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$�������� This presentation comes in three parts. The first deals with the two basic 
models used for evaluating complex phenomena. One of these is the analytic, which 
employs multiple criteria specified in advance of the actual judgment. The other 
model is the holistic, which makes an overall judgment and subsequently unpacks it. 
Analytic approaches dominate in many areas of education, yet their theoretical 
backing is weak. They therefore often produce unsound judgments. The second part 
of the presentation takes this general argument and applies it to the evaluation of 
academic teaching, and conclude that a radical shift in approach is needed. The 
third part applies the argument to assessing and grading complex student responses 
to assessment tasks, and leads to a similar conclusion.
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EDMUND BURKE (1729–1797) 
���
��
����
 �	�����������������������������
����	������
������
 
A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful 
1757 
 
 
BEAUTIFUL OBJECTS SMALL 
 
SECTION XVIII 
 
 
RECAPITULATION 
 

ON the whole, the qualities of beauty, as they are merely sensible qualities, are 

the following: First, to be comparatively small. Secondly, to be smooth. Thirdly, 

to have a variety in the direction of the parts; but, fourthly, to have those parts 

not angular, but melted, as it were, into each other. Fifthly, to be of a delicate 

frame, without any remarkable appearance of strength. Sixthly, to have its 

colours clear and bright, but not very strong and glaring. Seventhly, or if it should 

have any glaring colour, to have it diversified with others. These are, I believe, 

the properties on which beauty depends; properties that operate by nature, and 

are less liable to be altered by caprice, or confounded by a diversity of tastes, 

than any other. 
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