
 
February 28, 2019 For immediate release 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

FRANCOLAB 2019 INNOVATION LAB 

EDMONTON (February 28, 2019) – As part of the Mois de la Francophonie (Francophonie Month), an Innovation 

Lab (FrancoLab 2019) will be held on March 30 and 31, 2019, at the University of Alberta’s Campus Saint-Jean, in 

Edmonton. 

 

For about 35 hours, 16-to-32-year-old students and recent grads, from Edmonton and other parts of Alberta, will 

come together to participate in a contest to create mobile or web application models providing solutions to various 

challenges faced by the province’s Francophone community. More specifically, the goal is to develop prototypes 

that integrate open data from various fields: culture, health, education, early childhood, tourism and 

entrepreneurship. The young participants will also have access to official languages data provided by the 

Government of Canada and other partners. This event will be a chance to innovate and to meet the needs of the 

Franco-Albertan community while contributing to its vitality. 

 

An innovation fair will be held on the second day, where the young participants will get to present their prototypes 

to a jury, their families and friends, and many special guests. The weekend will end with a closing ceremony. 

 

This contest is organized by the University of Alberta’s Campus Saint-Jean in partnership with the Government of 

Canada and Francophone organizations around the province as well as neighboring provinces, namely Association 

canadienne-française de l'Alberta (ACFA), Regroupement artistique francophone de l'Alberta (RAFA), Francophonie 

jeunesse de l’Alberta (FJA), the Economic Development Council of Alberta (CDEA), the Office of the Commissioner 

of Official Languages, the Government of Alberta (Francophone Secretariat), the Fédération des Conseils scolaires 

francophones de l’Alberta, Conseil jeunesse franco de la Colombie-Britannique, Canadian Parents for French 

(Alberta Branch), Conseil économique et coopératif de la Saskatchewan, Association jeunesse fransaskoise (AJF), 

Réseau Santé albertain, Conseil scolaire FrancoSud and Conseil scolaire Centre Est. 

 

Dr. Pierre-Yves Mocquais, Dean of the Campus Saint-Jean stated that “[TRANSLATION] the Francolab 2019 presents 

a unique opportunity to highlight Francophone talent in the digital world and create a useful product for the entire 

Franco-Albertan community. The Campus Saint-Jean is proud to include this innovation laboratory in its digital 

transformation program.” 

 

“Over the generations, Canadians have kept their official languages and culture alive and well,” said the Honourable 

Mélanie Joly, Minister of Tourism, Official Languages and La Francophonie. “English and French are at the heart of 

our identity and values. Ensuring their vitality is essential and depends on building strong and vibrant communities. 

Projects like FrancoLab contribute to the vitality of these communities and the sustainability of Francophone culture 

and heritage throughout Alberta.” 

 

 

The winning teams will be awarded the following prizes:  
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- 1st place: $7,000  

- 2nd place: $5,000  

- 3rd place: $3,000  

- Fan favourite award (community and youth): $1,500  

- Fan favourite award  (business): $1,500  

- Participation award: $500  

 

 

Francolab 2019 Innovation Lab: 

 

Part 1 – Event (from 7:00 a.m. on Saturday to 1:00 p.m. on Sunday) 

 Presentation of the data and issues at themed booths 

 Development of prototypes by the young participants 

o Including breaks and lively musical performances 

 

Part 2 – Innovation fair and project presentation and assessment (Sunday from 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 

 2 hours allocated to the innovation fair and project assessment 

 30 minutes allocated to jury’s deliberation  

 

Part 3 – Closing ceremony and awarding of prizes (Sunday from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.) 

 Announcement of winners, speeches, musical performance  

 

FrancoLab 2019 website: http://francolab.csj.ualberta.ca/ 

FrancoLab 2019 Facebook Event page: https://www.facebook.com/events/309773233017163/ 

 

 
 

The Campus Saint-Jean, a French-language multidisciplinary academic unit of the University of Alberta, which includes the Faculté Saint-Jean, 

the Centre collégial de l’Alberta and the École de langues, is defined by its commitment to integrate learning, discovery and citizenship. Today, 

approximately 1,000 students, driven by a desire to continue their post-secondary education in French, attend the Campus Saint-Jean and 

study within its college, bachelor and master’s programs. 

 

The University of Alberta respectfully acknowledges that we are located on Treaty 6 territory. 
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