
W HY   STUDY   ENGLISH?
 

  

English and Film  St udies 
of fers one of  t he m ost  
dynam ic learning 
environm ent s at  t he 
Universit y of  Alber t a, w it h 
great  resources and 
oppor t unit ies for  st udent s: 

  

- sm all classes t hat  af ford 
regular  direct  cont act  
bet ween inst ruct ors and 
st udent s; 

- a superb universit y l ibrary, 
w it h physical holdings, 
elect ronic resources, and 
digit al dat abases t o r ival 
t he very best  in Nor t h 
Am er ica; 

- oppor t unit ies for  
com m unit y engaged 
learning; 

-  longest -running 
Wr it er -in-Residence 
Program  in Canada, 
sponsor ing annual 
residencies for  acclaim ed 
aut hors; 

- f ir st  universit y hom e for  
digit al hum anit ies in 
Canada; 

- num erous awards t o 
suppor t  undergraduat e 
st udy and recognize 
out st anding st udent s; 

- t he English and Film  
St udies Undergraduat e 
Net work  (EFSUN), a vibrant  
st udent s? group t hat  plans 
excit ing event s annually.  

 

   

St udy in EFS provides 
st udent s w it h r ich exper ience 
engaging collect ively and 
cr it ically w it h cult ure; a broad 
educat ion rat her  t han rot e 
learning; and endur ing sk il ls, 
applicable t o any workplace, 
t hat  out last  t he lat est  
t echnology: 

  

- ef fect ive com m unicat ion 
and argum ent ; 

- abil i t y t o analyze diverse 
form s of  l inguist ic and 
cult ural expression; 

- cr it ical t h ink ing, analysis, 
judgm ent ; 

- abil i t y t o underst and and 
develop int r icat e ideas, t o 
apply diverse t heoret ical 
posit ions, and t o weigh t he 
im por t ance of  alt ernat ive 
perspect ives; 

- abil i t y t o grasp t he 
nuances and am biguit ies 
of  words and sym bols; 

- research sk il ls, including 
abil i t y t o gat her , sif t , and 
organize quant it ies of  
diverse m at er ial and 
evaluat e it s signif icance.   

 

Em ployers love hir ing English 
m ajors ? and English m ajors 
pursue diverse careers! Som e 
not able alum ni f rom  EFS 

include Paula Sim ons 

(award-w inning journalist  and 
producer , and new ly 

appoint ed senat or ), Jason 
Kapalka (co-founder  of  

PopCap Gam es), Mark  
Haroun  (w r it er  and 

producer  on TV?s Hear t land), 

and Shar  Levine 

(best sell ing children?s aut hor ) 

Our  program s prepare 
st udent s for  m any careers:

 

- Teacher  Lawyer  
- Librar ian /  Digit al Archivist  

Publisher  /  Edit or  
Professional Wr it er  
Journalist  

- Web Developer  
Com m unicat ions St rat egist  

- Media Relat ions /  Public 
Relat ions    

- Non Prof it  Adm inist rat or  
Film  or  TV Edit or  /  Producer  
Digit al Cont ent  Edit or  
Mult im edia Developer  
Polit ician 

- Public Policy Advisor  
Governm ent  Relat ions 
Consult ant  Sof t ware 
Developer  Com m unit y 
Relat ions /  HR 



 

  

Want  addit ional insight  and perspect ive on t he quest ion? 
See what  ot her  people say about  t he value of  hum anit ies degrees 
such as English. 

  

-  ?What  Can You Do Wit h an English Lit erat ure Degree??:  
http://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/what-can-you-
do-english- literature-degree   

-  English ?help[s] us enjoy l i fe m ore and endure it  bet t er ?: 
http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/why-teach-english 

  

-  ?Reading expands our  social im aginat ions?: 
http://stanfordpress.typepad.com/blog/2016/01/why-study-literature.html 

  

-  Hum anit ies as a pat hway t o execut ive success: 
http:// time.com/3964415/ceo-degree-liberal-arts/ 

  

-  The value of  ?sof t  sk il ls? of  t he sor t  learned in English:  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/employers-value-soft-skills-but-
don-t-seek-them-out-expert-says-1.3230939  

- The value of  engagem ent  in learning:  
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/01/money-is-a-terrible-way-to-
measure-the-value-of-a-college-major/283290/
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