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   HEALTH ETHICS SEMINAR 
      

 
Pandemic Necropolitics: Vulnerability, Resilience, and the Crisis of  

Marginalization in the Liberal Democratic State   

 
 

For more information, please call 780-492-6676, e-mail dossetor.centre@ualberta.ca,  
or visit the websites for the Dossetor Centre or Office of EDI, FoMD 

   Add Event to Google Calendar             EVERYONE WELCOME!! 

Thursday | 2 November 2023 
12:00 - 13:00 MDT 

WEBINAR Presentation via Zoom application  

Register for Zoom 

Vulnerability, marginalization, and resilience in the pandemic and in an eventual “post-pandemic” 
state are examined through the lens of Achille Mbembe’s theory of necropolitics. The central claim 
made is that vulnerability and marginalization are products of a covert and intentional politics of 
death. It is also argued that for the vulnerable and marginalized, the pandemic does not demarcate 
between a previous normal and eventual normal state, but is rather, an escalation of a persistently 
abnormal state. A final claim is that reflection on the fate of the vulnerable and marginalized must 
resist a Kantian impulse to find and urge resilience and focus instead on a direct attack on the  
necropolitics that sustains suffering for this population.  
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https://www.ualberta.ca/john-dossetor-health-ethics-centre/events/health-ethics-seminars/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/news-and-events/events/edi-events.html
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=Nzk3bmNwa29uZW5mc2hxYXJxNDFqOXRvZTUgYmlvZXRoaWNAdWFsYmVydGEuY2E&tmsrc=bioethic%40ualberta.ca
https://ualberta-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkfu6tqTwoGdYd7DGmo334i1FT3AND1r2S

