
SCREENING RAPE 
CULTURE: 
Misogyny & Sexual 
Violence in Indian Cinema

Abstract:
The representation and popularization of sexual 
violence against women in Indian cinema is 
indicative of broader socio-cultural issues and 
rape culture more generally. India’s Daughter 
and the public outcry after its release last year in 
March 2015, with the Indian government banning 
it, has brought these issue to the fore, raising 
tension around women’s issues and human 
rights in India. This documentary film, both 
in its content and its enormous impact, raised 
questions about the role of popular culture and 
cinema more generally as a tool to perpetuate 
or transform society. This presentation will use 
India’s Daughter as a jumping-off point to discuss 
how mainstream Bollywood film popularizes 
rape culture, opening to a discussion about how 
art and independent “advocacy” film might play 
a role in disrupting Indian patriarchal family and 
social structures and empower Indian women 
more generally at the intersections of ethnic, 
religious and class-caste differences.
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