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Kyiv’s Jewish community provides a case study of social changes caused by war. During World War I, the wave 
of refugees from the front zone changed the social profile of cities of the Russian Empire, and Kyiv was no 

exception. It became the transit city for deported Jews and other refugees on their way to places of resettlement. 
The social activity of the Jewish community in Kyiv created new forms of communal organization, often connected to 
relief work. Establishing relief organizations and working with refugees from the western and north-western imperial 
provinces, Jewish activists could test new notions of modern Jewish politics and society (secular and national-
minded). The wartime turmoil, growing state anti-Semitism, and the work of Jewish relief organizations stimulated 
political activity and further development of a civic collective identity, which enabled an impressive Jewish national 
movement in 1917–20. 
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