
Residence Recycling FAQ - East Campus Village & Graduate Residence
How do you recycle properly? 

What can you recycle? 

Where are the recycling bins located? 

What do you need in order to recycle properly? 

Where do the recyclables, organics and waste go after 
you put them in the bin? 

	 	 	 How	do	you		
	 	 	 recycle	properly?

The recycling system at ECV and Graduate Residence has four 
streams: recyclables, organics, waste, and beverage containers.

Recyclables and Organics
All you need to do is collect your recyclables and organics in  
your room, bring them outside to a recycle hut, and sort them into 
the colour-coded bins. 

Waste
Please put the rest of your waste in a bag and place it directly into 
the large green waste bin.

Hard to remember what goes where? Look for the labels above 
each bin.

HOW

Beverage containers
There are two options. You can: 
1) Collect them and bring them to a local Bottle Depot  
 for a refund  
2)  Rinse them, remove any lids/caps, and sort them into the  
 appropriately labeled recycling hut bins. 

  • Glass bottles & aluminum cans  Glass & Light  
   Metals bin 

  • Plastic bottles and milk jugs  Plastics bin 

  • Soiled or wet cardboard milk cartons  Organics bin 

  • Rinsed, dry cardboard milk cartons  Paper &  
   Cardboard bin 

  • Carton-based packages (e.g., Tetra Pak ™ juice  
   boxes)  Waste bin

For more information on recycling in residence, visit:  
residence.ualberta.ca/CurrentResidents/Sustainability



	 Where	are	the		 	
	 recycling	bins		 	
	 located?

At ECV and Graduate Residence you can recycle and compost 
paper and cardboard, glass and light metals, plastics, and 
organics. 

Please help us reach our goal of keeping 50 percent of UAlberta’s 
waste out of the landfill by 2015.

There are recycling huts located outside in the alley/parking  
area between Graduate Residence buildings and in the alley/
parking area behind the ECV walk-ups. Inside each of these  
huts are colour-coded multi-stream recycling and organics  
bins. Outside the huts are large, green bins for waste.

Help keep the area clean and user-friendly by ensuring you  
place your items in the correct bins. Please don’t leave items  
on the ground.

WHERE
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	 What	can		
	 you	recycle?WHAT



WHERE

University of Alberta staff collect the recyclables and bring them  
to the university’s Recycle Transfer Station, where materials are 
sorted into large compactors before being picked up by our 
contracted waste hauler. From the Recycle Transfer Station, our 
contracted waste hauler takes the recyclable materials to various 
recycling facilities. The transfer station reduces the number of 
large trucks that drive around campus, thereby reducing 
unnecessary traffic and greenhouse gas emissions.

Organics and waste are collected by our contracted waste hauler 
directly from the recycle huts and brought to a local composting 
facility or a contracted landfill.

Where	do	the	recyclables,	
organics	and	waste	go	after	
you	put	them	in	the	bin?

WHAT	 What	do	you	need	in		
	 order	to	recycle	properly?

It’s simple! All you need is are small containers to collect your 
recyclables and organics. You can rent a recycling and/or 
organics bin for your room for free from Residence Services or 
use your own container. Just visit the East Campus Residence 
Services Office in I-House to rent a bin.

Organics
Only certified COMPOSTABLE bags or no bag  
at all for organics.

Compostable bags are tested to ensure they break down along 
with your food waste, but other options (plastic or non-certified 
biodegradable bags) hinder the compost process. 

Certified compostable bags are available for a small fee in the 
East Campus Residence Services Office or you can buy your own 
at a grocery store.

Look for this Biodegradable Products Institute label when buying 
your bags: 

Waste
You are provided with a waste bin for your residence; you will 
need to use your own garbage bags.
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