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ABSTRACT
“Transgender” has emerged as an increasingly 
visible identitarian and political category 
in the Indian public sphere. Spreading 
initially through elite LGBT networks and 
transnational media, it has since become a 
legally recognized rubric of identification. I 
will explore how the globalizing transgender 
category intersects with discourses of gender-
sexuality that become positioned as more 
regional or local. In South Asia, transgender 
intersects with communities and identities 
such as hijra or kothi, which are subsumed 
as national or regional variants of the 
transnational transgender rubric even as they 
sometimes contest, contradict or transform 
the dominant senses of the term. I theorize this 
process as vernacularization, revising its usual 
sense as the local adaptation of cosmopolitan 
discourses to rather denote the subordination 
of categories as “local” or “vernacular”. I 
argue that vernacularization functions as a 
contested process through which hegemonic 
transnational epistemologies of gender may 
be both established and undermined.
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explores the role of seemingly peripheral 
or “local” communities, networks, and 
subcultures in the globalizing expansion of 
liberal democratic discourses of gender/
sexual identity and rights, studying how 
this process transforms, reconfigures, 
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