DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
www.politicalscience.ualberta.ca
2015-2016 Political Science 440/520 (Fall Term)
Selected Topics in Canadian Public Policy
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS IN CANADA

INSTRUCTOR: D_r. Jared Wesley
inf[¥]

Adjunct Professor | 11-28 Tory | jwesley@ualberta.ca | OFfficE HOURS: by appointment

Cass TIME: Thursdays, 6:00pm to 9:00pm | CLAss LocATION: Tory 10-4

COURSE PREREQUISITES

This is a “split” undergraduate (POL S 421) / graduate {POL S 520) course. POL S 220 is a prerequisite for POLS 421; POLS 520 is
restricted to graduate students. At the request of an instructor, the Department may cance! your registration if you do not
have the required course prerequisites. Policy about course outlines, grading and related matters can be found in Section
23.4(2) of the University Calendar.

COURSE-BASED ETHICS APPROVAL (N/A) COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING (N/A)

ADDITIONAL MANDATORY INSTRUCTIONAL FEES (N/A)

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

This course examines the evolution of Canadian intergovernmental relations (IGR), both in theory and in
practice. Special focus is placed on the institutions that govern federal-provincial-territorial (FPT) and
provincial-territorial (PT}) affairs. The course is designed to expose students to the full range of literature
on the topic of IGR in Canada, while engaging them in a term long simulation exercise. The latter will
involve students in a series of mock intergovernmental negotiations, requiring them to research a
particular actor’s interests; develop common briefing materials; prepare and submit formal briefing
binders; and negotiate on behalf of their constituencies. While students will be required to work in a
series of groups, individual grades will be assessed based on the quality of each member’s performance.

COURSE FORMAT

This course will be organized as a combination of online lectures, seminars, and simulation exercises,
during all of which students are expected to contribute meaningfully. Policy about course outlines can
be found in §23.4(2) of the University Calendar.

ATTENDANCE, ABSENCES, AND MISSED GRADE COMPONENTS

Regular attendance is essential for optimal performance in any course. In cases of potentially excusable
absences due to illness or domestic affliction, notify your instructor by e-mail within two days. Regarding
absences that may be excusable and procedures for addressing course components missed as a result,
consult sections 23.3(1) and 23.5.6 of the University Calendar. Be aware that unexcused absences will
result in partial or total loss of the grade for the “attendance and participation” component(s) of a
course, as well as for any assignments that are not handed-in or completed as a result.
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In this course, students should view attendance and engagement in class sessions and out-of-class
simulation exercises as a critical responsibility. Leave may be granted in cases of illness, domestic
affliction, or religious conviction. In such circumstances, students must inform the instructor as soon as
possible and supply appropriate documentation. In case of excused absences, students may be required
to submit written materials in lieu of attendance.

POLICY FOR LATE ASSIGNMENTS

It is your responsibility to inform the instructor as soon as it becomes clear that your work will be late. If
you do not communicate in advance, and your reason for being late does not also explain this lack of
communication, then you should be prepared to be penalized one grade-point per day late on each
assignment.

GRADE DISTRIBUTION AND EXPLANATORY NOTES ON ASSIGNMENTS

The course requirements are outlined below. Students should note that in all but exceptional situations,
all components of the course must be completed to receive a passing grade. Policy regarding missed
term work is outlined in Section 23.4(3) of the University Calendar. Tests and assignments will be
assigned a letter grade. The instructor will not ‘curve’ or adjust final grades according to any preset
formula. Evaluation of the following course requirements will determine students’ grades:

e Seminar Contribution: 15% of course grade
Students are expected to engage the course materials actively, moving beyond the information
contained in lectures and required readings to critically assess the nature of intergovernmental
relations in Canada. To facilitate this, the course is structured according to the seminar model of
learning, wherein students are expected to contribute not only to their own knowledge, but also
to the education of their peers. Students will be graded based on the quality of their
contribution to class discussion. Participation will be assessed based on the extent to which
students convey and critically assess the main arguments raised in the assigned readings, as
well as their ability to raise important questions for further inquiry. Please note: This grade
does not measure quantity of participation. Put plainly, students are expected to arrive at
class prepared to “speak and say something,” not simply to “talk and say anything.”

e Tests: 15% of course grade
These in-class, closed-book tests cover all materials addressed to that point in the course, with a
special emphasis placed on the readings assigned for that particular class session. Tests will be
held periodically throughout the term to assess students’ comprehension of the lectures,
readings, and discussions.

e Simulation Exercise: 40% of course grade
See “Simulation Guide” for more information.

o Final Examination: 30% of course grade
This take-home examination covers all material addressed in the course.
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GRADING

Marks for assignments, tests, and exams are given in percentages, to which letter grades are also
assigned, according to the table below. The percentage mark resulting from the entire term work and
examination then produces the final letter grade for the course.

Undergraduate | Grade Point/ | Graduate Students
Students (POL S 421) | Letter Grade | {POLS 520)
4.0/ A+
Excellent 40/A Excellent
3.7/A-
3.3/B+
Good 3.0/B Good
2237 //CB+ Satisfactory
Satisfactory 2.0/C
1.7/¢C-
Poor 1.3/D+ Failure
Minimal Pass 1.0/D
Failure 0.0/F

ACCESS TO PAST or REPRESENTATIVE EVALUATIVE COURSE MATERIAL
Sample test and examination questions will be discussed in class.

AUDIO OR VIDEO RECORDING

Audio or video recording of lectures, seminars, simulation exercises, or any other teaching environment
by students is strictly prohibited without prior written consent of the instructor or as part of an
approved accommodation plan. Recorded material is to be used solely for personal study, and is not to
be used or distributed for any other purpose without prior written consent from the content author(s).

SPECIALIZED SUPPORT & DISABILITY SERVICES

If you have special needs that could affect your performance in this class, please let the instructor know
during the first week of the term so that appropriate arrangements can be made. If you are not already
registered with Specialized Support & Disability Services, contact their office immediately ( 2-800 SUB;
Email ssdsrec@ualberta.ca; Email; phone 780-492-3381; WEB www.ssds.ualberta.ca).

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty.
Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold
the policies of the University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves
with the provisions of the Code of Student Behaviour {online at www.governance.ualberta.ca) and avoid
any behavior that could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of
facts and/or participation in an offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in
suspension or expulsion from the University.”
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REQUIRED READINGS

Required readings are listed in the Course Schedule (below). Please note:

e There is no textbook for this course. Most assigned readings are available online. The remainder are
available through the University of Alberta library system.

e Unless they are marked “Grad Students Only”, all readings assigned for each Lecture and Simulation
Activity are required for both graduate and undergraduate students.

e Students will be divided into four (4) groups for Seminar readings: Group A, Group B, Group C, and
Group D. Along with others in his or her group, each student is responsible for reading one (1) piece
per seminar (A, B, C, or D).

e Many of these assigned readings compare Canada with other federations. Please focus your
attention on the sections that pertain to Canada. It is important to take into account the date each
reading was published.

OPTIONAL READING
Students wishing to learn more about intergovernmental relations in Canada may find the following
books of interest:

Bakvis, Herman, Gerald Baier and Douglas Brown. 2009. Contested Federalism: Ambiguity in the
Canadian Federation. Toronto: Oxford University Press.

Inwood, Gregory J., Carolyn Johns and Patricia L. O’Reilly. 2011. Intergovernmental Policy Capacity in
Canada: Inside the Worlds of Finance, Environment, Trade, and Health. Kingston-Montreal:
McGill-Queen’s University Press.

Smith, Jennifer, ed. 2009. The Democratic Dilemma: Reforming the Canadian Senate. Kingston-
Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

Given the topical nature of this course, students may also find it beneficial to keep up to date on current
events by following daily media sources. These have been aggregated, for instance, in a series of
Flipboard magazines:

e Ottawa & Beyond: Canadian Politics (http://flip.it/pgtT8)
e #elxn42: The 2015 Canadian Federal Election (http://flip.it/vvKEv)
e Senate Reform in the 21st Century (http://flip.it/uilRV)
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