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What is the Ontological Imperative?
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Tom: Critical Software Studies
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These are just a few in 

rotation most 

recently. Tweet me 

your favorites at 

@tomliamlynch 6
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An Example: Social Media Data
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<meta name="keywords" content="language, burke, arts, English, literature, high, school,

literacy, teaching, education" />

<meta name="title" content="My Settings" />

<meta property="og:type" content="website" />

<meta property="og:url"

content="http://englishcompanion.ning.com/profiles/settings/editProfileInfo" />

<meta property="og:title" content="My Settings" />

<link rel="image_src"

href="http://api.ning.com/icons/appatar/2567740?default=2567740&amp;width=90&amp;height=90" />

<script type="text/javascript">

djConfig = { baseScriptUri: 'http://englishcompanion.ning.com/xn/static-6.11.8.1/js/dojo-

0.3.1-ning/', isDebug: false }

ning =

{"CurrentApp":{"premium":true,"iconUrl":"http:\/\/api.ning.com\/icons\/appatar\/2567740?default

=2567740&width=64&height=64","url":"httpenglishcompanion.ning.com","domains":[],"online":true,"

privateSource":true,"id":"englishcompanion","appId":"2567740","description":"A place to ask

questions and get help. A community dedicated to helping you enjoy your work. A cafe without

walls or coffee: just friends.","name":"English Companion

Ning","owner":"lwtxxcx54wj8","createdDate":"2008-12-

03T22:06:24.149Z","runOwnAds":false,"category":{"language":null,"burke":null,"arts":null,"Engli

sh":null,"literature":null,"high":null,"school":null,"literacy":null,"teaching":null,"education

":null},"tags":["language","burke","arts","English","literature","high","school","literacy","te

aching","education"]},"CurrentProfile":{"id":"1k2x8g2u8ssjy","profileUrl":"http:\/\/englishcomp

anion.ning.com\/profile\/TomLiamLynch","location":"New York, New

York","age":37,"gender":"m","fullName":"Tom Liam

Lynch","photoUrl":"http:\/\/api.ning.com:80\/files\/nMhg5WxheD8MYT9WhaVQe8P8kI01KbcZU4SaoyjVk-

2n0CeFWggRWqtqADP6bs9yx8dlTd7Y67CpnA4C0-

0xVYCjYBCi2amo\/728262810.jpeg?xgip=0%3A0%3A441%3A441%3B%3B&crop=1%3A1","country":"US"},"maxFil
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Networked Field Sites
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Review: Ontological Imperative
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Implications for Researchers
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5 Key Questions

1. What digital tools, systems, and services are at play in my study? Who 

created them and why? 

2. What data do these digital tools, systems, and services render? 

3. What hidden limitations might there be to the data rendered via these digital 

tools, systems, and services? 

4. What are the epistemological implications of this ontological analysis?

5. What are the axiological and ethical implications of this ontological analysis? 
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Question 1: What digital tools, systems, 

and services are at play? Who created 

them and why?
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Other Web-based Tools (Over 50 tools)
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Twitter Data Available for Direct Calls

Click here for data: https://dev.twitter.com/overview/api
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https://dev.twitter.com/overview/api


Twitter Data via Web-based Tool
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Question 2: What data do these digital 

tools, systems, and services render?
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Twitter Data via Web-based Tool
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Twitter Data Available for Direct Calls

Click here for data: https://dev.twitter.com/overview/api
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https://dev.twitter.com/overview/api


Question 3: What hidden limitations 

might there be to the data rendered via 

these digital tools, systems, and 

services? 
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Twitter Data via Web-based Tool
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Twitter Data Available for Direct Calls

Click here for data: https://dev.twitter.com/overview/api
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Twitter Data via Direct Call
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Question 4: What are the 

epistemological implications of this 

ontological analysis?
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Twitter Data via Web-based Tool
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Twitter Data via Direct Call
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Question 5: What are the axiological and 

ethical implications of this ontological 

analysis?

36



37



38



39



40



Thank You!

@tomliamlynch @hannahgerber
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