
Edmonton House Journals, 1821 – 1826
During the 1820s, Edmonton House 
re-emerged as the headquarters of a much 
larger Saskatchewan trading District 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Its fur-
gathering hinterland extended from the 
southern edges of the boreal forest near 
present-day Westlock, Alberta, south to 
the Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers, and 
from the confluence of the North and South 
Saskatchewan Rivers west to the Rocky 
Mountains - in short, virtually all of what 
is now central and southern Alberta, and 
parts of Saskatchewan and Montana. 

	 The principal clients who came to trade at Edmonton House were 
bands of the various First Nations who occupied these territories, including 
Cree, Blackfoot, Iroquois, Peigan, Sarcee, Stoney, and Gros Ventre, and 
the growing population of Métis. These were turbulent times, as warfare 
between certain bands, and coalitions of them, intensified. In documenting 
these and other events and developments, and the overall circumstances 
surrounding the fur trade and the people involved in it, these journals provide 
the most comprehensive account we have of the region during this time. 

The Bow River Expedition, 1822 – 1823
Seeking to expand the fur trade more completely into what is now 
southern Alberta and northern Montana, the Hudson’s bay Company 
dispatched an expedition of officers and men up the South Saskatchewan 
River in 1822, with excursions to the Red Deer, Bow, and Oldman Rivers. 
Though circumstances, such as hostilities by certain Aboriginal groups 
and the scarcity of timber, persuaded the Company not to build a 
permanent post during this time, the journal of the expedition contains 
a wealth of information about the land and the people living on it.

Edited with an Introduction and Commentaries by 
Ted Binnema and Gerhard J. Ens
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THE EDITORS

Ted Binnema, a Professor of 
Canadian history at the University 
of Northern British Columbia, has 
published extensively on the fur trade, 
environmental and Aboriginal history. 
His monographs include Enlightened Zeal: 
The Hudson’s Bay Company and Scientific 
Networks, 1670-1870, and Common and 
Contested Ground: A Human Environmental 
History of the Northern Plains.

Gerhard Ens is a Professor of  
Canadian history at the University of 
Alberta, and has written widely on the 
fur trade, Aboriginal, and Métis history, 
including  A Son of the Fur Trade: The 
Memoir of Johnny Grant, and From New 
People to New Nations: Aspects of Métis 
history and Identity from the Eighteenth  
to the Twenty-First  Centuries.  

With their comprehensive introduction 
and detailed and informed footnotes,  
the editors have succeeded in placing 
these journals and reports in a context 
which should prove revealing and 
engaging to scholars of the fur trade  
and history enthusiasts of the west.  
This analysis, along with that in  
Volume I (1806 to 1821), constitutes  
the most thorough history of what is  
now south and central Alberta, and 
northern Montana during the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century.
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To promote awareness of Alberta 
history, the Historical Society of 
Alberta has produced 20 monographs 
of primary source documents which 
reveal aspects of our past. Most of 
these books are available from the 
Society. albertahistory.org
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