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Whether a health professional is a doctor, a nurse, a social worker, or other 
provider, we have an ethical responsibility to practice with a caring regard for 
the experiences of others—our patients and colleagues. At the John Dossetor 
Health Ethics Centre, we recognize that fundamental to ethics is a concern for 

whom or what is other to ourselves. We embrace activities that promote ethical 
understanding and lead to critical reflection on matters of moral concern in the 

practice and delivery of health care. 
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Vision, Mission, Values 
 

Our Vision 

To build dialogue, reflection, and understanding surrounding contemporary issues of health ethics 

within and beyond the University of Alberta.  

 

 

Our Mission 

To promote ethical engagement, mutual respect, and critical reflection on matters of moral concern in 

health care. We aim for excellence in four interdependent domains of activity: interdisciplinary 

scholarship, clinical ethics, health policy consultation, and professional and public health ethics 

education. Compassion and social justice are cross-cutting themes in all that we do. 

 

 

Our Values 

We embrace the interdisciplinary values of the Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry, the Faculty of Nursing, 

the Faculty of Rehabilitation Medicine, and those engaged in health ethics scholarship. 
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History 
 
The John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre has a 

rich history rooted in interdisciplinary 

collaboration in ethics education, research, and 

clinical service. 

 

The Centre was founded in 1985 by the 

pioneering physician and bioethicist John 

Beamish Dossetor. As a member of the Faculty 

of Medicine & Dentistry, Dossetor led an 

informal Innominate Committee composed of 

individuals from nursing (Janet Storch, Donna 

Smith), medicine (David Schiff), chaplaincy 

(Doug Cossor, Cullene Bryant), law (Ellen Picard, 

Margaret Shone), and philosophy (Glenn 

Griener). This group met regularly to discuss 

challenging clinical cases that exposed the 

ethics of decision-making. Over time, these 

meetings spurred planning for a health ethics 

centre. The Joint Faculties Bioethics Project was 

launched with the encouragement and support 

from the Presidents of the University of Alberta, 

the University Hospitals, the Deans of the 

health faculties, and the Medical Research 

Council of Canada in June 1986. 

 

Over the subsequent years, the Joint Faculties 

Bioethics Project supported interdisciplinary 

ethics scholarship in education, research, and 

clinical service. For example, from the 

cooperation of John Dossetor in medicine, 

Glenn Griener in philosophy, and Tom Dailey in 

theology, a clinical ethics curriculum was 

developed in concert with clinical experts in 

various medical specialties. A collaborative 

conference with the Hastings Center bioethics 

research institute in 1989 was another highlight 

from these early years. 

 

In 1990, bioethics was given official status with 

the creation of the Division of Bioethics. The 

Division and the Joint Faculties Bioethics Project 

comprised the Bioethics Centre. In January 

1998, in recognition of his outstanding 

contributions to health ethics, the Centre was 

renamed The John Dossetor Health Ethics 

Centre. The change to “health ethics” from 

“bioethics” indicated a broader focus on ethics 

across health domains than the more 

specialized, technical focus of bioethics. 

 

Vangie Bergum, Faculty of Nursing, is a key 

figure in the history of the Dossetor Centre. Her 

research situated ethics within human 

relationships. She explored the experience of 

mothering, which led to two books: Woman to 

Mother. A Transformation (1989), and A Child 

on Her Mind. The Experience of Becoming a 

Mother (1997). Her exploration of relational 

ethics supported an interdisciplinary research 

project resulting in the 2005 book Relational 

Ethics. The Full Meaning of Respect (coauthored 

with Dossetor).  

 

Paul Byrne, from the Faculty of Medicine & 

Dentistry, has supported the Centre throughout 

his career at the University of Alberta in clinical 

ethics; education of students in medicine, 

nursing, and other health science disciplines; 

and research projects on such topics as ethical 

decision making in perinatal medicine. 
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Wendy Austin, from the Faculty of Nursing, 

explored core elements of relational ethics and 

their application in healthcare environments. 

Her research programs’ aims included 

identifying and exploring relational ethics issues 

in mental health, developing a relational ethics 

perspective on research ethics, exploring ways 

to prepare healthcare practitioners and 

researchers for ethical practice, and advancing 

the theoretical basis of relational ethics. Other 

key individuals from nursing include Janet Kerr, 

Donna Smith, and Jeanne Vanderzalm. 

 

Dick Sobsey, Educational Psychology, worked to 

improve healthcare, educational opportunities, 

and social conditions for people with disabilities 

and their families. He studied the changes in 

families that occur as a result of having a child 

with a significant disability, focusing on positive 

changes. And he explored ethical and human 

rights issues, particularly as they are related to 

people with disabilities. 

 

Gary Goldsand, Brendan Leier, and other clinical 

ethicists have supported the development of 

ethics education, public engagement, and other 

centre activities. The Dossetor Centre is 

essentially linked to clinical ethics service 

delivery as members develop scholarship in 

ethics to clinical practice. 

 

The Dossetor Centre would not have survived 

without the commitment and work of 

administrative leads such as Carol Nahorniak, 

who has managed the Centre for decades. 

 

The John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre came 

under the aegis of the Coordinating Council of 

Health Sciences (renamed Health Sciences 

Council in 2001) until it moved under the 

Faculty of Medicine in 2010. Throughout its 

history, the Centre has benefited from 

interdisciplinary collaboration, including but not 

limited to, Nursing, Medicine, Rehabilitation 

Medicine, Law, Philosophy, and Spiritual Care 

through its history. The John Dossetor Health 

Ethics Centre (is the only interdisciplinary, 

academic ethics centre in Alberta, and one of 

the first in Canada.

 
  Directors of the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre (JDHEC) 

 
John Dossetor  1986 - 1998 Director, Joint-Faculties Bioethics Project (1986), Division  
     of Biomedical Ethics (1990), and Bioethics Centre (1995),  
     First Chair in Bioethics, University of Alberta (1996 - 1998) 
 
Vangie Bergum  1997 - 2002 Co-Director, JDHEC (1997 - 1999), Director, JDHEC (1999 - 2002) 
 
Paul Byrne   1997 - 2016 Co-Director, JDHEC (1997 - 1999), Interim Director, JDHEC (2002 - 
      2006, 2010 - 2016) 
 
Dick Sobsey   2006 - 2010 Director, JDHEC 
 
Gary Goldsand   2016 - 2019 Director, JDHEC 
 
Michael van Manen 2020 -  Director, JDHEC   
 
 
 

 

 



John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre    | 7 

Members 
 

The John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre benefits from an interdisciplinary core faculty that steers and 

supports the Centre’s mandate. These individuals contribute their energy, time, and expertise to 

promoting activities within and beyond the University of Alberta that lead to ethical engagement, 

mutual respect, and critical reflection on matters of moral concern in health care. While each has their 

domains of expertise in health ethics, it is their combined efforts that support the Centre. 

 

 
Michael van Manen, MD, PhD, FRCPC(Peds,NICU,CIP) 

Director, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

Endowed Chair in Health Ethics 

 

Michael is the Director of the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre and an 

Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatrics.  He also has a clinical 

practice as a physician in neonatal-perinatal medicine with the Stollery 

Children’s Hospital. His research is primarily concerned with relational 

ethics, situated within the tradition of phenomenology. Michael is 

considered an international expert in qualitative health research. His 

research projects relate to ethical decision-making, the experiential life of the fetus/newborn, the use of 

medical technologies in clinical encounters, and patient-family experiences of hospital care. 

 

 

Carol Nahorniak, BSc 

Administrator, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

 

Carol is the Administrator for the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre, 

managing the Dossetor Centre's operations, business, and overall 

community outreach marketing. She is responsible for the Centre's 

financial, administrative, and human resource management. Carol is 

Assistant Editor for the newsletter, Health Ethics Today, responsible for the 

Centre's website management, coordination of the annual Health Ethics 

Seminar series, and planning and organizing symposia and workshops. She 

also provides administrative support for the University of Alberta Hospitals’ Clinical Ethics Committee.  
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Wendy Austin, PhD 

Core Member, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

Professor Emeritus, Faculty of Nursing 

 

A Professor Emeritus with Nursing and the John Dossetor Health Ethics 

Centre, Wendy’s approach to health ethics is that of relational ethics. She 

held a Canada Research Chair in Relational Ethics in Health Care from 2003 

to 2013 and takes an interdisciplinary approach to studying ethical issues in 

health care, including from a global perspective. Dissemination of research 

includes in book form (Lying Down in the Ever-Falling Snow) and through 

film (Just Keep Breathing re: moral distress of PICU staff). Recent teaching includes interdisciplinary 

graduate courses, Healthcare Ethics and Research Ethics. Her clinical expertise is in mental health 

nursing; she is an editor of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing for Canadian Practice; its 5th edition 

coming in 2022. She has served on The Canadian Nurses Association’s Ethics Committee.  

 

 

Tracey Bailey, BA, LLB, QC 

Core Member, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

Associate Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry 

 

Tracey has 30 years’ experience in providing legal, legislative, policy, and 

ethics advice on a wide range of issues in health law.  She has worked in 

both public and private practice settings, including as Corporate Counsel for 

Alberta Health, and General Counsel Health Law for Alberta Justice and 

Solicitor General. She also served in an academic position for close to a 

decade as Executive Director of the Health Law Institute at the University of 

Alberta where she conducted a wide range of legal and law reform projects, working locally, provincially, 

nationally and internationally on a broad range of issues in health law; edited a peer-reviewed 

publication; taught extensively in the health professional faculties and the law faculty; published on a 

wide range of topics; conducted media interviews; organized national health law conferences; and 

provided outreach education for the public and others. In addition to her current work with the 

Dossetor Health Ethics Centre, she is Associate Counsel with Miller Thomson LLP where she advises 

health system and health professional clients. 
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Heidi Janz, PhD 
Core Member, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

Assistant Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry 

 

Heidi specializes in Disability Ethics. She is currently the Chair of the Council 

of Canadians with Disabilities, Ending-of-Life Ethics Committee, and serves 

on the federal government minister’s Disability Advisory Group.  In her 

“other life,” she is a writer/playwright and filmmaker. Her creative work 

focusses on making the experiences of people with disabilities accessible to 

audiences made up of both people with disabilities and people who are 

temporarily able-bodied.  

  

 

Doris Kieser, PhD 

Core Member, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

Associate Professor, St. Joseph’s College 

 

Doris is an Associate Professor of Theology at St. Joseph’s College, the 

Catholic College. Doris teaches ethics and theology in the areas of 

bioethics, sexuality, death & dying, the body, and women & spirituality. She 

is also a counselling therapist who maintains a small practice in Edmonton, 

working with adolescent girls, adult women and men, and couples. Her 

research and writing includes elements of both theology and psychology, 

moral and ethical decision-making, and human flourishing. All of her work reflects a particular 

commitment to social justice and the wellbeing of females. 

 

Diane Kunyk, PhD 
Core Member, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

Vice Dean & Professor, Faculty of Nursing 

 

Diane is a Professor and Vice Dean with the Faculty of Nursing, Adjunct 

Professor with the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre, University of 

Alberta. Her program of research focuses on enhancing the ethical capacity 

of health and organizational policies as these relate to the wellbeing of 

populations. The methods she employs in this research include qualitative, 

quantitative and knowledge synthesis, and much of this work has been 

with interdisciplinary research teams. 
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Brendan Leier, PhD 
Core Member, John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 

Clinical Ethicist, Northern Zone, Alberta Health Services 

Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry 

 

Brendan earned his doctorate from the Department of Philosophy, 

University of Alberta, in 2002. He is currently the Clinical Ethicist at the 

University of Alberta and Stollery Children’s Hospitals and Mazankowski 

Alberta Heart Institute. He is a Clinical Assistant Professor with the John 

Dossetor Health Ethics Centre. Brendan is presently doing research on the 

topics of pediatric best interest, moral distress, end-of-life decision-making, transplant ethics, ethics of 

medical technology, compassion in the practice of medicine, risk and decision-making. 

 

 
Adjunct Members 
 
Adjunct members of the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre comprise a network of practitioners, 

researchers, and other individuals undertaking and supporting health ethics scholarship. These members 

make themselves consistently available to support Dossetor activities. 

 

Ari Joffe, MD, FRCPC 
Clinical Professor, Department of Pediatrics 

Division of Pediatric Critical Care, University of Alberta 

 

Ari is a Clinical Professor in the Department of Pediatrics. He is an attending 

physician in Pediatric Critical Care Medicine. He has interests in animal 

ethics [e.g., is it morally permissible to perform harmful animal research? 

(no)], and the definition of death [e.g., is brain death the state of death of 

the human organism? (no), and is the donation after circulatory death 

donor dead when organ removal starts? (no)].  His other research interests 

are in long-term outcomes in children having complex interventions in the pediatric intensive care unit, 

focusing on potentially modifiable acute care variables that may lead to improved decision making and 

outcomes. He has published broadly on these topics and others. 

 

 



John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre    | 11 

Austin Mardon, PhD, CM, FRSC 
Assistant Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry 

 

Austin’s work in ethics focuses on mental illness, faith, homeless, 

medication, and income support. He has provided leadership as a member 

of the board of directors of both the Edmonton and Alberta chapters of the 

Schizophrenia Society, and for a number of years he was coordinator of the 

Alberta Mental Health Self-Help Network. Austin has received numerous 

awards including, the Flag of Hope Award (2001), the Order of Canada 

(2007), the Bill Jefferies Family Award of the Schizophrenia Society of 

Canada (2007), the C.M. Hincks Award from the national division of the Canadian Mental Health 

Association (2007), and the Medal of Honour of the Alberta Medical Association (2010). 

 

Charl Els, MBChB, FCPsych, MMedPsych, DipABAM, MROCC, DESS, ACBOM 

Clinical Professor, Department of Psychiatry 

Clinical Professor, Department of Internal Medicine 

 

Charl is a fellowship-trained Psychiatrist, Addiction Specialist, and 

Occupational Physician. Els serves as a Clinical Professor at both the 

Department of Psychiatry and the Department of Medicine at the 

University of Alberta. He co-authored several of the clinical practice 

guidelines of the American College of Occupational and Environmental 

Medicine, as well as for the Railway Association of Canada, and served on 

the Board of Directors for the Occupational and Environmental Medical Association of Canada. Finally, 

Els serves on the Advisory Board of Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting (DAFOH), the 2019 

recipient of the Mother Teresa Memorial Award for Social Justice. 

 

Catherine Mardon, DCSS, JD 

Assistant Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry 

 

Catherine is a retired attorney whose former practice included 

representing the homeless, the disabled, and those with mental illnesses. 

She is an author of 36 books which have been translated into over a dozen 

languages.  She has over 30 years’ experience in board governance.  She 

currently serves as a special advisor to the Glenrose Hospital and on their 

Medical Ethics Board. Her advocacy on behalf of those with mental 

illnesses and disabilities was recognized by, the Lieutenant Governor’s 

Circle on Mental Health and Addiction’s True Grit Award in 2016, the Sovereign’s Medal in 2018, and 

was invested as a Dame Commander of the Order of St. Sylvester in 2017, a Papal Knighthood.   
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Cheryl Mack, MD 

Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics 

 

Cheryl is an anesthesiologist/pediatric palliative care doctor at the Stollery 

Children’s Hospital. She is chair of the clinical ethics committee for the 

Walter C. Mackenzie Health Sciences Centre, Stollery Children’s Hospital, 

Mazankowski Alberta Heart Institute, and Kaye Edmonton Clinic; and the 

chair of the Canadian Anesthesiologists’ Society Ethics Committee. She is 

also the ethics and palliative care lead for the Office of Global Surgery, 

Department of Surgery at the University of Alberta. She is a team leader 

and game developer for Doctors Against Tragedies. Her interests include clinical bioethics, perioperative 

palliative care, administrative and professional ethics, international healthcare development, and 

wellness. 

 

Daniel Garros, MD FRCPC 

Clinical Professor, Department of Pediatrics 

Division of Pediatric Critical Care, University of Alberta 

 

Daniel has been a staff pediatric intensivist for more than 25 years at the 

Stollery Children’s hospital; he is responsible for the PICU data base and co-

leads the Quality & Safety council. His research interests are moral distress, 

end-of-life care, supporting health care professionals, and palliative care. 

He has volunteered around South America helping to support pediatric 

cardiac surgery programs. Daniel is a member of the University of Alberta 

bioethics committee since 2018. His background includes Bioethics at Georgetown University and 

Critical Incident Stress Management and Quality and Safety in Health Care training at University of 

Calgary. 

 

Derrek Truscott, PhD, RPsych 
Professor, Faculty of Education 

 

Derek Truscott is a Professor, Director of Counselling Training in the 

Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta, and a Registered 

Psychologist. He is the author of three books, Ethics for the Practice of 

Psychology in Canada, Ethics and Law for Teachers, and Becoming an 

Effective Psychotherapist, as well as many book chapters, articles, and 

conference presentations on the topic of being a good—that is, ethical and 

effective—psychologist. He has practiced, researched, taught, lectured, 

and written about professional psychology for over thirty-five years. 
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Eric Waselynko, MD, MSc, CCFP(PC), MHSc(bioethics) 

Clinical Associate Professor, Division of Palliative Medicine, Department of 

Oncology, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary 

 

Eric is a palliative care physician and a clinical ethicist.  He is Medical 

Director, Health System Ethics and Policy with the Health Quality Council 

of Alberta.  Eric chairs the Public Health Ethics Consultative Group for the 

Public Health Agency of Canada.  He advises or sits on committees with 

many health agencies and lectures extensively provincially, nationally and 

internationally, primarily on ethics subjects involving end of life care. He 

co-created Alberta’s novel Goals of Care Designation, adopted throughout the health system, and co-led 

the creation of a community-owned, non-profit, free-standing rural hospice in southern Alberta.  Eric 

helped revise the CMA’s Code of Ethics and the Alberta Pharmacists’ Code of Ethics. 

 

Gary Frank, BA, BEd, RN 

Nurse Consultant, Royal Alexandra Hospital 

 

Gary has been a nurse consultant and palliative care resource nurse at the 

Royal Alexandra Hospital for the past two years. Prior to that he held a 

similar position at the University of Alberta Hospital for 15 years after 

having worked as a hospice manager, community palliative care 

consultant, bedside nurse, psychiatric nurse, and Special Education teacher 

over the first 20 years of his career. He was a member of the Clinical Ethics 

Committee while at University of Alberta Hospital and is currently a 

member of the Royal Alexandra Hospital Clinical Ethics Committee. 

 

Gary Goldsand, BA, MA 

Clinical Ethicist, Regina and Integrated Rural Health Saskatchewan Health 

Authority 
 

Gary Goldsand is a Clinical Ethicist in Regina and Integrated Rural Health 

Saskatchewan Health Authority, and an Assistant Clinical Professor in the 

Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry and the John Dossetor Health Ethics 

Centre. He was the previous director of the Dossetor Health Ethics Centre. 

Areas of interest include ethics education and clinical ethics. 
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Katherine Duthie, PhD 

Clinical Ethicist, Northern Zone, Alberta Health Services 

 

Katherine is a Clinical Ethicist with Alberta Health Services, providing 

frontline clinical ethics consultation at the Royal Alexandra Hospital, as well 

as provincial level-support on various projects and initiatives.  She also 

provides consultant health ethics services to various organizations across 

Canada with a special focus on ethics analyses for health technology 

assessment. Katherine was the advising ethicist on the British Columbia 

Health Technology Assessment Committee, and provides ethics support for 

the Cancer Committee for the Health Research Ethics Boards of Alberta. 

 

Kunimasa Suzuki, PhD 

Manager, Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Core Facility, Alberta 

Diabetes Institute 

 

Kunimasa (Kuni), Manager Molecular Biology and Biochemistry core 

facility, Alberta Diabetes Institute, has extensive experience working on 

basic and medical sciences research. Kuni's main areas of expertise are 

protein chemistry, molecular biology, endocrinology and immunology. 

Currently, Kuni is also a research associate in two research laboratories in 

the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, carrying out diabetes and contact 

dermatitis research. Based on his expertise and experience, Kuni acts as a bridge between health ethics 

researchers and life science researchers to provide insights of the constantly emerging novel medical 

therapies and treatments. 

 

Peter Brindley, MD, FRCPC, FRCP (Edin), FRCP (Lond) 

Professor, Division of Critical Care Medicine 

 

Peter is first and foremost a critical care physician. His interests and 

publications centre on various aspects of resuscitation, including the 

importance of crisis management and human factors, the use of 

simulation, and practical insights that improve teamwork during acute 

care. Peter is a founding member of the Canadian Resuscitation Institute 

and its vice-chair. He is Western Canada’s representative for the Royal 

College of Edinburgh, and North American Ambassador for Continuous 

Medical Education. He was first visiting scholar for the Intensive Care Society of the UK. He is secretary 

of the Canadian Critical Care Society. 
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Rose M. Carter, QC 

Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry 

 

Rose brings more than 30 years' experience in the health law field. She 

assists various medical practitioners as well as scientific professionals, 

navigate the regulatory requirements of private and public practice. Rose 

has appeared before all levels of courts in Alberta, as well as before various 

administrative law tribunals. To complement her law practice, Rose 

devotes substantial time as an active and valuable member of the legal and 

medical community. She also serves the medical communities across 

Canada as an executive member of the Medical Council of Canada, Chair of its Appeals Committee, and 

as Vice Chair of its Finance Committee. She is also a council member of the Royal College of Physicians 

and Surgeons of Canada. 

 

Victoria Seavilleklein, PhD 

Clinical Ethicist, Northern Zone, Alberta Health Services 

 

Victoria is a Clinical Ethicist with Alberta Health Services, with the primary 

responsibility of serving the Central Zone. Her role includes ethics 

consultation, education, policy review, and support for organizational 

initiatives. Victoria holds a Ph.D. in Philosophy, specializing in Bioethics, 

from Dalhousie University, an M.A. in Philosophy from the University of 

Calgary, and a B.A. in Philosophy from the University of Victoria. She is a 

Clinical Lecturer with the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre at the 

University of Alberta and a regular guest lecturer at Red Deer College. Victoria is currently the elected 

Membership Officer on the Canadian Bioethics Society Executive. 
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Clinical Service 
 
Ethics are fundamental to the clinical delivery of 

health care. At times, we recognize ethics when 

health care professionals or their patient-

families are faced with difficult choices in the 

course of treatment. Other times, it is situations 

of uncertainty that necessitate the services of 

clinical ethics. 

 

The John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre directly 

supports the delivery of clinical ethics to the 

University of Alberta Hospital, including 

specifically the Mazankowski Heart Institute, 

Stollery Children’s Hospital, Walter McKenzie 

Health Sciences Centre, and Edmonton Clinic. 

Clinical ethics consultation is provided by a 

clinical ethicist, Brendan Leir, who is supported 

by a Clinical Ethics Committee, chaired by Dr. 

Cheryl Mack. On average, the Clinical Ethicist 

receives 7 to 8 detailed ethics consultations per 

month, in addition to many (100+) telephone 

and “corridor” consultations. Through 

the clinical service, the John Dossetor 

Health Ethics Centre has created a 

partnership with Alberta Health Services 

for an ethical delivery of health care in 

the community. 

 

The Clinical Ethics Service helps patients, 

families, and health care providers 

address such questions as: What is the 

right thing to do? How should a decision 

be made? Does a reasonable 

compromise?  In addressing these 

questions, the clinical ethics service aims 

for compassion, accountability, respect, 

excellence, and safety. 

Ethics consultations can be requested by 

patients, families, or any member of the health 

care teams. Consultations can be simple 

conversations, guided discussions with teams, 

assistance with decision-making, or shared 

analysis of complex situations and ethical 

issues. 

 

The Clinical Ethics Service does not make 

decisions or replace appropriate decision-

makers. Rather, it may make recommendations 

or facilitate balanced, objective discussion of 

the situation at hand. 

 

The John Dossetor Ethics Centre uses themes 

identified from clinical ethics to serve its 

mandates of education, engagement, and 

scholarship. 

 



Consultation Themes 

 

 

 

Capacity / Consent / Informed 
Decision-making

30%

Challenging Patient / 
Family Behaviours

10%

Complex Discharge / 
Transfer / Placement

10%

Living at Risk / Unsafe 
Behaviours

8%

Medical Assistance 
in Dying

2%

Policy / Process / 
Organizational Issues

4%

Professional Ethics
2%

Resource Allocation
2%

Withholding / Withdrawing / 
Refusing Interventions

32%

Capacity / Consent / Informed Decision-making

Challenging Patient / Family Behaviours

Complex Discharge / Transfer / Placement

Living at Risk / Unsafe Behaviours

Medical Assistance in Dying

Policy / Process / Organizational Issues

Professional Ethics

Resource Allocation

Withholding / Withdrawing / Refusing Interventions
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Education 
 
The John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre supports ethics education within and beyond the Faculty of 

Medicine and Dentistry. 

 

Classroom-based Ethics Teaching 

Undergraduate Health Ethics Seminar Teaching This Dossetor Centre offers instructional academic 

sessions on medical ethics teaching. These days are directly related to ethics content requirements for 

accreditation in the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry. Members of the Dossetor Centre also support 

ethics education in Nursing and other disciplines at the University of Alberta and St. Joseph’s College. 

 

Postgraduate Health Ethics Seminar Teaching This Dossetor Centre offers instructional academic half-

days sessions for residency and subspecialty residency programs. These sessions are focused to the 

needs of the residents. This also includes an annual 2-week health ethics course to internal medicine 

residents. 

 

Graduate Courses in Health Ethics In collaboration with the Faculty of Nursing, the Dossetor Centre 

offers two semester courses in health ethics on a biannual basis: Healthcare Ethics (INT D 570) is an 

interdisciplinary course exploring selected topics in bioethics. Includes examination of ethical theories 

and principles within the context of clinical practice (nursing, medicine, rehabilitation medicine, 

dentistry, pharmacy) and learning experiences to improve moral reasoning and ethical decision making. 

Research Ethics (INT D 670) examines the ethical issues which arise in research involving human 

subjects. Research methods studied may include clinical trials, surveys, secondary analysis of stored 

data, and the observation of public behavior. Problems encountered in studying particular populations, 

such as children or persons with dementia, will also be studied. 

 

Clinical Ethics Teaching 
Undergraduate Health Ethics Electives The Dossetor Centre Health Ethics Electives are the only 

undergraduate health ethics elective offered in all of Canada. The options range from: a reading course 

accompanied by discussions of the ethics issues in the literature (e.g., issues in reproductive ethics, 

geriatrics, neonatal problems, or human experimentation); direct experience of a specific practical 

problem in health care ethics by first-hand exposure; or, a combination of these. Students normally 

focus their conclusions by writing a position paper in the last week of the elective.  

 

Postgraduate Health Ethics Electives The Dossetor Centre offers ethics electives to residents and 

subspecialty residents. Interested graduate students may also partake in health ethics electives. 
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Dossetor-Associated Graduate Students 
 
Janine Chesworth, MA 
Graduate Studies, Department of Educational Psychology 

 

Janine Chesworth is a pediatric Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP). Her 

early education classroom experience has included both co-teaching and 

consulting in addition to clinical education at the University of Alberta. She 

also has special interests in Developmental Trauma and motor speech 

disorders including Childhood Apraxia of Speech, Oral Myofunctional 

disorders and Developmental Dysarthria. Since 2013, Janine has provided 

early-learning SLP to Indigenous communities both on and off reserve. It is 

within these settings that Janine was inspired to pursue the work of researching relational ethics within 

professional SLP practice. She is currently a doctoral student in Special Education in the Department of 

Educational Psychology at the University of Alberta. Through the human science lens of phenomenology, 

her proposed study seeks to better understand the lived experiences of Indigenous children and their 

families receiving SLP care. 

 

 

Gillian Lemermeyer, RN, MN, PhD(c) 
Graduate Studies, Faculty of Nursing 

 

Gillian Lemermeyer is a doctoral candidate and Killam Scholar in the Faculty 

of Nursing at the University of Alberta. Gillian has a clinical nursing 

background in neonatal intensive care, organ donation and family 

bereavement care. Policy and practice experience includes professional 

regulation and nursing jurisprudence. Her research is concerned with the 

relational ethics of healthcare practice. Her doctoral dissertation uses a 

phenomenological method to explore the NICU nurse’s experience of 

encountering babies through touch. Past research projects have focused on the relationship between 

parents and healthcare practitioners in the NICU and family care during the process of considering organ 

donation. 

 

From: Janine Chesworth janine.chesworth@gmail.com

Subject: head shot

Date: May 4, 2020 at 10:19 PM

To: Janine Chesworth cheswort@ualberta.ca
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Michelle Gagnon, RN, MN 

Graduate Studies, Faculty of Nursing 

 

Michelle Gagnon is a Registered Nurse who graduated from the Bilingual 

Nursing Program at the University of Alberta in 2012. With a background in 

emergency and adult intensive care, she has worked with patients of 

varying acuities, often including those who are critically ill, unstable, and 

have complex medical needs. It was during this time that she witnessed the 

moral complexities involved in this bedside care and was encouraged to 

learn more on the topic of moral distress and relational ethics through 

graduate school. Her research seeks to understand the moral distress experiences of pediatric intensive 

care unit nurses related to the death and dying of child patients. 

 

 

Sadie Deschenes, RN, MN 
Graduate Studies, Faculty of Nursing 

 

Sadie Deschenes, RN, MN, is a doctoral student in the Faculty of Nursing, at 

the University of Alberta. Sadie’s doctoral research focuses on developing 

an intervention to mitigate the negative effects of moral distress. She also 

has a particular interest in relational ethics and this ethic will help guide her 

doctoral research. Sadie is currently the co-director of Mentor-Us, a 

student-led mentorship program for graduate nursing students at the 

University of Alberta. 

 

 

Stewart MacLennan, RN, MN 
Graduate Studies, Faculty of Nursing 

 

Stewart MacLennan is a Nurse Practitioner in correctional health, associate 

teaching professor at UofA Faculty of Nursing, and currently completing his 

PhD in Nursing focusing on relational ethics and pain experiences of people 

who are incarcerated. Specifically, Stewart is interested in better 

understanding the subjective experiences of physical pain during periods of 

incarceration as a means to develop relevant and ethically sound practice 

guidance to improve pain management practices within correctional settings 

. 
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Engagement 
 
For the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre, engagement expresses supporting community spaces for 

discussion and reflection on past, contemporary, and anticipated health ethics issues. The Centre hosts 

supports such activities to include practicing and in-training physicians, nurses, social workers, and other 

frontline healthcare professionals as well as public stakeholders. 

 

Health Ethics Seminars These events focus on emerging issues in healthcare. The speakers are usually 

affiliated with various healthcare disciplines, programs, and institutions, and have special expertise, 

practice, and/or academic knowledge about specific ethical issues. In the context of COVID19, all 

seminars were offered virtually for the 2020 to 2021 academic year.  

 

September 10 COVID-19: Rethinking the Lockdown Groupthink 

 

 

Ari Joffe 

September 24 Alberta’s Bill 30 and the Public-Private Mix 

of Health Care Delivery 

 

 

Tracey Bailey 

October 22 Duty to Accommodate: The Ethical Imperative for 

a Human Rights-based Approach to COVID-19 

 

Heidi Janz 

November 5 Telemedicine: Ethical and Practice Issues for 

Confidentiality of Patient Information 

 

Rose Carter 

November 19 Restricted Visiting in Care Settings 

During COVID-19 

 

Eric Wasylenko 

January 14 Special Issues for the Seriously Mentally Ill 

During Pandemic Recovery 

 

Austin Mardon and 

Catherine Mardon 

January 28 Self-care for Caregivers 

 

 

Doris Kieser 

February 11 Health Ethics and Dialogue: Can We Agree? 

 

 

Gary Frank 
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February 25 Should Clinicians be Allowed to Refuse Having 

their Image or Voice Recorded by 

Patients or Families? 

Brendan Leier 

March 11 The Opioid Crisis: What is the Role of Ethics? 

 

 

Charl Els 

March 25 Never Again? Revisiting Racial Discrimination 

through a Post-Holocaust Lens 

 

Gary Goldsand 

April 8 Caring in a Time of Contagion: The Silent Danger 

of Compassion Fatigue 

 

Wendy Austin 

April 22 Recommendations for Navigating Moral Distress: 

the Results of a Scoping Review 

 

Sadie Deschenes 

May 6 The Ethics of Safe Supply: Opioids and Harm 

Reduction 

 

Katherine Duthie 

June 3 

 

 

Surviving and Thriving Now That We Are All 

“Coronials”: A 12-step Program for Medical 

Culture Change 

Peter Brindley 

June 17 

 

 

Ethical Complexities on Neurological 

Determination of Death 

Jim Kutsogiannis 
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Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Symposium In collaboration with the Faculty of Medicine 

office of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI), the Dossetor Centre was proud to support a longitudinal 

seminar series exploring themes related to health ethics and EDI. In the context of COVID19, all seminars 

were offered virtually for the 2020 to 2021 academic year. 

 

October 8 Indigenization, Reconciliation, and 

Decolonization in Science 

 

Kim Tallbear 

November 12 Social Determinants of Health and Racism: 

Health Disparities of Immigrant Children 

 

Bukola (Oladunni) Salami and 

Bonnie Islam 

December 10 Thoughts and Lessons on Anti-Racist Praxis in 

Diverse Professions and Organizations 

 

Yasmeen Abu-Laban 

January 7 Fighting for a Hand to Hold: Confronting 

Medical Colonialism Against 

Indigenous Children in Canada 

Samir Shaheen-Hussain and 

Teyohá:te Brant 

February 18 Listening to Communities—A Grassroots 

Approach to Addressing Intimate Partner 

Violence in Migrant Communities 

Philomina Okeke-Ihejirika 

April 15 (In)Tolerance & Pain: Brown Skin, White Coats, 

and Microagressions 

 

Onyenyechukwu Nnorom 

May 27 Anti-Indigenous Racism in Health Systems 

 

 

Wayne Clark 

June 24 Trauma-Informed Care in Medical Education 

and Clinical Practice: Creating Space for 

Courageous Conversations 

Sophia Parks 
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Health Ethics Symposium The John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre offers an annual symposium on a 

contemporary issue in health care practice. For the 2020/2021 year, the symposium theme was Moral 

Distress: Caring for Those Who Care. Keynote speakers were Wendy Austin and Daniel Carros. Speakers 

included Charles Larson on “Epidemiology of Moral Distress,” Paul Byrne on “Care, Empathy, and the 

Electronic Health Record in NICU—A Clinician’s View,” Chloe Joynt, Erin Burton, and Ashlyn Skaley on 

“Critical Incident Stress Management Teams: Realization, Refocus, and Resiliency in the NICU,” Mat Rose 

on “Whose Distress is it Anyway? Helping One Another Manage Moral Distress,” and Gary Frank on 

“Sources of Moral Distress in Palliative Care.” 
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Health Ethics Workshops The John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre facilitated two health ethics 

workshops for the 2020/2021 academic year. The first, “From Code of Ethics to Developing Ethical Code: 

A Practical Approach to Applied AI Ethics in Health” included Katrina Ingram and Fahim Hassan exploring 

contemporary health ethics intersections with emerging artificial intelligence technologies. The second, 

“Introducing Health Ethics” included Wendy Austin, Tracey Bailey, Heidi Janz, Doris Kieser, Brendan 

Leier, and Michael van Manen exploring selected topics in health ethics encountered in clinical practice. 

Both events brought together students, academics, health professionals, and members of the public in 

productive dialogue. 

 

 
 

 

Media and Public Inquiries Faculty and Adjunct Members of the Dossetor Ethics Centre respond to a 

variety of health ethics inquiries from academics, health care professionals, the general public, national 

and local press, and radio and television media. The responses have appeared as feature articles in local 

media (Edmonton Journal and the University of Alberta’s Folio) and national media (Globe and Mail, 

CTV, and CBC Radio and TV) on a variety of health ethics issues.  

  



 |    John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 26 

Publications 
 
Since 1990, the John Dossetor Centre has been publishing Health Ethics Today. This newsletter has a 

circulation of approximately 5000, which includes distribution to many physicians and surgeons across 

Alberta, health care professionals, scholars, students, members of the Canadian Bioethics Society, and 

friends of the Dossetor Centre. Each issue of Health Ethics Today is posted on the Dossetor Centre’s 

website. 
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Research 
 

Individual and Collaborative Publications (last 5-years) 

 
Books 
Austin W, Kunyk D, Peternelj-Taylor C, Boyd MA. (2017). Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing for 

Canadian Practice (4th edition). Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer. 
Bailey T, Sheldon CT, Sheley JJ. (2019). Public Health Law and Policy in Canada (4th edition). Toronto: 

LexisNexis. 
Brindley PG, Cardinal P. (2018). Optimizing Crisis Resource Management: A Handbook for all Acute Care 

Health Professionals. Ottawa: Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons. 
Els C, Kunyk D, Selby P. (2017). Disease Interrupted: A Clinical Guide to Tobacco Reduction and Cessation 

(2nd edition). Toronto: Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. 
Truscott D, Crook KH. (2021). Ethics for the Practice of Psychology in Canada (3rd edition). Edmonton: 

University of Alberta Press. 
Truscott D, Crook KH. (2016). Ethics & Law for Teachers (2nd edition). Toronto: Nelson Education. 
van Manen M. (2018). Phenomenology of the Newborn: Life from Womb to World. New York: 

Routledge. 
van Manen M. (2020). The Birth of Ethics: Phenomenological Reflections on Life's Beginnings. New York: 

Routledge. 
van Manen M, van Manen M. (2021). Classic Writings for a Phenomenology of Practice. New York: 

Routledge. 

 
Chapters 
Austin W. (2016). Global health ethics and mental health. In E Yearwood & V Hines-Martin (Eds.), 

(pp.71-99). Routledge Handbook of Global Mental Health Nursing. New York: Routledge.  
Brindley PG, Cardinal P. (2018). Airway essentials: assessment. In P Cardinal, T Witter, et al., for the 

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (Eds.), Navigating Medical Emergencies: An 
interactive Guide to Patient Management. Ottawa: The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Canada. 

Brindley PG, Cardinal P. (2018). Airway essentials: preparation and implementation. In P Cardinal, T 
Witter, et al., for the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (Eds.), Navigating 
Medical Emergencies: An interactive Guide to Patient Management. Ottawa: The Royal College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. 

Brindley PG, Lucas A, Gillman LM, Cardinal P. (2017). Leadership and followership skills in acute care 
medicine. In PG Brindley & P Cardinal (Eds.), Optimizing Crisis Resource Management: A 
Handbook for all Acute Care Health Professionals (pp. 31-16). Ottawa: The Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. 

Brindley PG, Schoenharr JR, Howes D. (2017). Awareness and attention in acute care medicine. In PG 
Brindley & P Cardinal (Eds.), Optimizing Crisis Resource Management: A Handbook for all Acute 
Care Health Professionals (pp. 1-9). Ottawa: The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada. 

Brindley PG. (2016). Communication. In A Webb (Ed), The Handbook of Intensive Care Organization and 
Management (2nd edition). World Scientific Publishing 
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Brindley PG. (2016). Effective teamwork in critical care medicine. In A Webb, M Singer, S Finfer, D 
Angus, L Gattinoni (Eds.), Oxford Textbook of Critical Care. Elsevier Canada 

Brindley PG. (2018). Chapter 34. Management of a patient with a respiratory arrest in the intermediate 
care unit. In O Hung & MF Murphy (Eds.), Management of the Difficult and Failed Airway (3rd 
edition) (pp. 400-407). McGraw Hill. 

Brindley PG. (2018). Chapter 6. Human factors in airway management. In O Hung & MF Murphy (Eds.), 
Management of the Difficult and Failed Airway (3rd edition)(pp. 128-135). McGraw Hill. 

Brindley PG. Valiani S, Hicks C. (2017). Teamwork in acute care medicine. In PG Brindley & P Cardinal 
(Eds.), Optimizing Crisis Resource Management: A Handbook for all Acute Care Health 
Professionals (pp. 37-43). Ottawa: The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. 

Cardinal P, Christian MD, Jeffers N. Brindley PG. (2017). Task management in acute care medicine. In PG 
Brindley & P Cardinal (Eds.), Optimizing Crisis Resource Management: A Handbook for all Acute 
Care Health Professionals (pp. 23-28). Ottawa: The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada. 

Cristancho S, Brindley PG, Lingard L. (2017). Verbal Communication in Acute Care Medicine. In PG 
Brindley & P Cardinal (Eds.), Optimizing Crisis Resource Management: A Handbook for all Acute 
Care Health Professionals (pp. 15-21). Ottawa: The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada. 

Els C, Kunyk D. (2017). Managing withdrawal in patients that use tobacco. In C Els, D Kunyk, & P Selby 
(Eds.), Disease Interrupted: A Clinical Guide to Tobacco Reduction and Cessation. 4th edition. 
Toronto: Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. 

Els C, Kunyk D. (2018). Care of persons with concurrent substance-related, addictive and other mental 
disorders. In W Austin, D Kunyk, C Peternelj-Taylor, & MA Boyd (Eds.), Psychiatric and Mental 
Health Nursing for Canadian Practice. 4th edition. Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer. 

Janz H, Stack M. (2019). Our thirty-five-year journey through ableism and the education of teachers. In 
AE Mazawi & M Stack (Eds.), Course Syllabi in Faculties of Education: Bodies of Knowledge and 
Their Discontents. Bloomsbury. 

Kieser D. (2019). Humanae Vitae, Menstruating Bodies, and Revolution from Within. In “You Say You 
Want a Revolution?” 1968-2018 in Theological Perspective. 64th Annual Volume of the College 
Theology Society. Maryknoll: Orbis.  

Kieser D. (2019). The Protoevangelium of James, menstruating Mary, and twenty-first century 
adolescence: Purity, liminality, and the sexual female. In SW Flynn (Ed.), Children in the Bible and 
the Ancient Near World: Comparative and Historical Methods in Reading Ancient Children. New 
York: Routledge.  

Kunyk D, Els C, Selby P. (2017). Situating tobacco use and addiction in the clinical context. In C Els, D 
Kunyk, P Selby (Eds.), Disease Interrupted: A Clinical Guide to Tobacco Reduction and Cessation. 
4th edition. Toronto: Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. 

Kunyk D, Els C. (2018). Substance-related and addictive disorders. In W Austin, D Kunyk, C Peternelj-
Taylor, & MA Boyd (Eds.), Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing for Canadian Practice (4th 
edition). Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer. 

Kunyk D, Papadakis S. (2017). Tobacco use and addiction management in primary care settings. In C Els, 
D Kunyk, P Selby (Eds.), Disease Interrupted: A Clinical Guide to Tobacco Reduction and 
Cessation (4th edition). Toronto: Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. 

Kunyk D. (2017). Ethical considerations of tobacco control for health professionals. In C Els, D Kunyk, P 
Selby (Eds.), Disease Interrupted: A Clinical Guide to Tobacco Reduction and Cessation (4th 
edition). Toronto: Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. 



John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre    | 29 

Kunyk D. (2018). The continuum of Canadian mental health care. In W Austin, D Kunyk, C Peternelj-
Taylor, & MA Boyd (Eds.), Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing for Canadian Practice (4th 
edition). Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer. 

Savoldelli GL, Brindley PG, Jaffrelot M, Cardinal P. (2019). Crisis resource management and non-
technical skills: from individuals to teams; from danger to safety. In G Chiniara (Ed.), Clinical 
Simulation: Education Operations and Engineering (pp. 348-367). 

Szulewski A, Brindley PG, van Merrienboer J. (2017). Decision-making in acute care medicine. In PG 
Brindley & P Cardinal, Optimizing Crisis Resource Management: A Handbook for all Acute Care 
Health Professionals (pp. 9-14). Ottawa: The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada. 

Truscott D, Rourke L. (2018). Teaching professional ethics and law: Blending the professional 
expectations and reflective practice approaches. In B Maxwell, N Tanchuk, & C Scramstad (Eds.), 
Professional Ethics Education and Law for Canadian Teachers (pp. 1-14). Ottawa: Canadian 
Association for Teacher Education/Association canadienne pour la formation des enseignants. 

Truscott D. (2018). Ethics on the edge: Working with clients who repeatedly threaten suicide. In MM 
Leach & ER Welfel (Eds.), The Cambridge Handbook of Applied Psychological Ethics (pp. 134-
153). New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

 
Journal Articles 
Adams C, van Manen M. (2017). Teaching phenomenological research and writing. Qual Health Res, 

27(6), 780-791. 
Alobaidi R, Anton N, Burkholder S, Garros D, Guerra GG, Ulrich EH, Bagshaw SM. (2021). Association 

between Acute Kidney Injury Duration and Outcomes in Critically Ill Children. Pediatr Crit Care 
Med.  

Alobaidi R, Anton N, Cave D, Moez EK, Joffe AR. (2018). Predicting early outcomes of liver 
transplantation in young children: the EARLY study. World J Hepatol, 10(1), 62-72. 

Anderson D, Nathoo N, McCombe JA, Smyth P, Brindley PG. (2020). Anti-NMDA receptor encephalitis: A 
primer for acute care healthcare professionals. J Intensive Care Soc. 

Ashworth N, Aidoo H, Doroshenko A, Antle D, Els C, Flaschner DM, Gross DM, Gutpill C, Potter P, Tan 
MC, Straube S. (2019). Botulinum toxin for the treatment of focal task-specific hand dystonias. 
Systematic review and meta-analysis. The Open Neurology Journal, 13, 32-45. 

Atallah J, Garcia Guerra G, Joffe AR, Bond GY, Islam S, Ricci MF, Al Aklabi M, Rebeyka IM, Robertson 
CMT; Western Canadian Complex Pediatric Therapies Follow-up Program. (2020). Survival, 
neurocognitive, and functional outcomes after completion of staged surgical palliation in a 
cohort of patients with hypoplastic left heart syndrome. J Am Heart Assoc, 9(4), e013632  

Austin W. (2016). Contemporary healthcare practice and the risk of moral distress. Healthcare 
Management Forum, 29(3), 131-133. 

Austin W. (2016). Le risque de détresse morale dans la pratique contemporaine des sons de santé. 
Healthcare Management Forum. 

Austin W. (2017). Policy forum: What is the role of ethics consultation in the moral habitability of health 
care environments? AMA J Ethics, 19(6), 595-600.  

Bailey T, Alport A. (2020). Taking a closer look at Bill 30 part 1: The Alberta Health Care Insurance Act. 
Bailey T, Alport A. (2020). Taking a closer look at Bill 30 part 2. Private surgical facilities and the Health 

Care Protection Act (now known as the Health Facilities Act). 
Bailey T, Alport A, McLeod C, DeGenova S. (2020). Cambie Surgeries Corporation v. British Columbia 

(Attorney General): Case comment. 
Bailey T, Alport A, Robertson A. (2020). Bill 46: Alberta’s second omnibus health bill in 2020. 
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Bailey T, Alport A. (2021). Significant changes to the regulation of health professionals make for a busy 
2021. 

Bailey T, Alport A. (2021). Bill 70: Alberta’s COVID-19 liability protection legislation. 
Bates A, Joffe AR. (2016). Is there a role for continuous infusion of b-lactam antibiotics in severe sepsis? 

J Thoracic Dis, 8(6), e437-e439. 
Beckson M, Jones AW, Els C, Hagtvedt R. (2019). Cannabis, crashes and blood: Challenges for 

observational research. Addiction, 115(2), 589-590. 
Beed M, Brindley PG. (2018). Doctors teaching pilots: What is good for the goose... J Intensive Care Soc, 

18(4), 355-356. 
Beed MB, Brindley PG, Mahajan R, Juttner I, Campion-Smith J, Wilson VG. (2016). The association 

between prior statin usage and long-term outcomes after critical care admission. J Crit Care, 35, 
63-68 

Benisty K, Morgan C, Hessey E, Huynh L, Joffe AR, et al. (2020). Kidney and blood pressure abnormalities 
6 years after acute kidney injury in critically ill children: a prospective cohort study. Pediatr Res. 

Bhaskar P, Rettiganti M, Sadot E, Paul T, Garros D, Frankel LR, Reemsten B, Butt W, Gupta P. (2020). An 
international survey comparing different physician models for health care delivery to critically ill 
children with heart disease. Pediatr Crit Care Med, 21(5), 415-422. 

Boschee ED, Cave DA, Garros D, Lequier L, Granoski DA, Guerra GG, Ryerson LM. (2014). Indications and 
outcomes in children receiving renal replacement therapy in pediatric intensive care. J Crit Care, 
29(1), 37-42. 

Brindley PG, Beed M, Duggan LD, Hung O, Law JA, Levitan R, Murphy MF. (2017). Airway management 
outside of the operating room: How to PREPARE. Can J Anesth, 64(5), 530-539  

Brindley PG, Beed M, Duggan LV, Hung O, Murphy MF. (2016). Updating our approach to the difficult 
and failed airway: Time to “stop and think”. Can J Anaesth, 63(4), 373-381.  

Brindley PG, Brindley JD. (2019). More than medicine: The broken promise of American healthcare. 
Anesth Analg. 

Brindley PG, Brindley JD. (2019). The age of addiction: How bad habits became big business. Anesth 
Analg. 

Brindley PG, Brindley JD. (2020). “Critical” and “Seven Signs of Life”. Two great reads from the frontlines 
of Intensive Care Medicine. Anesth Analg, 130(1), e25-e26, 

Brindley PG, Douma MJ, Beed M, Garros D. (2018). Comparing the socioeconomic status of critical care 
doctors and patients. Can J Anaesth, 65(3) 333-334. 

Brindley PG, Gillman LM, Asieri MM, Karakitsos D. (2016). Ultrasound-guided central venous 
cannulation: Seeing clearer, being safer. J Crit Care, 36, 284-286. 

Brindley PG, Kerrie JP. (2016). “Conscientious Objection” and Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) in 
Canada: difficult questions; insufficient answers. CJGIM, 11(4), 7-10.  

Brindley PG, O'Dochartaigh D, Volney C, Ryan, Douma M.J. (2017). Time delays associated with 
vasoactive medication preparation and delivery in simulated patients at risk of cardiac arrest. J 
Crit Care, 40, 149-153. 

Brindley PG, Olusanya O, Wong AVK, Crowe L, Hawryluck L. (2019). Psychological ‘burnout’ in healthcare 
professionals: Updating our understanding, and not making it worse. J Intensive Care Soc. 

Brindley PG, Tuma M, Vachhrajani J, Lefkimmiatis C, White K, Pronovost A, Baker AJ. (2016). The “ABCs” 
of critical care teamwork: Introduction of a practical checklist. J Crit Care, 33, 277-278. 

Brindley PG. (2014). Medical education and resident duty hours: Do we really care? CJGIM, 9(4), 140-
141. 

Brindley PG. (2017). Distracted doctoring: Returning to patient-centered care in the digital age. Do we 
have time for this? Anesth Analg. 
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Brindley PG. (2017). Psychological burnout and the intensive care practitioner: A practical and candid 
review for those who care. J Intensive Care Soc, 18(4), 270–275 

Brindley PG. (2019). Communication: The most important “procedure” in healthcare and bioethics. 
Camb Q Healthc Ethics, 28, 415-421. 

Brindley PG. (2020). Choked: life and breath in the age of pollution. Anesth Analg, 130(3), e84. 
Brindley PG. (2020). Peak performance under pressure. Anesth Analg 
Brindley PG. (2020). This is gonna hurt. Anesth Analg 
Brindley PG. Beed MB. (2018). Healthcare workers teaching pilots: A satirical guide to breaking bad 

news. J Emerg Nurs, 41(2). 
Byrne PJ, Foss K, Clarke D, Wismark J, Cardinal K. (2018). Whole-family treatment of neonatal abstinence 

syndrome. CMAJ, 190(15), E477-E478. 
C Reid, Brindley PG, Weingart S, Carley S, , Hicks C, Lauria M, Richmond C. (2017). Zero point survey: A 

multidisciplinary idea to “STEP UP” resuscitation effectiveness. Clin Exp Emerg Med, 5(3), 139-
143. 

Chan M, van Manen M. (2018). Exploring the transition into practice of general paediatricians from a 
Canadian residency program. Paediatrics Child Health, 23(5), 314-318. 

Clyde M, Pipe A, Els C, Reid R, Tulloch H. (2017). Factor structure of the smoking cessation self-efficacy 
questionnaire among smokers with and without a psychiatric diagnosis. Psychol Addict Behav, 
31(2), 162-170. 

Conradi U, Joffe AR. (2017). Publication bias in animal research presented at the 2008 Society of Critical 
Care Medicine Conference. BMC Research Notes, 10(1), 262. 

Cooper T, Harris B, Mourad A, Garros D, El-Hakim H. (2017). Comparison between selective and routine 
intensive care unit admission post-supraglottoplasty. Int J Pediatr Otorhinolaryngol, 99, 90-94. 

Cormier S, Chan M, van Manen M. (2018). Exploring paediatric residents’ perceptions of competency in 
neonatal intensive care. Paediatrics Child Health, 24(1), 25-29. 

Creamer AM, Austin W. (2017). Canadian nurse practitioner core competencies identified: An 
opportunity to build mental health and Illness skills and knowledge. J Nurse Pract, 13(5), e232-
e236.   

Daboval T, Ferretti E, Moussa A, van Manen M, Moore G, Srinivasan G, Moldovan A, Agarwal A, 
Albersheim S. (2019). Needs assessment of ethics and communication teaching for neonatal 
perinatal medicine programs in Canada. Paediatrics Child Health, 24(3), e116-e124. 

Delgado J, de Groot J, McCaffrey G, Dimitropoulos G, Sitter KC, Austin W. (2020). Communities of 
practice: acknowledging vulnerability to improve resilience in healthcare teams. J Med Ethics.  

Deschenes S, Gagnon M, Park T, Kunyk D. (2020). Moral distress: a concept clarification. Nurs Ethics, 
X(X), 1-20.  

Deschenes S, Kunyk D. (2020). Situating moral distress within relational ethics. Nurs Ethics, 27(3), 767-
777.  

Dinakaran D, Bristow E, Armanious H, Garros D, Yap J, Noga M, Sergi C. (2017). Co-ingestion of willow 
bark tea and acetaminophen associated with fatal infantile fulminant liver failure. Pediatr Int, 
59(6), 743-745. 

Douma M, O’Dochartaigh D, Brindley PG. (2017). Bi-manual external aortic compression after major 
abdominal-pelvic trauma and during ambulance transfer: A simulation study. Injury, 48(1), 26-31 

Douma MJ, Smith KE, Brindley PG. (2016). Optimization of indirect pressure in order to temporize life-
threatening haemorrhage: A simulation study. Injury, 47(9), 1903-1907.  

Dryden-Palmer K, Garros D, Meyer EC, Farrell C, Parshuram CS. (2018). Care for dying children and their 
families in the PICU: promoting clinician education, support, and resilience. Pediatr Crit Care 
Med, 19(8S Suppl 2), S79-S85. 



 |    John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre 32 

Dryden-Palmer K, Moore G, McNeil C, Larson CP, Tomlinson G, Roumeliotis N, Janvier A, Parshuram CS, 
Program of Wellbeing, Ethical practice and Resilience (POWER) Investigators. (2020). Moral 
Distress of Clinicians in Canadian Pediatric and Neonatal ICUs. Pediatr Crit Care Med, 21(4), 314-
323. 

Duggan LD, Brindley PG, Law JA. (2018). Improving teamwork communication and action during a 
cannot intubate cannot oxygenate emergency: employing CICO as a cognitive aid. Can J Anaesth, 
65(10), 1087-1092. 

Duggan LV, Marshall SD, Scott J, Brindley PG, Grocott H. (2019). MacGyver bias and attraction of 
homemade devices in healthcare. Can J Anesth, 66(7), 757–761. 

Duthie K, Jiwani B, Steele D. (2017). Ethics and the law. HEC Forum, 29, 347-358 
Duthie K. (2019). Ethical considerations for health leaders responsible for care of transgender patients. 

Healthc Manage Forum, 32(2), 113-115. 
Els C, Amin A, Straube S (2016). Marijuana and the workplace. Can J Addict, 7(4), 5-7. 
Els C, Jackson T, Aidoo H, Wyatt G, Sowah D, Chao D, Tsuyuki R, Hoffman H, Kunyk D, Milen M, Stewart-

Patterson C, Dick B, Farnan P, Straube S. (2019). Impact of cannabis use on road traffic collisions 
and safety at work: systematic review and meta-analysis. Can J Addict, 3, 8-15. 

Els C, Jackson T, Hagvedt R, Kunyk D, Sonnenberg B, Lappi V, Straube S. (2017). High-dose opioids for 
chronic non-cancer pain: an overview of Cochrane reviews. Cochrane Database Syst Rev, 10, 
CD012299. 
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