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Part B 

e3 Information 

Please provide the following details related to your Education Abroad Program 

City/Town:  Berlin Country:  Germany 

e3 Program Period: From:  06/01/2016    (mm/dd/yyyy) To: 08/24/2016   (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Choose which components 
of the e3 program you 
participated in 

 Language course only 
 Language + Internship 
 Language + Internship + Academic course 
  Internship + Academic course 
 Language + Academic course  
 Academic course only 

What immigration 
documents (e.g. student 
visa, residence permits etc.) 
are required for your 
program? 

Youth mobility Visa 

What issues (if any) did you 
encounter while obtaining 
these immigration 
documents? 

My insurance had to include one extra day (91 days) than the amount of days I was staying (90 
days) which delayed my visa’s processing time. This information was not included in the Visa 
application content which would have made it faster. I also made the mistake of not mailing an extra 
express post package for my passport to be mailed back in, as that information was not very clear. 
 
 What tips would you give to 

future students regarding 
required immigration 
documents? 

Get your application in as early as you can. Also, check your passport’s expiry date so that it is at least valid 6 
months after the date of your return. If you need to renew it, do so immediately or else your Visa application may 
be cut short. Plus its helpful to have your updated passport number as soon as possible. Also, don’t forget to 
include an extra express package in your application, its expensive! 

 
  

 

Languages 

What was the language(s) 
spoken in the country of 
your program  
Check all that apply 

 English      German    Portuguese    French 

Other __________ 
 
 
 

  Other:       
 Were you able to improve 

your language skills as a 
result of your participation 
on e3? 

No. If I had practiced more before going on my trip, I would have felt more comfortable using German while I 
was abroad. Because I had never spoken German before, other than to my computer screen, I didn’t have much 
confidence speaking it to locals. It would have been nice to have known more of the language when interacting 
or listening to locals. Some of my vocabulary and pronunciation grew because of the trip, but my skills in 
speaking it did not grow very much, which was mostly my fault. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Internship Placement 
(Please only complete this section if you were involved in the internship component of the program 

What technical skills did you 
learn as a result of your e3 
internship placement? 

None specifically, other than another chance at practicing Adobe creative cloud. 
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What soft skills or 
transferable skills (i.e., 
intercultural, 
communication, time 
management) did you learn 
as a result of your e3 
internship placement?  

I learned how to explain research findings and concepts for projects despite language and 
cultural barriers.  
 
 

Describe the working 
atmosphere at your 
internship placement (i.e. 
supervisory style, hours of 
work, type of work 
assigned). 

I worked from 9:00 until 16:00. The routine from week to week was consistent, while flexible. Some days my 
boss had to attend meetings or conferences so I was allowed to choose if I wanted to work in the office or at 
home. My only co-worker was my boss. I expected us to collaborate and work together more, however I felt like 
we both worked independently most of the time, while he gave me feedback when I suggested ideas.  

Do you have any 
recommendations to 
improve or enhance the 
internship experience?  

The main challenge I had with my internship, was that my boss was very used to working independently. He 
appreciated my research, so he could work on other projects. But I often did not feel like I was contributing as 
much work as I would have liked. This would have been different if the internship was longer, because it takes a 
longer time to get to know each other’s work methods. Because it was short, I felt less a part of his actual 
projects, and more like an add on. I would have enjoyed collaborating together and seeing a project come to life, 
but instead I often felt as though we did not see eye to eye, so I never made it past the ideation stage. Again, 
this could have simply been a matter of needing more time, to get to know each other better and reach the later 
stages of projects. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How was your overall academic experience (e.g. field trips, guest lectures, teaching style, class structure and sizes,  assessment) in comparison 
to studying in Alberta?    

It was extremely different than studying in Alberta. Our professor only gave one short lecture and the rest of the time was mainly field trips and 
work time and guest lectures. Looking back, most of my classtime was not spent in the class room, but out in the city whether on tours or 
completing projects on my own or with classmates. The instruction method was to get us to learn by doing, not only through projects but also 
through in-class exercises with classmates.  

What elements of studying abroad did you enjoy the most?   

Being able to explore Berlin deeper from a design point of view, that I otherwise couldn’t have done on my own. For example, going on 
arranged studio tours was really special because I enjoyed seeing and comparing different workplaces as well as seeing specific design 
projects.  

What elements of studying abroad with e3 would you like to see improved? 

I would have learned more if there was greater balance between lectures, trips and projects. It was very heavy on the project work and field trip 
side, and there was not enough instruction. This made it difficult to fulfill project requirements, since I didn’t have a complete understanding of 
what critical design was. 

 

Local Program Coordinator Facilitation 

Please evaluate the activities (e.g. welcome orientation, events, information sessions, academic support) made available to you throughout the 
program? 

Excellent! I really enjoyed our group dinners because I got to meet lots of new people, which was important especially beause I did not know 
anyone in Berlin. It was good to have a base group of people I knew I was a part of. 

Please describe any changes or recommendation to better accommodate student support locally 

I personally connect best with people when I’m in smaller groups (2-4 people) and one-on-one. It was challenging at times to really get to know 
other people in the program since many of them knew each other already and often times the group events were quite large. If there is some 
way of arranging smaller, more regular events perhaps that would help. 
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Housing Information 

What housing options were available to 
students on e3?  

 

Housing arranged (House of Nations) or find your own housing  

 

 

 

What type of housing did you stay in? 

   Student residences (provided by the program) 

 Private housing (arranged by the student)  

 A host family  

 Other:       

 
How satisfied were you with your 
housing choice? 

                  

1 = Not at all 

satisfied  

2 3 4 5 = Very 

satisfied  
 

What should future students be aware of 
when choosing residences? 

 Application process for housing 

 Utilities and furniture 

 Meal plans, cooking facilities 

 Housing rules (e.g. curfew, how 
early can you move in, closure 
during major holidays etc.) 

 Assistance from host institution 
staff (e.g. airport pick-up, 
orientation)  

Be aware of your move in day and plan accordingly. You will likely have to buy some housewares 
after arriving, but since it is only for a short amount of time, try to get by with as little as possible, 
since you likely won’t spend much time in your apartment anyways. Explore the city!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should future students be aware of 
when choosing off-campus housing?  

 Lease agreements, deposits, tenant 
rights 

 Utilities and furniture  

 Location and neighbourhoods 

 Safety and security  

 Type of resources available to look 
for housing (eg: Craigslist) 

Housing in Berlin is extremely high in demand, often times residents are selected objectively. Its 
definitely not impossible to find your own housing, and if you’re good at that kind of thing, go for it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Life 

What would you recommend to future students who are hoping to get involved with local students  (e.g. extra-curricular activities such as student 
groups, intramurals, residence events and activities, volunteering opportunities, etc.)  

Don’t hesitate to get involved in events, plan events invite friends or potential friends to events you are interested in. Facebook is always a 
great start for finding local activities such as festivals. Its also a good tool for inviting and connecting with friends.  

 

 

Health and Safety  

Are there any specific health/safety issues that future students should be made aware of? What precautions can you recommend to mitigate or 
eliminate these issues?  

In the likely case that you might catch a cold, take the time to rest even though its tempting to want to go out and keep busy. Your friends will 
thank you because they won’t catch it from you. Also, note that finding your familiar medicines in a foreign country is next to impossible, so if 
there is a health product you know you will need, bring it with you from home. When it comes to safety, the best you can do is follow your 
judgement. If you’re not used to living in a big city, remember to keep your bags zipped tight, pit pocketing is a real deal.  
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Cultural Adaptation  
What cultural differences (if any) did you find particularly challenging?  

Some cultural differences were obvious and some more subtle. Some obvious differences, in Berlin, most people were not as patient and 
forgiving as Canadians in day to day situations like drivers, cashiers. Generally speaking, striking up conversation, smiling or saying hello to 
strangers is not common. More subtle differences, are things like language, especially if you don’t speak German and aren’t familiar with 
German culture, you will find there are slight differences in how you talk. It certainly depends on the person and their background, but often 
times they are very honest, blunt, direct and they don’t exaggerate or blow things out of proportion.  

 

What parts of your host country’s culture did you most appreciate?  

I really liked the fact that people are honest and blunt. I find, in American culture (which Canadians pick up on too), things such as news events 
are dramatized, and we obsess over making things entertaining. What I appreciated about Germans was their authenticity. They will correct 
you when you say something you don’t mean, or that isn’t fully true.  

 
What are your recommendations for effective communication with the people in your host country?  

Be yourself, but don’t resist change. Germans are just as interested in learning about your culture as you are about theirs. You can still be respectful of another country’s culture, while not abandoning your own. To 
communicate effectively, don’t shy away from speaking the way that you’re used to. Through trial and error, you will find certain phrases and words, or even tones, that people do or do not respond to as well. It all 
depends on the person, so there are no rights or wrongs. Communication is purely something you learn from experience, so you just have to try. If you feel as though you’re not seeing eye to eye on something, be 
open about it. I found, in instances where I did not understand someone or they did not understand me, it helped to outwardly point out, “That’s okay, I think there is probably a cultural and language barrier here”.  

 
Costs and Budgeting  
Please describe your basic costs in Canadian dollars. This will help future exchange/summer program students plan their own budgets.  

Airfare to host country $ 1500 Brief Description         

Visa fees   $ 200 Brief Description        

Books/term  $ 10 Brief Description       

Accommodation/month  $ 900 Brief Description       

Meals/month $ 200 Brief Description       

Health insurance/month $ 0 Brief Description       

Local transportation/month $ 85 Brief Description       

Personal spending/month $ 150 Brief Description       

Communications/month 
(e.g. phone) 

$ 20 Brief Description       

Other travel $ 300 Brief Description       

What unexpected costs did 
you encounter?  

School supplies for projects 

 
Funding your International Experience  

Please indicate how you 
financed your program. This 
will help future students plan 
their own budgets.  Check all 
that apply.  

 

 

 Scholarships from UAlberta  

 Scholarships from Host Institution  

 Student loans 

 Family contributions 

 

 

 Personal savings  

 Employment while in host country   

 Other:       
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Final Thoughts  
What were the highlights e3?   

My highlight was making lasting friends with locals. 

Would you recommend e3 to other students? Why or why not?   

Absolutely. It’s a chance to learn, not only about another culture and your topic of study, but to grow as a person. It’s a great way to study abroad especially if its your first 
time and it opens doors for traveling in the future.   

Please provide any final information/tips for students interested in e3 that you would like to share.  

 

 

Thank You  for Completing the Report   

Thank you for taking the time to share your experience. Your opinion is important to us and will help enhance the programs and services for 
students working abroad.  

To submit this report, please email the form to goabroad@ualberta.ca. 
 

 
Protection of Privacy - The personal information requested on this form is collected under the authority of Section 33 (c) of the Alberta Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and will be protected under Part 2 of that Act. It will be used for the purpose of managing the consent 

for disclosure of personal information process. Part B will be made available on the Education Abroad Program website to help future students 
learn more about the study abroad process and the program you chose. The Education Abroad Program will preserve your anonymity by 
keeping your name, student ID and any personal details separate.  
 
Please direct any questions about this collection to: 
University of Alberta International 
142 Telus Centre 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T6G 2R1 
(780) 492-2692 
goabroad@ualberta.ca  
 

 

  By checking this box, I grant the Education Abroad Program permission to publish Part B of this report and place it in the Education Abroad 

website (www.goabroad.ualberta.ca) to assist students conducting research on Education Abroad Programs. 
 

 
Full Name 
 

 
Date (mm/dd/yy): 08/31/2016 
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