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1) MESSAGE FROM DR. WALTER DAVIS, ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE
PRINCE TAKAMADO JAPAN CENTRE

It is an honour to issue the 8" annual newsletter for the Prince Takamado Japan
Canada Memorial Fund. Established in celebration of His Imperial Highness, the fund
aims to strengthen bonds between Japan and Canada by promoting teaching and
research in relation to Japan, fostering student mobility, and developing cultural
exchanges. In 2015—the 35 anniversary of Hokkaido and Alberta’s Sister Province
Relationship—and beyond, the Prince Takamado Japan Centre remains committed to
advancing international education and cross-cultural dialogue by supporting such
programs as the Japan Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum and the Princess
Takamado English Essay Contest. We are also working with partners in Japan and
across Canada to develop new means of promoting student scholarship and
professional research on Japan. We hope that these efforts will suitably express our
admiration and respect for the ideals and international legacy of His Imperial Highness.
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2) CHANGE OF DIRECTORSHIP: DEPARTURE OF DR. KAORI
KABATA

Professor Kaori Kabata, the founding director of the Prince Takamado Japan Centre,
finished her term as the Centre’s director in June 2015. For eight years, she has played
an essential role in the promotion of Japanese studies in Canada. During her term, the
Centre expanded its programs, including the JACAC Student Forum and the National
Japanese Speech Contest. She will continue teaching and researching at the University
of Alberta. Dr. Aya Fujiwara replaced her as the Director on July 1, 2015. She is
currently on maternity leave and will resume her position on April 1, 2016. Dr. Walter
Davis is serving as Acting Director during her leave. Under its new directorship, the
PTJC will continue strengthening its activities and research profile.
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PARTICIPANTS AT THE SIXTH JACAC STUDENT FORUM

3) REPORT FROM THE SIXTH JAPAN CANADA ACADEMIC
CONSORTIUM STUDENT FORUM (MARCH 1-7, 2015)

The 6™ Annual Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum was hosted
by Université Laval, Quebec City. Fourteen students from eight Canadian
universities and fourteen students from eight Japanese universities attended
the event. The theme of this year’s forum was “Youth, Work, and a New World
in the Making.” Under the leadership of Professor James Thwaites, a leading
academic in labour history, the participants explored how to respond to
challenges such as unemployment, economic crises, and the lack of skills that
all forum participants will be facing after their graduation. What roles can
businesses, governments, and other social and economic institutions play in
the improvement of the situations surrounding the labour market? What
initiatives can the youth themselves take to prepare themselves for the
future? In preparation, Professor Thwaites asked them to investigate a number
of sources, including employment data issued by both Japan and Canada and
academic articles, while conceptualizing terms such as globalization.

The goal of the forum was to provide students with the opportunity to interact
with peers from a different culture in order to gain insight into their current
areas of academic interest and to encourage a flow of ideas between Canada
and Japan.

Students who attended this year’s forum participated in lectures given by
academic and industry professionals and worked on group projects alongside
peers both from Canada and Japan. They learned significant skills in teamwork
and public presentation.

The seventh annual forum will return to Japan, where Nagoya University will
host the event February 14-20, 2016 (please see Section 7).
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Canada

Erika Rodning (Alberta)

Charles Sharam (Alberta)
Marie-Michelle Chartier (Laval)
Pryangka Rao Batumalay (Waterloo)
Julia Prince (Queen’s)

Mercedes Dominique Bautista (UBC)
Felix Bourret (Montreal)

Khrystyna Lazar (Manitoba)
Michaela Calderwood (Manitoba)
Jason Schleifer (Manitoba)

Andrea De Silva (York)

Chizara Anucha (York)

Dylan Rose (PEI)

Ryan McCarvill (PEI)

Japan

Mio Nakago (Kansei Gakuin)
Ikuya Ashida (Hokkaido)
Takayuki Yamada (Nagoya)
Miki Saito (Hosei)

Mayu Yamamoto (Josei Kokusai)
Hidetoshi Hara (Sophia)
Natsumi Mitsuke (Tsuda)
Yuuka Ueno (Ritsumeikan)
Hakuko Sha (Ritsumeikan)
Arisa Ueno (Seinan Gakuin)
Mikihiko Tachi (Meiji)

Kenta Yogo (Meiji)

For more information about past and future
Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student
Forums, please visit the Consortium website.
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<wwWw.jacac.com=>
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THE SIXTH JAPAN CANADA ACADEMIC
CONSORTIUM STUDENT FORUM: COMMENTS
FROM STUDENTS:

My experience at JACAC can be summarized in one word:
unforgettable. The week was full of positive challenges and
forced me to address several obstacles such as navigating
language and cultural differences with Japanese students and
also with native Quebecois. | certainly benefitted from the
lectures and group work, which enhanced my knowledge and
awareness of global issues.
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Ryan McCarvill, University of Prince Edward Island

My reason for participating in JACAC was to allow me to gain
more understanding about Canada to help me with my
thesis. The topic was also very interesting when we discussed
work structure differences between Japan and Canada.
Throughout the discussion this week, | think | accomplished
the goal that | wanted to achieve in order to make progress
on my thesis.
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Mio Nakago (Kwansei Gakuin University)

Through our well planned lectures, | became more familiar
with the school system in Japan and the situation requiring
youth employment, as well as how they are similar to and
different from our Canadian systems. This has provided me
with a different viewpoint and insight into how the Japanese
government tackles various issues, such as youth
unemployment. | am very grateful for the opportunity to
grow as a global citizen.
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Khrystyna Lazar, University of Manitoba

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2: CONSORTIUM
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4) PTJCMF STUDENT MOBILITY PROGRAM
AWARDEES (OCTOBER 2014-SEPTEMBER 2015)

PRINCESS TAKAMADO ENGLISH ESSAY
CONTEST
JANUARY 2015

The theme of the 2014 English Essay Contest was to
discuss the role of English as a global language in local and
global communities. The winner of this year’s contest was
Ms. Maiko Serizawa from Waseda University with her
essay, “English as a Cultural Asset.” Maiko has won a
$1000 travel scholarship and one semester’s tuition at the
University of Alberta’s English Language Program to study
English in Canada. We were happy to welcome Maiko to
Edmonton this summer, as she attended the July 2015
semester. Further information on the Essay Contest and
the award-winning essays is available on the Memorial
Fund website. <http://www.ptjc.ualberta.ca/PTICMF>.
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THE 26™ NATIONAL JAPANESE SPEECH
CONTEST
MARCH 28, 2015 UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY,
ALBERTA

The 2015 Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest was
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CONTINUED: THE 26™ NATIONAL JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST

co-hosted between the University of Calgary, the Calgary Consulate-General of Japan, and the Prince Takamado Japan
Centre in the city of Calgary, Alberta. The Grand Prize of a $3,000 travel award was presented to Fizza Shaji of Renison
University College at University of Waterloo for her speech, “Deep Connections.” The full list of participants as well as
videos taken during the contest can be accessed through the National Japanese Speech Contest website,
<http://www.cajle.info/programs/speech-contest/>. The 27" National Japanese Speech Contest is being organized by the
Canadian Association For Japanese Language Education (CAJLE) at the Japan Foundation Toronto on March 19, 2016.
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SUMMER PROGRAM TRAVEL AWARDS
MAY 20-JUNE 20, 2015

The Memorial Fund and Mitsui Canada support students travelling to Japan to participate in Ritsumeikan University’s
Summer Program in Kyoto. Students entering this five-week-long program participate in intensive Japanese language
classes with a keen focus on Japanese culture, history, and tradition. This year, Hayden Barker and Jucheng Jian received
awards.
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JACOS/JAPEX SCHOLARSHIP IN ENGINEERING
SEPTEMBER 2015

Since it was established at the University of Alberta in 2008, the JACOS/JAPEX Scholarship has grown and is now

distributed annually at three Alberta institutions: the
5) FINANCIAL REPORT ON THE PRINCE

University of Alberta, Keyano College, and the University of
Calgary. Students with superior academic achievement E{}E?)MADO JAPAN CANADA MEMORIAL

entering their second, third, or fourth year of study are

eligible for the award in the fields of Mining Engineering, = As of March 31, 2015, the book value of the endowment
Petroleum Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Materials ~was $1,709,957.21 and the market value was
Engineering, Geotechnical Engineering and Environment  $2,080,709.25. The amount of the spending allocation of
Engineering. the fund was $57,398.40 with an opening balance of

$105,765.35. Of this amount, $65,000 has been budgeted

JACOS/JIAPEX T 22 i ffidt=2 413 . 20084E M%7 sk,  forspendingin 2015-16.
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CONTINUED: JACOS/JAPEX SCHOLARSHIP
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The following students were recipients of the 2015-16 JACOS/JAPEX Scholarship:
Keyano College: Seumas McGrat, Carson Haywood-Farmer, Skyler King;

University of Alberta: Raymund Lao Sampaga, Shuying Yuan, Xiao Yan, Wengi Zang;
University of Calgary: TBA
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6) OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS HOSTED BY THE PRINCE TAKAMADO JAPAN CENTRE

Every year the Prince Takamado Japan Centre organizes and coordinates local and national events in the areas of teaching
and research of the Japanese language, culture and history of Japan.
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GUEST LECTURE BY MR. TETSUO KOMURO
JANUARY 7, 2015

Mr. Tetsuo Komuro, President and CEO of Mitsui & Co. Canada, gave a talk on Japanese business culture to approximately
fifty students. He gave advice to them on how to be prepared for the global job market. There was a very active discussion
session after the talk, after which many students asked Mr. Komuro questions.
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GUEST LECTURE BY DR. NAOKI ISHIKAWA
MARCH 10, 2015

Dr. Naoki Ishikawa, a photographer and a Tokyo University of the Arts graduate, gave a lecture, “Exploring Connections in
the North: From Japan to Canada.” His talk showed scenes from his own exploration, highlighting the lives of the aboriginal
peoples. It was a prelude to his exhibition in the Royal Alberta Museum in Fall 2015. The audience was very impressed by
his rare and magnificent collection of photographs.
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: 70 YEARS AFTER HIROSHIMA: CONCEPTUALIZING NUCLEAR
ISSUES IN GLOBAL CONTEXTS
SEPTEMBER 18-19, 2015

In collaboration with the Department of History and Classics, the PTJC organized an international conference
commemorating the 70" anniversary of the dropping of atomic bombs on Japan. This conference was funded by the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. In addition to the PTJC and the Department of History and Classics,
the Kule Institute for Advanced Studies, the China Institute and the Faculty of Arts co-sponsored the event. This
interdisciplinary conference welcomed a number of participants from Japan, Canada, USA, Italy, and France.
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CONTINUED: HIROSHIMA CONFERENCE

The purpose of the conference was to conceptualize how Japan and the rest of the world have embraced the atom over 70
years, using it as a weapon, energy source, diplomatic tool, and medical cure. It also examined how the atom has been
incorporated into popular discourses and culture in the form of films and literature. Given recent events in Japan—the opening of
the first nuclear plant since the Fukushima accident, Japan’s move towards the reinterpretation of Article 9 and the subsequent
rise of youth protests for peace—the conference received media attention and a large public audience. Dr. Ritsuko Komaki,
Radiation Oncologist from the University of Texas, who lived through the reconstruction era in Hiroshima after the
dropping of the first atomic bomb, gave the keynote speech, and the Hon. Douglas Roche, O.C., former MP, Senator,
Canadian Ambassador for Disarmament, and Honourary Citizen of Hiroshima, gave the banquet address. Other
distinguished speakers were: David Welch, Professor of Political Science, Waterloo University; Takao Takahara, Professor
of International Politics, Meiji Gakuin University; Noriyuki Kawano, Professor of Peace Studies, Hiroshima University; and
Osamu leda, Professor of History, Hokkaido University.
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7) UPCOMING PRINCE TAKAMADO JAPAN CANADA MEMORIAL FUND EVENTS
PRINCESS TAKAMADO ENGLISH ESSAY CONTEST

Applications for the annual Princess Takamado English Essay Contest will be accepted until 15 January 2015. Japanese
students attending an accredited Japanese University are welcome to apply to this annual event and have the chance to
win a grand prize worth $3,000 to attend the University of Alberta’s English Language Program. This year’s essay topic is:
“What would be your ideal internship in Canada? What would you want to learn from it and how will the experience help
you to contribute to Japan’s role in the global community in the 21st Century? " For more information, please visit our
website < http://www.ptjc.ualberta.ca/PTICMF/Programs/Essay.aspx>
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ANNUAL JAPAN CANADA STUDENT CONSORTIUM STUDENT FORUM, FEBRUARY 14-20, 2016

The Seventh Annual JACAC Student Forum will be hosted by Nagoya University in Aichi Prefecture, Japan. Senior
undergraduate students representing membership universities in Canada and Japan will come together to exchange their
ideas on this year’s topic, “Energy and Society: Increasing Efficiency and Improving Our Quality of Life.” The 2014 Nobel
Prize Winner in Physics, Professor Hiroshi Amano will give a keynote address in the forum. The forum has increased its
popularity in recent years, and this year applicants faced intense competition.
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