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The core accountability of health service is twofold; to do no harm and to promote health and wellbeing. 
These accountabilities are dependent upon the capture and analysis of health data to inform evidence-based 
care and decisions. The miss or non-use of data can result in poor decisions, poor health outcomes and harm 
to individuals, populations and the health system. Yet an evaluation of the Alberta and Canadian health  
service reveals that the current approach to health data use is both promoting harm, and compromising the 
health and wellbeing of citizens; arguably even resulting in death. An ethics-based approach to addressing 
the shortfalls in health data use in Alberta and Canada is recommended.    
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