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The religious dimension of Russia’s war on Ukraine is sig-
nificant but, as opposed to political, economic, and military 
factors, largely neglected. It includes the divisive effects of 
the war and of policies introduced by occupation authori-
ties on religious communities. But those communities have 
not been only passive observers and victims: they have 
demonstrated a capacity for active agency. A comprehen-
sive account of the religious dimension of the war must 
take account of their critical and reflective responses to po-
larizing forces in society, as well as their adaptability, surviv-
al skills, and committed social engagement. The lecture will 
outline the war’s impact on Muslims, Jews, and Baptists of 
Ukraine and their responses, and then compare and assess 
those responses, adaptations, and self-reflection.
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