Trailblazing Rural
STEMinists

Dr. Lisa Willis grew up in several rural communities and is a professor at the
University of Alberta in the Department of Biological Sciences. She works to
dismantle obstacles for the participation of marginalised groups in STEM,
through her involvement in WISEST and her development of InclusiveSTEM.
This literature-based and data-driven initiative provides statistics on
Canadian STEM fields and scientific literature on the benefits of working in
diverse groups. Dr. Willis is paving the way to improve the participation of

people from marginalised groups in STEM.
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