The PhD Candidacy Examination - Instructions


The PhD Candidacy exam has three components: the candidacy report, the oral presentation and the oral examination.

i.
Candidacy Report

Prepare a Summary and Research Proposal on your research program, using the exact format of an NSERC Research Grant application (see below). This proposal will be handed in to the examination committee (including the Chair) at least one week prior to the scheduled exam date.

Summary

In the space provided below, summarize the research proposal in language that the public can understand. 

Name:






Date of Exam:

	


Research Proposal


Please describe: 

· progress for research activities related to the proposal

· objectives:  both short and long term

· literature review pertinent to the proposal

· methods and proposed approach

· anticipated significance of the work

· training aspect of the proposal (if appropriate)

The proposal can be a maximum of 5 pages, single-spaced (maximum 6 lines per inch), with margins no smaller than of ¾ of an inch (1.7 cm) all around. If you use a type size measured in pts, it must be no smaller than 12 pts; if you use a type size measured in cpi, it must be no more than 10 cpi.  You may add up to one page of literature references to the proposal.

ii. Oral Presentation

Prepare to deliver a 15 minute oral presentation at the start of the exam, highlighting the objectives and progress of the Ph.D. research program. The presentation will be uninterrupted and should be limited to a maximum of 20 minutes.

iii. Oral Examination

The examination committee will conduct questioning that may be based to some extent on the content of the proposal and oral presentation. However, it is the responsibility of the examining committee to broaden the line of questioning so that the general knowledge of the student in areas related to the research field is thoroughly examined. 

You are advised to discuss the content of the oral examination with each member of the candidacy examination committee prior to the exam. Some members may chose to indicate specific topics that they plan to cover during the exam.
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