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Departing Director's Message
Dr. Walter Davis

It has been a distinct privilege to serve as Interim
Director of the Prince Takamado Japan Centre for
Teaching and Research. I am delighted to have
witnessed the joy that so many students take in

learning about Japan and mastering Japanese

language, and I am grateful to have had the opportunity
to play a role in the PTJC's recent contributions to research and
community engagement. How exciting it has been to see the first
results of the PTJC Seed Grant Program, and how profoundly
meaningful I have found it to collaborate with members of the
Japanese Canadian community on the National Association of
Japanese Canadians 2024 Annual Conference and the Gordon
Hirabayashi Anti-Racism Project. Celebrating the 20th Anniversary
of the PTJC was an unforgettable experience.

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Her Imperial
Highness Princess Takamado for her constant support and for
ensuring that the PTJC is well positioned to pursue its mission. I
also wish to thank the many partners and donors who have aided
the Centre's activities during my tenure, especially the PTJC's
steadfast friends at Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary,
Embassy of Japan in Canada, and the Japan Foundation, Toronto.
Support from across the University of Alberta, too, especially from
the Offices of the President, Provost, Vice President (Research and
Innovation), and Dean of the Faculty of Arts, has been essential to
the success of the PTJC's recent undertakings. Moreover, I hope
that my colleagues at the Centre and elsewhere in the Faculty of
Arts and College of Social Sciences and Humanities will know how
important their hard work and good will have been to our shared
accomplishments over the past three years. Thank you!

As Dr. Annika Culver joins the U of A and takes over as Director of
the PTJC, I am delighted to gain a colleague in Japanese studies
and to place the stewardship of the Centre in her hands. I eagerly
look forward to the many successes to which she will guide the
PTJC.
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Incoming Director's Message
Dr. Annika Culver

I am honored to serve as the new director of the
Prince Takamado Centre for Teaching and Research
(PTJC). At the University of Alberta and in Edmonton, I
have encountered many kind and helpful people who
have made me feel welcome as a newcomer. Interim
Director Professor Walter Davis, Program Coordinator Kerry
Sluchinski, and PTJC staff members Rei Kondo and Aya Kymson
have done amazing work in elevating the Centre’s global
reputation. This year, I will build on the foundations they have
established and discover opportunities for collaboration and
connection at the University, broader Edmonton community, and
beyond. I look forward to meeting stakeholders to connect and
collaborate in expanding the Centre’s mission. The PTJC's goal is to
promote Japanese Studies in Canada and North America, while
working with partners on programs and projects that highlight
cross-cultural understanding. I also aim to showcase Alberta’s
strong connections to Japan. Japan, like Canada, as a “middle
power” has an important global role to play, where its peaceful
leadership in cultural, economic, social, and sustainability
endeavors can provide models for others in a rapidly changing,
dynamic world. Indeed, most pressing global problems are
transnational, and cooperation allows collaborative solutions with
different perspectives and enhanced creativity. As a historian of
modern Japan whose work has focused on how individuals have
navigated their political and social environments over time, I am
fascinated by the impact of outside events and the impact of
individuals on their world.

I am proud of the long history of connections between the Centre
and the broader Edmonton Japanese community, including the
Edmonton Japanese Community Association (EJCA). In addition, the
Centre has been a staunch supporter of Gordon Hirabayashi's
legacy where education about the past can serve as a hopeful
window into a better future honoring the dignity of all peoples.
Professor Hirabayashi's outreach to First Nations communities and
civil rights work serves as a model for engaged scholarship while
his transnational legacy extends far beyond the University of
Alberta to a broader North America.

I aim to work with our many partners across campus to build the
PTJC into one of North America’s premier Japanese Studies
institutes, promoting the study of Japanese language, culture,
history, politics, business, science, and technology, and the ways in
which Japan and Canada can forge lasting ties. The Centre will
support interdisciplinary projects in Japanese Studies that feature
comparative and transnational approaches and will generate
networks of expertise.

Please stop by our office. I look forward to meeting you and
learning about ways we can work collaboratively.
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Contribution to Promoting Japanese

Language Learning AXREFEFERENDOEH
Japanese Language Proficiency Test BAsEeE 15 ER

Commissioned by the Japan Foundation, the ERSHESDEEE ST PUCIZ20265E7A5HIC
PTJC will administer the Japanese Language E Ak

Proficiency Test in Edmonton on July 5, 2026. The m:sngamasﬁ TEEY b TORREARRERML £7, TFEY

popularity of the test in Edmonton continues to h /ziﬁ’tﬁ_f_'-‘\h? - (D‘”—,t'%ﬁo)ﬁ%iél FRIWE ofi?
grow, with a total of 419 Japanese language S EIOBBRICISIRE D 5 BF419B O BAEF

learners from across North America having BENZRBERZITVWE LT
registered for this sitting of the test.
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Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest TILN— X AXRERRAS
The PTJC and Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary co-hosted the PTICETEAILA Y —BAREHEELE L. F£3507I)LN— XX BALE
§5th Albgrta District Iapane;e Spgech Contest. The event was held RAALEHATEMBLE L e COAAY ME AILA U —KZ,
in a hybrid format to make it easier for students from the L e 4 K 7 P B
University of Calgary, University of Regina, University of LIvAs __7_‘ -U-Zl 9::&'7// T TN FOFED ’FE
Saskatchewan, and University of Alberta to take part. LPTVES. ATV FEATHRESNE LT, AE—FZHKE
Congratulations to all students who delivered speeches, with LIcSRTOZREICHBEEZRLEIFR 2B UTORREOREE
special recognition to the following presenters! AR R EBZEXD LET !
35th Alberta District Japanese Language E35E 7 ILN— X AREABAR
Category / #& Speech Contest (March 7, 2026), (202638 7H).
1st Place 2R
, Elham Sajedi Badashian IIUNL - BITF—CA
Beginner / 1k (University of Alberta) (ZILIN—BKF)
. Isaac Munro ATy IO A
Intermediate / Hif (University of Saskatchewan) (BPRAF a7 VKF)
Janice Lee VyZRX-U=CA
Advanced / L (Undisclosed) (FERF)
e Ezgi Ince IXF¥ - A>IxCA
Open / & —7 ik (Undisclosed) (E1/N:))
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https://www.ualberta.ca/en/prince-takamado-japan-centre/centre-activities/jlpt/index.html
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https://www.ualberta.ca/en/prince-takamado-japan-centre/centre-activities/japanese-language-speech-contests/alberta-speech-contest/index.html

Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest

The PTJC and Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund
hosted the Canadian National Japanese Language Speech Contest,
which was organized together with the Canadian Association for
Japanese Language Education.

The 37th Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest was hosted
in person on March 29, 2026, at the University of Alberta in
Edmonton. First place results in each category are as below.
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BITEHF A LEBAREBRBARIF2026FE3H29RICTILN—EKE
ICTHERTHEINE LT, SBPAO—UZEEIIUTOED T
R

37th Canadian National Japanese Speech

BTN F A E2ERAFFBAHBAS

Category / #% Contest (March 29, 2026), (20265%3H29H).
1st Place 1255
: Jinnie Lee SZ—-=CA
Beginner / £#% (University of Toronto) (FO> hKF)

Alyssa MacKenzie

Intermediate / #i# (Mount Allison University)

Rivka Zickler

Advanced / L (Mount Allison University)

Dylan Kim

Open / & —7 il (Mount Allison University)

The PTJCMF's travel award (Grand Prize) was awarded to Alyssa
MacKenzie at the 37th Canadian National Japanese Speech
Contest. Their acceptance speech is as below.

Alyssa MacKenzie (Mount Allison University)

/ 37th Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest,
Intermediate Category Grand Prize Winner

Dear Supporters and Organizers,

I hope this letter finds you in great spirits. I write to you to express
my sincere gratitude for your generous support of the 37th
Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest, during which I was
awarded first place in the Intermediate category as well as the
Grand Prize.

It is an absolute honor to have participated in this year’s contest
surrounded by so many passionate learners and educators. I am
equally honoured to be able to share this success with my
Japanese Professor, Akiko Yoshizawa, from whom I have learned
since the Fall of 2024; to my fellow first-time Mount Allison prize
winners; and to all contestants who demonstrated courage and
devotion. My speech this year is incredibly close to my heart and
presents the essence of identity in a highly vulnerable way, so to
be recognized with such a prize is beyond words.

Admittedly, this success has yet to fully sink in.

Visiting Japan has been my lifelong dream. Because of your
immense generosity, I will be able to fulfill this dream in the
coming months, and reconnect with my host sister and close
friends who had visited Canada years ago. After my summertime
visit to Japan, I plan to study abroad next Winter in Osaka, as well
as participate in the JET Programme post-graduation. I feel
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exhilarated knowing that my relationship with Japanese language,
culture, and people is growing. You have helped me achieve a huge
milestone in my ongoing intercultural journey.

I will never forget your great kindness and support, as I know I will
experience profound human growth and change because of it.
With my whole heart, I extend my utmost appreciation to every
single supporter of the Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial
Fund. Deepening my cultural awareness and sensitivity in relation
with Japan remains my earnest aspiration from today and into the
future.

With warm regards,
Alyssa MacKenzie

BA Visual and Material Culture Studies,
Japanese Studies & Language and the Mind
Class of 2028

Mount Allison University

The 3rd Canada Japanese Video Contest
/ Carrying Forward Dr. Xiao Jie Yang's Legacy
A Message from Prof. Mika Kimura, University of Victoria:

The Canadian Japanese Video Contest was first conceived by the
late Professor Xiaojie Yang, who taught at the University of Calgary
and made significant contributions to the development of
Japanese culture and Japanese language education in Canada. The
first and second contests were held in 2017 and 2018, respectively.
Although the event was subsequently put on hold for various
reasons, including the COVID-19 pandemic, a group of volunteers
who wished to carry on Professor Yang's vision came together to
successfully organize the 3rd Canadian Japanese Video Contest.

In this year’s contest, participants selected one of three themes
and created a short video of up to two minutes based on their
chosen theme. We were fortunate to receive the support of judges
from a wide range of organizations and fields, including the
Embassy of Japan in Canada, The Japan Foundation, Japanese
Canadian organization, and Japanese companies. Entries were
evaluated from a broad perspective, taking into account not only
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creativity and artistic quality but also
Japanese language proficiency. Outstanding
works were recognized with various awards.

Details of the contest and the video entries
can be found through the links below. We
hope you will enjoy these impressive and
creative works.

B=E@NTIAFBEEFAIVF2H

Finally, we would like to take this
opportunity to extend our heartfelt
appreciation to the many individuals and MOVIE!
organizations whose generous support
made the revival of this contest possible,
including the Prince Takamado Japan Centre
for Teaching and Research. Thanks to their
encouragement and assistance, we were
able to once again hold this event.

Submission deadline:

Entry details:

As we carry on Professor Yang's vision, we Supported by:

hope to continue developing the Canadian
Japanese Video Contest as a platform that

CALL FOR ENTRIES

: THE3RD

. EXPRESS YOURSELF AND YOUR
PASSION FOR JAPAN IN A SHORT

Monday, November 17, 2025
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https://sites.google.com/view/canadajapanesevideoconte |

e AVFRLUITHAEL
o BEfERUZH

. @CanadaJapaneseVideoContest

brings together Japanese language learners
from across Canada and fosters creativity.

Contest Website

. List of Entries : @CanadajapaneseVideoContest

Princess Takamado Essay Contest

BAEEBRTIyEaIYTRE

Congratulations to the winners of the Princess Takamado Essay
Contest thus far in 2026! Awards were given to the best student
essays submitted to the Canadian Association for Japanese
Language Education Annual Conference.

2026 CAJLE Annual Conference
Mizusa Morii (OISE, University of Toronto)

/ "Imagined Boundaries: Exploring Linguistic Boundaries in
Translanguaging Communication"

I am sincerely grateful to the committee and the Supporters of the
Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund for this award.This
recognition is a meaningful encouragement for my research in
Japanese teaching and learning. The committee’s
acknowledgement of the significance of exploring Japanese as a
heritage language in Canada motivates me to further investigate
the connections between families, language, and culture.
Receiving this award will enable me to deepen my expertise and
continue striving for excellence in my research.

Thank you once again for this prestigious honour.
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Mingqi Zhang (Simon Fraser University)

/ "Rethinking Native-Speaker and Standard-Language Norms:
Toward More Inclusive JFL Pedagogy in Canada"

Dear Supporters of the Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial
Fund,

Thank you very much for your support. I am truly honoured to
receive this award.

In my essay, I reflected on Japanese language education in Canada
and the need to rethink native-speaker and standard-language
norms in the classroom. As someone who has learned Japanese in
Canada and now teaches Japanese in a Canadian post-secondary
context, this topic is closely connected to both my academic
interests and my own learning and teaching experiences. I hope to
contribute to more inclusive approaches to Japanese language
education that recognize learners not as deficient versions of
native speakers, but as legitimate users of Japanese with diverse
linguistic and cultural resources. I also hope to help learners see
Japanese as a diverse and socially situated language, rather than
as a single fixed standard.

This recognition is very meaningful to me, and it encourages me to
continue developing my research and teaching in this direction.

Thank you again for your support.

Fostering Student Learning and
Excellence

SUF— SeVEA(HIEY - TL—H—%E)

| TTxA T4 TRE—H—1 & NEEE) OREEBEIS : HT
AICHT 3 & D BEHBIFLEERE

EAERTERAFHEIEEDOREE DERA.

OV BHMWTEEEZBD. BICHOHESTETVET, D
EOBEZEVRECIEDNTE ABARICFELE T,

OB TIE. D FRICHBITZAERBHBICOVWVTERL. HEILS
T3 T4 70 TRE—H—1 » NZEEE #BEL LAEXAER
BIHNEBEEICOWTHLEE LT, FABH. W4 THEABEFEV. 1]
FEH TR OeEHEHETREABAS ICED>TVWA e E. &
DT—XIIARLOELTHZ LERFIC. BS5DFEE - AERECD
FEUDVWTWETD, L. HAEEBEEZBEEE I RIEARWVWE
HELTIRZZDTRARL . ENBNHLSHRLEEN - XMLWEFR%E
BOFEYLAAEFREL LTRD 3. SO EENEAEAEHEORE
BICEBRLIEVWEEZTWVWEY, £/ BEAEZE—DEEIN:
MZE)] £ LTTIFARL. ZEMEEZES. d2fXROFTHWL S
SRCLTEBBICBRLTHLABLSENDHEATLEZVLWERE
S2TWETY,

CDUVDITFHEIZ. FACE > TARERRERVDOTHD. §HBE
DFAETHRLBEOERICEH TOWKRERMA LB O>TVE
ER

HHEL T BPVWITZEICOIDEHBLLEITED

FEDFBLHAHEDTMN

Student Exchanges and Research Travel

PTJCMF travel awards enabled U of A undergraduate students
Yuelin and Hilary to study Japanese language and culture in Kyoto
in the 2026 Ritsumeikan Summer Japanese Program of
Ritsumeikan University.

Master Class with Dr. Maxime Polleri

On March 11, 2026, the PTJC sponsored and organized an
Academic Seminar and Workshop for advanced undergraduate
students and graduate students with Dr. Maxime Polleri, Assistant
Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the Université
Laval.

Discussion themes included doing ethnography in Japan,
performativity, from useless to useful data, avoiding
ethnocentrism, the role, value, and mechanics of interviews, the
affordance of “Foreigner Status”, the taboo of “politics”, and citizen
science.
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Adjudicating the JET Programme

In March, Interim Director Dr. Walter Davis partook in the judging
panel for the The Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme (JET).
JET is an initiative sponsored by the Government of Japan that
invites university graduates from around the world to live and
work in Japan.

Advancing Research
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PTJC Seed Grant Program

To celebrate the Centre’s 20th anniversary, the PTJC and U of A
launched the PT]C Seed Grant Program. It supports
interdisciplinary projects that tackle pressing challenges and have
the potential to scale up and secure national and international
funding. The program’s winning teams of Canadian and Japanese
researchers were announced at the PTJC 20th Anniversary
Celebration (PTJC 20th Anniversary: PT|C Seed Grant Program 2024

Recipients).

Hollywood Kyoto: Preserving the Lost Studio

Park
On Monday, April 20, 2026 from 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM MDT/ Tuesday,
April 21, 2026 from 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM JST, the Hollywood Kyoto

Seed Grant Program project led by Dr. Geoffrey Rockwell at the
University of Alberta held its first research symposium.

The event marked the fruition of the two-year-long project. The
Hollywood Kyoto project is a collaborative effort between the
University of Alberta and Ritsumeikan University using digital
humanities methods to document the demolished area of Toei
Uzumasa Eigamura (Studio Park).

The symposium featured five presentations:

+ Introduction of Project: Dr. Geoffrey Rockwell

+  Origins of the Project Presentation: Dr. Akinori Nakamura

+  Toei Period Drama (Jidaigeki) Presentation: Dr. William Carroll

Demo of Virtual Tour: Dr. Eric Kaltman, Victor Cervantes, and
Hyunsung Rho

*  Website Presentation and Demo: Moe Fujiwara and Erika
Gauvin
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More about the project:

To preface, Toei Studio Park, currently known as Uzumasa Kyoto
Village, is a theme park that is recognized for its period dramas
(jidaigeki) open sets, where visitors are not only able to have
cultural experiences but can also enjoy live performances and, if
you're lucky, a filming of a show or movie. For many, this park is a
cultural phenomenon. As a destination for school trips for many
Japanese residents and a tourist spot for domestic and
international visitors alike, Uzumasa Park holds fond memories for
millions of people and is foundational to Japanese film history.

The Hollywood Kyoto project began with Ritsumeikan University's
swift call to action to preserve the original buildings and sets of
Toei Studio Park before their demolition for renovations in late
2023. Luckily, with special permission, the Ritsumeikan team
gained access and, in only a few hours, photographed the park,
taking hundreds of images, which they then used to create a
photogrammetric rendering of the park. Though physically
preserving the park is impossible, with a vision and a team, it could
be recreated in a metaphysical way.

In the past, Ritsumeikan University and the University of Alberta
have worked together in the digital humanities sector, and with the
PTJC grant, Professor Akinori Nakamura from Ritsumeikan
University and Professor Geoffrey Rockwell assembled a team of
university professionals and research assistants to bring this
project to fruition, to have the digital version of the past Uzumasa
Studio Park accessible to the everyday person. While the team
creation was strong, there were additional challenges that a typical
academic project would not experience, such as the project being
connected to an enterprise of Toei Studios. We had to exercise
greater patience and await contractual approval from Toei Studios
before adding images of film sets or stills for documentational
purposes. Additionally, a challenging factor of an international
project is, ironically, working as an international team. Due to the
time difference and differing academic schedules, communicating
to stay connected and meeting one another’s expectations posed
its own set of challenges, and with several members of the team
joining mid-project, it took additional time to understand and
grasp the grand concept, as well as learning how to work with one
another, especially with us all having varying experiences.
Fortunately, we all collaborated well and thoroughly enjoyed each
other, and the “teamwork makes the dream work” cliche is an
impeccable description of our efforts on the Hollywood Kyoto
project. In the coming months, the team will work on making final
adjustments, and the website featuring the virtual tour, short
essays, interviews and images will soon be made available to the
public.
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Commemorating the 2011 the Great East
Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Nuclear
Accident

On March 11, 2011, Japan and its people
were severely impacted by the Great East
Japan earthquake (Tohoku earthquake) and
tsunami. The natural disaster caused
extensive displacement of people across
Japan, especially in the Iwate, Miyagi, and
Fukushima Prefectures, and long lasting
environmental, ecological, and economic
impacts.

Radioactive Governance: The Politics of
Revitalization in Post-Fukushima Japan, a new
book by Dr. Maxime Polleri, examines how
Japan responded to the disaster. Unlike
stories about Hiroshima or Chernobyl that
focus on suffering and long-term harm, this
research considers how the Japanese
government emphasized that radiation risks
were limited, encouraged evacuees to
return home, restarted nuclear power
plants, and promoted resilience in the face
of hardship. This approach often conflicted with the concerns of
residents who feared ongoing health risks and wanted to relocate
permanently.

On March 11, 2026, in commemoration of the earthquake and
nuclear disaster, the PTJC welcomed Dr. Maxime Polleri, Assistant
Professor in the Department of Anthropology at Université Laval,
gave a Book Launch talk, open to the general public, titled “How do
you govern recovery after a major nuclear disaster in Japan?”

Dr. Polleri's talk explored the impact that policies had on citizens
and how citizens came to navigate recovery in their own respective
definitions and contexts.

A Q&A with Dr. Polleri can be viewed on our YouTube Channel.

Engaging Communities

Maxime Polleri

RADIOACTIVE
GOVERNANCE

The Politics of Revitalization

in Post-Fukushima Japan
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Songs of Kamui

On Friday, April 17, 2026, a Film Screening and Producer Q & A for
the film Songs of Kamui was supported by the PTJC as part of the
33rd Dreamspeakers International Indigenous Film Festival.

Based on a true story, the film portrays the story of an Ainu girl
and her quest for knowledge. More than anything, brilliant Teru
longs to attend school with other girls. But in early 20th-century
Japan, Teru is excluded, because she is Ainu. Instead of writing, the
Ainu—an indigenous people from Japan's Hokkaido island—pass
down their traditions through yukar (oral poems). When Teru
meets a Tokyo professor who has devoted his life to decoding
yukar, Teru discovers a chance not only to prove her brilliance but
to rewrite the fate of the Ainu.

Following the film screening, Producer Kiyoko Sakuma participated
in a Q & A session with about 25 attendees. We are delighted to
share Producer Sakuma'’s words of reflection on the film making
process as well as post-production.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntIESaHmb9c
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A message from Producer Kiyoko Sakuma:

/ Attending the Dreamspeakers International Indigenous Film
Festival

On April 16, 2026, I visited Canada for the first time. I came to
attend the Dreamspeakers International Indigenous Film Festival
in Edmonton, where Songs of Kamui, a film I produced, was being
screened.

Although I had attended international film festivals before, I had
always traveled with companions. This time, however, I was on my
own. Since I do not speak English fluently, I was nervous about
making my way to Edmonton via Calgary. Repeating “When in
doubt, ask” to myself, I sought help from many people along the
way and arrived safely in Edmonton.

At the airport, I was met by Travis, one of the festival organizers,
and Ms. Fujiwara, who served as an interpreter. We then headed to
the hotel. After settling in, I went to the festival venue, where the
festival had been underway since April 15. There, I introduced
myself to the staff at the registration
desk and to Aretha, the Festival
Director. Everyone was so friendly and
welcoming that, for a moment, I felt as
though I had returned home and was
meeting relatives again.

I have visited many countries for
filming and film festivals, including
South America, Australia, China and
other parts of Asia, Russia, Europe, and
Africa. What I have always felt in these
experiences is that, no matter the
country or the person I speak with,
human feelings are not so different. In
particular, many of the people I meet
share a common language through
cinema, which allows for an immediate
sense of understanding. Even when we
do not speak the same language, we
often communicate through gestures,
share jokes, and laugh together. Once
again, this experience proved exactly
that.

Sengs of Kamui

dreamspeakers.org

Q&A with Producer, Sakuma Kiyoko after screening.

Prince Takamado Japan Centre
for Teaching and Research

Finally, the screening of Songs of Kamui (D) UNIVERSITY
began. I felt a mixture of anticipation OF ALBERTA

and uncertainty about how the

audience would respond. Scenes that

received little laughter in Japan were met with frequent laughter in
Edmonton. I wondered whether this might reflect cultural
differences, but I was simply very pleased to see such open and
immediate reactions from the audience.

In the post-screening Q&A, many audience members offered
positive comments. Among the questions raised was an especially
meaningful one about how Ainu audiences might respond to the
film. I cannot say with certainty whether the film resonated
positively or negatively with Ainu viewers. However, I was deeply
moved by a remark from an Ainu community leader who viewed an
advance screening, who said, “This is a film directed to us, the
Ainu.”

In Japan, the Ainu people are still not widely discussed or well
known. Even within the film crew, some initially assumed the story
was fictional and were surprised to learn that it is based on real
history. This reflects, in part, the fact that the Ainu have lived with a

) 33" Dreamspeakers

) International Indigenous Film Festival

Slandmark Cinema 9 Edmonton.City Centre
Friday, April 17,2026 4:30 PM
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difficult and painful history, and for many reasons have not always
been able to openly share or assert their identity. This remains a
deeply regrettable situation.

A sense of anger—almost frustration—at the question of whether
Ainu people and Japanese society could continue as they are
became one of the starting points for creating Songs of Kamui. At
the same time, it reflects a broader concern that patterns of
domination and oppression, seen in the animal world, can also be
found within highly advanced human societies.

The question remains: can humanity overcome this? Around the
world, many films and dramas continue to be produced, yet I feel
there are fewer projects today that shed light on human goodness
and compassion. At a time when the global environmentisin a
critical state, there is still so much that film, dramas, and
storytelling can express and question.

The African saying that “the Earth is a trust from future
generations,” and the Ainu belief that “kamui (spiritual beings)
dwell in all things in the universe,” feel increasingly significant in
this context.

Film Screening

The PTJCMF supported public screening of Japanese films at
Edmonton’s Metro Cinema organized by Dr. William Carroll, U of A
Department of East Asian Studies.

. March 26, 2026: Akihiko Shiota, Canary (2004)

Around the Office & On the Horizon
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Welcoming Representatives from Japan

The PTJC helped welcome representatives of the following
Japanese institutions to Canada and the University of Alberta: the
Government of Kumamoto Prefecture and Tohoku University.

Upcoming Events

December 6, 2026: Japanese Language Proficiency Test

. March 6, 2027: 36th Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest

. March 28, 2027: 38th National Japanese Speech Contest
hosted at University of Alberta
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https://metrocinema.org/
https://metrocinema.org/event/canary-2004/
https://metrocinema.org/
https://metrocinema.org/event/canary-2004/
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/prince-takamado-japan-centre/centre-activities/jlpt/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/prince-takamado-japan-centre/centre-activities/japanese-language-speech-contests/alberta-speech-contest/index.html
https://www.cajle.ca/activities/japanese-speech-contest/canadian-national-japanese-speech-contest/
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/prince-takamado-japan-centre/centre-activities/jlpt/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/prince-takamado-japan-centre/centre-activities/japanese-language-speech-contests/alberta-speech-contest/index.html
https://www.cajle.ca/activities/japanese-speech-contest/canadian-national-japanese-speech-contest/
https://www.cajle.ca/activities/japanese-speech-contest/canadian-national-japanese-speech-contest/
https://metrocinema.org/event/canary-2004/

Prince Takamado Japan Centre
for Teaching and Research
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