FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

WHYDOESITMATTER?

Families have a major influence on their children's achievement in
school and through life. When schools, families and the community
work together to support learning, children tend to do better in
school, stay in school longer and become engaged learners. "

Increased active involvement in student learning communicates to
the child that learning and education are important in his or her

family. The increased parent-child interaction is itself ultimately
rewarding to both children and parents, particularly when this is tied
to identifiable success at school.?

HOWCANYQUDOIT?

e Regqular, targeted communication to
families regarding academic activities
and schedules

e Provide families of students with
"welcome packages" and
personalized letters

e Maintain a collaborative partnership
between the school and parent
council

e Actively and genuinely seek family
input through newsletters or online
surveys
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Give families information on how to
directly contact the teacher at school
Invite parents and the community to
assemblies for student awards and
academic excellence

Offer access to a lending library
resources to support their
engagement and student learning
Assign homework that incorporates
interactive, family-student
components. These could be as simple
as reading assignments.

STAY CONNECTED

wellnessfund.ualberta.ca
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Increasing awareness among administrators, teachers and parents about the positive
correlation between school-based health promotion and students' academic outcomes and
behaviour was repeatedly articulated as a strateqy to secure buy-in.3

Wellness Fund projects have also garnered buy-in from parents and fami\liésf*i;x/& /
by ensuring that wellness is on the agenda at parent council meetings.

Providing a regular forum in which to discuss wellness has helped to |dent|fy
comprehensive school health as a whole school community responsmlllty
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