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WISEST SUMMER PROGRAM Chris Arendt

During my summer work experience in the Family Studies
Department, I was assigned a wide variety of tasks. MNMore
than Just making every day interesting for me, this really
provided me with a taste of the many facets of scientific
regearch.

My supervisors did everything possible to make my
summer an enjoyvable and educational one. At the beginning
of my stay, I recieved a complete tour of the Cameron,
Rutherford, Education, John Scott and, lest we forget,
Family Studies libraries. It was then that I was taught the
"Opnline skills' which, needless to say, will benefit me in
the years to come. As well, at the end of my term, Dr.
Kieren took me on a complete tour of the Home
Feonomicspuiiding, showing me that there is so much more to
Home E¢. than Just sewing machines and convection ovens.

I consider myself fortunate to have been exposed to so
many of the duties which scientific inguiy demands., 1
worked for guite some time on the office’s computer with
data base entry filing systems. I also designed the
graphics for a number of family problem sclving
transpariences for a workshop which Dr. Kieren is planning
(after all, educational programs are central to supporting
research of this nature). On top of the usual "go for' type
of library Jjobs, I was assigned to some iibrary "detective
work', which entailed tracking down missing bibliographical
information for our files (a "migsion" which ied me to even
the most unfrequented corners and basements of all of the
main llbraries). As well, I spent a number of mornings at
the MAC computer lab in CAR typing out a chapter 1n a
textbook which Dr. Kieren is about to publish on family life
education. MNot only was I able to appreciate the material,
but I alsoc gained invaluable practice at deciphering profs”
handwriting! Finally, and I think most exciting of all for
me was belng able to particpate directly in the actual
compilation of the project data. Only now can I begin to
comprehend how complicated a process interpreting data which
involves so many variables really is.

As I look back upon my six weeks, I see how much I have
learned about the enormous complexity and diversity of
research work. I have experienced both the day-to-day
rewards, and the frustration of feeling so distant from that

elusive "conclusion'. But, mavbe most importantly, I leave
with the knowledge that research in family studies or home
economics is not feministic at all. I no longer feel

detened by pursuing a career in facultlies consisting of
majorlty female enroaliment.

0f course, such ingrained stereotypes are not S0 easily
proken, but it is "hands on" educational programs like these
which will help overcome these invisible sex barriers. But
I realize that it will be an incredible struggle, especially
when, as Dr. Kieren put it, "Only ©§ men on campus are
interested in a course in human sexuality!®
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WISEST. . . NOT JUEST ANOTHER SUMMER JOB
by EDDIE MAH

On Monday, July 6, 1987 I began whalt I thought was Jjust
another "summer job". However, as time passed by 1 slowly
began to realize that WISEST was more than that. While
working in the Faculty of Nursing I hegan to understand that
the program was a great opportunity for me to be involved
with things that I am interested in. This is not to say
that I would become a nurse, although I have a greater
respeclt for them now, bult I have been exposed to the medical
profession which may be a future prospect for me. 1 have
been exposed to hospital staift and patients which has glven
me insight on what it would be like to become a doctor,
whether it be a researcher or a surgical doctor. I
understand now that to become a doctor or a nurse takes a
great deal of time and patience beginning from the time they
enter the particular faculty to the time they retire.

I worked with people for whom 1 have a grealt respect
for. WNot only did they assist me in a working atmosphere
but they also provided me with helpful input on my own
future plans. I had the pleasure to work with Sallim
Remtulla, a WISEST graduate, who is not only a terrific
person but he also understands and agrees with me that
WISEST was a valuable experlencs.

With WISEST 1 realized that therxe are no limits to what
both men and women can do. Although I already knew that

there are no particular jobs that are only for men or only



for women the WIBEST program really brought that polnt into
focus for me. This experience made me appreciate how
Liberal the professional world is; to allow males in areas
such as nursing and home economics and to allow women into
the englineering field. I would like to congradualate the
people involved in organizing the WISEST program and thanlk

you for giving me my most profitable summer.
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