvhisper of
First Nation beliefs whicks almost the only
indication that Canadaas a multicultural
population.

While many of the narrators are
middle-aged women, there is enouigére to
interest the young adult readeterested in
both short stories andurder mysteries.
From the pain of firstove to the lure of lost
treasure and othéggends and back again to
dysfunctionafamilies, this collection is an
enjoyableexperiencé a goodplace to get
your feet wet! GdV

Under the Bridge: The True Story dhe
Murder of Reena Virk,by Rebecca
Godfrey. Toronto: Harper Collins, 2005.
Hardcover. 346 pages. ®0-2000679

One reviewer has compared this book to
Truman Capote'sn Cold Blood,andthe
comparison is an apt one. Like Capote,
Rebecca Godfrey spent several years
gaining the trust of the participants in a
notorious murder case. What emerges is
complex, heartbreaking story that givesv
meaning to the cliahof "a senseless act of
violence." In 1997 in thevorking-class
Victoria suburb of ViewRoyal, an awkward,
troubled 14yearold named Reena Virk was
swarmed andeverely beaten by a group of

wel



her peersand then murdered by two of the
teens inthe group. A media frenzy erupted,
with many snap judgements being made
about violent teens and "bad girl&bdfrey
spent seven years on this bogkiting to
know the Virk family, theperpetrators of the
crime, their friendsand the police and
lawyers involved irthe case. With
extraordinary #iention todetail, she depicts
the events that causad'girl fight" to
escalate into murder, atige effects of these
actions on thearticipants. The title is
somewhasensationalized and inaccurate,
becausevhat really happened under the
bridgeremainsunclear in the end, the
pictureblurred by time, the faulty memories
of traumatized witnesses, and ttentinuing
denials of the maiperpetrator, Kelly Ellard.
What does emerge is a nuantaie
of how disparate toxic ingredientan
combine in arexplosive brew thdeads to
murder. The book answers tb#-asked
guestion, "What kind of kidsould do such a
thing?" Many of theyouths involved came
from troublednomes. Reena Virk lived
outside thegparental home. Two of the girls
involvedin the beang lived in a group
home.Warren Glowatski, the only boy
involved, was the child of an alcoholic
mother and an absent father, living
precariously with a school friend. Pritar
the murder, his acquaintangeiversally
described him as swenaturedgentke and
respectful to th@dults in his life. The author
excels incapturing the contradictions in his
character, his remorse and fyerspective he
gains on his crime witthe passing of years.
Kelly Ellard remains an enigma, and the
portrait thatemerges bher is of a sociopath

thatnormal people are probably incapable of

understanding. However, the other
characters emerge as complex, wikwn
individuals, rather than tHerious mass that
was presented in threedia. Teens will find
in this bookpeople hey can identify with,

andperhaps some food for thought on their
own peer relationships. HG

The Red Power Murders: MreadfulWater
Mysteryby ThomasKing writing as

Hartley GoodWeather. Toronto:
HarperCollins, 2006. Paperback. 317
pages. 600-639551.

In this second novel mystery novehturing
retired policeman and preseatay
photographer Thum@dsreadfulWater, King
explores thentersection of past and present
not onlyfor the main character, but for
society asvell. Thumpsis hired as a
photographewhen a renowned Indian
activist arriveon a book tour in the small
town of Chinook, South Dakota. At the
sametime, he reluctantly accepts the role of
deputy to make sure that the event doats
run amuck. But this is exactly whiaappens!
Faced with peopl from hispast and trying
to be comfortable in thpresent, Thumps
moves briskly, but naimoothly, towards
the convolutedolution. His journey is
accompanied bg cast of (mostly) likeable
charactersincluding Moses Blood, a Native
elderwhose storieand storytelling add
lucidity and humour.

A spare, wry writing stylesparkling
with humour, gentle pokes atademic life,
and stereotypes of teenaganputer geeks
makes this novedccessible and entertaining
for youngadult readers. While the main
chamactermay be a mature adult, his search
for hisown identity will also be appreciated
by teen readers. GdV

Piece of My Hearby Peter Robinson.
Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 2006.
Hardback. 380 pages. &/71076096.
PieceofMyHeart s Pet ers Robi
fifteenth book about Inspector Al&anks
and young adult mystery fans wiithd much
to enjoy about this latesistallment in the
series. The bookegins in 1969, at the end
of an outdoorock music festival at



Brimleigh BeaconNorth Yorkshire, which
featured bandkke Pink Floyd, Fleetwood
Mac, LedZeppelin, and a fictional band
called theMad Hatters. During the cleamp
fromt he concert, a
discovered. She had been stabbed in a
sleeping bag, with no identification other
than a fower painted on her cheek.
Detective Inspector Stanley Chadwick
investigates the murder, which takes him
deep into the sex, drugs, and rock asltof
the time.

Fast forward to the present day,
when another murder appears tdibked in
some way to té victim from1969. The
victim this time is a musiceporter who is
writing a story about th®ad Hatters for
Mojo magazine|nspector Banks, who is
assigned tonvestigate this new murder,
begins to seeonnections between his case
and theevents of 1969including the concert
at Brimleigh Beacon and the Mad Hatters.
Working with evidence that is almost 40
years old leads Banks to many dead ends
and makes talking to witnesses difficult,
especially one of the original membeifs
the Mad Hatters, a reclugivmusiciarwho
might have the answers Barkseds to
solve the case. Although teading is
somewhat predictabl®obinson
successfully brings the twiatertwined
stories to satisfyingonclusions.

Told in alternating chapterBjece
of My Heartmoves theeadembetween 1969
and the present day. Foll references to the
music and lifestyl®f the 1960sPiece of
My Hearthas &ast moving plot and well
developedinteresting characters. Young
adults,both those familiar with the series
andthose who areeaw to it, will engage
with the story and its cast of characters.
Highly recommended. JdG

Scare the Light Awayy Vicki Delany.
Poisoned Pen Press, 2005. Hardback.
337 pages. -69058141-5
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Rebecca McKenzie returns, afterasence
of 30 years, to hdrome town oHope

River, Ontarioto attend henot her 6 s
funeral. A successful bankerWancouver,

y 0 u n Rebegda hds besn rdcenviighppwed and

brings this grief to meatith her
dysfunctional family to honourer mother,
the only member of thamily with whom
she has remainecbnnected.

While coping with reuniting past
memories with present realities, Rebeisca
given a gi ft o fThroughr
these entries, beginning withe r
first meeting and continuingproughout the
rest of their mared lives,Rebecca begins to
understand, angossibly forgive, her family.
Whilst undertaking this emotional journey,
Rebecca also confronts the mystery of a
missing teenage girl, one who is knoten
have idolized

While this is esentially the adult
Rebeccads
around people in their teensthre past and
present, and explores thay that family
members and familigistory shapes their
lives.

A strong debut for Delany, who,
with a strong narrativeoice, createsibrant
main characterg/ho live in afully realized
small town on th&€anadian Shield. The

secondarygharacters are not as successfully

formulated as the family membeiihis is

not a fastpaced romp bubtne that deserves
careful readingyoungadult readers should
easily makeconnections to acquaintances in
theirown school and community
environment. GdV

Fifth Son by Barbara Fradkin.
Rendezvous Press, 2004. Paperback.
299 pages. 89491713-8

Fifth Sonis the fourth book in the
Inspector Green mystery series whiclses$
in Ottawa, Ontario. Barbara Fradkan,
practicing psychologist, uses curresgues
and Ottawa landmarks to credielievable

st or yrevolvasi ¢ h

mot h
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situations and interestirgjories. In the
latest book in the seriekispector Green
investigates the death afmysterious
stranger who fell from aabandoned church
tower in a quievillage near Ottawa.
Inspector Greeand his colleagues are
forced to decidevhether it is murder or
suicide. Wherthe victim turns out to be the
long lostson of a local family, Green must
delveinto the past, and regardless of police
procedure and policy, learn all he crout
the years of tragedy, madness dedth that
have plagued the family, order to solve
the mystery. As is the caseall the books

in this series, Inspect@reen's quest for the
truth often causesonflict with his family
and colleaguewhich creates additional
layers in thestory.

Fifth Sonrecently won an Arthur
Ellis Award for Best Novel. Easio-read
and with memorable characseFifth Sonis
sure to delight mystery fankspector
Green, like many goodetectives in
literature, is a slightlylawed but ultimately
good, charactawho is trying to do his best
for hisfamily and his job. His long suffering
colleagues have learné&maccommodathis
drive to solve crimes at any cost and
together create an interesting cast of
characters that will interest young adult
readers.

Although this is the fourth in a
series, it can be read alone or out of
sequence without losing any of timepact of
the story. The book as ahbject will appeal
to young adults. It islightly larger than a
mass markepaperback and the darkened
church orthe cover immediately causes the
readerto wonder what is going to happen in
thestory. Additionally, $135 price tag
makes it affordable for libraries or
individual readersFifth Sonis highly
recommended. JAG

Playing with Fire by Peter Robinson.
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McClelland and Stewart, 2004.

Hardback. 350 pages. &/71076061
Playing with Fire is the newest book in
PeterRobinson's mystery series about
Detective Inspector Alan Banks. In this
book, Banks and his colleague Annie
Cabbot investigate the deaths of tpaople,
each living on separate bargesored in a
deadend canal. The bargesere both set on
fire, killing the twooccupants and burning
much of theevidence. As Banks, Cabbot,
and fireinvestigator Geoff Hamilton begin
to pick through the ashes, they discover the
trail of accelerant leading from barge to
barge. Suddenly, they are no londealing
with an accidat, but withmurder. As Banks
and Cabbot sothrough the evidence, they
have manyuestions that need answering
beforethey can stop the arsonist from
striking again. As they get deeper into the
casethey discover more and more people
who have a motiveol murder especially
the boyfriend of one of theaurder victims
who bolted from thescene when the police
first arrived. Bythe end, with the list of
suspectmarrowed down, the detectives will
discover that playing with fire can be a
thrilling and dangesus game.

Set in a small community in
England Playing with Fireis full of
imaginative characters and enough plot
twists and turns to keep the most avid
mystery fans guessing until the very end.
Robinson has an extraordinary ability to
createwell-rounded characters thadntinue
to develop and grow with eactew book in
the series. Readers do matve to be
familiar with the other books the series
(there are 13 in the series)read and enjoy
Playing with Fire.Youngadults who are
new toPeter Robinsoand Inspector Banks
will be delighted tdind a new series by one
of Canada's bestystery writers. JAG

The Delicate Stornby Giles Blunt.



Seal Books, 2004 (Random Hous2003).
Paperback. 393 pages.-070429394

Giles Blunt sets his latestystery in the
northern Ontario community @lgonquin
Bay in the heart of aemendous ice storm.
This bookfeatures many of the characters
thatreaders first met ifrorty Words for
Sorrow; and develops some of ttleemes
that made that book such angossing read.
He is adept atonveying a rich and
convincing sensef location and the rigors
of a harsiCanadian winter haunt every page
of thishighly readable story.

When a body half eaten byears
shows up outside Algonquin Baetective
John Carthal begins arnvestigation that
eventually leads to thexploration of events
that occurred thirtyears earlier in a
different provinceentirely. Blunt is very
skillful at weavingcontemporary and
historical events antthemes into an
intriguing whole. K& alsodoes a terrific job
of demonstrating theverlap of personal and
professionalssues in the life of his hero.
Cardinal isconvincingly flawed and his
humanweaknesses affect his detection in
believable ways.

This book rises above tlvategory
of genre fiction; although theentral
mystery is absorbing, the largelements of
setting and character aggen more
engaging. MM

The Monitor by Janice MacDonald.
Turnstone Press, 2003. Paperback.

322 pages. 888012845

Randy Craig is a distaneglucator witha
local community college. To malends
meet she takes on the positiomajht
monitor for Babel, a cyberspacbkat room
owned by Chatgod, for th@ght shifts six
nights a weekTo begin with, Randy is
happywith her new position, but strga
thingsstart to happen in the chat room. A
regular chatter disappears, othershareing
private chats about murder aselx, and it
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appears that a contract killsrout there
somewhere. Although shmas been sworn to
secrecy as monitowhen Randy feslher

life is threatenedhe enlists the help of her
boyfriend, gpoliceman.

The Monitoris a work of fiction,but
it highlights the pitfalls of chaboms where
no one is necessarily whiey say they are,
and predators can lurklacDonald uses
email andnstantmessage format for much
of the bookand, with lots of twists and
turns, keepshe suspense right to the end.
MH

DreadfulWater Shows Ujpy Hartley
GoodWeather (Thomas King). Harper
Flamingo Canada, 2002. Paperback.

234 pages. M0-6391796
ThumpsDreadfulWater is a Cherokes-
cop turned photographer whodeagged into

the mystery of a computerr ogr ammer 0 s

death by his sometimever, Claire, whose
son is a primeuspect. The dead
programmer has bedrlping to set up a
major casino andesort funded by the tribal
council ofwhich Claire is head; her son,
Stick, isthe leader of the opposition to this
resort.

Writing under thenomde-plumeof
Hartley GoodWeather, King presemi®
politics of smaltown andreservation life in
an area (vaguelpcated in the United
States) where thagrairies meet the Rocky
Mountains. Theively characters and the
dynamiccultural tensions frame a classic
whodunit The result is a beguilingystery.
MM

That Sleep of Deatloy Richard King.
Dundurn Group, 2002. Paperback.

304 pages. 888822294

Many mystery novels benefit fromsérong
sense of local setting, and thisok is no
exception to that rule. SaWiseman is an
independent booksellgrhose shop borders
the grounds oMcGill University in



Montreal. Auttor Richard King, not co
incidentally, is aco-founder of Librarie
Paragraph&ookstore, which occupies a
similar position in the city geography.

The details of a bookseller's ligead
the specifics of the Montreal settibgth
enhance this storgonsiderablyThe
mystery itself follows mangonventional
lines (not a bad quality fa genre novel)
and exploits the authoffamiliarity with the
raw material innteresting ways.
Occasionally SarViseman gains police
confidence andlides into intenews he is
very unlikelyto be allowed to attend more
easily thara stern reader would find
realistic.However, this is not the first
mysterynovel to err on the side of broad
accesdy the sleuth to the kinds of essential
information needed to solve the stgry.
While it is a trifle predictable in placethis
book is charming and bodes well the
sequels that are promised. MM

Bones to Pickoy Suzanne North.
McClelland & Stewart, 2002.

Paperback. 268 pages.-87106800X
Phoebe Fairfax is billed on thadkcover of
this book as Canada's mestuctant sleuth.
In her third outing, sh&nds trouble among
the dinosaurs at tieoyal Tyrrell Museum
in Drumheller.Phoebe, who makes her
living as thecamerawoman for a frivolous
Calgarytelevision show andngages her

trueavocation as a nature photographer, is a

very engaging heroine. She lives in the
foothills of the Rockies and the vivid
depiction of her southern Alberta
environment is one of the attractionsio
books. Phoebe&cepticalpersonality is
another delight. In thisook, she takes on
the perpetrators gdhoney science. Like its
predecessorsjealthy, Wealthy, and Dead
andSeeings Deceivingit is a lightweight
andenjoyable read without being
completelyempty-headed. MM
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Forty Words for ®rrow by Giles
Blunt. Vintage Canada, 2001 (2000).
Paperback. 326 pages.-679311459
This book is certainly not for trequeamish,
but for those whose capacityr
gruesomeness is reasonably robustfférs
a stimulating look at some of therrors of
being human. It is a mystetiriller at one
level but it is also muchore. Set in
northern Ontario, it offers description of
winter that is chilling irmore than one
sense. Starring policeman with a past, it
provides amulti-faceted look at human
frailties butmaintains an invitation to keep
readingthat would seem to be at odds with
its horrifying contents.

The book tells of a series sadistic
murders and offers a glimpseside the
minds of the serial killers thagan strangely
be described asrabstcompassionate. They
are dreadfupeople, yet the author reminds
us that itis not just certified sadists who take
pl easure from Bublicer
executions are often in fashiand,
historically, have often causexcruciating
pain. Blunt a@es not shrinkrom the
implications of what this fadtas to say
about violence and humanity.

Not many mysteries offer quites
much scope for reflection as this oget it
al so
to keep the reader turning thages ever
faster. For those who cdrandle a certain
amount of very nastiglood and gore, this
very troubling boolkhas a lot to offer. MM

Sticks and Stoneby Janice

MacDonald. Ravenstone, 2001.
Paperback. 252 pages.-88801256-X

This book is a&conventional mystery aral
good read in its own right. Set irvary
recognizable English departmentiae
University of Alberta, it offers alassic
academic mystery featurirgpison pen
letters, gender issues, atien violent death.
Sessional lecturavliranda Craig must

peop
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confront an enemwhose identity is not
clear to her.

The details of academic lifgrovide
both setting and mood in thssory.
Occasionally there is a sense ttiegt author
may have an axe or two ¢pind, but the
story moves along santly, nevertheless,
with clues properlyistributed and later
assembled in a vesatisfying way. MM

Spadeworkoy Timothy Findley.
HarperFlamingo, 2001. Hardback.

408 pages. @0-2255081

One of Canada's bekhown authors has
written a new novel thatill delight hisfans
and entice new readers. Set ifictional
version of Stratford, Ontari@padework
tells a story of loveinfidelity, betrayal, and
ultimately,redemption. It is also a story that
intertwines the lives of seemingiyrelated
charactes as they struggle fond
acceptance, love, and friendshiglis
theatre town. Many seemingtijfferent
plotlines all result from therrant thrust of a
gardener's spade, whislces a telephone
cable. The ensuingisconnection has
devastating resultshen one call fails to
reach the housand an ambitious young
actor becomethe victim of blackmail. A
second calthat cannot be made leads to
murder.

Findley cleverly develops alhese
plots and brings the stories baogether for
a satisfyingconclusionFilled with glimpses
of the theatravorld, highly developed,
multi-layeredcharacters, and the evocative
languagehat Findley is known for,
Spadeworks an absorbing novel. JdG

Freeze Framédy Leona Gom. Second
Story Press, 1999. Paperback80

pages. 189676426-6

Genre stories often shed unexpedighit on
the societies they descrilespite their
strict adherence to a setlofown
conventions. The Vicky Bauenysteries by
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Leona Gom do a good jaif describing
nooks and crannies obntenporary life.
The third and mostecent in this series is
Freeze Framgwhich tells a complex story
of abusedvives and unwanted babies.
Vicky is amiddleaged woman who makes
enoughmoney to survive by doing private
tutoring. Her life seems, from tloaitsde, to
be anonymous and unexcitibgt her past is
checkered and shengver too far away
from subsiding backito alcoholism. When
she sees a mabusing his wife on the
street, she stepsto the fray and the wife
winds upliving with her for a stretclof

time. Theconsequences of this decision
unravelover the rest of the book, making an
intriguing, surprising, and satisfyirgjory.
MM

Earlier books in this seriegfter-Image
(1996, 092900591-0) andDoubleNegative
(1998, 189676407-X).

UndertheDr a g o n 6ysMadreen |
Jennings. Harper Paperbacks, 1999
(1998). Paperback. 288 pages-{b5-
1097403

Fans of Anne Persetynds
Victorian London may like t&now of a
similar historical series set mneteenth
century TorontoWilliam Murdoch is a
detective in the Torontpolice force whose
work takes him into aariety of social
circles, from the mogtrivileged to the most
desperateMidwife Dolly Merishaw
similarly crosses social lines, tending to
womenwho rely on both her edical skill
andher discretion. When she is found
murdered, it leads to a complex trail of
secrets and discovery. MM

An earlier book in this serieExcept the
Dying (1999/1997, @6-109739X).

Prairie Hardball by Alison Gordon.
McClelland & Stewart, 1998 (1997).
Paperback. 282 pages.-37103413X

det



This lively mystery is the latest ins@ries
featuring Kate Henry, a femagports
reporter whose beat covers thgthical
Toronto Titans, a majdeaguebaseball
team. Kate first appeared Tine Dead Pull
Hitter in 1988; this is hefifth appearance
and on this occasion skigin Saskatchewan
visiting her parentand celebrating the

hi story
nowami ni ster d6s wif e,
female ball player, and@hg with her
teammates she is being inducted intocal
Hall of Fame. The discovery ofteody
throws all these plans awry and tne end
of the book Kate has madalscovery that
she never could hawanticipated. All of
these books are earkyread andhave the
bonus, for éaseball fan, of providing
convincinginsider glimpses of the world of
professional sport. MM

Strangers Among U$§y L.R. Wright.
McClelland-Bantam, 1997 (1996).
Paperback. 243 pages.-3704 27588

L.R. Wright is a mystery writer wita

strong sense of place. Her stories of
policeman Karl Alberg and his librarian
lover Cassandra are set on the Sunshine
Coast of British Columbia. As a rulleer
stories deal with the middieged but this
book has an adolescent antihetd:yearold
Eliot who murders hiparents in a rage and
must then live witlthe consequences.
Wright is onlypartially successful in
evoking heradolescent character; there are
timeswhen she seems to feel that a lot of
swearing is a useful substitute for a more
complex escription of the deep angiiat
fuels Eliot. Nevertheless, there whilé
adolescents who are looking fesmething a
bit more complex thaanother True Crime
story who will findthis book attractive, and
no reader isikely to be completely
unaffected byt. MM

Alias Graceby Margaret Atwood.

McClelland & Stewart, 1996.

Hardback. 470 pages. &/7100835X
Grace Marks was a h@entury servant
convicted of playing a part in the brutal
murder of her employer and a fellow
servant. Serving time in Kingston
Penitentiary, she was visited agdestioned
by Dr. Simon Jordan, psychiatrist engaged

baswbmé h6s Kat by&asocahgootplofeformers and

w egEritualistsc Ehe ksispA towoceced 6 s
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a true one, but thieorder where intention
begins is verylexible and permeable in thi
complexand intriguing book. Not
necessariAt wooddés very
which brings many aspects of thetl9
centuryvividly alive, and a story with much
appeal for teenagers. MM

The Convict Lover: A True Storpy

Merilyn Simonds. Macfarlane, Walter &
Ross, 1996. Hardback.

350pages. @92191296-X

More blended truth and fiction in theorld

of Kingston Penitentiary. MerilyBimonds
found a cache of letters in hi€mgston attic
in 1987 and realized theyere one side of a
correspondenceonduded in 1919 and 1920
between docal schoolgirl and a convict
inside thepenitentiary. Someone else
ferretingabout in these words and phrases
for seven years might have discovered
another story, she says. This is what she
found. The book develops a bacgndfor
the letters, probing the charactertioé
schoolgirl, the daily life of theonvict, and
the political battles whicdeveloped at the
end of the First Worl&Var about how penal
life should beproperly organized. The mix
is surprisingly successfuand the pull othe
relationship between the girl and the
imprisoned man keeps the pages turning
right to the end. MM

Healthy, Wealthy & Deady Suzanne
North. NeWest, 1994. Paperback.
261 pages. ©2089755-X

story
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Seeing is DeceivingMcClelland &

Stewart, 1996. Paperback. 327 pages.
0-771068069

These two books share a heroinegting,
and an author, though they cofnem
different publishers. They tell &thoebe
Fairfax who lives in the foothillgist outside
Calgary and has a splitorking life,

spendhg part of her times camerawoman
for the glamorous T how, A A Day
Lif est ylrestodheraworlingtirhee
as an esteemeathture documentary maker.
Phoebe alsspends a fair bit of time solving
mysteries and dealing with a lavish lewél
adventure. The books are easy¢éad, the
puzzles of the mysteries amngled enough
to be interesting, thiothills background is
lovingly described, and Phoebe herself is a
heroine with the potential to intrigue

many adolescent readers. MM
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Sports

Searching for Bobby Orby Stephen
Brunt. Toronto: Alfred A. Knopf

Canada, 2007 (2006). Paperback. 304
pages. 978330447560

Bobby Orr, one of the great hockphayers
of all time, did not authorize thisography,
and the book is probably many ways
better because of that fa@irr's own life-
his short butabulous career, mostly with
the BostorBruins and his role in the rise
andfall of Alan Eagleson, professional
hockey's first player agents the enigma at
the centre of the story. Thmeain plot- Orr
learns to play hockewigns on with Boston
and becomes anstant superstar, fights
ongoingtroubles with his knee and is finally
forced to retire youngprovides onlypart of
the appeal of this lmk. Orr'sglory years
coincided with the expansiaf the National
Hockey Leaguand Brunt is extremely
interesting orhow opening up the League
affected players, owners and fans.

He is sharp on the betrayal
embedded in the Alan Eagleson stasy
well. Eagleson was the NHL's firptayer
agent. His impact on playsalaries is still
being felt, but Eaglesontwvn relationships
with players, Orr irparticular, ended bitterly
in a courtroomBrunt's reflections on the
role of hockeyin Canadian culturalfie add
nuances tohis story which has many of the
gualities of an epic. Even an extremelgll-
informed fan would learn mudinom this
book, but it is not necessarylte a hockey
zealot to enjoy it. MM

A Loonie for Luck: A True Fableabout
Hockey and tke Olympicshy Roy
MacGregor (Forward by Wayne
Gretzky). lllustrated by Bill Slavin.
McClelland and Stewart, 2002.
Hardback. 95 pages. &/71054807

This short book tells the true story of the
Canadian loonie hidden under the icéhat
E Center in Saltake City, Utah foithe
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2002 Olympic Games. When bate
Canadian women and men wotympic
Hockey gold medals, thesecret weapon

was notonthe ice, butatherunderthe ice,
hidden there b anadian icemaker Trent
Evans. RoyacGregor, a Canadian
journalist,author, and hockey enthusiast has
created a wonderful tale that followWgayne
Gretzky, Trent Evans, and thee n 0 s
womenos
Olympics. It pays tribute tthe role of
superstition and chance mockeyd a part of
the port that is noalways acknowledged,
but one thabrings real magic to the sport.
Beginningthe story with how the loonie
cametobe n Trent Evanso
how it came to be buried at centre ice, Roy
MacGregor also tells how, throughdhbe
Games, the loonie was in dangebefng
uncovered as the secret begasppead, and
how, as the tournameptogressed, with the
players in need advery break they could
get, the gooduck miraculously held. This is
a perfecbook for reluctant readerebause
of its short length and easy style. Hockey
fans, too, will be delighted with tHeehind
the-scenes look at the 20@ympic Hockey
tournament. | highlyecommend this
wonderful little bookfor young adult
readers. JdG

Our Life with the Rocket: TheMaurice
Richard Storyby Roch Carrier.

Trans. Sheila Fischman. Penguin

Viking, 2001. Hardback. 304 pages.
0-670-883751

Roch Carrier is famous as the authombé
Hockey Sweatethe sad story of a
Quebecois boy humiliated when nmother
inadvertentlybuys him a Toront®aple
Leaf jersey instead of the famoGanadiens
number 9 jersey of Rock&ichard. In this
full-length account ahe life of Maurice
Richard, Carriefleshes out that story, with
autobiographical passages about his own
early life in Quebec, with historical and

and
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sociological explanations of the rage that
festered in Quebec at the perception of
Anglo discrimination at every turn, amdth
hockey- lots of hockey. Most athe book is
told in a present tense tHadth captures the
streamof-consciousnesawareness of a
growingboy and also faithfully reflects the
toneof the playby-play calling of a game.

It is probably fair to say that yailo
have to know something abdubckey and
to like reading about it to getuch from this
book. Howerer, readersvho meet those
conditions will findconsiderable
illumination not only othockey but also of
an important passageé Canadian history.
Carrier is veryinteresting on the subject of
how FrenchCanadian identity and pride
were boundip in thesuccess or failure of
the Canadiens, at a time (from the 1940s
into the 1960s) when very few other
opportunities were open to tkebecois.
"It's only a sport,” bu€Carrier shows how
very important aport can be. MM

Tropic of Hockey: My Search for th&ame
in Unlikely Placesby DaveBidini.
McClelland & Stewart, 2000.

Hardback. 288 pages. &/71014570

To appreciate this delightful book, you
probably need to know something abthe
game of hockey. A little bit chwareness of
hockey
i t 6 s n ortecessara But with these
minimal credentials in hand, you are in for a
treat. On the back cover, Roy MacGregor
callsBidini the Bill Bryson of hockey

writing and that link to the travel writer who
manages to be vefynny and very
perceptive all at once is appropriaBadini,

a member of the musical grothe
Rheostatics when he is not pursuhig love
of hockey, is a terrific travetriter and a
thoughtful commentator amhe state of
hockey both here in Canadadalso in

other parts of the world, suas China, the
Middle East, and Romanible is unsparing

70

h i s hud eitier, thaughl d n

about the issues thatague contemporary
hockey and highlpersuasive on the subject
of t h eongpmgmelighds. Laugbut-
loud funnyin places, the book kaa great
deal tooffer to hockey fans and others. MM

Ice: New Writing on Hockeedited by

Dale Jacobs. Spotted Cow Press,

1999. Paperback. 228 pages.
0-96946654-4

This book is a collection of poenessays,
and short stories, written l[fyanadian and
American contributorsand reflecting on
many aspects of ttgame at every level.
The amateur, thprofessional, the fan, the
coachi all have a place in this book. The
variety ofapproaches and styles is very
inviting, and the range of perspectives on a
single game is intriguing. It is quite common
for critics to prefer baseball writing asore
complex and elegant, but trasthology
makes a place for treubtleties of hockey
and hockey writingo be taken seriously.
MM

The New Ice Age: A Year in the Lifef

the NHL by Stephen Brunt.

McClelland & Stewart, 1999.

Hardback. 210 pages. 471017111

This book, illustrated with a number of
colour photographs, is based on the CBC
6eties of the same name, but it drawsibn
the documentary evidence that was
assenbled, not just on what made itttoe
television screen. The result isively
account of an important yeartime history

of the National Hockeyeague. Professional
hockey playersompeted in the Olympics
for the firsttime, with results that were not
exactlywhat had been predicted. The
EdmontonOilers came close to the brink of
movingout of Canada, and the ongoing
guestionof smaltmarket teams continued to
plague the League. Readers will benefit
from some hockey background, simpdy
keep the largeast of characters cleear



their minds; but for anyone who doediow
the game, this book offers a grelaal of
background insight. MM

Understanding Kerby PeteMcCormack.
Douglas & Mcintyre, 1998.

Paperback. 242 pages.-55054268-0

The ultimateunreliable narratodescribes
the ultimate dysfunctiondhmily in a book
that is almost cruel ithe accuracy of its
portrayal of a childvho accepts what he
sees around him a®rmal. The unnamed
tenyearold whotells the story of his
obsession with thearly retirement of that
great goalie Kemryden is unremitting in

his incapacityto see the sordid reality of his
own family life. His father is abusively loud
and profane, but his
understand or appreciate hockey, soldby
decides to lie with his father for avhile in

a haltbuilt house. His career the Tralil
Peewee Rep hockey teanvariable but a
constant is his fathescreaming at everyone
- the boy, theother players, the coaches, the
refereesThe ups and downs of the peewee
teamare matched by the very uneven
showingof the Montreal Canadiens in their
197374 season without Dryden. The cover
blurb describes this book as hilarioukich

is probably stretching a point, htitdoes
have some very funny momenésd
certainly does amxcellent job otapturing
some of the raw egotism analv pain of
childhood. MM

Canada on Ice: Fifty Years of Great

Hockey From the archivesofMa c | e a n 6 oyswh o

Edited by MichaelBenedi ct and
Jenish.Foreword by Peter Gzowski.

Viking, 1998.

Hardback. 347 pages. &70-8803#X

Books about the great game of hoclaeyl

its integral role in the formation diie
Canadian character are relatively
commonplace. What sets this book ajrt

its historical perspective. Consisting
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forty-four articles written ¥ many of

Ca n a d a-knewn Bperss journalistsnd
published inrMa ¢ | ebatwe@rt 950 and
1998, it offers a look at martjifferent eras,
both in terms of hockeiself and in more
general social term3he writing is

generally good, thphotographs are
interesting, and thlkook conveys a vivid set
of snapshots different times and attitudes.
MM

The Home Team: Fathers, Sons and
Hockeyby Roy Macgregor. Penguin,

1996 (1995). Paperback. 325 pages.
0-14-0242880

Mac Gregords starting
sacrifices made by upcoming hockagyers
are shdrezl by thebiofensliesdalagree
beyond what is called for in othsports.
Hockey pl ay er graddifaheid t
families (and he does papme heed to the
role of mothers as welgre not preparetb
spend much of thelives carting children

and their expensivequipment to early
morning and lataight practices. Whether or
not hockey isnmore demanding than, say,
swimming inthis regard is not a particularly
importantquestion; what matters is wha
MacGregor makes of the book. In fattte
book is fascinating. Whether helo®king at
life from the perspective dhe superstars (in
a chapter on hovretzky, Messier, Coffey,
and McSorleytook their dads with them on

a Europeanour during the hockestrike) or
fromt he perspective
makeit (in compelling chapters about the
dondt make it
&nd @bout Brad Hornung who wpaaralyzed
in a junior hockey game i1987),
MacGregor skates along the edie
sentimerlity but rarely veers ovehe line.
One of his guiding premisestisat hockey is
indeed a vital part ad€anadian culture, a
point he makegparticularly strongly in his
chapter omative Canadian Gino Odjick and
in hischapter on the pressures in Quebec
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such FrenciCanadian players adexandre
Daigle and Guy LaFleur. Aports book
which looks at such broadsues as family,
national culture, and theerils of both
winning and losing is Book with much to
recommend to botteenagers and adults.
MM
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Short stories and novellas

Bloodletting and Miraculous Curedy
Vincent Lam. Toronto: Anchor

Canada, 2006. Paperback. 350

pages. 978385661447. $17.95.

Toronto emergency physician Vincdrgm
brings us a wonderful collection sfories
that should be required readifay anyone
contemplating a career medicine, but
these stories will alsappeal to any teens
who enjoy TV showéke ER, Houseand
Grey's AnatomyLam's medical experience
infuses thesetories, which follow a group
of doctorsfrom medical school through the
earlyyears of their careers, with a gritty
realism that is utterly compelling.

In two of the early stories,young
love affair between two prsedstudents is
authenticaly andsympathetically portrayed.
Ethicaldilemmas rear their heads in several
of the stories. Is it more important to do a
proper dissection, or to show respect by
keeping a cadaver's tattoo intact? Do tell
a wife that her husband died duringisit to
a massage parlour? Do ymport an
incident where you suspecpatient died
because the nurses wergrdying attention
to his monitor?

Doctors are also revealed to have
some decidedly human flaws. In ostery,
an emergency doctor drives hoexhausted
after an aklinight shift, despitdis previous
close calls from dozing o#t the wheel. In
another, a young docte in denial about
his worsening drinkingroblem. Medical
ethics get complicatefdr a welkintentioned
emergency doctawvho beleves a patient's
injuries may bedue to police brutality.

However, hissympathy evaporates when the

patientbites him.

Lam's stories are wonderfsilices of
life. They demystify grofession that
society still tends to putn a pedestal. This
look at medtinefrom both the doctor and

73

the patienperspective is unique in Canadian
literature. HG

Baby KhakbydmrAWi ngs
Toronto: Viking Canada, 2006. 246
pages. Hard cover. 6670-064254.

The seven short stories in this volutake
place in variousocations from EasAfrica
to Alberta. In this collectiomnar Ali
explores the immigrardilemma of how to
make a home in mew and very foreign
place, howtanai nt ai n t he
identity whilemaking a new life. Though
hercharacters are Ismapieople of East
Africa, Ali traces themes common maany
immigrants in contemporamluralist
societies.

Originating in India, the Muslim
communities of East African Ismailigve a
history of loss and relocation. Athows
firsthand the pull of home arekile. Born in
Tanzania, she grew up Alberta after her
family fled thepersecution of Indian people
in EastAfrica. After beginning a career in
business, Ali realized that she needed to
write. She completed her MFA in the
Creative Writing Program of th@niversity
of British Columbia.

Al i 6s char actaer s
memorable. Magic lives sidey-sidewith
stark realism as people strugglekeep their
lives on track. In the titlstory, the nanny
Aisha discovers that tHeaby is growing
wings. Shdrantically and futilely attempts
tokeepbabKhaki 6s wings from

roots

and

ofthebabyo s parents, in the c
knowledgethat she will be charged with
witchcrafti f t he di scovery is

Chri st mas Babyproprietansoor
of an Albertahighway gastation and

convenience store during thational

Energy Program; he struggleskeep his

business solvent and remastsadfast in his
determination to mak#his strange new land
ahomeforhigr owi ng famil y. | n
WeightofPear | sombheadeiB Beaut



youngmen struggle to come to terms with mythology inthis tale of a young musician

confused feelings about the girls who are who runsafoul of the Little People. Drawing
their romantic interests. Whether thteries ont he ballad of ATam Lin,
are told in fantastic or realiststyles, the appeared i n Faestsdathent 6s no
emotions of Aateicomplexp r o Hearg loelps te untangle the web aoifier
and penetrating. Atmesdark and rueful, second chances surrounding thatar
the stories are alsmccasionally playful. The playing janitor snared by one tife wee
well craftedcollection offers a number of folk. GdV
characterand narrative moments that linger
in themind and invite reflection. JKM The Best Thing for Yolby Annabel
Lyon. McClelland and Stewart, 2004.
The Hour before Dawn & Two Other Paperback. 322 pages.-871053975
Stories from Newfordy Charles deLint. The three novellathat make up Annabel
Subterranean Press, 2005. Lyondés second Itpotental al | e
Hardback. 114 pages. -69606027-1 for darkness that exists in all @$. In each
As Charles de Lint is a prolific shastory story, even the most perfedtaracters have
writer, it is often difficult to obtairaccess to a seemingly shadowside to them.
many of his stories. This slighollection I n the first novell a,
contains two tales previouspublishel in family in modernday Vancouveis taken to
anthologies in 2004 and thide story, the brink of disaster when thegenage son
original to this collection. Althree stories is charged in connectiomith the brutal
have been illustrated by tla@thor. beating of a disableghan. The second story,

Each of the stories focuses on AThe GdMedbemgpmeo takes r
second chances, relationships amybtical through timeand place when a young couple
opportunities to right wrong3.hey all have discovers an antique metronerhidden
connetions to Newfordthe setting for under the kitchen sink in their new
much of de Thecharatters wr i apagt ment . |l n tBest third
are all three dimensionalaring, if not Thing for Youdyvinglm young
always careful peopl&Vritten in first 1940s Vancouver plots amdrries out her
person, the storiesrefledte Li nt 6 s |lhwsbdmdsds tmhelpdiearyoungi t h
language, music arstory. grocerystore clerk.

In the title story whib takesplace Although dark at timg, ultimately
in 1957, Jack Daniels, private eyan talk the three stories in this bookveal the truths
to the dead. Better than that, thead can that exist in all of uswith highly developed
come back and help him dees his less characters ansharp, sometimes sparing
than delightful sistem-law.d e L i nt 6 s prose, Annabdlyon will captivate readers
characterization and void®illiantly of all agesYoung readers will identify with
constructs the tone of thetsdes in this theyoung adult baracters in each story, all
homage to the pulp detectigeories which of whom are complex and memorahldG

were so popular at théine. The second
story, fThCltaswaso R asd iablatasha and Other Storiesy David

memorial to drummer Jdgtrummer, of the Bezmozgis. HarperFlamingoCanada,
Clash and Pogues,ande f | ect s de 2004nHardback. 149 pages.-00-
belief in the power ofmusic as well athe 2005689

gift of seconc hances. AButter Spiritéos

Ti t h e 0Cebid andiNdrgh American
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Seven linked short stories of varyilength
recount the childhooddolescence and early
adulthood oMark Berman. Within this tight
framework, Bezmozgis offers complard
illuminating insights into life in garticular
immigrant community in thiscase, that of
Russian Jews in Toronto the 1980s and
1990s. Despite thcontemporary setting,
many of theslements in this story seem
timelessFamily complications are
intensified bythe fact that only some
members of théamily are at home in the
language otheir new community. People
try to adapt to new ways while stiteing
strong personalities formed in old way$e
life of the child or the teenagerasten quite
separate from anghknowable to his
parents.

Many of these stories first sgwint
in major American and Canadiamgazines.
They are polished individugkems, but
placed together they weavelidferent kind
of spell. Young Mark ishe narrator in all of
them, and higonfident voice and his spare
but affectionate perspective on his family
and broader community are elemetizt
unite the book into a wholfat issomehow
not only greater but alsdifferent from the
sum of its partsWe first meet Mark at the
age of six, newharrived in Toronto. By the
time we parcompany he is an adult with his
ownidiosyncratic interests, which include a
strong curiosig about boxing heroes die
past. We also learn about his parents'’
struggles, his grandparents' battles with
illness and old age, and his uncle's
experiment in matrimony (which leatts
different kinds of sexuaxperimentation
and disillusionment foMark himself). In a
short bookBezmozgis makes us at home in
a fully specified and fascinating world. MM

Kilter: 55 fictions by John Gould.
Turnstone Press, 2003. Paperback.
205 pages. 88801280-2
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Kilter is the Giller Prize nominated book
whose titlereflects the compactnessitd 55
stories. Most of this collection momprised
of narrative fragments whialeveal
glimpses of characters who fitldemselves
Ao-kil tero
each of the 55 stories/eraging less than
four pagesreadersnay get the sense that
these are abortesiory beginnings, middles
and ends. Yeseveral pieces are brilliant in
theirthematic introspection and character
developmentKilter allows one to travel
nortlinearly through the hinge momerdas
characte s 6 | i ves . Thess i
moments is masked in the seeming
ordinariness of the charactéhemselves.
They include old and youngpuples who are
married and nothlended families, and
gender disconnectsll of whom are
alternately undergoingnarital and
generational discord, ttigals of parenting,
and sexual anxietie& o u |
understatedinged with irony and
skepticism whichmay appeal directly to

t e e nag esemsibilgieseArmaid
concern with thdook is its lack of
congstency as onaever knows whether the
next snapshowill be clear, blurry, or
completelyunfocused. Some stories have a
jarring affect; others resonate for hours
afterwards. Fortunately, the wholetbg
collection is greater than its partis

would bean excellent source foeluctant
readers who would rather dipto a

narrative pool than immerskemselves in
longer works. Youngvriters may find

solace and inspiration this compact genre,
demonstrating thpower of brevity through
its direct yettomplex renderings. JN

Vinyl Café Diariesby Stuart McLean.
Penguin, 2003. Hardback. 302 pages.
0-670-044369

The twenty stories published in tiiey!l
Café Diaries take us into tlietional world
of Dave and Morleytheir children

I nwordd. Witlh st moder
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Stephanie and Sam, atieir friends and
neighbours. Created 8tuart McLean for
CBC Radio's showhe Vinyl Cafe these

stories share witheaders the strange secrets,

odd dreamshigh hopes, and hilarious
adventures oCanada's favourite radio
family.

The book is split into for sections,
with each section introduced bydifferent
member of the family. Thmtroductions,
written by each of the founain characters,
are stories ithemselves, and provide
insight into thecharacter and their place in
the family.Following eachntroduction is a
seriesof four stories (previously heard on
TheVinyl Café radio show) which feature
that character. Through these storiesders
will discover things like: what iBave doing
by himself in a Halifax hoteloom with a
duck? What grisly swet isStephanie hiding
in her father's picnicooler? Why is Morley
walking aroundn Stephanie's clothing? And
what are irnthe mysterious packages that
Sam isreceiving in the mail?

As with his other Vinyl Caf®ooks,
Stuart McLean has created feaders a
funny and interestingollection of stories
about this familyReaders of all ages will
laugh out loud asome of the stories, while
recognizinghemselves in other$he Vinyl
CaféDiariesis highly recommended. JdG

A Hard Witching and Other Siriesby
Jacqueline Baker. HarperFlamingo
Canada, 2003. Hardback. 181 pages.
0-00-2005344

This is a very impressive debedllection.
Baker has written eigltstrong stories of
contemporary rural lifinked by setting and
t heme. Yeadithesstnes$without

feeling theheat and dryness of southwestern

Saskatchewan and coming to some
understanding of how this often harsh
environment shapes the people who live
there. The people who do live there, in
Bakeros fiction, in

farmsbordering the Sand Hills, achildren,
teens, young married coupledd, newly
widowed, single, socialutcasts,
immigrants. Baker writes withonesty and
assurance about this variedst. Each
character is a completetgalized and
distinct individualwhomyou come to know
intimately, yet as yomove from story to
story you can seleow they are all struggling
to understandr come to terms with their
place in thdamily, the community and the
world. Each story stands alone, but truly
gainspower when rad as part of the
collection.

Teens who like reading about
relationships and who enjoy thoughtful,
somewhat enigmatic fiction, will find
something to speak to them here. EJ

Dead Girlsby Nancy Lee. McClelland

& Stewart, 2002. Paperback. 296
pages.0-771052502

Dead Girlsis a collection of powerfukdgy,
disturbing, dark stories aboybung people
who, more than anythingvant to be loved,
but get involved in badelationships.
Although the main threaith these stories is
of missing or murderegoung women and a
serial killer, Leealso weaves everyday
occurrences askateboarding and telling
jokes througtthe collection.

Lee has a keen observation of
humanity, and she captures perfectly the
isolation these teenagers face and theed
for some fom of guidance. Sheakes her
readers behind the headlinaad on
journeys into places argituations they
rarely visit. These storiggsonate long after
the last page is realH

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship,
Loveship, Marriageby Alice Munro.
McClelland & Stewart, 2001.

Hardback. 322 pages. &/71065256

Once again, Alice Munro astonishegh

the poweo ok mesfictiann Tthisobentiont oh e



nine stories, most of whicliere previously
published inThe Newy orkeror theLondon
Review of Bookss hypnotic reading for

mature readersho welcome the intensity
andwitofMunr o6s storytel/l
awkward title, which is taken fromagai r | s 6
counting game, the collection itsdf

elegant and spare, as Munro creates
characters whose lives drdly fleshedand
realized on the page. To provide a

description of stories and characters here
would miss the point of them entirely, as
Munrod6s artistry make
such logic and wisdom that evpaculiar

twists of fate seem inevitableler characters
become what they mubg, and do what

they must. Seeminglminor characters may

be the hinges thaupport and turn the story,

as when twadolescent girls forge letters
that set aelationship in motion. The
consequencef a chi | thBs
relationshipstrikes young Edith as
fifantastical, bud ul | . 0 I n
and fAAaBearOver the
physical andnental illness work their way
organically through lives and marriagéss
impossible to do justice to thigonderful
collection in a brief reviewseaders must
experience it fothemselves. JKM

Kingdom of Monkeysy Adam Lewis
Schroeder. Raincoast Books, 2001.
Paperback. 196 pages.-$5192404-8
Given the popularity of South East Asia a
tourist destination for youn@/esterners,
this collection of seven shastories should
have widespread appe®ith the exception
of nADi st ainseten,Ptague llithe h
stories take place the South Pacifi¢
Singapore, Balilndonesia, Thailand,
Borneo and th@hilippinesi in time periods
rangingfrom the midnineteenth century to
thepresent day. Whether funny, sad,
thoughtful, satirical, or poignant, these
stories all deal in some way with thepact
of the Wesi throughcolonialism, tourism,
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Christianevangelisni on the cultures of the

EastFor exampl e, in the fi
Years with Wal teatrye, 0 a n
British naturalist leaves theung Dyak boy

he hagl purcbesesl pdieltl a&ssistaht seven

years previoushalone and friendless in
Singaporedespitet he boyds wi sh tc
accompanhi m t o Engl and, bec:
not domne.hte title story,
Monkeyso a ver-mindedhysi cal
foul-mouthed, female touristavelling with

her boyfriend in Borne® pitted against

theirlmale Muslinguides wnd exkpeat het td

conform totheir idea of femininity. The

final, andstrongest, story in the collection is
ABeauti ful Feet .o In it
missionary drags his family to the
Philippines to fiplant
himself trying to convert a tribe ling

among the ruins of a movie set and

ch

b i rfollowing a religion based on characters

from Apocalypse Now

AFl oat i nlgke &lfine tayed writers,
M o Schraoeder does more than just highlight

intriguing aspects of exotic cultures and
locales, he manages to show thatdaving
home and experiencing foreigaltures we
can learn more aboourselves. EJ

Dressing Up for the Carnivaby Carol
Shields. Random House Canad&000.
Hardback. 237 pages. 679310215

Car ol Shiel dds new
stories is a treasuteove of brief ancelegant
narratives, some of which halseen
previously published in literafpurnals. In
this collection, they shine imew ways as
individual love stories angsychological
dramas that playfullyesist the ordinary but
resonate iriamiliar ways. Each story is
carefullycrafted with precision and wit. In
thest ory, AWindows, o f
married painters discover the pain and
pleasure of creating art without thenefit

of natur al [Oi gah and i n
woman reinvent theimages othemselves

col | e
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by spending summers at thikeside
cottage without mirrors; andimDy i n g
Love, 0 t hconemplate thaire n
mortality after beingagbandoned by the men
in their lives. Inone brilliant story,
appropriately entitled A b s e &helds, 0
narrates the story\ariter composes by
omittingthevowehi 1l . 6 Al | t he
engaging anelegant. Shields has once
againdi spl ayed her abi
humour and tragedy in surprising and
satisfying ways. 1J

Young Menby Russdl Smith. Vintage
Canada, 2000 (1999). Paperback. 254
pages. 6385259301

This book contains four sets of linkedort
stories, three about different youngen and
one about young women. Masbries are

located in or on the fringes®or ont o0& s

literary scene, though tHeinniest one takes
place in YarmouthNS, where Lionel falls
prey to a terriblsnowstorm while on the

a ut h o rfréns helt. The leroes,
Dominic, Lionel,and James, are trapped by
their ownconcern to maintain a precarious
place inthe brittle, often shallow world of
literary recognition and fame. It sounds
unbear abl y pr esabtletypirs ,
terms of his powers afbservation and his
quality of writing,allows us to appreciate an
underlyingpathos that would probably
horrify someof his protagonists. His set of
storiesabout a group of young women show
that his perceptiveness is not confined to
males alone, though, as a group, these
stories are probably the most unevethi
book. A very contemporary bo@bout the
desperatino concealed igertain kinds of
pretentiousness, anchauch more
entertaining read than sucldescription
indicates. MM

The Topography of Lovéy Bernice
Morgan. Breakwater, 2000.
Paperback. 337 pages.-85081157-6

This wonderful book will win over even
f aeaders who generally dislike shetbries.

The dozen stories in theollection are
subtle and compelling.he first six are
separate stories; tlsecond six are inter
related in complexand troubling ways. The
sense of a reahreedimensional worlds
wieidlyrcenveyed ie Both getseln the

separatestories we gain a real sense of the
i scopeartd variatyeofftie evarld; in the linked s

set, we see the backwash of actions and
consequences reverberating over mgegrs
and across different families. &il cases the
sense that the author hagated a borehole
into a universe that simultaneously
fascinating and strangefgmiliar provides a
strong sense thataders are gaining a
priviegedper specti ve on
lives. Most of the stories are set in
Newfoundland and Morgan has a sees
for local dialects. The charactehgwever,
are universal, as are tpeadicaments in
which they findthemselves. MM

The Love of a Good Woman: Storiey
Alice Munro. Vintage Books, 1999
(1998). Paperback. 340 page8-375
703632

But c8mMuhodoeods |
stories (winner of the Giller Prize k998)
offers eight new stories of lovpassion and
nostalgia. Characters these stories are as
varied as the storighemselves: an old
landlady inVancouver a passionate young
mother,a gruff country doctor, an Ontario
farmwife. Alice Munro is an expert at
describing small incidents of life thhave

significant consequencesfpre o p| e 6 s

These stories are riahith humour and
passion that transforthe mundane into
interesting narrativethat will quickly
resonat e
international fameand reputation are well
earned and thisollection will further

enhance hestanding in the literary world. 1J
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Forms of Devotionby Diane
Schoemperlen. HarperCollins, 1998.
Paperback. 221 pages.-00-6481558

The cover of this book says itéemposed
of stories and pictures, butista rather more
complicated collectiothan this description
implies. Eleversharp and entertaining
piecesof text aredecorated and illuminated
by a variety ofdiagrams, pictures, and
collages. Theopics of the writing range
fromthehabi t s and
f ai twho livd irofull confidence that life
is just and fair, through a set of instructions
for writing a novel about love, to an
anatomy of menods
engaging, this book gives evamgpression

of being addressed to femakaders

though men wouldindoubtedly find much

to enjoy in itsquirky and entertaining pages.
An exceedigly difficult book to describe, it
is one with much to offer both the reader
who peruses it from beginning to eand

also the reader who dips in and atit
random. Both kinds of reader dileely to
emerge refreshed and feelitigt they have
learned sonthing aboubeing alive today.
MM

Dust to Dust: Storiedy Timothy Findley.
HarperPerennial, 1997. 2Paperback. 25
pages. 600-6480551

Ti mothy Findl eyods
blends the everyday with the unusaat
bizarre. All the stories deal withe pathos,
joy and tragedy of living andying. Findley
creates unforgettablegharacters in unusual
circumstances. Histories are set in a variety
of countriesand situations: a tragic incident
on aGreek island; a bizarre and haunting
drama set in Framg a tale of desire and
di sappointment in
writing is always sharp and perceptived
these stories are hard to resist. 1J

Awake When All the World is Asledpy
Shree Ghatage. Anansi Press, 1997.
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Tor

Paperback. 165 pages.-88784602-5

In this collection of eleven interconnected
stories, Shree Ghatage weattes world that
surrounds Shaila, medical student in
Winnipeg, as sheeturns to Bombay for her
f at rsigtietld wrthday party. While Shaila
does not figure as the protagonist incll

the stories, the collection begins ats
with her perspective and eachtbé
intervening tales adds a dimensiorihe

per s pe commungysto whith shietigmeorarily

returning. The charactevgho occupy these
stories are theesidents of the apartment
building inwhich Shaila was raised and by
brimgingtBem viwdty toilife Ghatage allows
thereader to participate intimately in the
lives of these neighbours.

Ghatage successfully evokes the
humanity of the characters who inhattér
stories; they are ptrayed equallywith a
keen eye and a loving pen. TiBsan
appealing, confident first collectiadhat
allows the reader glimpses into tbrmall,
private moments that constituteman lives.
JKM

When We Were Young: A Collection of
Canadian StoriesSeleted and

Introduced by Stuart McLean.

Viking, 1996. Hardback. 351 pages.-0
670873284

in this sotleotionyof stores, Steddd_gamm n
brings together the writings of/enty-two
well-known Canadiamriters from many
generations. Somare short stories, others
are excerptrom novels. All the stories
offer insightinto childhood. This is a
volume to beenjoyed in many ways; readers
may select particular stories by favourite
writers, read the volume as a collectain
warks oy .rendwned GanadlignSesijoy
stories about the innocence amdricacies of
childhood. McLean haselected writings by
a range of male arfémale authors. Stories
by writers suctas Robertson Davies,
Sinclair RossTimothy Findley, Margaret



Atwood andMargaret Laurence contrast challenging with aistinctive narrative

with themore contemporary voices of Nino voice and amnmistakable take on the world
Ricco, Wayson Choy and Diane which may respond best to being read aloud.
Schoemperlen. Styles of writing vary as The sense of being grounded ipaticular
much as the age of the writers but the way of looking at thevorld isan important
collection is drawn together by ikgnphasis element in this book. 1J

on the pathos, heartache dndnour of
childhood experiences. 1J

Loversand Other Strangerdy Carol

Mal yon. The Porcupineds Quil 1996.
Paperback. 172pages.-88984169-1
Lovers and other strangerby Carol
Malyon, contains 37 storieginy, often

little more than vignettes, poetic aimense
and sometimes disturbing. Sbevers a
range of topics, mostly fromfamale
perspective; her characters ramgage from
small children to old peopl®&lot a book for
every reader but thoseho like sharp,
delicate moments ofsight will find it
rewarding. 1J

English Lessons and ®er Storiesby
Shauna Singh Baldwin. Goose Lane,
1996. Paperback. 174 pages-86492
1837

These short stories by a Punjabi writer
describe the lives of women in India and
Canada from 1919 until the presavibst
have a feminist focus, highlightirige
hardships and the joys of beingvaman at
various times during thisentury in both the
West and the Easthe stories are very well
crafted andntriguing to read. An important
book bya new Canadian literary voice. 1J

One Good Story, That Onley Thomas
King. HarperCollins, 1993.

Paperback. 145pages.-00-2240009

One Good Story That Onby ThomagKing,
is a set of 10 short stories, somewbiich
will be more appealing to teeaaders than
others. At his most dowto-earth, King is
raucously funny the Coyote stories which
are interspersed ihis book are more
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Other times and historical
perspectives:
Canada

Barnacle Loveby Anthony De Sa.

Toronto: Doubleday, 2008. Hardcover.
216pages 9780-385664363

Barnacle Love is a seriest@h linked short
stories divided into two parts that beautifully
capture the trials and tribulations of an
immigrant family.

In the first half we are introduced to
twenty-year old Manuel Rebelo who goes to
sea to escape his domineering mother and
their small Portuguese village, gets washed
up on the shores of Newfoundland and
decides to start a new life in Canada. He
goes backda his village to marry the girl his
mother chose for him, but returns to Toronto
with a different wife and a dream to
succeed.

The second half is told by his
teenage son, Antonio, about his relationship
with his alcoholic father, and growing up in
the s@enties in Toronto's Little Portugal.

His dysfunctional family is rife with

tensions between the new and old world
cultures but, with his friends, he finds
escape by biking through the streets of their
neighbourhood.

Although this is a story of the ups
and downs of the Rebelo family, it has its
humorous moments and is also a poignant
comingof-age story. MH

The Nine Lives of Charlotte Tayloby
Sally Armstrong. Toronto: Random
House, 2007. Paperback. 978679
314059

In The Nine Lives of Charlotte Tay| well
known journalist Sally Armstrong fereates
the life Charlotte Taylor, her gregteat
great grandmother, who was one of the
earliest settlers of New Brunswick.
Drawing on historical fact and family
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records, Sally Armstrong tells the story of
this courageous and fascinating woman who
in 1775 escaped from her upper class
English family and sailed to Jamaica with
her | over, the
reached their destination, Charlotte found
herself al one, after
yellow fever, and pregnant. Ever
resourceful, Charlotte aligned herself with a
British commodore and continued her
journey by sailing north with him to Baie
des Chaleurs, in what is now New
Brunswick. Once there, Charlotte found
refuge with
her how to survive on the harsh, unforgiving
land. Charlotte Taylor was witness to the
early history of eastern Canada from the
expulsion of the Acadians to the privateers
of the BritishAmerican War to the
Loyalists, newly arriving from the United
States. Against this larger backdrop of these
historical events, Armstrong details
Charl otteds personal
mother, working to clear the land and
survive the ever present epidemics and
conflicts that existed in this rough country.
TheNine Lives of Charlotte Taylor
weaves together fact and fiction to tell the
story of this unique and memorable
character. Readers will no doubt enjoy this
fastpaced and thoroughly enjoyable story.
Highly recommended. JdG

White Rapidsby Palcal Blanchet.
Montreal: Drawn and Quarterly, 2007.
156 pages. Paperback. 978397299241

This book defies genre categorizatidhis

in graphic format but its not a novel.lt

tells the story of a company town, built

in northern Quebec to house the workers of
ahydro-power plant.Plantand village were
inaugurated in 1934 and by 1948, as the
baby boom gotvell underway, the
population stood at 240, half French and
half English. Until 1950, there was no road
connection to the south aegerything came
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in by ral. The village lasted only a few
decadesthe company automated the plant
processes and began to close the tmwn
1969.

It sounds like a simple, even
primitive story of life in the Canadiamorth,
but the pictures create a completely different
view of life in White Rapids.Drawing on
Art Deco and fifties Modernist
design,Blanchet provides the image of a
sophisticated rural idyll with thieest of
urban life available through the radio and
the importednovies. Using a very
restricted palatte of whiteyange and a
rangeof browns, he conveys a lively sense
of a thriving and contentecbmmunity,
created out of wilderness and returned to a
ghostlyhalf-life, but with a few decades of
exemplary existence sandwiched
in between.The contrasts in this bookear
fascinating and often movingnd the
overall impact is memorablelhe wilds and
wastes of northerQuebec will never seem
quite so empty againrMM

Late Nights on Airby Elizabeth Hay.
Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 2007.
Hardback. 364 pages.9780-771038112
This absorbing story is set in a very
particular time and placeYellowknife in
1975. The characters work in a small radio
station andhe book is alive to the meanings
of sound in all its differentanifestations.
In the background, wer@aware of the
hearings (ampt word in this context) of the
Berger inquiry into the laying of a gas
pipeline across the Arctidn the
foreground, we read of tvvomen and men
who put the radio station on the atheir
shifting awareness of each othéreir loves
and lusts and quarrels ajgélousies.The
story begins with the arrival of Dido Paris
whosebeauty and personality affect every
other character, and traces tipple effects
through a small and inwaildoking
community.
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Almost everybodyn this setting has
moved in from somewhere else, ghdir
pasts continue to play a part in their new
lives. The cast otharacters ranges broadly
in age, but because of the emphasis on
newbeginnings, in many ways this is a story
of youth. But it is setin acountry with its
own ancient history and geography, and the
contrasts striking.

The story breaks out of the confines
of the station when fowharacters Gwen,
Eleanor, Harry and Ralphdecide to make
an epiccanoe trip into the wilderness,
chalenging the geography, attemptitay
reincarnate a particular episode of history.
The outcome isnemorable and provides an
emotional climax to a memorable book.

MM

Cloud of Boneby Bernice Morgan.

Toronto: Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2007.
Hardback. 447pages.9780-676:979381
This captivating novel tells the stories of
three apparently unrelatetiaracters whose
narratives merge only in the final few pages
of thebook. The initial section recounts the
feckless life of KyleHolloway, a young man
growing up in wartime St. John's in an
atmosphere of amorality that is at times
genuinely shocking.Retreating from the
consequences of an unanticipated crime, he
hidesin a rocky cavern in the South Side
Hills. It is here, sequesteregar an old
burial giound, that he hears the voice of the
secondccharacter, the one whose story
dominates this bookThis speaker

is Shanawdithit, notoriously "the last of the
Beothuks," whose death thie age of 29 in
1829 is taken to mark the extinction of the
first nationof Newfoundland.Her story, the
central focus of the bookeglls of the gradual
destruction of her peopldt is
thematicallyappropriate that the character
whose story concludes the book,
JudithMuir, makes her first appearance
investigating genocide iRwanda. How the
three stories finally weave together makes



for a satisfyingconclusion to a book that underneath a new building. Both storas
asks us to look very hard at what counts as redolent of time and place; the plase¢he

morality. same but the times are radicallifferent,

Nobody, of course, can now speak and these similarities artifferences form a
for the Beothuk, and placing historical and major part of thappeal of this book.
fictional charactes alongside each other Hallam's agony over leaving his
always raises questions; some readers will wife and small daughters in Englawtiile
be offended by Mor gan besattemptki®noakeeamgo oblifeaat h e
indigenous voice But she has certainly apothecary in Toronto is vivid and
imagined herself into the final days of this believable. Hollis's efforts to find arséve
beleaguered people wigreat intensity.l the photos as his own life wastesay are
would have liked anore detailed and also powerfully presented. Tlacation of
specifichistorical note than the one she the photographs acts apiaot point
provides at the end of the novel, lshe between the two storieAnybody who ever
certainly lists her sources clearly, and | looks at econtemporary street and wonders,
found it relatively straightforward to locate "Whatwas it like herdoefore?" will find
information that confirmed some of the main  something to enjoy in this evocative and
events in her storythough | was left appedéing story. MM
wondering about some of the emotional
elements of the plotln any case, The Birth Houseby Ami McKay.
thesorrow, deprivation and bitterness of the  Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2006. 387
last days of the Beothukome across pages. Hardback. 6676977723.
convincingly and compellingly in these Dora Rare is the first daughter in five
pages.lt is athoughtful and thought generations of Rares and she was bown in
provoking novel. MM caul. The strangeness of her birth &wed

. ) ) habit o ftoofmachformgkiirnigo s et

Consolationby Michael Redhill. her apart in the isolatembmmunity of Scots
Toronto: Anchor Canada 2007 Bay, Nova Scotiavhere old superstitions
(2006). Paperback. 469 pages. 978 still have a holdAt seventeen, in the early
0-385659512 yearsof WWIDor ads | ack of mar
This novel is a story of lost and found. prospects antardships at home force her to
It moves between two centuries, thed- apprentice tiss Babineau, the local
nineteenth and the lateventieth,exploring Acadian midwife. This does nothing to
Toronto in its early years amil its current secure Dorads plsmee in t
incarnation. It is also story of new media, some consider Miss Babineawiich. Dora
the nineteenttenturynew medium of is also immediately drawinto Miss
photography irparticular. _ Babi neauds yuwgdottar,ct wi t h

What Jem Hallam, oregme Gilbert Thomas, who isellingfast,
apothecary and photographer, losethin painless, finmddmeasnd birth
nineteenth century, David Hdliandthen Assurance Maternity Homgown the
his widow Marianne hope to find the mountain.
twentieth: the glass negatives ddet of The conflict between traditional
photographs of daily life iforonto in the midwifery and modern medicine is se to
middle years of thaineteenth century. be central to the novel. However.
Redhill presentboth the story of how the Thomasos attemmieves o di s
photographgame to exist in the 8t place, never rally comes to much despite this

and thestory of their threatened loss, buried
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persecution continuing ovenany year$ more tightly as shenoves into the recent

long after Miss Babineauas died and Dora past to her parefistsd | iv
is left practicing orher own. person narration of her own life. There are
The Birth Housés much more¢han memorable people arevents: the drunken
a historical fiction novel abouiit c at ¢ h i n gfather whomistakenly idetifies the
babi eso. | t everwtypdd s o Rife eodstas Anterica to his young son, the
Awomanbds fiwemamd sa ntdr o wdtdcratio patriarch who makthe sea
thecourseof el | i ng Dor ads svoyagewith his fandlyanddhie segming
emancipation of women in the States, theft of a baby as thHamily travels, among
abortion, prostitution, the medical use of others.
vibrators to treat hysteria, difficutirths, As fans of Alice Munro would
infertility, extramaritalsex,lesbianism, expect, these stories dance delicatelyhe
physical and sexual abusg¢. Ultimately, edges of memoifjction, and imagination.
Dor abs st secopdary® th® me s In her foreword, Munr@mphasizes that
issues and details ebcial history that are these are storiésimagined, shaped, and
includedbutmany eader s wonot fallowingitheir own design rather than
They will befascinated by the fight for hi storical factsayShe not
women tocontrol their own bodie as that such stories pay more attentio the
championedy Dora Rare. EJ truth of a life tharfiction usually des. But
not enough (fareword.wear ono
The View from Castle Rochky Alice It seems fitting that her ancestors hail from
Munro. Toronto: Penguin Canada,2006. the Borderlands dbcotland, as Munro
Paperback. 349 pages. 978-14-305563 always travels in borderlands in her writing.
1. In weaving together fact and fiction inetbe
A new book by Alice Munro is always cause  stories, she createdapestry of richly
for celebration, and thisollection of stories imagined people, places, and events. JKM
offers additionablelight to readers who want
to know more about Munro herself. Munro A Map of Glassby Jane Urquhart.
traces the roots of her Laidlaamcestors Toronto: Emblem Editions, 2006
from Scotland in the 1700s, weaving (2005). Paperback. 392 pages: 0
narratives of theilives from tombstones, 771087284 R
village records, conversations with Urquhartds | atest novel
local people, and other avalike records. ingredients readetsave come to expeof
Aided in her research bydistant relative, her fiction: elegant and poetic writing;
the Scottish author James Hogg, she is complex female protagonist, andtary that
pleased taliscover her family has produced addresses the human psydaime, confluence
a writer in each generation. Th®ries she of the past and presemand the power of art
creates of these ancestors are partly her to ar_tlculate théeauty of life. The three
imaginings angartly theirown words, sections othe nqvel are framed by .the
resulting in a vivid cast of characters character OS_WV'a’ a woman suffe_nng from
andrich depiction of lives. Her historical a formof autism, who is in mourning for
account begins in Scotlandtime early Andrew, her secret lover who was a

1700s and continues with the emigrants who  historian and geographer. Sylvia reada in A
make the arduousoyage to Canada in 1818, Newspaper t hatcorpsewhs e wo s
and the pioneers who struggle toveaout discovered on an isldiwhere he was

livelihoods in a harsh land. The stories circle ~ esearching the story bfs ancestors. She
flees from hehusband to travel secretly to
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Toronto tomeet the photographic artist Roadis a complex, beautiful novel &mily
(Jeromewho found Andr e wo diestboaydogd friendship and wdihe story

conversations with Jerome, Sylvia feike is told fromtwo perspectivesNiska is one
for the first time to reflecbn herown of the few remaining "buskmdians™ in
troubled life and to explore theiances of Northern Ontario in the earl©00s. Her
her extramarital relationshipvith Andrew. story documents the declio¢ her culture as
These two contemporary sectiarfshe her people are push@texorably onto
novel frame the central sectiomhich in reserves, and theshildren are taken from
many ways is the mosbmpelling of the them and sent teesidential schools. Niska
three. Here Urquhatakes readernsto the rescues hemephew Xavier from the misery
historyofAndr ewds ancest or sof areswdéntal sscheal ad raises him in the
19thcenturyshipbuilders and hotelkeepers bush, passing on her traditiorka@owledge
onTimber Island in Lake Ontario. Hgreat to him. His story composeke bulk of the
grandfat her s Andeewd book Ereyare joineduring thg Summers
family notebooks that hawvaurvived the by Xavier's frend Elijah, who spends the
generations, comes alivetinis setion of school year at theesidential school in
the novel. It is a story aftrong passions and Moose FactoryElijah persuades Xavier to
relationships, familyeuds and enlist in theCanadian army during World
reconciliations, ambition angreed. War |, andthe two young men soon find
Through the story, with itsowerful themselve®n the battlefields of Europe,
central image of an island hotgladually where theskills they karned in the bush
disappearing under layers sdnd, Urquhart quickly earn them a reputation as brilliant
reflects on thanevitability of change, and snipers.
the erosiorof historical memory. Elijah's skills and his zest for his
This is an ambitious novel, amdt role as a sniper soon give him hero status
wholly successful. In many ways, th@ry the eyes of his regiment. Xavier, witis
tries to do too much and to gotoo many hesitant English and his distaste for
directions. The historicalentral section is "hunting" his felbw human beingsemains
so compellingit is ashock to be brought an outsider. As Elijah falldeeper into
back to the preseim the final section of the morphine addiction (aommon problem

book, and found it hard to care as much for among soldiers in th&reat War), he also
Syl viads fate aslong di devedopsamddictiontoeillimgjandeas o f

dead 18 century ancestors in tloentral obsessionvith beating the record of the
pages of the novel. Yet, the bod&eshave legendaryOjibway sniper "Pegy" (Francis
great fascination, and despite Pegahmagabow, an actual historiogiire
shortcomings, it is a worthwhile redt. whose kills may have numberad high as
offers an engaging fictionalizethrrative of 378). Xavier becomes Elijanimwilling
a specific geographical anemporal period confessor as morphine anthdness
of Canadian historinterwoven with the transform the friend he lovédike a brother
complex and moreecognizable lives of into a stranger he comesfear. Boyders
charaters in the21stcentury. 1J novel may be Canadiditerature's best
evocation since Timothlyindley'sThe Wars
Three Day Roady Joseph Boyden of how war can warghe souls of normal
Penguin, 2005. Hardback. 368 pages. young menlf all of this sounds a little
0-670-063622 bleak,the novel is not without its share of
Joseph Boyden's debut novdiree Day loving warmth and hope. Boyden paiats
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masterful portrait of Xavier's arfelijah's
boyhood friendship, equal padffection

and rivalry. His depiction ahe strong ties
that develop betweeiellow soldiers over
years of war ifuthentic and moving.
Xavier's outsideperspective on Canada and
Canadiamilitary culture is intelligent,
thoughtfuland occasionally humorous. And
in Niska's loving care of her nephew, the
reader finds a glimmer of hope thabetter
fate awaits Xavier than the ofexing so
many victims of war's horror$lG

Black Bird by Michel Basilieres.

Vintage Canada, 2004 (2003).

Paperback. 311 pages.-676975283

This wild romp of a tall tale igproariously
funny but it is alsdouching, serious, and
politically charged. Telling the preposterous
storyof the Desouche familgf Montreal, it
also tackled questions about Quebec
separatism and political violen¢ealbeit
obliquely and under the guise mbnstrous
exaggeration. Basilieredters the historical
facts of the 1960and 1970s to present his
bizarre storyworld; neverheless, his images
of life in Montreal and in Quebec flourish
vividly and convincingly within the confines
of his warped and lurid framework.

To call the Desouche family
dysfunctional is a major understatement.
Grandfather and Uncle are grawbbers.
Grandf at her 6 smismideandd
her only consolation is heet crow. Father
is constantly on thimokout for money
making schemedother is in a deep
depression followinghe death of her father,
Angus; she littlknows that Angus died as
the result of abomb laid on behalf of the
Front deliberation du Quebec (FLQ) by her
owndaughter Mari e.
JeanBaptiste, is a languishing readenose
passion for text is severelyndermined by
the fact tlikeaeadingie
Englis h but Erenoh6Thisr ead
lugubrious set of eventand people should
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Mar

does

make for dismateading but the tone is light
andpersuasive, and the pressure of events
develops logically out of often very silly
initial premises.

Basilieres plays games with the
facts of Quebec history, and plays games
with his ludicrous cast of charactef$ie
result is a rollicking, satirical angery funny
fable that invites readers keep turning the
pages in amazememiM

Incorrigible, by Velma Demerson.
Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University
Press, 2004. Paperback. 172 pages. O
889204446.

You won't see Velma Demerson's slafe
Canadian history televised inHeritage
Minute. Demerson was Mhen she was
imprisoned for the crimef being
“incorrigible," a term in Ontaritegislation
that could be applied to aiypung woman
whose sexual morals weseaspect. The 18
yearold Demerson'scrime” was dating a
Chinese man. Hegrarents called the police,
who busted heat his apartment one
morning. Thepregnant girl ended up in a
women'sprison, along with prostitutes and
otherfemale criminals. Many aspects of her
sentence were confusing to Demersothat
time, but most confusing of all walse
series of painful medical treatmestse had
to undergo for a sexualtyansmitted disase

w thdt enly manifestedself long after she was

imprisoned.

Years later, Demerson's research
suggested that the doctors at the prisay
have intentionally infected patientsorder
to study the human papillonvirus, which
could not be transmittetd animals and thus
required humasubjects. Dr. Edna Guest,
the reeagphytsivian at thb prison, hvasre-,
presidenbf the Canadian Sociélygiene
Council, a eugenics group thatblished
papers "proving" that peopie the prison
system are "moralefectives" who pose a
threat to raciapurity. Though she cannot



prove it,Demerson suspects that Dr. Guest
triedto damage her fertility or even harm
her mixed-race baby. The unidentified pills
she was forced to take while bretestding
were probably ¢hersulphanilamide or
Dagenan, botkexperimental drugs (there is
independengévidence that these drugs were
tested onnmates). Her baby developed
severeeczema and other abnormalities, and
washospitalized for several months.

Demerson's book is disturiy, yet
essential reading. High schaiudents learn
about the Holocaust aswatter of course,
and the eugeniasovement was its North
Americancousin. This personal account
from alively, sympathetic narrator is a
highly readable account of an episode i
Canadian history that should not be
forgotten. HG

Voyageurshy Margaret Elphinstone.
Toronto: McArthur & Co., 2003.

Trade Paperback. 470 pages.
1552783758.

Scottish author Margaret Elphinstone
delivers a wonderful Canadian taletlms
meticulouslyresearched historicabvel.
Voyageurdrings the fur trade eta life in
ways that social studies classanply
cannot. As the Canadiaerritories prepare
themselves for th&/ar of 1812, a young
Quaker mamamed Mark Greenhow arrives
in Canada to sedndor his sister, a
missionary who has eloped with a North
West Company fur trader and goméssing
in the wilderness. Mark obtai@ssistance in
his search from the NortWest Company.
As he travels withraders (some of whom
are working agiovernment sgis and
recruiting agentamong the Indians) Mark is
exposed fothe first time to people who do
not sharehis religious and cultural
backgroundHis journey in search of his
sisterbecomes a voyage of seliscovery as
he begins to question some of thererigid
tenets of his faith, while remainirigue to its
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core values. Because Markais outsider,
many things about Canadiaristory and the
fur trade must bexplained to him, and thus
to the readelElphinstone weaves this
information intothe storyso well that it
never becomegedantic or dull. HG

The Corner Garderby Lesley

Krueger. Penguin Canada, 2003.
Paperback. 323 pages.-04-3012738

This is a thoroughly gripping andtelligent
novel that weaves togethéremes involving
passion, betrayaisolation, and the
desperation to believia something larger
than oneself. Tolgrimarily through two
narrative voiced those of 15yearold
Jessie Barfoot anger elderly neighbour
Martha vanTellingerd the novel takes
place incontemporary Toronto andeh
NazioccupiedAmst er dam of
youth.Jessie is smart, funny, well read, and
highly cynical about
mother and new stefather want tanake in
Toronto. Martha has lived fdifty years in
isolation with her beautifutorner garden,
harboring the secrets bér youthful
allegiance to the HitleYouth and the lies
that enabled her arter father to emigrate to
Canada after th&/ar. While the young girl
seeks truttand meaning, the older woman
has spend lifetime barricading herselfdm
truthand living under a false identity. She
hascultivated a beautiful garden, which
conceals the truth of her life.

The narrative unfolds through
multiple diaries: those of Jessie dvdrtha
as 1l5yearolds, of the elderlyMartha, and
ofateenwhava s M aaoritempotasy
during the War. Kruegesrites masterfully
in the varied voicesyith careful and witty
attention to théanguage of sel€onscious
narrators. Shedetails the disturbing
relationship oflessie and the elderly Martha
with subtletyand force, as the young
Canadian girl makes false assumptions
about Marthads Inovéle

Mart h
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stays 1in
has been read. JKM
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Rush Home Roadby Lori Lansens.
Random House, 2002. Paperback. 547
pages.0-676974511

Rush Home Road essentially twatories,
told in alternating chapterabout Adelaide
Shadd. Adelaide wdsorn in southwestern
Ontario in the earlywentiethcentury in an
all-black townsettled by fugitive slaves.
Part of thebook has anlderly Addy, living
a quietlife in a trailer park not far from her
birthplace. Her world is completebhanged
when fiveyearold Sharla Codys
abandoned on her doorstep.The otheat of
the book is the story of Addyesarlier life,
where as a teenagghe isforced to leave
her home and her familfeven though she
never lives far fronRusholme, Addy doesn't
return. ButRusholme is never far from
Addy's hearbr her memory, even as she
marries, haa family, and ultimately
survives thanany challenges #t she
encounters. lisn't until she is forced to care
for Sharlathat Addy can confront her past,
find forgiveness, and finally make the
journey back to Rusholm&ush Home
Roadis a powerful story that draws the
reader in and doesn't let go until fireal
page. The characters are interesting and
memorable and the setting is vividly
described. At over 500 pages long, Rush
Home Road is probably moappropriate for
older teenage readers, lius a book that no
one will soon forgetldG

The Way the Cow Fliesby Ann-Marie
MacDonald. Alfred A. Knopf Canada,
2003. Paperback. 720 pages-@r6-
974082

The most engrossing aspecfltfe Waythe
Crow Fliesis the intersection gfolitical
lies, secrets, and intrigue withe smallest
of details of everydayfe, as MacDonald
makes the narrative cat&t the world of
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espignagea &ntd efficiaecrbtein fact casts a
pall over the live®f those very average
citizens in whos@ame the deception is
perpetrated. JadidcCarthy moves his

family from Germany to hisiew posting at
an airforce base in Ontario. For Jack, Mimi,
and their two children, Mike andadeleine,
the return to Canada iscantinuation of

their perfect life in thigjood and decent
country. Jack hasverything, and more
importantly, hé'wants whathe has* a
successful careea, happy marriage to a
beautiful and sexywoman, a sweet daughter,
an intelligentson, and the respect of friends
andcolleagues. But Jack soon finds himself
caught in a web of petty lies and deceats,
he becomes involved mhighlevel

classified plan for which he operatstside
the normal chain of militargommand.
Madeleine, though only eighdlso learns the
destructive power of lieand secrets, as she
and her classmatese ensnared by an evil
that results in &orrific crime. The rich
period details ofife in Ontario in the 1960s
demand aeader's patience, as the plot
movesslowly during these pages; but the
very ordinariness of these details becomes
imbued with deeper significance as ttery
gathers force. JKM

Deafeningby Frances Itani.

HarperCollins, 2003. Hardback. 378
pages. 600-2005395

Deafenings the first novel by Francéani,
and tells the story of Grania, whadthe age
of five becomes profoundigeaf after
contracting scarlet fever. Hguilt-ridden
mother cannot accef@rania's disability
while Grania'ggrandmother tries to teach
her to readhnd speak again. Grania's sister,
Tress, isanother ally who obligingly shouts
words into Grania's ears, trying to hékpr
‘hear' again. When it bemes cleato her
family that Grania can no longsurvive in
the hearing world of thesmall, Ontario
town, Grania is sent tove at the Ontario



School for the Deaf iBelleville, where she

learns sigianguage and speech far from the

oftenunforgivingworld outside.

After graduating from the school,
Grania meets Jim Lloyd, a hearing mand
together they create a nenwcabulary that is
made up of botlsound and silence. Two
weeks after theimarriage, Jim must leave
home to servas a stretcher bearen the
battlefields otthe First World War. The
remainder othis story is told through their
letters,both real and imagined, as Jim and
Grania try to sustain their relationstapd
come togrips with the terribleealities of
war.

Deafenings a storyof both love
and history. Frances Itani weauegether a
great deal of historicaksearch and
information about Worldar | and the story
of a family living insmall town Ontario in
the earlytwentiethcentury. Full of
interesting andnemorable charaatg this is
awonderful story that readers of historical
fiction are sure to enjoy. JdG

Lightning by Fred Stenson. Douglas &
Mclntyre, 2003. Hardback. 428

pages. 1553650107

Lightningis the story of Doc Windham a
Texan cowboy. It's 1881 and Windhamd
a crew of misfits are hired to trailreerd of
cattle from Montana to theochrane Ranch
in Alberta. The story isold in the present
and in flashbacks t®866 when Doc lost the
love-of-his life, Pearly, in a bowling match,
and went orthe run from a mawho wants
him deadThe two threads weave together
like abeautifully crafted tapestry. Stenson
writes sparsely but descriptiveRHungry as
they were, no one movetiiring the full
transformation oévening. The long rays
turned the horsmint to amethystthe tired

grass to goldThen the sun was devoured by

a jaggednouth. The gold, pink, then purple
washes of sunset. Finally,the moon \sas
egg yolk in a purple sky."

This is historical fiction at itbest,
well researched with largéhanlife, but
totally believable characters.it a gripping
story about the beginningf open ranch life
in Southern Albertal.ightningwon the
Grant MacEwarAuthors Award. MH

River Thievedy Michael Crummey.
Doubleday Canada, 2001. Hardback.
335 pages. 885658109

This is a tremendous book. Historiéakion
has a misplaced reputation f@metimes
being dry and dusty, but tleharacters in
this book step into life frortheir first
appearance onwards. Like thest historical
novels, this one makg®u feel that th
characters are the wélyey are partly
because of the time apthce they inhabit:
in this case of thibook, that location is 19th
centuryNewfoundland, a hard and
challenginghome for anyone but
particularly for thdast surviving Beothuks.

The storyof the Beothuks, who
became extinct before the 19th centwas
a third over, is a haunting one;tims book
they are already halfanishedseen only
fleetingly, with one exceptiorl.hat
exception is Mary, a young womaaptured
and kept against her with thePeyton
household. John Peyton &nd John Peyton
Jr. struggle to manageharsh life. The son
constantly battles famnis father's respect, and
even sees him asrival for the love of
Cassie, theiservant.

Crummey does an excellent job
answering the question that ofteaffles
those who sample the worst of
Newfoundland's winters: how on eadiul
anyone survive here when life wWaarder
than it is now? The extrendhfficulties of
clawing a bare living outf the unforgiving
rock are broghtvividly to life in this very
readable storyAs well as history, the book
includesromance, suspense, and terror. A
stimulating exploration of a fascinating
story. MM



The Stone Carverby Jane Urquhart. Ken McGoogan. Harper Flamingo

McClelland & Stewart, 2001. Canada, 2001. Hardback. 328 pages.

Hardback. 392 pages0-7710-8687-3 0-00-2000547

One twentietkcentury revolution thatas This book should lay to rest thieoughtthat

become almost invisible to us, wew take Canadian history is not interestingell

it so for granted, is theéevelopment of researched, with an abundanceoimary

readymade articles fodomestic use source material, maps aildistrations, this

clothes, kitchen toolsyindow frames, roof is a fascinating book ajohn Rae, the young

shingles, and sfwrth. What we nw buy doctor chosen bthe Hudson Bay Company

without amoment's thought, we used to to map thecoast of the Arcti mainland in

create foourselves. The bond thus forged the midnineteentltentury. Not only did

between hand, tool and artifactsiemething Raemap the final link of the Northwest

we now experience less oftdt that bond Passage, he also discovered, from Inuit

is one element of our pastat Jane Urquhart hunters, the fate of the Frankkixpedition.

successfully recreates this intriguing Mc Googan writes of Ra

historical novel. Skilland love of craft are appreciation of both the Cree and Inuit

not specific to ongender, but our forebears customsand lore. When he returned to

behaved as ihey were, and the heroine of England and made his report, includihg

this book Klara Becker, must fight fact that the Franklin survivors haglsorted

assumptiongsibout what she can and cannot to cannibalism, Lady Frankliand Charles

dobecause she is a wam With such Dickens helped destroy higputation.

material to work with, it is not surprising Although later discoveriggroved Rae

that Urquhart also foregrounds the cicft correct, until thé book,neither his name nor

novetmaking as well. hisaccomplishments has been well known.
Daily life in a Germarsettledpart Fatal Passagevon the Drainie

of Ontario in the late nineteenth aealrly Taylor Biography Prize, CAA Lela

twentieth century is at the hearttbe early Common Award for Canadian Histognd

patt of this novel. The Firstvorld War was cewinner of The GranMacEwan

plays its awful part ishattering the Author's Award. MH

assumptions that hamteviously worked so

comfortably, andvhen it is over the The Tradeby Fred StensonDouglas

guestion of how tcommemorate the dead & Mcintyre, 2000. Paperback. 344

and lost becomgwzimary. The action moves pages. 155054816-6

to thecreation ofthe great Canadian War The story of the Hudsono

Memorial at Vimy in France bwuestions and the opening of the Canadian Wegh®

of craft and art andssumptions about fur trade form the core of this highly

gender continue tmotivate the plot. This readable book. Told from thpgerspective of

highly readabldook never loses its sense of  the European traders,dbnveys the

the impactand importance of what our language and attitudes of thime. Such

hands camanipulate anevhat our hearts language and attitudes maffend some

need tcknow. MM contemporary readers hiey shed

considerable light on tHeundation of the

Fatal Passage: The Untold Story of western provinces age know them today.

John Rae, the Arctic Adventurer who Stenson based hssory on real people and

Discovered the Fate of Franklinhy historicald ocument s but fiwrote

lineso f known fur trade hi s

90



characters real. The result is a vivid
adventure story filled with people who,
perhaps because of their actual historical
roots and quirks, come across as lathan
life. The reshaping of the West wast a
pretty operation. Stenson doesexcellent
job of conveying the accidenthe
contingencies, and the messinesthat
story. The result is an illuminatirand
fascinating novel. MM

Bal ti moreds
Wayne Johnston. Vintage Canada

2000 (1999). Paperback. 272 pages.
0-676:9729¢%7

Lord Baltimore founded the communiby
Ferryland on the Southern Shoretloé
Avalon Peninsula in Newfoundlands long
ago as the 1620s. Waydehnston tells a
morerecent story, bubne equally steeped in
history: theanguished battle among
Newfoundlanders over whether to
confederate with Canada or to stickut
independently as a Dominion of tBetish
Commonwealth. Familiedivided and
acrimony ran deep faeneations.

In this story of his father and his
grandfather, Johnston explores that ebtd
flow of emotion and eloquence Imghly
fascinating ways. Author dfheColony of
Unrequited Dreamsvhich fictionalizes the
story of Joe Smallwoodhe victorious
leader of theConfederation cause, Johnston
here tellssomething of the other side of the
story.In the course of this book, we learn
much about the Johnston family, abthe
psychology of losing a vital politicdlattle,
and about the doughty ahdrdworking
people of Newfoundlandit the same time,
we are offered mangubtle insights into
how fathers and someake and break
connections with eaabther. The book is a
pleasure to reafilom beginning to end. MM

The Beothuk Sagdy Bernard Assiniwi.
Translated by WayneGrady. McClelland

Malbysi on:
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& Stewart, 2000(first published in

French in 1996).Hardback. 341 pages. 0
771007981

This book accomplishes many thireysd
raises many questions. It begingted time
that the Vikings arrived iNewfoundland
and ends with the deatbf the last of the
Beothuks in the IIentury. A saga spread
over eighthundred years must establish
strongemotional connections with the
characters in order
interdst and this book certainly succeatls
thatlevel. Assiniwi also achieves a
convincing sense of time passingstoms
changing, legends settling infiged stories.
This story establisheanew the utter horror
of an entire peoplbeing wiped out, and
restores a shamefahapter of Canadian
history b a livemoral question.

The Beothuks became extinct
almost 175 years ago, so there is nolefte
to speak directly for them. Infectionalized
account such as this omeaders need to be
able to trust thearrator, to know the
authority for hisasselibns about a silenced
people. Inthis story, Assiniwi often
convinceghrough the substance of detall,
but thereare points where it would be useful
to know more about the basis of his
descriptions. In particular, a motif &sbian
exchanges between théves ofa single
man raises the issue afithenticity. A single
occurrence ofuch a scene might be taken as
poeticlicense; when it recurs over centuries,
guestias arise about the historicahrrant
for such description. It is ndthat the lesbian
scenesre particularlyoffensive in
themselve$ indeed theyare warmly
comforting. But it is notlear whether
readers are meant sospend disbelief and
read these scenas fiction, or to ascribe
historicalverification and read them as fact.
This mentalconflict eventually interferes
with complete enjoyment of the book and
may limit its value for broad
recommendation. Nevertheless, thode



relish the sweep of historical sagad find Translated from French by theauthor.

much to enjoy in this wideangingnovel. Key Porter Books, 19991997).
MM Paperback. 351 pages.-85263025-0
This fastpaced novel, set in Quebeuaring

The Lament of Charlied.ongsongby Roch World War [, is an engaginglend of
Carrier. Translated by Sheila Fischman. romance and political intrigudhis first
Penguin Books, 1999 (firspublished 1996 novel by Michelle Tisseyre, lderary
in French, 1998 inEnglish). Paperback. translator and journalist, was tme
260 pages. 44-0263241 bestseller list in Quebec fseventeen weeks
This book successfully connects #teries before being translatedto English. The
of three different people, amdakes the story revolves arountthe life of Jeanne
links possible through the lifef a fourth Langlois, onlydaughter of a conniving
man, whose biography nevgets written mother angowerful Quebec politician
and whose identity iswltiple. In the course father. Thep | ot f ol |l ows Jeanned
of telling thiscomplex story, Carrier as shesuffers the mental and physical
successfullyconveys the far more complex privations of a strict religious ordenoves
history ofthe French in North America. into an unfortunate marriage wigh

RobertMartin is a mediocre charming and ambitious Irishman and
historian, whose marriage has shattexed subsequently gas independence and
whose career is faltering. When thecides maturity in a changing social apdlitical
to pursue the biography dbseph Dubolis, a scene. Tisseyre claims the nowals
French Canadiafarmer in Arizona, he inspired by the story of henaternal
comes in contaatith Charlie Longsong, a grandparents, and she has promisedahat
Native American who losan arm fighting sequel will be forthcoming. The novsl
for the Allies in World War 1. Charlie isld easy to read and offers botle@mingof-age
and perceived as an aimless drunklsy story with many elements ofsmap opera
neighbours, but he is consumed vittle and an intriguing glimpsmto Quebec
memory of his brief liaison with Brench political life in the earlytwentieth century.
Canadian nurse, Blanchariviere, from 1J
Montreal.

Martin never doesort out themany Broken Groundby Jack Hodgins.
references to FreneBanadiangalled McClelland & Stewart/A Douglas
Joseph Dubois, though he ddearn a great Gibson Book, 1998. Hardback. 357
deal about the ubiquity dfie French pages.0-771041845
throughout the continent. Hko e s n 6 t e IMMhis book tellg the story of a group of
clear up the unfinishestory of Charlie and veterans of World War |, given land kbye
Blanche, either. Buty theend of the book Canadian government as an
we are mucltlearer about which looseends acknowl edgement ®&f the ¢
matterand which are just part of the its soldiers. Unfortunately the lanok)
messinessf ongong history. An intriguing Vancouver Island, was just about
novelwhich offers readers a good story and unfarmable, litteed with large stumpgom
agreat deal to think about after the book is t he | umber c domapsantoithe s e a
closed. MM territory. The settlers doot know each

other and theironlyredli nk i s t he me)

Divided Passion®y Michelle Tisseyre experiences in the Wamhich they often do

not want to talkabout and which play a role
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as aterribleecho to the ordinariness of
everydayproblems. The story is told by
manydifferent people in the community,
andthe main characters are very memorable
and engaging. Eleveyearold Charlie
Maclintosh loses his father to this hdadd,
and Matt Peason, one of theeturned
soldiers, suffers perhaps amen more
grievous loss. The quiet baotten anguished
stoicism of the people ithis moving story is
as powerful as thplot. It sounds like a grim
read but irfact it is one of those books that
succeasfully moves a reader into a
completely different world. MM

Small Mercies: A Boy after Waby

Ernest Hillen. Penguin Books, 1998
(1997). Paperback. 205 pages-1-
025286X

This sequel ta’he Way of a Bogontinues
the childhood reminiscence$ Ernest

Hillen, a Dutch citizen whaurvived life in

a Japanese internmeggmp in Indonesia
during World War Il,and then moved to
Canada for a spell fove with his Canadian
grandparentsThe earlier book told the
harrowing storyof his life under Japanese
rule; this bookrecords his slow and dogged
efforts tobecome normal and anonymous in
postwarToronto. As with the earlier book,
Hill ends eye for the
nuance of acceptance or rejection is clear
and sharp. This book also explores the
turmal of early adolescence, and
contemporary teenagers may well be
surprised to learn how much they have
common with a boy of a different tinaand a
decidedly different place. Aighly

satisfying read. MM

The Electrical Fieldby Kerri Sakamoto.
Vintage Canadai Random House, 1998.
Paperback. 305 page$)-676971954
This book is challenging on more thane
level. It tells the story of AsakBaito, a
woman for whom the oldashionederm of
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Aspi nst e agpromidelaba. Inder
childhoodAsako wa interned along with
otherJapanes€anadians; the ripples from
that experience still mark her daily liéad
the dramatic events of the plétsako is the
ultimate in unreliablearrators, and when
she describes whaappens when her
neighbour ismurderel, readers must be alert
to whatshe really means. The story is full of
tension but the real triumph of the book,
which has been shortlisted for severares,
is the development oftheer oi ne 6 s
contradictory and conflictecharacter. Set in
the 1970s,He storytells of how history
leaves its marks on@mmunity and a
people. The electricdield of the title is a
real territory but théerm also describes the
dynamicrelations between different groups,
between men and women, betweelults

and childrenNot an easy reduut an
absorbing and fascinating bod¥M

The Colony of Unrequited Dreamisy
Wayne Johnston. Alfred A. Knopf,

1998. Hardback. 562 pages.-676-

971822

Joseph Smallwood, the first premier of
Newfoundland after Confederation with
Canadan 1949, is the hero of this book.
The heroine, Sheilagh Fielding, idietional
treatioh, iand ger liseoty afewfoundland, t
which appears antervals throughout this
story, offers aardonic take on the official
reports andecords kept by the colonizers
Thebook is an intriguing mix of fact and
fiction throughout. At times it places the
historical character Smallwood in theddle
of events that really happeneudhat is
fictional is the idea theBmallwood was
anywhere near at thane. Young readers
will probably nottrouble to work out what is
true and whais invented in this story and in
someways it will not matter. The story is a
fascinating one, and the truth is hariglys
believable than this conglomeratehidtory

h e



and myth. The real focus tfestory is
Newfoundland itself. MM

Paperback. 294 pages.-371058837

A lyrical and vivid novel that inviteeeaders
into the complex worlds of twmen: Jakob,

a holocaust survivor whwas rescued from
the mud of a burie@olishcity during World
War Il as ayoung boy, and Ben, a young
Canadiarprofessor who meets Jakob when
he isan old man. Their stories and memories
intertwine to create a multilayered poetic
aovd df war, ompassiwmand beathtgt
promises to haunt readersitpafterthe
book has been completed. A musadfor
sentence fragments, Majpresents a time anyone who loves language aedjoys a
travelling hero whawisits many crucial complex evocative story. IJ
momentsiMNe wf oundl andds harsh history.
Themajesty and bleakness of the setting, The Engl i sbhy@ayno s
andthe courage of Newfoundlanders in the

Gaffer: A Novel of Newfoundlandy

Kevin Major. Doubleday Canada,1997.
Hardback. 202 pages. 885256671

This book offers a mythologicapproach to
the history olNewfoundlandGafferis an
unusuabook, told in sha chapters and

il lustrated with the
photographs of Newfoundland sceni@san
elliptical prose style involvingnany

Boy

face of many cruelties comes across
strongly. Gaffer does not always make
right decision but his role as witness
history is a powerful one. MM

You Went Away: A Novelldy

Timothy Findley. HarperCollins,

1996. Hardback. 218 pages.-00-

2243857

Recreated from a fictional box of old
photographs and told in diary form, tissa
story of a Canadian family duririge
Second World War. Findley telispoignant
tale of Mi, left at home witlher son and
daughter while hephilandering pilot
husband Graeme ruitgs chances of an Air
Force careethrough drinking and

ne gl i g e nfdile effortdlat 6 s
reconciliation with hehusband, her
attraction to aomanticyoung pilot and her
intricaterelationships with her children and
family are set in the context of wangrsonal
tragedy and the daily routine$ everyday
life. This is a war story tolth a very
intimate and compellingashion. 1J

Fugitive Piecedy Anne Michaels.
McClelland & Stewart, 1996.

Vanderhaeghe McClelland &

Stewart, 1996. Hardback. 333 pages.
0-771086938

This novel cleverly interweas two
narratives into a powerful reflection ¢me
Old Canadian West as it is imagingdough
the eyes of a young drifténown as the
Engl i s hma n énsagirtedalynosa n d
50 years later by megalomaniac
Hollywood film produceiof the 1920s. The
two stories are drawtogether by Harry
Vincent, a likable andaive young scenarist
from Saskatchewan who is commissioned
by a Hollywood film studio to track down
and interview
his past. The novel is compelling read,
evocative oboth the hardshipand wildness
of the Old West and therittle elegance and
power struggles afarly Hollywood. It deals
extremelyeffectively with questions of
power,prejudice, betrayal and perspective.
Its dual narratives require some attentive
readirg but the story is so engaging titat
should keep even less experienceaders
engrossed. MM

The Piano
Findley. HarperCollins, 1996 (1995).
Paperback. 541 pages.-00-6480535

tdbaut Engl i s

Mahby dimothPau g ht er



Ti mot hy Fi ndl BhwgRaso | at thisdtbrotimen S8ed lng, is a sickly child,

Ma n Basighter is in many ways story of pampered and dominated by his
tragedy. Lily Kilworth is avoman with grandmother, the formidable Pploh.All
debilitating and devastatimroblems the children live in a crossulturalworld
epilepsy, pyromania argtomiscuityi who inhabited by family ghosts arsgcrets and
is living at a timewhen these afflictions the increasing complexities wartime
were littleunderstood and greatly feared. horror and racial prejudic€oignant,

Her life isa constant yearning for love, with illuminating and vivid, thisrovel is an
muchof this affection focused on her son, engaging read. It has besmortlisted for

Charl i e, the naQGenmtralt or theTrilliumiBbol Avardaadtfar they .
to the novel foreis Char | Clagtess asdBaoksdbanada First Novel

paternity. I ntlileywewi ne AwadilX h Li | yoés

meet other fullydrawnc har act er s: Lilyds

mother, Ede, who fallsn love with the No Ma n 0lsy Kévia Major .

t ragi c A Hiedernck Wysitg a 0 |, Doubleday,1995. Hardback. 251

stern, sociallyconsciousnan who becomes pages. 8385255039

L i | syepfather and warden, and a host of No Ma n q y Kevia Maor, tellghe
minor eccentric characters who addhe terrible story of the Newfoundland
charm of the novel. Findley not onlyites Regiment which was eviscerated on fingt
a compeing story, but he hassirong sense day of the Battle of the Somme\iorld

of the wonder of the lanand nature. The War I. The fictionalized story i®ld largely
southern Ontaritandscape reverberates from theperspective oSecond Lieutenant

throughout theovel and becomes a force of  Alan Hayward; theegimental pictures on
itsown.Gr aced with Fi ndl etye@sdpaperdffer sldquest withesslto the

literary skills, this is a book which wilave dreadfult r ut h of Maj or 6s stor

awide appeal. 1J classified as Marddar 6s f i
certainly takes on themes mamemplex and

The Jade Peonypy Wayson Choy searing than those of Hi®oks for young

Dougles & Mcintyre, 1995. adults, but when all isaid and done, there is

Paperback. 237pages.-55054468-3 nothing in thisbook which would not be

The Jade Peony Way s on @dveb y 6 scorfipietelgatcessible to adolescent readers.

recreates Vanouver of the 193wl 1940s MM

from the perspective of threhildren of a

family of Chinesemmigrants. Life in The Danger Tree: Memory, War anthe

Chinatown is verylifferent for the children, Search for a Family's Pasby David

who aredivided by age, gender and family MacFarlane. Random House o€anada,

situation. JooK.iang, the only sistefalls 2000. Paperback. 320 pages.

under the spell of Wong Suk, an dé&mily 0-676972942

friend whom she mistakes for tMonkey A profound exploration of the damage

King. Theirspecial friendshignds as the caused to the social psychology of

old man returns to Chinaith a bone Newfoundland by that war is containied

shipment from Chinesenmigrants who Davi d Ma cTReaDarlgaTneeg & s

died in Canada. Jur§um, second brother, book not necessarily immedelyappealing

was adopted by thamily as a 4yearold to adolescents but one whicbuld expand

orphan. Hidreams are to become a Chinese their minds and emotiorencerning the

warriorand afamous baxr . T h e f a msordrowosthe past. Thimok tells of the
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damage done to thabric of Newfoundland comes to Canada as a conculand battles

society oveseveral generations after the to maintain her independenagd her spirit

slaughter orthe Sommé recaunted as a despite innumerable ar ds hi ps. Chong

memoirofone mandés quest teasytaneal sagsidnrcimed with

hismot her Oise nflaamigleys r e a dascmatidg famy photographs which help

understanding as well of the profouzuad to capture thstruggles and triumphs of a

far-reaching pity of war. MM family divided by geography, war and
personaloyalties. 1J

Victory 1945: Canadians from War to

Peaceby Desmond Morton and J.L. Random PassagBreakwater, 1992.
Granatstein. HarperCollins, 1995. Paperback. 269 pages.-55081051-0
Hardback. 256 pages. @0-2550695

World War 1l is the subject dfictory 1945: Waiting for Time by Bernice Morgan.
Canadians from War to Peaby Desmond Breakwater, 1994. Paerback. 230

Morton and J.L. Granatsteifhis book, pages. 1550810804

written as a pictorial essalpoks back to a A pair of historical novels by Bernice

time of transition a€anadanoved from a Morgan offers a rare perspective on the
period of war andestraint to an era of early days of settlement Mewfoundland.
prosperity. It iffilled with evocative black Random Passagpublished in 1992, and its
andwhite and colour photographs which sequeMaiting for Time published in 1994,
capturethe hopes, fears, exuberance and have appeareds adult books, but théave
pathosof young Canadians at war, and with a great deal to offer to adolescesaders.
advertisements which reveal theentof The first book tells the story afavinia
government war propaganda. Mortamd Andrews, who has fled with hémily from
Granatstein are experiencelroniclers of a settled life in Weymoutko that her
Canadians at war; thedetailed and brother Ned can escapertain hanging.
anecdotal narrative is eagyread and They wind up in darren cove on the bleak
informative. The authorsave chosen not Newfoundlandcoast where life is inexorably
only to highlight thecelebrations of victory, harsh.Morgan excels at describing the

but also tanclude the often tragic constantoil necessary for even spartan
consequences @far for all those involved, survival,and in this hard life the vividness
both at homend in the battlefield and the of hercharacters shines even more

racial andethnic prejudice which many remarkably.

Canadiansvould prefer to forget. An The second ok tells of a later
accessibleand interesting chronicle of the Lavinia Andrews, a descendent of the
SecondWorld War through Canadian eyes. original family who returns to

1J Newfoundland to try to piece together

something of her own family historiler
The Concubi rbelesise Chi | d searahfunctions as a frame sttegding

Chong. Penguin, 1995 (1994). back to further historicalccounts of life in
Paperback. 266 pages.-04-0255141 Cape Random. Thisook, like its

The Concubi oferéreadetsh i | d predacessor, is marked byely dialogue
fascinating glimpse into the lives eérly and a looming sense tife constant need to
Chinese immigrants to Canaddis scrape a livelihoodut of uncompromising
absorbing story describes the lifehafr conditions. Inboth books, the sense of place
resilient grandmother, Maying, who is acuteand the narrative drive of the story
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is tremendous. Between them, these stories
amount to a long read, but they are hard
put down and represent a gritgldition to

the genre of family saga. Theo books
served as the basis for a CHfama,

Random Passag&M

Awayby Jane Urquhart. McClelland

& Stewart, 1993. Paperback.

356pages. /71086598

In Away, awardwinner Jane Urquhart

explores the complexities of a Canadian

familydéds past. The book moves from
industrial presentime on the shores afake

Ontario to rediscover Esth&xd Ma |l | ey

Robet sonds f anthellrglancdhof st ory i n
the mid1800s andtht ami | yo6s earl vy
settlement in Ontario. Theovel resonates

with passionateharacters whose lives

intersect both idreland and in Canada. This

largerthanlife portrayal of Canadian life is

writtenin poetic and evocative prose; it

movesreaders easily between the realistic

hardships of settler life and the hidden

emotional and spiritual inner lives of the

novel 6s charactethes. This is a book with
passion ofVuthering Heightandthe

histoiical fascination of Suzanfdo o di e 0 s

Roughing It in the BuslA great read for

those teenagers who enjlyyical prose and

historical interest. 1J
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Other times and historical Gruenods book emtestainng del i gh
read. She draws read@ffortlessly into the

perspectives: world of the circugluring the Depression
the world seen through theyes of Jacob Jankowski,
an orphanednd penniless young man with
The Tossf a Lemonby Padma veterinaryskills and a love of animals. The
Viswanathan. Toronto: Random House noveldepicts moments of humour, whimsy,
Canada, 2008. Hardcover. 616 pages. outrage and cruelty, underpinnedby c o b 6 s
9780307356321 dedication to his beloveglephant, Rosie,
The Toss of a Lemas the debut novel by and his love for théeautiful wife of the
short story writer and playwright, Padma sadistic animatrainer. The story is narrated
Viswanathan. It chronicles four generations as aretrospective by Jacob as an old man,
of a Brahmin family through sixty years of confined to a nursing home and plottiiog
India's turbulent colonial and postcolonial make his escape from the smothering
history. attention he receives therehe shifts irtime
At the centre of the novel is and place are skilful and effectiaad the
Sivakami, a child bde widowed by the age resulting novel is a warm andhimsical tale
of eighteen and left with two children. For of poverty, lovedeception and the triumph

the rest of her life, Sivakami adheres strictly  of the will. 1J
to the dictates of her caste and her religion,
eating food prepared only by her own hands  The Book of Negroeby LawrenceHill.

and resisting all human touch, save that of Toronto ON: HarperCollins Publishers,
her daugter and son, and even that only Ltd. 2007. Hardback. 486pages.
after sundown. Sivakami's daughter, 9780002255073
Thangam, and son, Varium, take very This gripping, often harrowing novel @
different paths in their own adult lives and astonishing work, weaving historidaict
the clash between tradition and modernity and imagination in a tour de force of
becomes the tension at the heart of the story. storytelling. Through the narration of
Sivakami's deefaith in her religion Aminata Diallo, Lawrence Hill tells the
and her caste place her at odds with Varium, story of 18thcentury slavery as gpanned
who rejects the old ways in favour of three continents: NortAmerica, Europe,
rationality over superstition and equality and Africa. AminataDiallo’'s happy
over hierarchy. The conflict within childhood in the Africarvillage of Bayo is
Sivakami's household is writ large in the shattered when shek&glnapped by slave
history of a nation. traders. Yoked at theeck and tethered to
While this is a long novel, its length her fellow sufferersf all ages and
is necessary to explore the breadth and depth conditions, she isnarched for months
of the story it contains. Viswanathan was toward the oceaand then herded onto a
inspired by stories told to her by her own slave ship bountbr Charles Town, South
grandmother in Canada and the sense thata Carolina. Soldnto plantation slavery,
family's past is brought to life is strong in Aminata worksmany years in the South
this powerful book. JM before beingaken to New York just before
theoutbreak of the American War for
Water for Elephantsby Sara Gruen. Independence. From there, the narrative
Toronto: HarperCollins Publishers, traces her life among the free blacks\afw
2007 (2006). Paperback. 331 pages. York, where she eventually entérsr name
9780-00-6391555
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