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Danielle Markewicz
Danielle Markewicz is a University of Alberta alumni
currently based in Vancouver. After graduating with a
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics with a minor in Japanese
Language, she moved to Fukushima, Japan to participate
in the Japan Exchange & Teaching (JET) Programme,
where she was contracted to a municipal Board of
Education for five years. After returning to Canada, she
worked as a Senior Tour Coordinator for a Japanese
travel agency and as a Program Coordinator for a
management consulting company, before her current role
in Culture and Public Relations for the Consulate General
of Japan in Vancouver. She is also active in volunteer
work for several Japanese Canadian cultural groups,
including acting as President of the JET Alumni
Association of BC and Yukon, and with the Japan Fair

Association of Vancouver as an organizing committee member for the Sakura Days Japan Fair
cultural festival.

Raymond Matthias
Raymond is the Director of the Student Service Centre at the
University of Alberta. He was born and raised in Treaty Six
Territory with bicultural roots in South America and Southern
Saskatchewan. His University of Alberta career has spanned
roles in International Student Services, the Faculty of
Engineering and also the Office of the Registrar.  Before
joining the university as a staff member, Raymond worked
internationally for the better part of ten years in both Japan
and mainland China. He is a competent speaker of Mandarin
Chinese and Japanese; he is currently taking courses
through l'Alliance française d'Edmonton in order to improve
his ability to connect with Francophone students and
colleagues. Raymond's son Nicholas is currently in grade 9
at McKernan school.



Michael Couch
A recipient of the prestigious Japanese Government
Monbukagakusho:MEXT Scholarship with a B.A. in
Economics and Japanese from the University of Alberta and
M.Sc. in Energy Science (Economics) from Kyoto University,
Michael has been representing Alberta in Japan as
Investment Advisor for the Invest Alberta Corporation since
December 2020. Michael has worked in both the private and
public sectors between the Americas and Japan for over
fifteen years, serving in various roles within the Government
of Alberta streamlining policy and regulations, advocating on
behalf of Alberta’s energy sector to Japan, and leading a
variety of strategic trade and investment attraction initiatives
for the province across a variety of sectors; including
agriculture, energy and environment, aerospace and
defense, unmanned systems, and life sciences. Michael

sees himself as a life-long ambassador for Alberta-Japan relations, driven by developing new
trade and investment opportunities for Albertans in Japan.

Leah Liu
Ms. Leah Liu has over a decade of experience working
in international business development in the United
States, China and Canada. Her work in global
commerce began in 2009, where she worked as an
Investment Promotion officer in assisting Fortune 500
companies to establish successful investments in
China. After moving to Canada in 2016, Leah
deepened her knowledge of Canadian business
protocol and work culture. As International Program
Assistant at the University of Alberta, she was
responsible for managing training programs with
China’s top medical schools. This work laid a solid
foundation for her to secure the position of Trade
Commissioner at Global Affairs Canada when she
moved to Shanghai in 2019. Her current position is
dedicated to assisting Canadian exporters to explore

and expand business opportunities in the China market.


