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ABSTRACT
While prior scholarship has rightly identified 
intersectionality’s vulnerability to cooptation 
and misinterpretation, the explosion of 
interest in intersectionality over the past 
three years of renewed women’s social 
movements has heightened the need for 
scholars of intersectionality to hone their 
public intellectual skills. At the same time, 
the institutionalization of intersectionality 
as an interdisciplinary and explicitly critical 
approach gathers powerful sociopolitical 
capital to the field of study. Accounting for 
the ways in which intersectionality as a field 
of study is both vulnerable and powerful 
captures the heart of what intersectional 
analysis is all about.
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