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In this special edition newsletter, the PTJC shares news of its
activities on behalf of the Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial
Fund from July 2023 through December 2025. The highlight of the
period was a celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Prince
Takamado Japan Centre.

Continuing projects included promoting Japanese language learning

through Japanese speech contests and Fostering Student Learning
and Excellence through the Princess Takamado Essay Contest,
Ritsumeikan Summer Japanese Program, and JACOS/JAPEX
scholarships in engineering.

The Centre mounted multiple Academic Events & Programs, and it
bolstered its commitment to Advancing Research by introducing a
new PTJC Seed Grant Program. The Centre also continued Engaging
Communities through collaboration with the Edmonton Japanese
Community Association and the Gordon Hirabayashi Anti-Racism
Project.

Moreover, the PTJC increased its administrative capacity, as detailed
in Around the Office & On the Horizon.
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Message from Interim Director
Dr. Walter Davis

I am deeply grateful for the privilege of serving as
Interim Director of the Prince Takamado Japan Centre
and helping advance the mission of the Prince
Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund. Since I
assumed my role in July of 2023, I have been fortunate
to work with many PTJC colleagues, partners, and
stakeholders. I would like to express my sincere appreciation for
all of their generosity and dedication in pursuit of our shared
desire to honour the memory and legacy of His Imperial Highness
Prince Takamado.

Over the past two and a half years, to strengthen the impact of the
PTJC and position the Memorial Fund for growth, we formulated a
new strategic plan and developed signature initiatives. One of
those initiatives was the PTJC 20th Anniversary Celebration. Held
on September 24 and 25, 2024, it marked the Centre and Memorial
Fund's first two decades of success and anticipated many more.
The event reiterated our enduring commitment to fostering
learning and research about Japan, and it expressed our intention
collaboratively to build for the future. We are grateful that several
private-sector partners--Marubeni, the Driving Force, and
Mitsubishi Corporation, Canada--made generous donations to the
Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund in anticipation of
the celebration. At the event, we unveiled a second signature
initiative, the PTJC Seed Grant Program. Now underway, it is
empowering five teams of researchers led by experts from Canada
and Japan to develop projects and research networks that will
allow them to apply for large national and international grants and
thus to address pressing challenges at scale.

These initiatives complemented established PTJC programs that
are made possible by the Memorial Fund, such as administering
the Japanese Language Proficiency Test for Japanese language
learners from across North America, organizing the Alberta District
Japanese Speech Contest, supporting the Canadian National
Japanese Speech Contest, recognizing excellence in student
research through the Princess Takamado Essay Contest,
supporting student exchanges, and contributing to the Gordon
Hirabayashi Anti-Racism Project. Support from the Memorial Fund
enabled multiple components of the Gordon Hirabayashi Anti-
Racism Project to come to fruition: screenings and panel
discussions of the play Hold These Truths; creation of the Gordon
Hirabayashi Annual Lecture; publication of the Directory of
Japanese Canadian Resources for Alberta educators; and
production of a documentary film about Dr. Gordon Hirabayashi.
Through these and other projects, such as an online seminar co-
hosted with the Consulate General of Japan in Calgary about “The
Impact and Roles of Japanese Community Centres in Canada,” we
deepened our collaboration with the Japanese Canadian
community. We were honoured to partner with the Edmonton
Japanese Community Association and the National Association of
Japanese Canadians on co-organizing the NAJC's 2024 Northern
Lights Annual Conference in Edmonton on October 4-6, 2024.

The Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund makes
possible the undertakings of the PTJC, both by funding projects
directly and by attracting additional support. In the past two and a
half years, the PTJC welcomed a commitment of five years of stable
funding for PTJC programs and operations ($65,000 per year, 2024-
2029) from the University of Alberta Faculty of Arts, as well as a
contribution of $115,000 to the PTJC Seed Grant Program by the
Office of the Vice President (Research and Innovation). The Centre
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also secured a grant of $10,000 from the Japanese Canadian
Legacies Society for the Gordon Hirabayashi Legacy Video Project
and a grant of nearly $10,000 from the President’s Grants for the
Performing and Creative Arts to fund student research for the PTJC
20th Anniversary Online Exhibition of Japanese Calligraphy.
Financial and in-kind support generously provided by the Kule
Institute for Advanced Study and the Vice-Provost for Access,
Community, and Belonging were crucial to the successes of our
anniversary celebration and the Gordon Hirabayashi Annual
Lecture.

As we enter a new year and look forward to the arrival of a new
Director of the Prince Takamado Japan Centre on July 1, 2026, I am
honoured to continue being a part of the flourishing of the PTJC
and the Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund. I am
especially excited that the Centre will partner with the Canadian
Association for Japanese Language Education to host the 37th
Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest at the University of
Alberta in March of 2026, and I keenly anticipate the initial results
of the PTJC Seed Grant Program projects. Moreover, I am eager to
continue working with the Centre's established partners and
stakeholders, and I am filled with hope by the prospect of
developing new collaborations and creating new means of fulfilling
Prince Takamado's vision.

Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Prince
Takamado Japan Centre
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The Prince Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching and Research
celebrated its 20th anniversary on September 24 and 25, 2024,
marking two decades of fostering academic and cultural ties
between Japan and Canada. A reception at the University of Alberta
Botanic Garden’s Kurimoto Japanese Garden opened the
celebration. Speeches by His Excellency Mr. Kanji Yamanouchi,
Japan's Ambassador to Canada, His Excellency Mr. Ian McKay,
Canada’s Ambassador to Japan, and University of Alberta President
Bill Flanagan framed the significance of the anniversary, and
performances of a Japanese tea ceremony and Japanese taiko
drumming illustrated the appreciation of Japanese culture in
Canada.

The second day of the celebration began with remarks by Her
Honour, the Honourable Salma Lakhani, Lieutenant Governor of
Alberta, Ambassador Yamanouchi, and President Flanagan. Her
Imperial Highness Princess Takamado offered congratulations in a
video message that was the guiding star of the celebration. After
recalling the visit that His Imperial Highness Prince Takamado and
she made to the U of Aiin 1999, Princess Takamado reflected on
Prince Takamado's vision for friendly relations between Canada

and Japan, and she looked forward to the Centre continuing to play
a pivotal role in deepening those ties.

The presentations that followed outlined some of the recent
means by which the Centre has undertaken its role. A seed grant
award ceremony introduced the five research teams and projects
of the new PTJC Seed Grant Program. Contributors to the Gordon
Hirabayashi Anti-Racism Project described its activities and
accomplishments. Student researchers demonstrated the PTJC's
20th Anniversary Online Exhibition of Japanese Calligraphy.

The celebration featured distinguished lectures by two of Canada’s
most eminent researchers. Dr. Richard Sutton, Professor of

Computing Science at the University of Alberta, Fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada, and co-recipient of the 2024 A.M. Turing Award,
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discussed the future of Artificial Intelligence. Dr. Joshua Mostow,
Professor of Pre-Modern Japanese Literature and Art at the
University of British Columbia, Fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada, and awardee of Japan’s Order of the Rising Sun,
articulated the importance of pure research in Japanese studies.
Both lectures can be viewed on the PTJC YouTube channel.

The PTJC 20th Anniversary Celebration concluded with a public
consultation session about how to position the PTJC for continued
success. His Excellency Ambassador Yamanouchi, Mr. Takehiko
Wajima, Consul-General of Japan in Calgary, Ms. Noriko Yamamoto,
Executive Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto, and Ms.
Christine Nakamura, Vice-President, Central Canada Office, Asia
Pacific Foundation of Canada shared insights about how to build
for the future in a roundtable discussion, and members of the
audience joined the conversation, adding an abundance of ideas
and community perspectives.

PTJC 20th Anniversary Online Exhibition
of Japanese Calligraphy

At the PTJC 20th Anniversary Celebration, the PTJC unveiled a 20th
Anniversary Online Exhibition of Japanese Calligraphy. U of A
student researchers Bosheng Li, Sung Eun Cho, and Daniel
Chapman assisted the curation and design of the show. The
exhibition presents the calligraphy of Shikd Kataoka (1928-2014), a
gracious supporter of the PTJC who inscribed the motto of the
PTJC, “Bringing people and knowledge together.” Several works in
the exhibition feature texts composed by Their Imperial
Highnesses Prince and Princess Takamado. The exhibition is
published online as an interactive, 360-degree video on the PTJC's
YouTube channel.
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Contribution to promoting Japanese language
learning

Japanese Language Proficiency Test

Commissioned by the Japan Foundation, the PTJC
administered the Japanese Language Proficiency
Test in Edmonton on July 2, 2023, December 3,
2023, July 7, 2024, and December 1, 2024. A total of
933 Japanese language learners from across North
America registered for these sittings of the test.
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Prince Tokamado Japan Cen

Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest

The PTJC and Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary co-hosted the
33rd and 34th Alberta District Japanese Speech Contests. The
events were held in a hybrid format to make it easier for students
from the University of Calgary, University of Regina, University of
Saskatchewan, and University of Alberta to take part.
Congratulations to all students who delivered speeches, with
special recognition to the following presenters!
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Category / #& Speech Contest (March 2, 2024), F£382H).
1st Place 2R
. Veronica Exner JIAZHh - TUVRXFEA
Beginner / 4% (University of Regina) (LZvA1FKEF)
. Sianne Bassingthwaite AT NIVTRTTAMSA
Intermediate / Hif (University of Saskatchewan) (BPRAF a7 VKF)

Tianling Huang

Advanced / £ (University of Alberta)
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34th Alberta District Japanese Language
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1st Place i
: May Pham XA« T7LTA
Beginner / #]Jif (University of Calgary) (AILA —KFH)
. Alice Shin TR VT A
Intermediate / i (University of Saskatchewan) (P RAF 27 VKF)
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Canadian National Japanese Speech
Contest

The PTJC and Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund

supported the Canadian National Japanese Language Speech
Contest, which was organized by the Canadian Association for
Japanese Language Education.

The 35th Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest was hosted
in person in Ottawa on March 24, 2024, at the Embassy of Japan in
Canada, and the 36th Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest
was hosted in person on March 30, 2025, at York University in
Toronto. First place results in each category are as below.
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35th Canadian National Japanese Speech
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Intermediate / Bk

Category / #& Contest (March 24, 2024), H24H).
1st Place i
. Sterling Wu XRRZ—=)2T «JEA
Beginner / % (Western University) (VT RRVKE)
Seohee Lee VeE-UTA

(University of British Columbia)

(FUFova1OYETKE)

Hei Tung Chloe Shek

Advanced / £#% (York University)

A by IOA0->TIZA
(- KF)

Megumi Varghese

Open / & —7 >l (University of Alberta)
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36th Canadian National Japanese Speech
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1st Place 1
. Alex Sarkozi FLYyORX =0T EA
Beginner / ##% (York University) Elss)
Kai Lee A - U—=CA

(University of British Columbia)

(FUFova1OYETKE)

Ava-karie Hislop
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Advanced / ik (York University) (F—UKFH)
N Yuna Wong dF -T2 TEA
Open / & —7 2% (York University) (—UKFH)
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The PTJCMF's travel award (Grand Prize) was awarded to Megumi
Varghese at the 35th Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest
and Ava-karie Hislop at the 36th Canadian National Japanese
Speech Contest. Their acceptance speeches are as below.

Megumi Varghese (University of Alberta)

/ 35th Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest,
Open Category Grand Prize Winner

When I first heard about the Japanese Speech Contest, I remember
being very excited and eager to participate. During my struggles
refining my speech, I constantly reminded myself it was my
passion and great interest in the Japanese language motivating me
to participate in this contest. Attending the National Japanese
Speech Contest was a delightful experience. It was very special to
meet participants from other provinces who also shared a love for
Japanese and who were equally serious about learning the
language. Each moment of participating in this contest will remain
a treasure to me, and I will never forget how much I enjoyed this
experience. Moreover, I am deeply grateful for the scholarship
generously granted to me to visit Japan. Through my visit, I hope
to become more involved in the Japanese culture which has
fascinated me since childhood.

Ava-karie Hislop (York University)

/ 36th Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest,
Advanced Category Grand Prize Winner

The time | spent at this year's Canadian National Japanese Speech
Contest was a valuable and irreplaceable experience for me. On the
day of the contest, many participants including myself were very tired
because of lack of sleep, but | had an enjoyable time learning new
things by mingling with everyone who came from different places. I've
been studying Japanese through a mix of university courses and self-
study, but these past 4 years | have met many amazing professors and
other students and received many opportunities, and I'm truly glad |
started studying.

Princess Takamado Essay Contest
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Congratulations to the 2023, 2024, and 2025 winners of the
Princess Takamado Essay Contest! Awards were given to the best
student essays submitted to the Canadian Association for Japanese
Language Education Annual Conference and to Replaying Japan:
The International Japan Game Studies Conference.

2023 CAJLE Annual Conference

Ms. Masako Shimada (University of Calgary)

/ "Effects of Japanese Prosody on Comprehensibility: Focused
Instruction Using Bodily Movements and Computer-assisted
Techniques"

I am honoured to receive this award! In line with the new and
exciting approaches that are emerging to promote Japanese
language learning, my study involves innovative techniques to
improve learners’ pronunciation, in particular prosody. I am very
excited to share my findings that show that the focused instruction
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using these techniques enables learners to significantly improve
their listening and speaking abilities in as little as four weeks, with
a total duration of about nine hours of prosody training. I hope
that ultimately my study contributes to raising awareness of the
importance of prosody and helps provide educators with effective
pronunciation instruction for use in classrooms.

2024 CAJLE Annual Conference

N/A

2025 CAJLE Annual Conference
Ms. Kanae Obata (Tsinghua University)

/"Child Agency in Transnational Migration to Canada: How Does
the Migration Affect Chinese-Japanese Children’s Investment in
Japanese as a Heritage Language?"

| am deeply honored to receive this prestigious award.

As a student aspiring to pursue a career in Japanese language
education outside of Japan, this award is a significant source of
encouragement.

| am interested in pursuing opportunities to further develop and
advance my educational practice and research in the context of
mobility and transnationalism. A particular focus of my research will be
on Japanese language education as a heritage language and as a
second or third language.

I am committed to maintaining my professional integrity and will
continue to strive for excellence in my work. Once again, | would like to
express my sincere gratitude.

Ms. Minggi Zhang (Simon Fraser University)

/"Rethinking Japanese Language Education: Plurilingual
Pedagogy in Canadian Post-Secondary Classrooms"

I am truly honored and deeply grateful to receive this award. As a
non-native speaker of Japanese and a plurilingual international
student in Canada, this recognition holds special significance for
me. Throughout my academic and teaching journey, I have both
experienced and observed the challenges and possibilities of
navigating multiple languages and cultures.

This award inspires me to continue exploring inclusive, plurilingual
approaches to Japanese language education in Canada that
recognize and value the diverse linguistic resources of all learners.

I sincerely thank the Prince Takamado Japan Centre for this
meaningful recognition.

2023 Replaying Japan

Ms. Homeira Baghbanmoshiri (Kobe University)

/"Analyzing the 'cultural identity' of the game: through the
comparison between The Witcher and Final Fantasy game series"
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Mr. N6kkvi Jarl Bjarnason (University of Iceland)
/"Japan and the Rise of National Game Studies”

I am greatly honoured for having been selected as one of the
winners for the Princess Takamado Essay Contest. Hailing from a
small country such as Iceland it was a great joy to interact with
international scholars at the Replaying Japan conference and I am
humbled to have my work recognised in this way. Considering how
limited game related scholarship is in Iceland, having my work
acknowledged by others is greatly encouraging and I am deeply
thankful for it.

2024 Replaying Japan

Ms. Alexandra Maiuga (Ritsumeikan University)

/ "Diasporic Spaces of Belonging: Video Game Developer
Communities in Tokyo and Kyoto"

Mr. Logan Thienes (University of Alberta)

/"Reading and Rebuilding the Medieval Romance in Fire Emblem:
Genealogy of the Holy War"

One of the things that initially drew me to the University of Alberta
was its connection with Japanese games studies, so I am extremely
honoured to win the Princess Takamado Essay Contest. It is
fantastic to have the Prince Takamado Japan Centre on campus
and the work they do in Edmonton is great - I happily attended
various film screenings sponsored by the PTJC throughout my time
at the U of A. My essay, “Reading and Rebuilding the Medieval
Romance in Fire Emblem: Genealogy of the Holy War,” was
presented in Buffalo, NY, at the conference
Replaying Japan, which is held in
collaboration with the Prince Takamado
Japan Centre. My research analyzed the
presence of European medieval literature
in Japanese pop culture, highlighting the
unexpected ways that stories from the
European Middle Ages have been revived
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in modern video games. Replaying Japan
was a fantastic experience and I hope to
attend again in the future, and I
encourage any and all scholars interested
in Japanese video games to present there
as well! Overall, this experience has been
wonderful, and I am extremely thankful to
the Prince Takamado Japan Canada
Memorial Fund for this award. I would also
like to thank everyone who attended my
presentation at Replaying Japan and my
panel moderator, Dr. Geoffrey Rockwell, as
well as the conference program
committee who arranged such an
incredible event. Thank you again for the
opportunity and the award!

Replaying Japan

THE 12TH INTERNATIONAL JAPANESE GAME STUDIES CONFERENCE

PRESERVATION, INNOVATION AND NEW DIRECTIONS INJAPANESE GAME STUDIES

CONFERENCE DATES:
MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2024 (UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO)
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2024 (UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO)
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2024 (THE STRONG MUSEUM, ROCHESTER)

PROPOSAL DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 17, 2023
LEARN MORE & READ THE FULL CALL FOR PAPERS

https://replaying jp/
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Fostering Student Learning and Excellence

FEOFRBIMMEDER

JACOS/JAPEX Scholarships in

Engineering

The JACOS/JAPEX Scholarship is offered to students with superior
academic achievement entering their second, third, or fourth year

JACOS/JAPEXT EHiTIRES

JACOS/JAPEXTHEH:AMERF &3, SLLTH, FRIF. BZEIH. <

of study who are eligible for the award in the fields of Mining 2025-2026EENDZEEIZ. FTIZOED TT,
Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, Chemical Engineering,

Materials Engineering, Geotechnical Engineering, and
Environmental Engineering. The following students are the 2023-
2024, 2024-2025, and 2025-2026 recipients of this scholarship.
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Bradley Fink (2023-2024)
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Brooklyn Hemeyer (2023-2024)
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Xianghua Qiu (2023-2024)
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Samantha Dabels (2023-2024)
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William Lema (2024-2025)
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Paola Becerra (2024-2025)
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Eleanor Bordian (2024-2025)
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Sophia Young (2024-2025)
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Carson Burgemeister (2025-2026)
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Sydney Roper (2025-2026)
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Karissa Hazelwood (2025-2026)
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Cole Lemieux (2025-2026)
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Kim Reizel Diaz (2023-2024)
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University of Calgary hJLAH ) —K%

Kylin Fraser (2023-2024)
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Student Exchanges and Research Travel

On March 10, 2024, the PTJC collaborated with the Faculty of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Science to take fifty Japanese
students visiting from Josai International University to the
University of Alberta Botanic Garden. The Pharmacy students
viewed medicinal plants, explored the Botanic Garden, including
the Kurimoto Japanese Garden, and experienced Canada'’s
springtime snow with hot
chocolate and fire pits.

PT|CMF travel awards enabled
U of A undergraduate
students Cody Banh, Jacob
Oleksiw, and Ya Wen Ma to
study Japanese language and
culture in Kyoto in the 2024
Ritsumeikan Summer
Japanese Program of
Ritsumeikan University.

WELCOME “CENTRE
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PTJCMF travel grants enabled
two Canadian graduate
student members of the
Canadian Association for
Japanese Language Education
to present their research at the International Conference on
Japanese Language Education (ICJLE) in Madison, Wisconsin,
United States, on August 1-3, 2024. Yuta Dobashi (University of
Saskatchewan) presented “Foreign Language Anxiety and Speaking
Self-efficacy between Asian and Canadian Learners of Japanese in
Canada.” Motoki Long-Nozawa (University of British Columbia)
presented “Gender diversity and its implications: queer students’
accounts of gender identity construction and language learning.”

2024 Kakehashi Project

With support from the Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary, the
PTJC sent eight University of Alberta students to take part in the
The Kakehashi Project, a student exchange program of the Asia
Pacific Foundation of Canada and the Government of Japan. The
participants studied social innovation and entrepreneurship in
Tokyo and Nagoya, February 17-25, 2024, learning to become
“bridges” (kakehashi) between nations and cultures.

Participant Richard Kim shared the following about their
experience:
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"My name is Richard Kim and I am one of eight students that were
chosen for the Kakehashi Project 2024. It was a life-changing
experience, with so many new friends and unique experiences that
shaped the way I view Japan. Being in Japan for the first time, [ was
amazed by the amazing beauty of the country, from the local tea
house in Nagoya, the incredible shrine in Asakusa, to the bustling
streets of Shibuya. These places gave me a unique perspective on
Japan and how it varies in both the modern and traditional sense.
Japanese food is amazing, being able to eat authentic Japanese
food from Sukiyaki, Bento Box, Omurice, and more. Japanese food
reflects Japanese culture, with a focus on cleanliness, quality, and
care put into the food. The homestay experience was absolutely
unforgettable, my host family was very kind and hospitable,
ensuring our stay in Nagoya was one that we wouldn't forget.
Eating dinner together, going to a local shrine, and going shopping
with them made me feel like I was a part of their family, and I will
never forget their kindness. The students at Chukyo University
were very kind, and gave a strong feel into the Japanese school
culture, and how it differed so much from Canada. Representing
Canada and the University of Alberta, I feel like my ties with Japan
have been strengthened, and hope to learn more and promote
Japanese culture for the rest of my life.”

Student Group Activities

The PTJCMF supported Lunar New Year's
Festival and Cheri-Con events organized by the
U of A East Asian Studies Student Association

Supported by University of Alberta
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(KGK) in 2024 and 2025. At the February 9, 2024
Lunar New Year's Festival, the PTJC hosted a
table and asked students how the Centre could
help them. Support through scholarships was a
recurring theme of their answers.

Support from the PTJCMF helped the U of A
Japanese Drama Society student group to write,
produce, and perform musicals in Japanese. The
group publicly performed Aladdin on April 4,
2024 and The Lion King on May 3, 2025. They
also performed a scene from their Aladdin at the
National Association of Japanese Canadians’
Northern Lights Annual Conference on October
6, 2024.

Advancing Research

The Lion King

The 10th Annual Musical Performance
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PTJC Seed Grant Program

To celebrate the Centre's 20th anniversary, the PTJC and U of A
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launched the PT]C Seed Grant Program. It supports
interdisciplinary projects that tackle pressing challenges and have
the potential to scale up and secure national and international
funding. The program’s winning teams of Canadian and Japanese
researchers were announced at the PTJC 20th Anniversary
Celebration (PTJC 20th Anniversary: PT|C Seed Grant Program 2024

IS b A0S LIS EIFE LT, SOTOYSAIE. ELEBS
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Recipients).
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PTJC Online Seminar: "The Impact and

Roles of Japanese Community Centres in

Canada"

Four experts and community leaders—Dr. Aya
Fujiwara (University of Alberta), Mr. Roger
Teshima (Calgary Japanese Community
Association Legacy Project), Dr. Henry Tsang
(Athabasca University), and Ms. Michelle Day
Miles (Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden)—came
together on March 25, 2024 for an exploration
of issues of ethnicity, race, and community in
relation to Japanese community associations,
centres, and gardens in Canada. The seminar
may be viewed online.
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Academic Events & Programs
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PTJC Webinar Series
2023-2024

The Impact and Roles of Japanese
Community Centres in Canada
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March 25, 2024 at 6-8 pm MDT
JA Telus Centre 134 (UAlberta) & Zoom
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Co-sponsored Lectures and Book Launch

+  December 1, 2023
Dr. Nanako Nakajima, Waseda University, “Dance
Dramaturgies of Aging in East Asian and Euro-American
Contexts,” at the University of Alberta.

. March 28, 2024

Dr. Grace En-Yi Ting, University of Hong Kong, “Translating Li .

Kotomi: Say Translation is Art and Love, and Queer,” at the
University of Alberta.

*  October 3, 2024
Dr. Pamela Sugiman, Professor of Sociology at Toronto
Metropolitan University, “Deep and Profound Memories:
Japanese Canadians, Race and the Second World War

Internment,” Inaugural Gordon Hirabayashi Annual Lecture at

the University of Alberta. Recording available online: 2024
Gordon Hirabayashi Annual Lecture.

September 11, 2025

Dr. Mikael Adolphson, Keidanren Professor and Chair,
University of Cambridge, “Japan's First Economic Miracle:
Medieval Monetization from a Global Perspective,” at the
University of Alberta.

. September 26, 2025
Dr. Karen Korematsu, founder and president of the Fred T.
Korematsu Institute, “Coram Nobis: The warning we need

now?", Gordon Hirabayashi Annual Lecture at the University of

Lethbridge.

*  October 21, 2025
Dr. Eric Adams, Professor in Faculty of Law, University of
Alberta, “Challenging Exile: Japanese Canadians and the
Wartime Constitution” Book Launch with Centre for
Constitutional Studies.
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Academic Conferences

The PTJC and PTJCMF helped organize “Replaying Japan: The 13th
International Japan Game Studies Conference” at the University at
Buffalo (State University of New York) and the Strong Museum of
Play in Rochester, New York, August 19-21, 2024.

The PTJC and PTJCMF supported the Past Wrongs, Future Choices
Symposium, co-organized by former PTJC Director Dr. Aya Fujiwara,
at the Banff Centre, November 15-17, 2024.

Film Screenings

The PTJCMF supported public screenings of
Japanese films at Edmonton’s Metro Cinema
organized by Dr. William Carroll, U of A Department
of East Asian Studies.

October 25, 2023: Satoshi Kon, Paprika (2006)

anuary 9, 2024: Akira Kurosawa, Stray Dog (1949)

anuary 22, 2025: Takashi Shimizu, Ju-On: The
Grudge (2002)

anuary 31, 2025: Kiyoshi Kurosawa, Pulse (2001)
April 1, 2025: Manda Kunitoshi, Synchronizer (2017)
April 4, 2025: Miike Takashi, Audition (1999)
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Poster created by Brnesh Berhe

Kendo Workshop

On August 9, 2025, the PTJC sponsored and co-organized an
Academic Seminar and Workshop on Kendo Equipment on the
100th anniversary of the Nishimura Sports Equipment Store. The
academic workshop was facilitated by Mr. Akinori Ichihashi, a
graduate of Sanyo-Onoda City University and owner of Nishimura
Sports Equipment Store, and Mr. Shion Miyashita, a member of the
Canadian National Kendo Team. We were also joined by Dr. Ryoichi
Kimura, Associate Professor of Sanyo-Onoda City University in
Japan.

Nishimura Equipment Store was established in 1925 in Yamaguchi,
Japan. Mr. Ichihashi started kendo at the age of eight in Saitama
prefecture, became a prefectural representative in high school,
and was active as captain of the university team in Yamaguchi
prefecture. After earning a Master's degree in research on liquid
crystal displays and working for a general company in Tokyo, Mr.
Ichihashi returned to Yamaguchi Prefecture and became the
fourth-generation owner of the Nishimura Sporting Equipment
Store.

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the team in the U
of A's Drama Department, including Chair Dr. April Viczko, services
coordinator Candice Stollery, venue and operations manager Iain
Graham, and Service Coordinator Payal, who helped make the
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hosting of this workshop possible by allowing our use of the
Second Playing Space in the Timms Centre for the Arts.

Inquires about Nishimura Sports Equipment Store or for Mr.
Ichihashi can be directed to Dr. Kimura at ryoichikimura78@gmail.
com

Engaging Communities
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Collaborations with the Japanese
Canadian Community

The PTJC supported the Gordon Hirabayashi Anti-Racism Project’s
screenings of the play Hold These Truths followed by panel
discussions with playwright Jeanne Sakata, actor Kevin Takahide
Lee, and director Melanie Dreyer-Lude. The screenings and
discussions took place at the John Humphrey Centre for Peace and
Human Rights Ignite Change convention (in person at the U of A
and live-streamed, December 3, 2023), at the Calgary Nikkei
Cultural & Senior Centre (December 5, 2023), and at the Lethbridge
Multicultural Centre (December 6, 2023).
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In partnership with the Gordon Hirabayashi Anti-Racism Project,
the PTJC co-founded and co-organized the Gordon Hirabayashi
Annual Lecture. The inaugural lecture was held at the University of
Alberta on October 3, 2024 in conjunction with the annual
conference of the National Association of Japanese Canadians. Dr.
Pamela Sugiman, Professor of Sociology at Toronto Metropolitan
University, delivered the lecture “Deep and Profound Memories:

Japanese Canadians, Race, and the Second World War Internment.”

Dr. Karen Korematsu, founder and president of the Fred T.
Korematsu Institute, delivered the second annual lecture, “Coram
Nobis: The warning we need now?" at the University of Lethbridge
on September 26, 2025 in conjunction with the annual conference
of the National Association of Japanese Canadians.

The PTJC hosted in-person meetings of the National Association of
Japanese Canadians' Human Rights Committee on April 27-28,
2024.

In collaboration with the Edmonton Japanese Community
Association, the PTJC co-hosted the National Association of
Japanese Canadians’ 2024 Northern Lights Annual Conference at
the U of A on October 4-6, 2024. A highlight of the conference was
the public proclamation of September as Japanese Heritage Month
in Alberta by Mr. Muhammad Yaseen, Minister of Immigration and
Multiculturalism.

The PTJC further supported the National Association of Japanese
Canadians’ 2025 Annual Conference at the University of Lethbridge
on September 26-28, 2025.
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Directory of Japanese Canadian Resources

The Directory of Japanese Canadian Resources was launched in
May of 2023 and is now available online (https://ejca.org/directory-
of-japanese-canadian-resources). The project, led by Dr. Olenka
Bilash and supported by the PTJCMF, connects communities,
educators, and researchers with cultural and historical materials
about Japanese Canadian experience and history. The Directory
identifies materials that are appropriate for each level of the
Alberta curriculum (Kindergarten - Grade 12).

Gordon Hirabayashi Legacy Video Project

As part of the Gordon Hirabayashi Anti-Racism Project, the PTJC
helped create a 20-minute documentary film, Principles of
Resistance: The Gordon Hirabayashi Story (Guerilla Motion Pictures,
2024) . The video describes the Canadian legacy of Dr. Gordon
Hirabayashi, the former U of A Professor of Sociology who resisted
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II, fought for
redress for Japanese Canadians, and was a pioneer of advocacy for
social justice. The PTJC secured a $10,000 grant from the Japanese
Canadian Legacies Community Fund to hire the filmmaker, Guerilla
Motion Pictures, Ltd.

The film premiered at the National Association of Japanese
Canadians' annual conference on October 4, 2024. The Centre later
screened the documentary at the Canadian Ethnic Studies
Association Biennial Conference on November 15, 2024 and at the
John Humphrey Centre Justice4Reel Film Festival on December 14,
2024.

JUSTICEQREEL FILM FESTIVAL

PRINCIPLES OF
RESISTANCE:

THE GORDON
HIRABAYASHI STORY

Presented by: Prince Takamado Japan
Centre for Teaching and Research (PTJC)
and the Edi J C i
Association (EJCA)

Director: Justin Kueber

December 14, 2024
5:30 PM MST

An inspiring documentary screening that
celebrates the enduring legacy of Dr.
Gordon Hirabayashi. This powerful film
highlights his courageous stand against
injustice during WWII and his
transformative contributions to human
rights in Canada, including his pivotal role
in securing redress for Japanese
Canadians. Through his work, Dr.
Hirabayashi championed justice and
equity, leaving an indelible mark on
Canadian society. Presented as part of
the Gordon Hirabayashi Anti-Racism
Project, this event is a call to action for a
more inclusive future.

Prince Takamado Japan Centre. EJCA UNIVERSITY
for Teaching and Research ezt &89 OF ALBERTA
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Around the Office & On the Horizon

PTICOERESEDFE

Welcoming Representatives from Japan

The PTJC helped welcome representatives of the following
Japanese institutions to Canada and the University of Alberta: the
Embassy of Japan in Canada; the Consulate-General of Japan in
Calgary; the Japan Foundation, Toronto; the Government of Aichi
Prefecture; Ritsumeikan University; Chiba University; Osaka
University; and St. Marianna University School of Medicine.

The PTJC organized a table and
helped represent the U of A at
the gala dinner of the annual
symposium of the Canadian
Society for Pharmaceutical
Sciences (CSPS) in Edmonton on
June 12, 2024. The event included
researchers from multiple
Japanese universities and
featured the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding
with the Pharmaceutical Society
of Japan.

Welcoming New Staff at PTJC
The Prince Takamado Japan Centre welcomed two new staff

members in 2024-2025: Dr. Kerry Sluchinski, PTJC Program
Coordinator, and Ms. Aya Kymson, PTJC Office Clerk.

Upcoming Events

. March 7, 2026: 35th Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest

. March 11, 2026: Dr. Maxime Polleri BookTour
“Radioactive Governance: The Politics of Revitalization in Post-
Fukushima Japan”

March 29, 2026: 37th National Japanese Speech Contest
hosted at University of Alberta

*  July 5, 2026: Japanese Language Proficiency Test
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