
Ath abasca H all: A Ve ry Brie f H istory

Th e  Unive rsity of Albe rta w as founde d in  19 06.  Th e  first classe s 
w e re  h e ld in  Se pte m be r 19 08 in  Duggan Stre et Sch ool, now  Que e n  
Ale xandra Sch ool, w ith  forty-five  stude nts and four faculty.  Th e  
follow ing January th e  Unive rsity m ove d to th e  uppe r floor of Strath cona 
Colle giate  Institute , now  Old Strath cona Acade m ic H igh  Sch ool, w ith  all 
of th e  e quipm e nt be ing transporte d in  one  sm all truck . As accom -
m odation for staff and stude nts w as alm ost unobtainable  in  th e  ne w ly 
incorporate d, but ve ry sm all City of Strath cona, th e  Gove rnm e nt agre e d 
to build th re e  re side nce s w ith  te m porary classroom s on th e  future  
cam pus w h ich  consiste d of 258 acre s of poplar and w illow  bush  k now n as 
Rive r Lot 5 on th e  south  side  of th e  North  Sask atch e w an Rive r about a 
m ile  to th e  w e st of Strath cona.  Ath abasca H all w as com plete d in  tim e  
for th e  b e ginning of classe s in  Se pte m be r 19 11, and th e  re m aining tw o, 
Assin iboia H all, and Pe m bina H all, w e re  com plete d in  19 13 and 19 14, 
re spe ctive ly.

Ath abasca H all stood by itse lf in  th e  bush .  Th e re  w e re  ne ith e r 
side w alk s nor roads, only trails betw e e n  it and 112th  Stre et.  All 
supplie s and provisions h ad to be  brough t in  by h orse -draw n w agons 
w h ich  in  w et w e ath e r could be com e  stuck  up to th e ir axle s in  m ud. 
Ath abasca H all provide d space  for all of th e  Unive rsity's acade m ic and 
adm inistrative  facilitie s, as w e ll as accom m odation for th irty-five  m e n 
and seve n w om e n stude nts, m ost of th e  single  faculty, and som e  dom e stic 
staff.  (Dr. Tory live d in  th e  Pre side nt's h ouse  w h ich  w as com plete d at 
about th e  sam e  tim e  as Ath abasca H all, as w e re  th re e  of th e  Ring 
H ouse s w h ich  w e re  occupie d by m arrie d faculty.)  Th e re  w e re  five  
laboratorie s in  th e  base m e nt as w e ll as w h at w as te rm e d a “pre ssing 
room  for ladie s,” a din ing room  for stude nts in  re side nce , a k itch e n  on 
th e  first floor, a library on th e  top floor, and se ve n classroom s “cunningly 
distribute d h e re  and th e re  in  th e  m ost e lusive  place s.”

In 19 14 an Anne x w as adde d b e h ind Ath abasca H all to provide  space  
for a large r din ing room  for all th re e  re side nce s and a gym nasium  w h ich  

could also be  use d for e xam inations, 
dance s, te as, and Sunday m orning ch urch  
se rvice s.  Th e  cost of a room , th re e  m e als a 
day, and m aid se rvice , w as forty dollars a 
m onth .  Stude nts could appe ar at bre ak -
fast in  sw e ate r and slippe rs and be  “h alf 
de ce ntly” cloth e d at lunch , but w e re  to be  
prope rly dre sse d for dinne r.  Stude nts 
re m aine d standing in  th e ir place s until th e  

Provost h ad said th e  Unive rsity's Latin grace . 

W h e n  Assin iboia and Pe m bina H alls w e re  ope ne d, som e  of th e  
adm inistrative  office s w e re  m ove d th e re  from  Ath abasca H all.  In 19 15 
m ost of th e  re m aining non-te ach ing facilitie s in  both  Ath abasca and 
Pe m bina w e re  m ove d to th e  ne w ly ope ne d Arts Building m ak ing m ore  
space  available  for stude nt accom m odation.  From  19 41 to 19 45 th e  
th re e  re side nce  h alls as w e ll as Corbett H all and St. Jose ph 's Colle ge  
w e re  tak e n  ove r by th e  Royal Canadian Air Force  to h ouse  th e  Initial 
Flying Training Sch ool No. 4.  Six h undre d m e n w e re  fe d in  sh ifts in  
th e  Ath abasca H all dining room  w h ich  se rve d as a cafete ria.

No account of Ath abasca H all w ould be  com plete  w ith out 
m e ntioning Re g Liste r, a w e ll-k now n and m uch -love d figure  on th e  

cam pus for ve ry m any ye ars.  H e  e m igrate d from  
England as a te e nage r and starte d to w ork  on 
th e  cam pus in  19 11 as a brick laye r and ge ne ral 
laboure r. In 19 13 h e  w as appointe d Supe r-
inte nde nt of Re side nce s.  Betw e e n  19 16 and 
19 18 h e  se rve d w ith  th e  11th  Fie ld Am bulance , 
Royal Canadian Arm y Me dical Corps, in  France . 
Th e  follow ing ye ar h e  re turne d to th e  Unive rsity 
w h e re  h e  re m aine d until h is re tire m e nt in  19 56. 
During th e  19 20s th e  Liste rs live d in  a suite  in  
th e  base m e nt of Ath abasca H all.  For h is de d-
icate d se rvice  Re g Liste r w as m ade  an h onorary 

m e m be r of th e  19 49  graduating class.  H e  w rote  a de ligh tful m e m oir, 
My Forty-five Years on th e  Cam pus, w h ich  w as publish e d by th e  
Unive rsity of Albe rta in  19 58 on th e  occasion of th e  Unive rsity's 50th  
annive rsary.

In 19 64 th e  first tw o unde rgraduate  re side nce s, Ale xande r 
Mack e nz ie  and Anth ony H e nday, and a large  din ing h all appropriate ly 
nam e d Liste r H all w e re  ope ne d.  Ath abasca and Pe m bina H all be cam e  
re side nce s for th e  se n ior unde rgraduate  
and graduate  stude nts, and Assin iboia 
H all w as use d as office  space  for som e  
te ach ing de partm e nts.  In 19 74 plans w e re  
announce d to de m olish  all th re e  re si-
de nce s and build a graduate  re side nce  and 
social ce ntre .  Fortunate ly th e se  plans m et 
w ith  such  opposition th at th e y w e re  
abandone d.  Pe m bina H all w as found to be  
in  e xce lle nt condition be cause  of its concrete  structure , but th e  
inte riors of th e  oth e r tw o re side nce s w e re  found to h ave  dete riorate d 
be yond re pair, and it w as de cide d to re build e ach  w ith in  th e  original



brick  and stone  e xte riors.  Th e  total re novation of Ath abasca H all cost 
about tw o m illion dollars and provide d about 47,500 square  fe e t of space . 
Th e  building w as officially ope ne d on Octobe r 8, 19 77 by Pre m ie r Pete r 
Lough e e d w h o h ad be e n  a re side nt in  19 52.  For a sh ort pe riod until 
anoth e r building w as com plete d on cam pus Ath abasca H all h ad th e  
m inor distinction of be ing both  th e  olde st and ne w e st Unive rsity building 
on cam pus.  For h is w ork  on th e  re novation of th e  tw o buildings th e  
principle  arch ite ct, Mick e y H olland, re ce ive d a H e ritage  Canada Me dal 
in 19 78.  A plaque  com m e m orating th is aw ard appe ars at th e  front 
e ntrance  to Ath abasca H all.

Th e  re novate d Ath abasca H all w as occupie d for a fe w  ye ars by th e  
Ch ance llor's Office  and a num be r of de partm e nts providing adm in -
istrative  se rvice s to th e  Unive rsity until m ore  suitably locate d space  
gradually be cam e  available . In May 19 9 6 th e  Facilitie s Deve lopm e nt 
Com m itte e  gave  approval for th e  De partm e nt of Com puting Scie nce  to 

m ove  in  stage s to Ath abasca H all 
and for th e  ne ce ssary re novations to 
be  done  as space  b e cam e  avail-able . 
In addition it w as de cide d to re place  
th e  Anne x by a m ode rn com puting 
laboratory to be  calle d th e  
Com puting Scie nce  Ce ntre  w h ich  
w as to be  attractive ly joine d to 
Ath abasca H all. It w as officially 
ope ne d on June  13, 2001 in  a 
ce re m ony ch aire d by th e  De an of 

Scie nce  and addre sse d by th e  Pre side nt of th e  Unive rsity, th e  Ministe r of 
Le arning, and oth e rs. 

Th e  De partm e nt of Com puting Scie nce  is now  th e  sole  occupant of 
Ath abasca H all.  Th e  low e r floor is 
occupie d by graduate  stude nts, th e  
m ain floor by th e  adm inistration 
and te ch nical support staff, and th e  
tw o uppe r floors by faculty.  Th e  
front lobby and th e  com fortably fur-
n ish e d adjoining H e ritage  Lounge  
h ave  be e n  pre se rve d in  th e ir orig-
inal style .  W ith  th e ir h istorical 
displays th e y se rve  as re m inde rs of 
th e  im portant role  th at Ath abasca 
H all h as playe d in  th e  deve lopm e nt of th e  Unive rsity of Albe rta.
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