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The well-known political scientist John A. Armstrong described 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s multi-volume, academic History of Ukraine-Rus' 
as crucial in the formation of modern Ukrainian national identity.  
Certainly the appearance of the Lithuanian-Polish cycle of his magnum 
opus (volumes 4–6, 1903–1907) provided a scholarly explanation for 
continuity in Ukrainian history and set the tone for Ukrainian perspec-
tives on the role of Poland in Ukraine’s past. At the same time, the 
volumes challenged numerous Polish national myths about Poland’s 
civilizing mission in the East and the Jagiellonian idea. Hrushevsky 
wrote volume four, dealing with political relations from the fourteenth 
to sixteenth centuries, in Lviv at a time of increasing Polish-Ukrainian 
confrontation in which the city’s university, the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society, and the figure of Hrushevsky himself played prominent roles.

The English translation of the History of Ukraine-Rus' was made possible 
by the philanthropy of the late Mr. Peter Jacyk and the Petro Jacyk Edu-
cational Foundation, now headed by Ms. Nadia Jacyk. Recent volumes 
have been published with the assistance of the estate of Edward  
Brodacky. Preparation of this volume was sponsored and generously 
supported by the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko. 
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 History of Ukraine-Rus'
Volume Four, Political Relations in the Fourteenth to 
Sixteenth Centuries

With this volume, Mykhailo Hrushevsky begins his de-
tailed, three-volume study of the second—Lithuanian-
Polish—cycle of Ukrainian history. In it he examines 
how the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Kingdom of 
Poland became the dominant powers in eastern Europe 
after the collapse of Ukrainian statehood in the four-
teenth-century. Hrushevsky outlines the international 
situation in which Hungary and Muscovy also became 
claimants to Ukrainian territories in the wake of the 
Mongol conquest, the rise of the Golden Horde, and 
the dismantling of the Galician-Volhynian state. Tracing 
the pagan Lithuanians’ expansion into the Belarusian 
and Ukrainian lands and the formation of the Grand 
Duchy, he shows how the Ukrainian principalities and 
elites were integrated into that state, in part because 
members of the ruling stratum converted to Orthodoxy 
and adopted the institutional and cultural legacy of 
Old Rus'. Consequently the Lithuanian annexation 
provoked little resistance and did not leave deep traces 
in local tradition. The union of Poland and Lithuania 
at Kre.va (1385) and the consequent conversion of the 
Lithuanian elite to Catholicism markedly changed the 
situation of the Ukrainian lands.

In Hrushevsky’s account, Poland contrasts sharply 
with Lithuania. A strong state bent on eastward expan-
sion, Poland was determined to assert its political and 
cultural dominance. After it annexed Galicia, the key to 
the expansion was the incorporation of Lithuania into 
a full union—a process that began in 1385 and culmi-
nated in the 1569 Union of Lublin that established the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Hrushevsky con-
centrates on the reactions of the elite of the Ukrainian 
lands to these policies and examines Švitrigaila’s and 
Mykhailo Hlynsky’s revolts. A separate chapter chroni-
cles the rise of the Crimean Tatars and their devastating 
raids, which gave the Ukrainians a compelling incentive 
to accept Poland’s annexation of the Grand Duchy’s 
Ukrainian lands in 1569.

In their scholarly introductions in the volume, 
Svitlana Pankova and Robert Frost describe 
Hrushevsky’s writing of the volume and assess its 
reception and its contribution to historiography. 
Hrushevsky’s forty-nine substantial endnotes amplify 
the discussion of particular points, and his bibliography 
is updated with more recent works. The volume also 
features a map and three genealogical tables.  

 Cover illustration: Liubartas’s castle in Lutsk (thirteenth century). 
Photo by Oleksandr Klymenko.
Back cover: A page from the manuscript of the Second Lithuanian 
Statute (1566), preserved in the Manuscript Division of the Vasyl 
Stefanyk National Scholarly Library of Lviv.
Jacket design: Michael Cherkas

ANDRIJ KUDLA WYNNYCKYJ translated for the 
Encyclopedia of Ukraine (1986–91), rendered a collec-
tion of memoirs titled The Great Famine in Ukraine 
1932–33 (1988), and collaborated with the Holodomor 
Research and Education Consortium (2012–15). His 
translations into Ukrainian include selected poetry 
of Sappho, Baudelaire, Langston Hughes, and Lorca, 
among others, as well as the prose of Gustave Flaubert 
and Primo Levi.

ROBERT FROST holds the Burnett Fletcher Chair of 
History at the University of Aberdeen. He studies 
the history of eastern and northern Europe from the 
fourteenth to the nineteenth century. His principal 
research interests are the history of Poland-Lithuania 
and warfare in the early modern period. He is the 
author of The Oxford History of Poland-Lithuania, 
vol. 1, The Making of the Polish-Lithuanian Union, 
1385–1569 (Oxford, 2015).

YAROLSLAV FEDORUK is a senior scholar at the 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky Institute of Ukrainian 
Archaeography and Source Studies, National Academy 
of Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv. A specialist in seven-
teenth-century international relations, he has pub-
lished many studies of Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s foreign 
policy, including The Treaty of Vilnius (1656): The East 
European Crisis and Ukraine in the Mid-Seventeenth 
Century (2011; in Ukrainian). He is also editor of 
Ukraïns'kyi arkheohrafi chnyi shchorichnyk (Ukrainian 
Archaeographic Annual, Kyiv).

FRANK E. SYSYN is director of the Peter Jacyk Centre 
for Ukrainian Historical Research at the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies and professor in the 
Department of History and Classics at the University 
of Alberta. He is the author of Between Poland and 
the Ukraine: The Dilemma of Adam Kysil, 1600–1653 
(1985), Mykhailo Hrushevsky: Historian and National 
Awakener (2001), and many studies on the Khmelnytsky 
Uprising, Ukrainian historiography, and early modern 
political culture.

THE PETER JACYK CENTRE FOR UKRAINIAN 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH was established at the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta, 
in 1989. In addition to the Hrushevsky Translation 
Project, it sponsors an English-language monograph 
series, a Ukrainian translation series entitled Ukrainian 
Historiography in the West, and source publications.
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DATE:	 WEDNESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 2017
TIME: 	 7:00 PM

VENUE:	 ST. JOHN’S INSTITUTE, 11024 82 AVE 
(WHYTE AVE), EDMONTON 

On the occasion of the publica-
tion of the English translation 

of volume four, the Peter Jacyk Centre 
for Ukrainian Historical Research of 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies invites you to a presentation 
by Professor Frank Sysyn, director 
of the Jacyk Centre, about the tome’s 
significance and Hrushevsky’s role in 
Polish-Ukrainian relations, including 
the controversies that arose during 
the 2016 celebrations of the 150th 
anniversary of Hrushevsky’s birth. 
The talk will also focus on the impor-
tance of philanthropy in the support 
of scholarship on Ukraine, including 
the very formation of the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society, which published 
the original volumes.


